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No. 1. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
\No. 1.) 
ir, Foreign Office, Jan 8, 1863. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 11 of the ard altos, I tamed Ps to you, 
for your information, a copy of a further despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Rotterdam,* containing further information relating to the Dutch barque “ Jane,” 
pl by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Espoir” on suspicion of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 2, 


Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell,—(Received January 13, 1863.) 


(No. 3. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 20, 1862, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 1 of the 3rd ultimo, reporting that the 
Netherlanis barque “ Jane” had been brought before the British and Netherlands 
Mixed Court of Justice on a charge of being equipped for the Slave Trade, I have 
now the honour to report that that vessel was condemned in this Court on the 10th 
instant, and to transmit to your Lordship copies of the proceedings in the case. 

It from the ship’s aie and from the evidence, the “ Jane,” a 
barque of 270 tona burdens was the property of a Dutch subject named Michael 
Gorsira, resident at Curacoa, who procured for her at that island a Colonial 
dated the 25th of March last, by which she was authorized to trade as a national 
vessel in all of the world, with the exception of the West Coast of Africa, the 
Straits: of. Gibraltar, and the Mediterranean. lt then a that the owner 
chartered his vessel for an indefinite period Wo Jamia Rohert Iailioac a native of 

* Class B, No. 170. : 
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the Confederate States of America, who was supercargo on board when she was 
detained. 

Mellen took the “ Jane” from Curacoa to St. Jago de Cuba. from which port he 
then proceeded to Havre, according to his statement, with a cargo of sugar: at 
Havre he shipped what is stated in the manifest from that port to be cargo for 
St. Thomas and the West Coast of Africa, consisting, besides twenty barrels of flour, 
entirely of ship’s stores. preserved meats, soups, and vegetables in tins, French 
wine, and a small quantity of brandy, the whole of which articles were evidently 
intended for consumption on the voyage, and were altogether unsuited for trade on 
the coast of Africa. The total value of this pretended cargo amounted to 7,500 francs, 
or 3001. English money. 

From Havre, Mellen proceeded with the “Jane” to Rotterdam, where he 
procured from the proper authorities an extension of the vessel’s Colonial register 
to those parts of the world which were originally excepted, viz., the West Coast of 
Africa and the Levant. 

At Rotterdam he shipped 20,000 bricks as cargo, and according to his state- 
ment some gin also, but we have no account of the quantity or value, and in fact 
no proof that it really was shipped, as he has pactitacad no manifest from Rotterdam, 
and no gin was found on board when the vessel was captured. From Rotterdam, 
as appears from a Custom-house certificate dated the 23rd of August last, endorsed 
on the register, he cleared out for the Island of St. Thomas. 

It appears that from Rotterdam the “ Jane” proceeded in the first instance to 
Elmina, on the Gold Coast, and thence to Quinsembo, to the south of the River 
Congo. On her way from Quinsembo to the Congo she was detained by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” and taken to Point Padrone, in the mouth of that river ; 
she was, however, subsequently released by the ‘ Zebra,” and immediately after- 
wards detained by Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Espoir ” on the present charge. 

It = from the surveyor’s report that the “Jane” had on board casks 
capable of containing 5,363 gallons of water, besides loose staves capable of being 
set up into casks sufficient to contain 8,700 gallons more, forming a total of 14,063 
gallons; she also had a ledge or stringer running round the hold, suitable for the 
laying of a slave-deck. 

As will be seen from the evidence, and from the Judgment delivered in this case, 
the master and the supercargo made no attempt to explain the presence on board 
of the excessive number of water-casks, and they failed to give any satisfactory 
explanation of the presence of the immense quantity of loose staves. 

Under these circumstances it remained for the Court to consider whether, not- 
withstanding the manifest violation of the Equipment Article of the Treaty, the 
master and the supercargo could prove, from the incidents of the voyage and from 
the ship’s papers, that the detained vessel was actually engaged in lawful trade. 

Here all the evidence points the other way. No explanation is offered of the fact 
that the detained vessel, being bound to St. Thomas, proceeded straight to the Congo, 
six degrees of latitude south of that island, nor does the supercargo give any satis- 
factory account of the nature of the commercial transactions in which he was engaged 
at the places where he touched on the coast : his statement is that he landed some of 
the cargo at Elmina, some more at Quinsembo, and that he was going to the Congo 
to land the rest when he was captured ; he was to ship return cargo at the Congo, 
afterwards to touch at St. Thomas, and then to proceed to Elmina to take on board 
cargo in return for the goods which he had left there on his outward voyage; from 
Elmina he was to sail either for Curagoa, or for some port in Europe; he produced, 
however, no bills of lading, no receipts, nor any documentary evidence whatever 
touching the merchandise he alleged that he had landed at Elmina and at 
Quinsembo. In answer to questions put on behalf of the captors, he stated that he 
had possessed such papers, and he invented a false statement to account for their 
absence. 

But the whole proceedings of the “Jane” on the coast were inconsistent with a 
lawful voyage: as 1 have already stated, she really had no cargo on board; but 
assuming all the articles entered on the manifest at Havre to be cargo, and 
including the bricks shipped at Rotterdam, the aggregate value of the whole 
amounted to less than 400/. 

It is manifestly impossible that a vessel of 270 tons, with a crew of fourteen 
rsons, could have paid expenses, much less have made a profitabie voyage to the 
yest Indies, with African produce shipped in return for cargo of such small value, 

and her voyage can only be satisfactorily acconnted for by the supposition that she 
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was bound to the Congo for the purpose of taking on board a cargo of slaves in 
accordance with a preconcerted arrangement. 

Having taken all these circumstances into due consideration, the Court were of 
opinion that it was clearly established that the detained vessel was at the time of 
her capture eqnippes for and engaged in the Slave Trade; and accordingly by 
Decree of the 10th of December pronounced the barque “Jane” good prize to the 
Crowns of Great Britain and of the Netherlands. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 
Judgment given in the case of the Netherlands barque “Jane,” B. A. Prince, Master. 


THE case upon which the Court has now met for the purpose of pronouncing judgment is that of the 
Netherlands barque “Jane,” B_ A. Prince, master, which was detained on the 15th of October last, off Point 
Padron, in the River Congo, by Her Majesty's steamer “ Espoir,” on the charge of being equipped for and 
engaged in the Slave Trade, in contravention of the Treaty of the 4th of May, 1818, between Great Britain and 
the Netherlands, and of the Additional Articles thereto. dated respectively the 31st of December, 1822, the 
25th of Javuary, 1823, the 7th of Fetruary, 1837, and the 31st of August. 1845. 

It appears from the ship’s papers, and from the evidence which has been adduced in this case, that the 
“ Jane,” a barque of 270 tons burden, is the property of a Netherland subject named Gorsira, a resident of 
Curagoa, who procured for her a Colonial Register at thatislind, dated the 25th of March last. It is, however, 
stated in the body of that document that the ship is not authorized by such register to trade as a national vessel 
on the West Coast of Africa, or in the Straits of Gibraltar, or the Mediterranean Sea. 

It then appears that the owner chartered the vessel to James Robert Mellen, a subject of the Confederate 
States of North .\merica, who now appears as one of the claimants in this ease, as the supercargo of the “Jane,” 
and she sole owner and consignee of the cargo on board, It further appears that Mellen first proceeded with the 
vessel from Curagoa to St. Jago de Cuba, from which port he took ier on a voyage to Havre. At Havre he 
decided upon making a voyage to the West Coast of Africa, and after shipping cargo he proceeded to Rotterdam, 
where he procured from the proper authorities an extension of the Colonial Register of Curagoa to those parts of 
the world which were excepted in that paper, viz., the West Coast of Africa aud the Levant. Endorsements to 
that effect, properly signed and attested, appear on the back of the register. 

At Rotterdam, according to a Custom-house certificate dated Helvoetsluys, the 23rd August last, which 
forms the last endorsement on the register, he cleared the vessel for St Thomas on the West Coast of Africa. 
And here we come to the first point of importance which hos been raised in this case. The master, the supercargo, 
and the mate declare in their several depositions that the “Jane” was bound to St. Thomas and the Coast of 
Guinea, by which they mean the West Coast of Africa; and the learned Advocate for the claimants has urged that 
the vessel was therefore not out of her proper course when detained in the Congo. — It is true that in the ship's 
muster-roll dated the 2Ist of August, 1862, the words “and on the coast of Guinea” are inserted after 
St. Thomas; but the only document by which a ship's destination is legally defined is her clearance from the port 
of departure, and in the certificate of clearance endorsed on the register of the “ Jane,” she is distinctly stated to 
have cleared from Rotterdam for St. Thomas. After leaving Rotterdam it is stated by the master and the, super- 
cargo that the course of the “‘ Jane” was not shaped for St. Thomas, but that she proceeded, in the first instance, 
10 Elmina on the Gold coast, where a portion of the cargo was landed; and that from Elmina she proceeded 
down the coast, leaving St. Thomas behind her, but not going near that island, to Quinsembo, south of the 
Congo, where some more of the cargo was landed; and whilst on her way from Quinsembo to the River Congo 
she was fallen in with by Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” and taken to Point Padroue, in the Congo, where, shortly 
atter having been released by the ‘ Zebra,” she was detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir" on the present 
charge. , 

We will now proceed to examine the evidence relating to the equipment of the detained vessel, which has 
been urged on behalf of the captor as affording proof of her being engaged in the Slave Trade:—The Commis- 
sionners of Survey in their Report state that there is a stringer or ledge running round the side of the hold, and 
well adapted for the purpose of laying a slave-deck. In opposition to this statement we have the evidence of two 
ship-masters who inspected the vessel on behalf of the claimant, to the effect that, in their opinion, a slave-deck 
could not be laid on the ledge in question, one of them stating that the vessel which he now commands was 
recently fitted in a very similar manner. To rebut this evidence we have further depositions sworn to by 
Mr. Thomas Pike, one of the surveyors, and by Lieutenant Murray, the Prize Officer, to the effect that the ledge 
round the hold of the detained vessel is, according to the usual mode of constructing slave-decks, perfectly 
suitable for that purpose; Lieutenant Murray further stating that he had himself taken a slaver to St. Helena 
with a ledge similar to that of the detained barque, and a slave-deck fitted on the principle which he described. 
We are bound, therefore, to come to the conclusion that the ledge round the hold of the detained vessel is, for 
whatever purpose it may have been originally constructed. actually adapted for the laying of a slave-deck ; but we 
do not attach much importance to this point taken by itself, as it would appear that the ledge might have formed 
part of the structure of the ship without any unlawful purpose. 

We now come to the question of the unreasonable number of water-casks stated to have been found on board 
the detained vessel, and we will here advert to the argument urged upon the Court by the learned Advocate for 
the claimant touching an extra quantity of water found on board a Dutch vessel being considered as an article of 
slave equipment. The learned gentlemen argued that the Court is precluded from looking upon an extra quantity 
of water, and consequently of vessels for containing water, as a proof of slave equipment at all, by the first of the 
Additional Articles to the Treaty of 1818 which were signed at the Hague un the 3lst of August, 1848. which 
Article stipulates that “if there should be found on board a merchant-vessel of either nation a greater quantity 
of water in casks, or in tanks, or in any other receptacles than is necessary for the use of the crew, that 
circumstance alone shall not be considered as sufficient reason for authorizing the detention of the suid vessel 
provided that the ship's papers with which she is furnished are in order, so as to prove that she is not engaged 
in Slave Trade.” Court cannot concur in that opinion; it appears to us clear that the sole object of the 
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Article above referred to was to prevent vessels engaged in lawful pursuits requiring an extraordinary quantity of water 
from being detained on suspicion of Slave Trade; and that the plain meaning of the foregoing stipulation is 
that a vessel shall not be liable to detention on the nd of having on board a larger quantity of water than 
necessary for her crew as a merchant-vessel, provided her papers prove that she is engaged in some lawful 
calling for which such extra quantity of water is required, 

The Commissioners of Survey state that they found on board the detained vessel forty-one casks, some with 
water in, others empty, the whole capable of containing 5,368 gallons. But it is urged on behalf of the claimants 
that a number of these casks are not water-casks, but old bread casks, and are not capable of holding water; and 
we have the depositions of two ship-masters to the effect that they saw on the deck of the detained vessel a 
number of wooden-bound casks which were damaged in various ways, and incapable of containing water,—one 
of the deponents, Robert Paterson, master of the “ Nereid,” stating that he thinks they were about eighteen in 
number. Now it is quite clear that after these casks had been hoisted out of the hold on to tie deck of the 
vessel, and had been left there empty for some time, they may have been in a damaged state; in fact the 
deponents state that the hoops were off and the heads knocked out; but if these casks were not intended to carry 
water, for what possible purpose were they shipped on board the detained vessel? It is not to he supposed that 
the master or supercargo of any ship would lumber up his hold with a number of empty and useless water-caska. 
But we have the positive evidence of the claimants themselves that these casks were intended to carry water, and 
for no other purpose. 

The master, in answer to the seventh standing special interrogatory says,—‘ There are twenty-three water- 
casks on board for the use of the vessel. besides twenty casks belonging to the supercargo; had no other means of 
conveying water.” And further on, “ The whole of the casks are capable of containing 4,730 gallons.” The 
supercargo, in answer to the seventh standing special interrogatory, save, ‘* ‘There are about forty-two water-casks 
on board for the use of the vessel. ‘These casks are capable of containing about 4,000 gallons of water.” Again 
the supercargo, in his affidavit dated the 27th of November, says—‘‘ That the twenty-one other casks referred to 
in the said Report of Survey are his property, and are old bread-casks, and were shipped at Havre. and filled with 
tresh and salt water, and stowed in the bottom of the ship for ballast.” We must come to the conclusion, therefore, 
that the detained vessel had on board casks capable of containing 5,353 gallons of water, a quantity so enormously 
in excess of what would be required for the consumption of the crew of the vessel on a voyage from Rotterdam 
to St. Thomas that it is unnecessary to dwell upon the question as to the exact quantity of water per man required 
by Netherlands law; though the Court is of opinion that 4} rans, Dutch measure, of water is the quantity 
prescribed by Durch law for each seaman per day, and 4# rans amount, as nearly as possible, to 4 quarts and 1 
gill English measure. Besides the water-casks, there were found on board the detained vessel 1,920 loose staves 
of casks, which the surveyors state in their Report to be sufficient to be set up into 87 pega capable of 
containing 8.700 gallons ; and it is a point of the greatest importance whether casks found on board a vessel in 
the shape of siaves are or are not to be considered as receptacles for containing water within the meaning of the 
Equipment Article of the ‘Treaty. The master and the supercargo, indeed, in their answers to tiie special 
interrogatories, make very light of these staves ; they speak of them as “a few old staves for dGuanage.” Had they 
heen so, no importance would have attached to them; but these few old staves are subsequently magnified into a 
number sufficient to make 87 puncheons with a capacity of 8,700 gatlons, a considerably larger quantity than 
contained in the casks on board the vessel. Now it is well known that, given the presence of a sufficient number 
of staves, heads and hoops for any number of casks may be supplied at anv place on the West Coast of Africa, but 
the staves themselves cannot be supplied unless they are already stored in some depét. Keeping this in view, it 
appears to us that if this Court were to lay down the principle that staves in any quantity carried by a vessel 
coming to the West Coast of Africa shall not be considered as an article of equipment, any slave-vessel might 
come to the coast with impunity, with just sufficient water for her crew, and her full complement of casks for her 
slave-voyage in the shape of loose staves ready to be set up at the first convenient opportunity. We feel bound, 
therefore, to decide that the 1,920 loose staves found on board the detained vessel, and not entered as cargo, must 
be considered in the same light as casks capable of holding 8.700 gallons of water. Adding these to the forty-one 
casks measured by the surveyors, and found by them to be capable of containing 5,363 gallons, we find that the 
detained vessel had on board at the time of capture receptacles for water capable of containing, in the aggregate, 
14.063 gallons, a quantity amply sufficient to carry a full cargo of slaves across the Atlantic. 

It being thus established to the satisfaction of the Court that the detained vessel had on board a sufficient 
quantity of vessels for holding water to constitute a breach of the Equipment Article of the Treaty between Great 
Britain and the Netherlands, it remains for the supercargo to show that notwithstanding the suspicious circum- 
stances against the vessel, he was at the time of detention engaged on a lawful voyage. We will now proceed to 
take into consideration the circumstances of the voyage from Havre to the Congo as set forth from the ship's 
papers and the supercargo’s own evidence. It appears from the ship’s manifest dated Havre, the 17th of July, 
1862, that the supercargo shipped on board a cargo consisting, besides twenty barrels of flour, chiefly of preserved 
provisions, wine, and brandy, which appear to be rather adapted for cabin use on board the vessel than to be 
intended as cargo for trade; however, taking the whole as cargo, the aggregate value amounted to 7,500 francs, 
er as nearly as possible 3U0/ English money. After leaving Havre documentary evidence fails us, but the 
supercargo states that he took on board at Rotterdam 20,000 bricks and some gin. Now, ee the high valuation 
of 32. per 1,000 on the bricks, the ascertained value of the cargo would be raised to 360/. As to the value or the 
quantity of the gin shipped we have no evidence; the supercargo states that he did not bring a manifest from 
Rotterdam because no manifest is given to vessels proceeding to the West Coast of Africa. We are ata loss to 
understand how the Court can be expected to reconcile that statement with the 9th Section of the Additional 
Article to the Treaty of 1818 dated the 25th January, 1823, which stipulates as follows, ‘ having on board 
an unreasonable quantity of rice, &c.,” such rice, &c., not being entitled on the “ manifest as part of the cargo 
for trade.” It appears, therefore, that the supercargo took a vessel of 270 tons, with a crew of fourteen persons, 
on a trading voyage to the West Coast of Africa with a cargo, supposing even that the whole of it was intended 
for trade, of less than 400/. in value. He states that he landed some of this cargo at Elmina, afterwards some 
more at Quinsembo, and that he was on his way to the Congo to land the rest when capture took place; he was, 
after taking on board return cargo at the Congo. to touch at St. Thomas, and then proceed to Elmina, to take on 
board cargo in return for the goods he had landed at that place, whence he was to proceed to Curacoa ; he omits, 
however, altogether to state how he was to obtain a return for cargo landed at Quinsembo. Now, what cargo, and 
to what value, did he land at Elmina and at Quinsembo he gives no account, and he produces no receipt and no 
scrap of documentary evidence from either place to prove that he was engaged in any commereial transaction 
whatever ; his allegation that he had such papers, but that they were taken away by mistake in the passengers’ 
luggage, is disposed of by the declaration of the Prize Officer that the papers of the detained barque were 
delivered up before the passengers left the vessel, and further that their luggage was strictly searched after they 
were taken on board the “ Espoir,” and that the papers found therein have been produced before this Court. But 
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what cargo could the supercargo have landed either at Elmina, Quinsembo, or the Congo, to make it worth his 
while to touch at those places either on his outward or homeward voyage? Are we to believe that a vessel of 270 
tous could make a profitable voyage from the Coast of Africa to the West Indies with African produce shipped in 
return for a cargo from Europe of less than 400/. in value, or are we to believe that the supercargo took the 
detained vessel from Rotterdam on a voyage down the whole West Coast of Africa without uny definite object, 
but on the chance of picking up freight somewhere for Curagoa? Neither supposition is in the slightest degree 
consistent with probability. But suppose, on the other hand, that the detained vessel, instead of being bound to 
St. Thomas, was really bound to the River Congo for the purpose, in pursuance of a preconcerted arrangement, of 
taking a cargo of slaves to Cuba, and every circumstance of her voyage from St. Jago de Cuba to the place where 
she was captured, is at once clearly accounted for. Recapitulating, then, the main points in this case which have 
been established to our satisfaction; bearing in view that the detained vessel, having cleared from Rotterdam for 
St. Thomas, was detained near the Congo, six degrees of latitude to the south of her port of destination; that she had on 
board at the time of capture casks, or staves fit for being set up into casks, capable of containing a total of 14,063 
gallons of water; that in the face of these suspicious circumstances the master and supercargo have failed to prove 
either by the ship's papers, or by any other evidence, that the vessel was at the time of her detention engaged in 
a lawful voyage; that, on the contrary, all the circumstances of her voyage are inconsistent with the supposi- 
tion that she is engaged in legal trade, and consistent with the supposition that she is engaged in a slave- 
trading voyage, the Court can come to no other conclusion than that the detained! barque was at the time of her 
detention by Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir” equipped for and engaged in the illicit Traffic in Slaves, in contra- 
vention of the ‘Treaty of the 4th of May, 1818, between Great Britain and the Netherlands, and of the 
Additional Articles thereto. We therefore condemn the barque “ Jane,” together with her cargo, equipment, 
aud stores, as good prize to the Crowns of Great Britain and of the Netherlands. 
December 10, 1862. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 
SAML, W. BLACKALL. 
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Evidence in the case of the Netherlands barquc “ Jane.” 


Affidavit of Seizure. 
In the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice. Colony of Sierra Leone. 


I, PATRICK JAMES MURRAY, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-ship ‘‘Espoir,” Sholto Douglas’ 
Esquire, Commander, being duly sworn, make oath and say as tollows, that is to say :— 

1. That the said Commander is duly authorized and empowered, according to the Treaty entered into between 
Great Britain and the Netherlands, signed at the Hague on the 4th day of May, 1818, by a warrant from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to make seizures of Netherlands’ vessels engaged in and equipped for the 
Slave Trade, a true copy of which is hereunto annexed, marked A. 

2. That on the 15th day of October, 1862, they fell in with a suspicious-loeking vessel at anchor off Point 
Padrone, in the River Congo, and I was ordered by the said Commander to proceed on board and ascertain her 
character and occupation ; and upon inquiry I found that she was the Netherlands barque “Jane,” commanded by 
one B. A. Prince, with a crew of thirteen persons, two passengers, and a supercargo ; and upon searching the said 
vessel she was found to have on board the following articles of Slave Trade equipment, namely, a ledge around 
the hold suitable for receiving a slave deck ; 42 water-casks in the hold noid capable of containing about 80 
gallons each, and | large cask containing upwards of 200 gallons, and 2 casks on deck capable of containing about 
80 gallons each; and a very large quantity of loose shooks and staves in the hold capable of forming about 30 
more casks. No certificate having been produced by the master from the Custom-house at the place from which 
he cleared outwards, stating that security had been given by the owners of such vessel that such quantity of casks 
should only be used for the reception of palm oil, orefor other purposes of lawful commerce. About 9 casks of 
farinha, 13 casks of flour, 22 casks of biscuit, each cask supposed to contain 250 lbs., and 18 casks of salt meat, 
and being a much larger quantity of provisions than was requisite for the use of her crew. 

3. That upon ascertaining these facts I returned on board the said steamer, and reported the same to the said 
Commander, who immediately caused the said barque to be seized by reason of her being equipped for and engaged 
in the Slave Trade, contrary to the provisions of the before-mentioned Treaty entered into between Great Britain 
and the Netherlands. 

4. That the undermentioned papers and documents now produced were given or delivered up to the said 
Commander by the said master in my presence, viz, ;— 

No. 1. Muster-roll, dated Curacao, 26th March, 1862. 

No. 2. Muster-roll, dated Rotterdam, 21st August, 1862. 

No, 3. Register, dated Curacao, 26th March, 1862. 

No. 4. Register. dated Rotterdam, 15th August, 1862; and 

Receipt for harbour dues, dated 15th August, 1862. 

‘That the following papers also now produced were found by the said Commander in the baggage of the two 
passengers who were removed on board the said steamer to be landed at the Congo, at their own request, viz.:— 

A, No. 1. Copy of charter-party of ship “ Nightingale.” 

A, No. 2. List of cargo. : 

A, No. 3. Permit, dated Havana, 30th September, 1861. 

And thatthe paper writing also now produced, marked A, No. 4, was given or delivered up by the supercargo, 
James R. Meilen, to the said Commander, from whom I received the whole of the said papers and documents ; and 
that they are now in the same plight and condition as when received by me, without any fraud, addition, subtraction, 
alteration, ar embezzlement whatever save the numbering and marking thereof. 

5. That I was, after the seizure of the said vessel, placed on board, as prize officer, to navigate her to this 
port for adjudication, where I arrived on the 29th October. 

6. That the several documents relating to the seizure also hereunto annexed, marked B and C, namely, a 
declaration of the seigure, and a certificate of the papers found on board, are, to the best of my knowledge and 
beiief, true and genuine. 

pg no ¢hange has taken place in the said barque since the time of seizure, save and except a use of 

Lass A, 





6 SIERRA LEONE. 


fuel and water on the passage up, the removal of the two passengers as aforesaid, and the burning of 120 shooks 
and staves for firewood, not knowing at that time that there was any on board; but upon subsequently removing 
some of the staves in the hold a very large quantity was found. 


(Signed) P. J. MURRAY. 
On the Ist day of November, 1862, the said deponent, Lieutenant Patrick James Murray, was duly sworn 
to the truth of this affidavit. . 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wa. Sairn, Registrar. 


Captor's Declarations. 


I, the Undersigned, Sholto Douglas, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty's Navy, and 
Commanding Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Espoir,” duly authorized by the Treaty between Great Britain and the 
Netherlands, dated 25th January, 1823, for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, do hereby declare that, on the 
15th day of October, 1862, being at anchor off Point Pahrom, I detained the Netherlands barque “Jane,” whereof 
B. A. Prince is master, for having violated the said Treaty ; and I further declare that the vessel had on board at 
the time of capture a crew of thirteen persons, two passengers, and one supercargo, an American. And I de also 
declare that I found this vessel in the following state, viz.:—In the hold 42 140-gallon casks, containing water 
and some bricks, besides staves and a considerable quantity of provisions. 

Given under my hand this 15th day of October, 1562, off Point Padrone. 

(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir.”" 


I, the Undersigned, Sholto Douglas, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty’s Navy, and 
commanding Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” do hereby certify that on the 15th day of October, 1862, beng at 
anchor off Point Padrone, I seized the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” whereof B. A. Prince is master, for being on 
the coast of Africa for slaving purposes. 

I further certify that the papers which I have numbered 1 to 4 inclusive. are the whole of the documents, 
letters, and writings seized on board, which are hereunder specified and described, namely :— 

1. Muster-roll, dated Curacao, 26th March, 1862. 

2. Muster-roll, dated Rotterdam, 2)st August, 1862. 

3. Register, dated Curacao, 26th March, 1862. 

4. Register, dated Rotterdam, 15th August, 1862. 

Receipt for harbour dues, No. 289, 15th August, 1862. Nos. 922 and 923. 

Signed by me the 15th day of October, 1862, at Point Padrone. 

(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS, 
Commanding Her Majesty's ship * Espoir.” 


Examination of the Master of the said Vessel on Standing and Standing Special Interrogatories. 


In the case of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. Monday, November 3, 1862. 


B. A. Prince, master of the said vessel, being produced, sworn, and examined on standing and standing special 
interrogatories, deposeth and saith a» follows, viz. :—He was born in Curacao, and has always lived there. Is a 
Netherlands subject, and has never been the subject of any other State. Is married, and his family reside in 
Curacao. That Michael Brown Gorsira appointed witness to the command of the vessel. He lives at Curacao, 
and is a subject of the King of the Netherlands. Witness took possession of the detained vessel at Curagao on 
the 25th March, 1862. Has known the detained vessel since 1861. First saw her at Curacao. She is an 
American-built. Witness was present when the vessel was seized. Does not know why she was detained. Sailed 
under the Netherlands flag. and had no others. The name of the detained vescel is ‘‘ Jane.” Has always borne 
that name to witness’ knowledge. Does not kaow whether she has been called by any other name. She is 270 
tons burden. There were 14 officers and mariners on board, exclusive of witness. There were 5 Germans, 2 
French, | Spaniard, 2 Dutch, 1 Norwegian, 1 Danish, 1 North American, 1 South American. Seven were 
shipped at Curacao by witness on the 26th March last. and seven at Rotterdam by the shipping master on :he 
2st August, 1862. Neither witness nor any of the officers or mariners had any interest in the vessel or her 
cargo. Was master on board. There were two passengers shipped at Rotterdam for River Congo. The said 
passengers were not secreted at the time of capture. One of them was called Dubois, a Belgian, and the other a 
Spaniard, by the name of Cabias, who was a clerk to Dubois. Witness does not know on what business the said 
passengers were going to the Congo. By their own will they were taken from the “Jane” by the Commander of 
the “ Espoir ” to be landed at the Congo. The said passengers had no coacern or authority, directly or indirectly, 
regarding the detained vessel and cargo. Tiere was a supercargo on board, an American, by the name of Mellen, 
who owned the cargo. That the present voyage began at Rotterdam, and was to have ended at St. Thomas, on 
the African coast. The last clearing port was Rotterdam. From thence the detained vessel went direct to Elmina, 
where she discharged some cargo. The destination of the vessel was altered to Elmina by the direction of the 
supereargo. After leaving Elmina the ‘‘ Jane” went to a place called Quinsembo, to the south of River Congo, 
where some more cargo was discharged. That Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir” was first seen on the morning of 
the 14th October last, standing for Point Padrone, where the detained vessel was at anchor, and capture took 
place on the morning of the 15th. That on the 10th of October, while the vessel was on her way to the River 
Congo, she was detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, who sent an officer with eight 
armed men on board, and with instructions to anchor the vessel off Point Padroue, while the “ Zebra” went to 
the southward, She returned on the morning of the 14th, and released the “Jane ;” when witness was told, at 
the same time, to go where he liked. The vessel was not, however, released above eight hours when she was 
captured by the “ Espoir,” which was at anchor about a mile and a-half from the “Jane.” The detained vessel 
was bound to the Riser Congo when she was first captured by the “ Zebra,” and afterwards by the “ Espvir.” 
That there are no guns mounted on board, nor are there any arms or ammunition. No resistance was made at the 
time of capture. Had no instructions to destroy or conceal any of the ship's papers. Witness, however, refused, 
in the first instance, to deliver up the papers of the vessel to the searching officer, but was afterwards forced to 
give them up to the Commander of the “ Espoir,” who gave hima receipt for them. That Michael Brown Gorsira 
is the owner of the detained vessel. Witness knows it because it is so stated in the register. He is a subject of the 
Netherlands, and has always resided with his wife and family in Curacao. That he does not know whether there 


SIERRA LEONE. 7 


was any bill of salv, nor when, where, or in whose presence it was executed, nor the price paid for the vessel. The 
detained vessel, if restored, will belong to the owner, Michael Brown Gorsira fore-mentioned. That 
James R. Mellen, the su rgo, is the lader and owner of the cargo on board. He is an American, and witness 
believes he lives in New York. Witness first saw him in Curacao, in the month of April last, when he chartered 
the vessel. ‘The cargo was consigned to the supercargo, who was the owner, and if restored it will belong to him. 
The lading of the vessel on her last voyage was sugar, which was shipped at St. Jago de Cuba to Havre. From 
Havre the vessel went to Rotterdam to get permission to visit the coast of Africa; and which permission is 
endorsed on the register, and signed by both the Colonial and Exterior Ministers. The outward cargo consisted 
of provisions, which was shipped at Havre by the supercargo previous to the vessel visiting Rotterdam, at which 
last place bricks and gin were taken on board. Nearly all the outward cargo has been landed at Elmina and 
Quinsembo. Witness is certain that all the papers found on board the detained vessel are true and fair. Knows 
nothing to affect their credit. That no papers or other writings which were on board the vessel have been torn, 
thrown overboard, destroyed, or concealed, excepting the log-book, which is in witness’ possession. ‘That there 
are no papers or writings relative to the vessel and cargo in any other country to witness’ knowledge. Believes 
that there was a charter-party between the supercargo and the owner of the ship, but witness has never seen it, 
nor knows its contents. Witness was told by the owner that the ship was chartered by the month to Mellen, and 
that he was to be under Mellen’s orders. Witness knows that the slip is insured, but cannot say at what premium 
the insurance was effected. The vessel and cargo was under the direction of the supercargo with respect to her 
employment in trade. ‘That bulk was broken at Elmina and Quinsembo, where nearly all the outward cargo was 
landed. That no slave or slaves have been shipped on board for the purpose of the Traffic in Slaves during the 
voyage. That no stores, sails, or any other articles whatever were taken out of the detained vessel at the time of 
capture, That no articles have been taken out of the detained vessel since her arrival at this port. The search of 
the detained vessel was conducted by Lieutenant Murray, of the “ Espoir.” Has been well treated. 


Standing Special Interrogatories 


‘The hatches of the vessels are not fitted with open gratings. That the combings of the hatchways are not 
bored, nor are there any iron bars on board to fitthem. ‘That there are no divisions in the hold of the vessel. 
The cabin and forecastle are on deck. ‘That there are about 12 or 13 planks on board for the use of the vessel ; 
they are not numbered or fitted to any part of the vessel. There is no slave-deck laid. There were only two 
pairs of handcuffs on board for the sailors if they proved refractory. ‘There are 23 water-casks on board 
for the use of the vessel, besides 20 casks belonging to the supercargo. Had no other means of conveying 
water. There are a few old staves which were used for dunnage when she carried sugar to Havre, and have been 
allowed to remain on board since. Some of these staves have been used for firewood. The whole of the casks are 
capable of containing 4,730 gallons. There were 15 casks of fresh water on board at the time of capture; the 
vessel was supplied with these casks in consequence of the length of the voyage, in which each seaman has to 
receive .} gallon of water daily according to Dutch law, That there are no mess-tubs or kids on board. There 
are no iron or copper boilers on board, excepting a few saucepans for the use of the crew. ‘To witness's knowledge 
there is a half-barrel of flour, a few barrels of biscuits, pork, beef and mackerel, also some codsish for 
the use of the vessel; likewise the under-mentioned articles which belong to the supercargo, viz :— 


L.—1 case, containing 100 tins soup a la Julienne. 16 half-barrels family beef. 

2 ditto, containing 100 tins petit pois. 4 jars contaiming 2UU lbs. butter. 
2 ditto, containing. 100 haricots verts. 21 cases bread. 
1 ditto, containing langues de beeuf' in tins. 2 casks rum. 
2 ditto, containing 100 tins sardines. 2 ditto, !amp oil. 

10 half-barrels of flour. 4 kegs lard. 
1 case containing 100 tins assorted meats. 1 case asperges. 

22 baskets cider. 1 fromage du Gruyen. 


10 cases wine (Macon) (Signed) B. A. PRINCE 
ign or. : 


Examination of the Supercargo on Standing and Standing Special Interrogatories. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque ‘‘ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. Monday, November 3, 1862. 


James Robert Mellen, supercargo of the said vessel, being produced, sworn, and examined on standing 
and standing special interrogatories, deposeth, and saith as follows, viz: That the name of the master of the 
detained vessel in Bernadus A. Prince; has known him since March last. He was born in Curacao where he 
resides with his family. The owner, Michael B. Gorsira, appointed the master to the command of the vessel. 
Gorsira resides in Curagao with his family, The vessel was taken possession of by the master at Curagao in March 
last. Witness has known the detained vessel about the latter part of February last. Believes she is an American 
built. Was present at the detention of the vessel. He dves not know why she was detained. She sailed under 
Netherlands flag, and had no others on board. The name of the detained vessel is “June.” Does not know how 
long she has borne that name, nor whether she has been called by any other name. She is 270 tons burthen. 
There were 14 officers and mariners on board, exclusive of the master: they were mostly Dutchmen. Some of 
them were shipped at Havre by the Dutch Consul, and others at Rotterdam by the shipping master. Witness 
has interest both in the vessel and cargo. Does not know whether any of the officers or mariners had. Was 
supercargo on board. There were two passengers on board, one by the name of William Dubois, a Belgian, and 
Theodore, who is a native of France. The said passengers were taken on board at Rotterdam for River Congo, 
where they have a factory at a place called Landana. At their own request the passengers were taken from the 
“ Jane" by the Commander of the “ Espoir,” to be landed at Iandana. ‘The voyage commenced at Havre, and 
was to have ended either at Curacao or at a port of discharge in Europe. Rotterdam was the last clearing port 
whence she sailed for St. Thomas and the coast of Guinea. The detained vessel went direct from Rotterdam to 
Elmina, where she discharged some ; afterwards she went to Quinsembo, about three miles from Ambriz, 
where some more cargo was also landed. ‘he vessel touched at the above places for trading a The 
detained vessel was in the first instance seized by Her Majesty's ship “Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, about 
twenty-five miles south of Point Padrone on the 9th or 10th October last, when an officer and crew where put on 
board of her. She was then anchored about five or six miles off Point Padrone for five or six days, when she was 
released by the “ Zebra,” and on the followi day she was captured by the “ Espoir” while at anchor in company 
with Her Majesty's ships “ Antelope,” “ Torch,” and “Zebra.” The vessel being bound to St. Thomas and the 
coast of Guinea, her course was always in that direction when'the weather permitted. Witness does not consider that 
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the vessel was sailing beyond her destination at the time of capture. There are no guns on board, nor are there 
any arms or ammunition, excepting one pistol. No resistance was made at the time of capture, nor were there 
any instructions to destroy or refuse to deliver up any of the ship's papers. Michael B. Gorsira is the owner of 
the detained vessel. Knows it from his acquaintance with Mr. Gorsira. He is a Dutchman and resides with his 
family at Curagao, of which place he is a native. Witness believes that there must have been a bill of sale made 
to the owner of the vessel, but cannot tell when, where, and in whose presence it was executed, nor the price paid 
for the vessel. ‘The vessel, if restored, will belong to Gorsira. Witness is the lader, owner, and consignee of the 
cargo on board the “Jane.” He is a native of the Confederate States of America, where he and his family have 
resided for some years. ‘Ihe cargo was to be disposed ef at the ports on the coast of Aftica for the benefit of 
witness, and if restored will belong to him. The lading of the vessel on her last voyage was sugar, which 
was shipped at St. Jago de Cuba for Havre. The present cargo was a general one, part of which 
was shipped at Havre in transit for St. Thomas and the coast of Guinea, and part at Rotterdam, to be disposed of 
at the best advantage. There are about 2,000 dollars worth of cargo on board, but the rest has been landed at 
Elmina and Quinsembo for trade. That all the papers found on board the detained vessel are entirely true and 
fair. Knows of nothing to affect their credit. ‘That no bills of lading, letters, or other writings which 
were on board at the time she took her departure from the last clearing port have been burnt, torn, thrown over- 
board, destroyed, cancelled, or concealed, except the manifest of some of the cargo shipped at Havre, which is in 
ossession of witness. That there are some bills of lading relative to the cargo left at Elmina and Quinsenibo. 
There was no charter-party signed for the voyage, but witness had a written agreement with the owner on shares 
of 75 per cent. to himself from the earnings of the ship, and 25 per cent to the owner. From witness’ share he is 
to pay the wages of the officers and crew, and all port charges and expenses. ‘This agreement was signed some time 
in March last, and was left at the Custom-house at Curugao. The vessel was insured in Holland at 8} per cent. 
premium. The cargo was notinsured. The vessel was under the mauagement of the master, but the cargo was 
under witness’s control. Bulk was broken at Elmina and Quinsembo. That no slave or slaves have been put on 
board for the purpose of the Traffic in Slaves during the voyage. That no stores or any other articles were taken 
out of the detained vessel at the time of capture. That nothing has been removed from her since her arrival in 
this port. That Lieutenant Murray and the Paymaster conducted the search of the vessel. He has been well 
treated. 


Standing Special Interrogatories. 


That the hatches of the vessel are nut fitted with open gratings. The combings of the hatches are not bered 
or otherwise fitted to reccive iron bars or bolts, nor are there any iron bars on board. ‘There is a little store-room 
abaft the cabin, which is on deck together with the forecastle. ‘There are about 10 or 12 boards on board for the 
ship's use; they are not numbered nor fited to any part of the vessel. That there is a slave-deck laid. There 
are no shackles, bolts, nor handcuffs on board. That there are about 42 water-casks on board tor the use of the 
vessel, These casks are capable of containing abont 4.000 gallons of water. She had no other means of eouveying 
water. There are a few staves which were used for dunnage and firewood. ‘Ihat there are no mess kids nor tubs 
on board. There are no copper or iron boilers on board, except a few saucepans used in the galley for the officers 
and crew. ‘There are about 15 barrels of flour, 21 casks of bread, 8 or 10 barrels of beef and pork, and small 
cabin stores; the bread was for sale, but the rest of the provisions was for the use of the vessel. 


(Signed) JAMES R. MELLEN. 


Examination of the Mate on Standing and Standing Special Interrogatories. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. Tuesday, November 4, 1862. 


William Kierulf, mate of the said vessel, being produced, sworn. and examined on standing and special interro- 
gatories, deposeth, and saith as follows, viz :—That the name of the master of the detained vessel is B. A. Prince. 
Has known him about six months ago. To witness’ knowledge the said master was born at Curacao, where he 
lives with his wife and family. Witness believes that the master was appointed to the command of the vessel by 
the owner, who resides in Curacao. Possession was given to the said master in March last, when-witness saw the 
detained vessel for the first time. He does not know where she vas built. He was present at the seizure of the 
vessel. Does not why she was detained. She sailed under Netherlands flag, and had no others on board. That 
the name of the detained vessel is “Jane.” She has borne that name since witness joined her. He does not know 
whether she has been called by any other name. She is 270 tons burthen. There were 14 officers and mariners on 
board, exclusive of the muster and supercargo; 2 were West Indians, 2 French, and the remainder Dutch and 
Danes. The supercargo belongs to the Southern States of North America. Some were shipped in Curacao by 
the master, and some at Havre by the shipping master, but they were all re-shipped at Rotterdam. That neither 
he nor any of the officers or mariners had any interest in the vessel or cargo to his knowledge. Was chiet’ mate on 
board. There were two passengers who joined the vessel at Rotterdam, and were bound to the coast ; but witness 
does not know to what particular part. One of the passengers was called Dubois, and the other Cabias. They 
were either Belgians or Frenchmen. He does not know whether the said passengers had any interest in the vessel 
or cargo. The present voyage began at Rotterdam. and was to have ended either at Curacao or some port in 
Europe. The detained vessel cleared from Rovterdam for the coast of Guinea, and proceeded direct to Elmina and 
Quinsembo, at which places some of the cargo was landed. That the vessel was in the first instance seized by Her 
Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, about 25 miles off the mouth of the River Congo, who ordered her 
to be anchored off Point Padrone, and detained her for five or six days. After overhauling the ship she was released. 
The next morning she was again detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Espou,” which was lying at anchor about two 
miles from the “ Jane.” Witness does not consider that at the time of capture the vessel was sailing beyond her 
destination, because she was bound to the coast.. That there are no guns mounted on board, neither were there 
any arms or ammunition. No resistance was made at the time of capture, nor were there any instructions to 
(lestroy. conceal, or refuse to deliver up any of the ship’s papers. Mr. Gorsira is the owner of the detained vessel. 
Wituess heard in Curagao that he wasthe owner. Gorsira is a Dutchman, and lives in Curacao with his wife. 
Witness does not know whether any bill of sale was made to.the aforesaid owner, nor does he know the amount 
paid for the ves:el. Believes that the vessel, if restored, will belong to Gorsira. The supercargo is the lader 
of the cargo =hipped on board the vessel, who has the entire control over it, but he does not know to whom it 
belongs. Does not know to whom the cargo will belong if reatored. The lading of the vessel on her last voyage 
was sugar, which was shipped at St. Jago de Cuba for Havre. The present cargo is a general one, shipped part!y 
in Havre, and partly in Rotterdam by the su . To witness’ knowledge all the papers found on board the 
detained vessel are entirely true and fair ; knows of nothing to affect their credit. No papers belonging to the 
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vessel have been Santen". concealed, or made away with, to witness’ knowledge. He does not know whether 
there are any papers belonging to the detained vessel in any other country. That he does not know whether there 
was any charter-party signed for the voyage. He does not know whether the vessel and cargo are insured. The 
management of the vessel in regard to her trade was between the supercargo and the master. Bulk was broken at 
Elmina and Quinsembo, at which places a good deal of the cargo was landed. That no élaves or slave have been 
put on board for the purpose of the Traffic in Slaves during the voyage. That no stores or any other articles were 
taken out of the detained vessel at the time of capture. That nothing has been removed from her since her 
arrival here. That the rank of the officer who conducted the search was a lieutenant. He has been well 
treated. 


Standing Special Interrogatories. 


That the hatches of the vessel are not fitted with open gratings. ‘That the combings of the hatchways are 
not bored, nor are there any iron bars on board to fit them. That there are no divisions in the hold of the vessel. 
The cabin and forecastle are on deck. There are about 14 planks on board for the carpenter's use, but they are 
not numbered nor fitted to any part of the vessel. Ther? is no slave-deck laid. ‘That there are two or three pairs 
of handcuffs on board for the sailors. There are about 45 water-casks on board. Had no other means of 
conveying water. There are no tanks, but some staves which were used for dunnage when she had cargo, and 
atterwards for firewood. The 45 casks are capable of containing about 3,000 gallons of water. There are no mess 
kids or tubs on board. There is no copper or iron boiler on board, except what is used in the gallev sor the officers 
and crew. There are about 10 barrels of flour, about 12 barrels of pork and beef, 21 barrels of bread, 
1 box codfish and preserved meats ; all (except the bread, which is for sale) are for the use of the officers and 
crew. 


(Signed) WILLIAM KIERULF. 


Claim of the Master for the Vessel and Cargo. 
Barque “ Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master. November 8, 1862. 


The claim of the said Bernadus Antony Prince, the Master of the said barque “ Jane,” a subject of His Most 
Faithful Majesty the King of the Netherlands, for the said barque, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, goods, wares 
and merchandize, as were on board the said barque at the time of the capture by Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” 
Sholto Douglas, Commander, and brought to Sierra Leone, and for the said barque, her tackle, apparel, and 
furniture, the sole property of Michael Brown Gorsira, an inhabitant and native of Curacao, and her cargo the 
sole property of James Robert Mellen, an inhabitant of the Confederate States of America, and native of Savannah, 
Georgia, and as protected by the Treaty or Convention between His Britannic Majesty and His said Most 
Faithful Majesty dated the 4th day of May, 1818. And for all costs, charges, losses, damages, demurrage, and 
expenses as have arisen, or shall or may arise, by means of the capture and detention of the said barque and her 
cargo as aforesaid. 


(Signed) B. A. PRINCE. 


Affidavit of the Master in support of the Claim. 
Barque “ Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master. November 8, 1862. 


Appeared personally, the said Bernadus Antony Prince, the master of the said barque. and maketh oath that 
he is a subject of His Most Faithful Majesty the King of the Netherlands, and was master of the said barque at 
the time of the capture thereof by/Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” Sholto Douglas, Commander, and that the said 
barque was so captured on the 15th of the month of October, 1862, in the prosecution of her Heng from 
Quinsembo on the Coast of Africa to the River Congo, with a cargo of general merchandize. And he further 
maketh oath that Michael Brown Gorsira, of Curagao, a subject of His said Most Faithful Majesty, was at the 
time of the said capture, and now is, the true, lawful, and sole owner and proprietor of the said barque, her tackle, 
apparel, and furniture. And that James Robert Mellen, an inhabitant of the Confederate States of America, 

, native of Savannah. Georgia, is the sole owner and proprietor of her said cargo. And the deponent further 
maketh on oath that he verily believes the said barque an cary are protected by the Treaty and Convention 
between His said Britannic Majesty and His said Most Faithful Majesty, and he further maketh oath that no 
person or persons other than the persons before-mentioned hav. any right, title, or interest in the said barque, her 
tackle, apparel and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandize on board the same at the time of capture and 
seizure thereof, and that he is duly authorized to make the claim hereunto annexed, and that the same is a true 
and just claim, and that he shall be able to make due proof and specification thereof. 

(Signed) B. A. PRINCE. 


On the 11th day of November, 1862, the said Bernadus Antony Prince was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit, and of the claim hereunto annexed. 
Before me, 


(Signed) Wa. Situ, Registrar. 


Examination of the Master on Special Interrogatories. 


In the case of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. Thursday, November 13, 1862. 


The master of the said vessel, being produced, sworn, and examined on special interrogatories put on behalf 
of the captors by permission of the Judges of the said Court, deposeth, and gaith as follows, viz :—That he produces 
the log-book which he kept on the passage. It was asked for by the captors whilst inspecting the papers of the 
detained vessel ; but they did not take it from him, nor did he refuse to deliver it up. That after touching at 
St. T homas, which was the port of destination, the detained vessel was to have come to the Coast of Africa by 
directions of the superea: But while at sea the supercargo changed his mind, and ordered the vessel to be 
taken to Elmina. That the tnanifest of the cargo shi at Havre for St. Thomas in transit for Rotterdam was 
sie ‘itness for the supercargo to whom it was delivered ; it was not therefore in his possession to give it up 
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the captors at the time of seizure. There was no manifest of the bricks and gin shi at Rotterdam. That the 
clearance of the barque from Rotterdam for St.Thomas was according to = heey at the Custom-house at 
Helvoetsluys, where an endorsement to that effect was made on the register of the vessel on the 23rd of August 
last, and signed by the Chief Officer of the Customs, There was no clearance from Elmina. 
(Signed) B. A. PRINCE. 
This examination was taken, and the truth thereof sworn to. 
Before me. 
(Signed) Wa. Suita, Registrar. 





Examination of the Supercargo on Special Interrogatories. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. Friday, November 14, 1862, 


The supercargo of the said vessel, et roduced, sworn, and examined on special interrogatories put on 
behalf of the captors by permission of the Judges of the said Court, deposeth, and saith as follows, viz.:—That 
wines, brandy, and provisions were landed at Elmina and Quinsembo. At the former port the cargo was left for 
sale under the care of William Ames, an American, who resides there ; and at the latter place it was also left for 
sale under the care of John R. Lovitt. He was to receive money and produce in exchange for it. The detained 
vessel was to have gone from Congo to St. Thomas, and the payment of the cargo was to be received on the 
return voyage up the coast. There was no bill of lading, but he left invoices of such cargo as was landed at 
Elmina and Quinsembo with the parties already mentioned. He received receipts for the cargo landed, and will 
produce them.* That he will produce the manifest of the cargo shipped at Havre. There was no manifest of the 
cargo shipped at Rotterdam. At the time of seizure witness was asked for the manifest of the cargo shipped at 
Rotterdam, but not for that shipped at Havre. That he has not a copy of the agreement entered into with the 
owner of the “ Jane,” but it was therein stipulated that witness was to have the entire use of the vessel on a 
trading voyage to go where he liked for twelve months, during which time if witness chartered the vessel to any 
one, the owner was to receive 25 per cent. of her freight money, he (witness) paying all the expenses of the ship ; 
but if the vessel was loaded by witness he was to pay the owner 800 dollars per month, the owner paying the 
expenses. There was no other condition of any importance to witness’ recollection. That the clearance of the 
barque from Rotterdam is on the register of the ship. There was a clearance from Elmina on a small slip of 
paper which is somewhere on board the vessel, and which he will look for and deliver into Court,* That the 
vessel having cleared for St. Thomas and the Coast, it was optional as to which she first touched at. That the 
vessel went to the River Congo to dispose of the remaining cargo, as well as to look for freight. That the 


bricks on board were for sale. 
(Signed) JAMES R, MELLEN. 


This examination was taken, and the truth thereof sworn to. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wo. Smitn, Registrar. 


Surveyors’ Report. 
Mixed Court of Justive, Colony of Sierra Leone. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque ‘“‘ Jane,” whereof B. A. Prince was Master. 


To their Honour's the Judges of the said Court. 

In pursuance of a Commission of Survey and Inspection to us directed, dated 4th day of November, 1862, 
we proceeded on board the said vessel “ Jane" on the 6th day of November, and found her fitted with the usual 
fore, main, and after-hatchways, also a small circular scuttle abaft the cabin house leading down into a store room. 
On opening the hatches and going down into the hold, we found the fore-hold encumbered with a quantity of 
bricks, which prevented our getting to the floor or ceiling of the vessel ; these we requested might be shifted into 
the fore-peak, which being ohana by a small quantity of shooks or staves, we examined. In the main-hold we 
found several tons of flint, for ballast, at the fore part of which was stowed a number of water-casks of various . 
sizes; some were filled with fresh and some with salt water, for ballast. We found a stringer running fore and 
aft the hold, forming part of the heed 0 structure of the vessel, as also four beams; the height between the 
upper part of which and the lower part of the upper deck beams measured 3 feet 94 inches, being well adapted 
to the purpose of laying a slave-deck. We found no bulkhead of partition in the hold; the hatchways were fitted 
with close hatches as usual in merchant-ships. We found no gratings, nor any appearance in the combings of 
the hatches of their having been fitted to receive gratings. 

November 7th. We again proceeded on bnard the “ Jane,” and examined the main-hold down to the floor, 
lifting limber boards on both sides the kelson, the flint bullast having been cleared away as recommended yesterday. 
——. 20 water-casks varying from 105 to 1844 gallons, which we found capable of containing in all 
2, 8. re 

jovember Sth. We again proceeded on board the “ Jane,” and fourid on deck 18 casks capable of containing 

water which had been hoisted out of the after hold; these we and found they would contain 126 gallons 

each, or a total of 2,268 gallons. We also found three casks full of fresh water in the after-hold, which en 

gauging we found to contain respectively bs Pagriga 245 gallons. We also found and counted 1,920 loose 
w 


staves of casks, average length 46 inches, if set up, and allowing 22 to the puncheon, would furnish 
87 puncheons. 
‘ Gallons. 
eyes aloe graben oe “se is + ap ee rer 
G7 pores acetate i apo0 
hee ROMER CE .. 14,063 





* No sueb papers were produced. 
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November 10th. Again ponent 6 ‘bees. the * Teng: aud hoisted on deck 21 casks of biscuits, which we 

weighed, and found to vary 533 Ibs. to 700 Ibs. gross. Finding the weights differ so much without a corre- 

Sone eee ee it, we deemed it necessary to open and empty some of 
cas! 


November 14th. Proceeded on board the “ Jane.” and weighed and emptied five casks of biscuit ; 
taking the lightest, the heaviest, and three intermediate weights, they proved te contain nothing but biscuit. The 
empty casks we weighed to obtain tare, which proved 104 lbs. each cask; this tare allowed on 21 casks 


uantity of bread would furnish « crew of sixteen men, at the rate of 1 lb. per man per diem, with bread for 635 
pe We also found on board the following articles of provisions :— 


No. 
Flour in barrels .. oe és oe a6 bn 2a 
Ditto 4 barrels .. ais ws ie ‘is a oa FS 
Biscuit in barrels .. we oe ae “A es + 5 
Beef in } barrels .. oe ee at ae oe aa UF 
Pork in ls Po ae oe 6 


« This terminates the survey, and we do hereby declare that we have made this inspection and survey fairly, 
minutely, and conscientiously, to which we are prepared to make affidavit. 
Given under our hands in Freetown, in the Colony aforesaid, this 17th bd November, 1862. 


Signed THOMAS PIK 
_— G. R. GIBSON” } Surveyors. 


Affidavit of William Paterson in support of the Claim. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque “Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master. 


Appeared, personally, William Paterson, captain of the barque “ Nereid,” who maketh oath and saith :— 
That in the morning of the 25th instant, ther with Captain Robert Smith, of the barque “ Bangalore,” he 
went on board the Netherlands barque “Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master, and carefully examined the 
four beams in the hold of the said vessel. That they are necessary for the proper security of the masts; he 
believes they were built with the ship. The top of them is about 44 feet from the deck, and there are 31 feet 3 
inches between the after beam at the foremast and the forebeam at the mainmast. He has been twelve years at 
sea. In his opinion they are not suitable to lay a slave-deck on. The foremast and mainmast of every vessel of 
that size requires wedying between decks, and it is necessary to have such beams for that purpose. These masts 
are secured in the usual way with wedges. ‘here is a second lining in the vessel that runs up from the sister 
kelson to the bottom of these beams for the pu of —— = cargo dry. It is made of inch pine boards ; 
the ceiling comes up as high as the bottom of the said e top of this second lining is not suitable to lay 
a deck on. In his opinion it would be impossible to lay a deck on this ledge. He surveyed some wooden-bound 
casks that were on the deck and were pointed out to him by the supercargo of the said vessel; he did not count 
them—he thinks they were about 18; they were damaged ; the heads were out; the hoops damaged ; every one 
more or less damaged ; they were empty. ‘hey were not capable of holding water, they could not be made 
capable of holding water they are so far damaged. 

; (Signed) WILLIAM PATERSON. 


On the 25th day of November, 1862, the said William Paterson was duly sworn to the truth of this 


affidavit. 
Before me, > 
(Signed) Wa. Smitn, Registrar. 


, Affidavit of Robert Smith in support of the Claim. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque “Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master. 


i 
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the ceiling is just the 
e planks 36 feet long vad other 


oe yea phetp over. Hoste as Se aah of the: Rl eae «Oh of eebenee. Same. 
supercargo of the said vessel them out to him. None of them are capable water. They 
are all damaged more or less. are not water-casks. They are what he should call casks, They 


Ce the S5th. day of November, 1862, the said Robert Smith was duly sworn to the truth of this 


(Signed) Woe. Suiru, pen 
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Affidavit of the Master in support of the Claim. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” B. A. Prince Master. 


Appeared, personally, Bernadus Antony Prince, master of the said vessel, who maketh oath and saith :—- 

1. That he has been engaged on the sea for twenty-one years, and has been master of several vessels for the 
last thirteen years sailing under the Netherlands flag. 

2. That it is customary in Netherlands vessels to allow to the crew and people on board (and this deponent 
in the said vessels that he has commanded has always done so) such quantity of water to each person as he may 
require, without regard to measurement. 

3. That by law a Netherlands vessel is required to ship sufficient quantity of water to allow to each person 
on board two gallons per day during the voyage. 

4. That he believes that the majority of the vessels from Rotterdam to St. Thomas are more than eighty 
days ou the voyage, and that it would be proper on such a voyage to have on board sufficient water for ninety 
days ; and that it is customary for Netherlands vessels on such a voyage to have sufficient water for ninety days 
or more. 

5. That when the said vessel, the “ Jane,” left Rotterdam the water for the use of the crew was contained in 
23 iron-bound water-casks, which he estimates as containing 2.800 gallons, being about the quantity required by 
law for a voyage of ninety days for the persons on board the said vessel. 

6. That the said vessel had a very quick passage from Rotterdam to the place where she was seized by Her 
Majesty’s vessel “ Espoir,” and that at that time she had remaining six casks of water only. 

7. That on the 2lst of this present month of November, which is about ninety days from the day of her 
leaving Rotterdam, she had about half a cask of water remaining. 

8. That the ledge or stringer round the hold of the said vessel referred to by the evidence in this case is part 
of the permanent structure of the vessel, and is the top of an extra ceiling which is in the said vessel, and which 
is very common in vessels. That he has often seen the same sort of lining in other vessels, which is placed in for 
the purpose of keeping the cargo dry, and preserving the lining and the bottom of the ship from being injured. 
That the said lining was not put in the said vessel for the purpose of laying a slave-deck, and he believes it could 
not be used for that purpose, and would be perfectly useless for any slave-deck that might be laid on the 
beams, 

9. That he has seen the four beams referred to in the report of survey in this case, and that these beams 
were not put in the vessel for the purpose of laying a slave-deck, but for better securing the fore and mainmasts. 
That two of the said beams are placed one before and the other aft the foremast close to the mast, and heavy 
knees are bolted fast to the beams forming a socket or hole through which the mast runs, and the other two 
beams, in the same way, secure the mainmast. That the greater nuraber of ships about the same tonnage of the 
* Jane” have beams of similar description. That he believes that there is about 40 feet between the foremast 
and the mainmast. 

10. That he shipped on board the said vessel on the 2ath March last, at Curacao, at which time there was 
no salt taken on board, and he found the staves referred to in the Report of Survey in this case with others which 
have been used for fuel in the hold of the said vessel; aud he believes they had been used for dunnage in some 
former vovage and left there. 

11. That he began loading her cargo of salt on the 27th of March last, and he caused the said staves to be 
laid on the bottom of the vessel for dunnage for the salt to be stowed on. 

12, That after the salt was discharged they remained in the vessel, and were used also for dunnage in stowing 
the cargo of sugar at St. Jago. That afier the said cargo of sugar was discharged they remained in the said 
vessel, and were used for dunnage, and many were used for fuel. That the greater part of the said staves are old 
staves ; there are some good among them, and it would require as many as thirty to make a ton butt. That the 
said staves are not the property of J. R. Mellen, the supercargo, and were not shipped on board by him or taken 
or kept on board for any illegal purpose whatsoever, but solely in the manner and for the purpose above 
stated, 

13. That he was unable at Havre to get any other ballast than sand, which is very bad ballast, and liable to 
get through the planking and injure the bottom of the vessel and stop the limbers. That this deponent obtained 
from another vessel discharging ballast at Havre the flint stone ballast found in the said vessel and referred to in 
the evidence of this case; and this deponent finding that the said flint stones were not sufficient ballast for the 
said vessel, and being unable to obtain other ballast than sand, the remaining quantity of ballast required was 
placed in the said twenty-one casks wooden-bound referred to in the said evidence. That the said twenty-one casks 
were shipped on board for that purpose, and for no other purpose, and that they were not fit to carry water, the 
water having leaked out from the majority of them. That the said last-mentioned casks are common bread 
casks, the staves and hoops being slight, and he believes it would be impossible to make them capable of holding 
palm oil. That in the present state they are not capable of holding water, the — part of them fell into 
pars when they were taken out of the hold of the said vessel; and this deponent believes that none of the said 
ast-mentioned twenty-one casks were capable of holding water when the said vessel was seized by Patrick James 
Murray, Lieutenant of the “ Espoir,” on the 15th of October last. 

14. That there was no manifest given at Rotterdam, and no other clearance than that endorsed on the 
register of the said ship, which is filed in the office of this Honourable Court. That the receipts and permits and 
accounts of and relating to the goods shipped at Rotterdam were delivered up to the Chief Officer of the 
Customs at Helvoetsluys, in accordance with the customs and law at that place. : 

15. That there is no farinha on board the said vessel, and never has been during the said voyage. 

16. That in answer to the 8th standing ial interrogatory this deponent stated “that the present voyage 
begau at Rotterdam, and was to have cnlet ah St. Thomas, on the African coast ;’ and in answer to the 2nd 
special interrogatory on the 13th of November, 1862, this deponent saith, “that after touching at St. Thomas, 
which was the port of destination, the detained vessel was to have come to the coast of Africa,” And this 
deponent saith that, upon reading the said two answers and the interrogatories to which they are respectively 
answered he finds that he misunderstood the interrogatories. That the voyage began at Curagao under an 
agreement with J. B. Mellen, supereargo and hirer of the said vessel. That when she sailed with salt from 
Curagao to St. Jago this deponent did not know where she would go from St. Jago, that was to be determined by 
the said J. R. Mellen ; in like manner when she left St. Jago this deponent did not know where she would go; and 


in like mannner when she left Rotterdam it was impossible for this t to know, and in fact lie did not know 
oe or Oo on voyage would have ended, because that on the determination of the said 
- R. Mellen. 


17. That although the clearance of the said ship states that the vessel is bound to St, Thomas and the coast 
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of Africa, yet this deponent believes that it was at the option of the said J. R. Mellen to take the vessel to any 
port on the coast of Africa, there to load her and to return to Europe. 

18. That it is not correct to say therefore that the voyage was to have ended at St. Thomas, or that after 
touching at St. Thomas, which was the port of destination, the said vessel was to have come to the coast of Africa ; 
her destination was “re that the said J. R. Mellen might have thought proper to have entered without touch- 
ing at St. Thomas. Her voyage commenced at Curacao, and would have ended st Curagao or at any Dutch 


rt. 
19. That this deponent was not on shore at Elmina; that J. R. Mellen, the supercargo of the said vessel, did ° 
not tell him he had a clearance, and he never asked the said supercargo if he had obtained a clearance from 
Elmina ; and when this deponent on the 12th of November instant said, in answer to the special interrogatories 
filed in this cause, that there was no clearance from Elmina, he should have said instead of that answer, not to his 
(this deponent's) knowledge, there was no clearance. 

20. That this deponent believes that if the “Jane” was engaged in the Slave Trade she conld have taken a 
cargo of 800 slaves ; that the average length of a voyage from Guinea to Cuba is forty-five days; that each slave 
would have required at least one gallon of water per day ; tiat it would have been necessary to have 36,000 
gallons of water for the slaves alone, which would have required from 275 to 300 casks, in addition to the water 
that would have been required for the use of the crew, viz., about 1,350 gallons, or say 2,000 gallons, which 
would have required about fifteen casks additional, making a total of 315 casks required. — 

21. That the water-catks found in the hold of the said vessel. and at the fore part of the flint-stone ballast, 
and referred to in the report of the surveyors in this case, dated 17th November, 1862. as ‘having been there found 
by them, some filled with fresh and some with salt water, for ballast, were seventeen of the iron-bound water-casks 
mentioned in the evidence of this case which were filled with salt water, having been so filled after the fresh 
water had been used out of the said casks, and also thirty of the said wooden-bound casks referred to in the 
evidence of this cause, which this deponent believes were empty, and this deponent Yoes not believe that any of the 
said twenty casks contained fresh water. : 


(Signed) B. A. PRINCE. 


On the 27th day of November, 1862, the said Bernadus Antony Prince was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wo Situ, Registrar. 


Affidavit of the Supercorgo in support of the Claim. 


In the case of the Netherlands barque ‘* Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince Master. 


Hag waa personally James Robert Mellen, supercargo of the said vessel, and maketh oath and saith :— 
1. at the ledge around the hold of the said vessel, referred to in the affidavit of seizure of Patrick James 
Murray, Lieutenant of Her Majesty’s steam-ship “ Espoir,” is the same as the stringer running fore and aft the 
hold of the said vessel, and referred to in the Report of the Surveyors dated 17th November, 1862, and is the top 
of en extra ceiling, so called by shipwrights, and is made of planks running from the keel up the sides of the ship, 
forming a second lining, for the purpose of keeping the cargo dry, and further from the water, and also for the 
purpose of preserving the first lining and the bottom of the ship from being injured by the cargo, and is built in 
and forms part of the permanent structure of the vessel. Phat for fifteen years past he has had considerable 
experience amongst shipping ; every ship has not such second casing, but a large proportion of them have, and 
there is nothing in the second casing of this vessel different trom what he has repeatedly seen in other vessels, 

~ 2. That he has seen the four beams referred to in the said Report of Survey; that they form part of the 
permanent structure of the vessel, and are heavy beams put in the chip for the purpose of pape | the ship; that 
two of the said beams are placed one before and the other aft the furemast close to the mast, and heavy knees are 
bolted fast to the beams, forming a socket or hold through which the mast runs, and the other two of the said 
beams are in like manner placed close to the mainmast of the said vessel. That such beams are so placed and for 
the same purpose, viz., for-securing the masts in single-decked vessels, such as the “ Jane,” and in vessels of larger 
and smaller tonnage ; that they are usual, and he has repeatedly seen them in such vessels. ‘that the said beams 
were not put in the vessel for the purpose of forming a slave-deck ; that he believes there is full forty feet between 
the foremast and mainmast of the said vessel, and that if planks were to be laid from one beam to the other 
for the purpose of a slave-deck, the said ledge or stringer could be of no use whatever in laying the said deck. That 
the said ledge cannot be correctly called a stringer, and is nothing but the top of the said ceiling. That the depth 
of the hol of the said vessel is 12 feet. 

3 That the twenty iron-bound casks on board the said vessel belong to the said ship, and were on board the 
said vessel when he shipped at Curacao, and were filled with fresh water for the use of the vessel, and he believes 
they contained no more than the necessary and usual quantity of water supplied to vessels on a voyage from the 
West Indies to Europe. 

4. When the said vessel left Curacao she was loaded with salt on freight, which was consigned to merchants 
at St. Jago de Cuba and there discharged, and the cargo of sugar was then shipped. ‘That the staves found on 
hoard the said vessel were used as dunnage for the said cargo of valt as well as for the said cargo of sugar, and 
were no more than necessary for that purpose. That the said cargo of salt was stored in bulk and laid on mats, 
which mats were laid on the said staves. That the said cargo of sugar was in hogsheads, and the said staves 
having been left in the said vessel when the said cargo of salt was discharged were used as dunnage for the said 
sugar; and when the said cargo of sugar was discharged at Havre they were left in the said ship, together 
with many others that during the last six weeks of the voyage were used as fuel. ‘That the said staves are not his 
Property, and belonged to the ship, and were on board the said ship wien he shipped at Curacao, and he believes 
they have been formerly used as dunnage. 

5. That the twenty-one other casks referred to in the said Report of Survey are his y, and are old 
bread casks, and were shipped at Havre, and filled with fresh and salt water, aud stowed in t bottom of the ship 
for ballast. That the flint-stone found on board the said vessel as ballast was put on board the said vessel at 
Havre, and taken out of a vessel there discharging ballast. That he took all the flint he could obtain out of the 
said vessel, and there was no other ballast than sand to be obtained at Havre. That sand is bad ballast, and runs 
between the timbers of a ship and chokes the limbers, and, therefore, the twenty-one casks of water were shipped as 
ballast with water. ‘That tle said twenty-one casks are unfit to carry water, are uot water-casks, and are not 
ar: of holding water. That when they were taken out of the hold in the harbour of Freetown a vat many 

Lass A, 
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of them fell to pieces ; the water was out with the exception of a few gallons remaining in someof them. That the 
said casks are bound with wooden hoops, and could not be set up without new hoops, the staves being thin and 
unsuitable for water-casks. That the said twenty-one caske were eo shipped on board and filled with water for no 
other purpose whatever. That twenty-two of the said staves would not make a puncheon, it would require from 
twenty-eight to thirty. - That, iv their present state, they are not capable of holding water, the greater part of 
them fell into pieces when they were taken out of the hold of the said vessel; and this deponent states that he 
helieves that none of the suid last-mentioned twenty-one casks were capable of holding water when the said vessel 
was seiged by Patrick Jawes Murray, Lieutenant of the “ ir,” on the 15th October lest. ‘That it would be 
impossible to make any such twenty-one bread-casks capable of hol palm-oil. That when the said twenty-one 
casks were so shipped by him at Havre he did not obtain from the shouse at Rotterdam, the place from 
which the said vessel cleared outwards, a certificate that such casks were only to be used for the reception of palm- 
vi}, bevause, as stated above, it would be impossible to make any such casks capable of holding palm-oil, and for 
the same reason he did not suggest or advise the master of the said vessel to obtain such certificate. 

6. That after re the said cargo of sugar at Havre, he endeavoured to obtain freight from Havre to 
the West Indies or other place. That there was no freight at Havre that would pay, and he then determined 
to take merchandize on his own account to trade, and look for freight on the Western Coast of Africa. That in 
consequence of such determination he purchased cargo for such trade at Havre (and the said vessel having a 
Colonial register upon which was an endorsement to the effect that she was not allowed on the Coa-t of Guinea, 
or through the Straits of Gibraltar), he proceeded with the said vessel to Rotterdam, to obtain permission’ from 
the King of the Netherlands to proceed with such vessel un the said voyage, which consent’ is endorsed on the 
register now filed in this Honourable Court, duly signed by the Foreign and Colonial Ministers. 

7. That there is no farinha on board the said vessel, and he conceives that the said Patrick James Murray must 
have made a mistake in his said affidavit of seizure, in which he swears that he found nine casks of farinha on 
board the rt vessel, such being impossible, as there was no farinha in casks, or in any other receptacle on board 
the said vessel. 

8 That he purchased and shipped at Rotterdam with other cargo, 20,000 bricks, and also some gin. That 
the said bricks are still in the said vessel, and were purchased solely for trade. That he had not sold any when 
the said vessel was seized. as he had found no person who wanted to buy them. That he received for the 
money from Rotterdam of the two passengers, the one named Duboie, and the other named Cabias, from Bernadus 
Antony Prince, the Master of the said vessel to whom it was paid, the sum of 750 guilders, the said — having 
taken their passages at Rotterdam, and being otherwise than as passengers entirely unconnected with him, the said 
vessel, or the said voyage. 

9. An Officer of Customs, as is the practice at Rotterdam, was put 0: board the vessel when she first went 
into the canal, and he remained on board unti) the ship passed out of the canal again, and as the ship was loading 
he kept an account of the goods taken on board, and as the duties were paid, permits and receipts were given by 
the broker to the master, and a paper of clearance from Rotterdam to Helvoetsluys, and all these documents 
were given up at Helvoetsluys to the Chief Officer of Customs, who endorsed on the register the clearance for 
sea. That vessels coming out from Rotterdam with cargo to the West Coast of Africa do not obtain a manifest 
pe om Custom-house ; there was accordingly no manifest of the cargo shipped at Rotterdain, obtained at Rotterdam 
or Helvoetsluys. 

10. That when he left Rotterdam it was his wish to clear the vessel in such form as would enable him to 
enter any place on the Coast of Africa that he might consider most desirable for trading purposes,and he considers 
that under the clearance obtained he was at liberty to proceed, before touching St, Thomas, at any place he might 
have desired. That he took the vessel to Quinsembo, considering that place was likely to have afforded the best 
market, and for the same reason he was proceeding to the River Congo, and intended from thence to have gone to 
St. Thomas, when the said vessel was seized as aforesaid, 

11. That in answer to the 7th speeial interrogatory, he stated that he had an interest in the cargo and vessel, 
and this deponent states that he has no interest whatever in the vessel further than under his agreement with the 
* owner of the said vessel, for the use of the said vessel during the present voyage. That he is not the owner, nor 
has any part or share as owner of the said vessel, nor is there any agreement between himself and the owner that 
he is to purchase the vessel. 

12. That the substance of the agreement between himself and the owner is, that if the vessel was to be 
loaded by him he is to pay the owner 800 dollars per month, the owner paying the ship's expenses, and that if the 
vessel was'employed in taking freight he, this deponent, was to pay the ship's expenses, and 75 per cent. on 
the freight, and the owner 25 per cent, f | 

13, That by the ship's articles filed in this Honourable Court, to which this deponent begs leave to 
refer, the seamen were to be discharged either at Curacao or a port of discharge in Europe, upon the deter- 
taination of the voyage. 

14, That ‘by the clearance of the said ship at Rotterdam, the said ¥ was not to have ended at 
St. Thomas or at any particular port on the Coast of Africa, and this deponent believes that he was at 
liberty to have taken the ship, as best suited his mercantile interest, to any place on the Coast of Africa 

15. That B. A. Prince, the Master of the said ship, was not on shore at Elmina; that the clearance 
from Elmina was upon a small piece of paper, and was with the receipts of the cargo of the said vessel in 
@ small portiolio, which was usually kept in this/deponent’s trunk in his cabin, and was there when the said 
vessel was seized as aforesaid b said P, J. Murray. That the day after the said seizure “he lef the 
said , portfolio on the cabin table where this deponent was writing, and be has been informed by 
steward of the said vessel that he put the said portfolio and its contents in the Ce one of the 
cree i ing it was his property, and the same trank together with the oo 
0! * Esnoir.” ? 


12, That estimating the length of voyage to ensble a ship to in gufficient provisions and water, 
j ica was 


been there found by them, some filled with fresh and some with salt water for ballast, 17 of iron- 
bound water-caaks mentioned ln the evidence Ia this case whieh Gord Giled ub oul Goer having bens "es 
te ae On eee ee ent ie walk cack, and shoo have of ths ald, wonder Novnd 

evidence cause w deponent believes > deponen 
does not believe that any of the said 90 casks contained Pr i eee one ‘ 


20. That this deponent saw four factories at Quinsembo, two owne Englishmen, one by a Dutchman, 
and the other by an American, John R. Lovitt, and that the said factories do not trade Ss Matee, but in 
ivory, gum, and copper ore, and other African produce. 

21. That when this deponent was at Havre and endeavouring to get freight for the said vessel, all the 
ports in the Confederate States of America with the exception of New Orleans were under blockade, and no 
remunerating freight was offering at Havre for the Southern States or elsewhere. 


(Signed) JAMES R. MELLEN. 


ace the 27th day of November, 1862, the said James Robert Mellen was duly sworn to the truth of this 
vit. 


a 
= 


Affidavit of the Steward in support of the Claim. 
In the case of the Netherlands barque ‘** Jane,” Bernadus Antony Prince, Master. 


Ap personally, Rafael Gonzalez, steward of the said vessel, who maketh oath and saith :— 

1. That the said vessel was seized on 15th October last, by Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir.” 

2. That on the 16th October last he saw lying on tte cabin table a portfolio; he did not open it. At that 
time he was packing up the ngers’ trunks who were going on board the “ Espoir ;” and, believing the portfolio 
to be the property of one of the said passengers, M. Dubois, he put the portfolio in this trunk, and it was taken 
on board the “ Espoir,” when M. Dubois went on board the “* Espoir,” about 10 o'clock in the morning. 

3. That the water that was brought in the said vessel in the twenty-three iron-bound caske from Rotterdam 
was all finished on the 22nd instant, on which day we were obliged to procure water for the use of the said 


vessel. 
(Signed) RAFAEL GONZALEZ. 


On the 27th day of November, 1862, the said Rafael Gonzalez was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Sigued) Wa. Samira, Registrar. 


Affidavit of Mr. Thomas Pike in reply to Evidence on behalf of the Claimant. 
In the case of the barque “ Jane,” Bernadus A. Prince Master. 


1, Thomas Pike, of Freetown, ig the Colony of Sierra Leone, Harbour Master, being duly sworn, make oath 
and gay as follows, that is to say: — 

1. That 1 have read and perused the affidavits of the master of the said barque, filed on the 27th of 
November last, also of William Paterson, master of the barque “ Nereid,” and Robert Smith, master of the 
barque “ Bangalore,” filed in this cause on the 25th November last, and of Robert Mellen, supercargo of the 
said barque filed on the 27th:November last, and 1 now reply to the said affidavits in the manner following — 

1. That the top of the lining or ledge which runs fore and aft the hold of the said barque is suitable for 
laying down a second deck ; and it is perfectly possible to do so, inasmuch as the temporary beams of a slave- 
deck are laid from the ledge to a beam running fore and aft in the centre of the vessel, or in some cases the 
beams are laid across the hold from ledge to ledge, which would be placed there in the event of a second deck 
being laid; and that if a deck was laid on beams 9 inches deep, the height from the deck tothe beams would be 
3 feet 9} inches, and not 9 inches in height as stated by the master of the “ Ban 

2. many of the twenty-une wooden-bound casks, at the time | was making the sat of Survey, were 
full of fresh water, which was ped out of them by the directions of myself and the r surveyor for the 
ae of being hoisted on ca and correctly gauged, and two leaguers which were on deck were partially 

led with fresh water from the said casks; and one of the said casks with water was left in the hold for the 
| 


of the snd ship, and. wae ganged thers. 
v ween m (Signed) THOS. PIKE. 


On the 3rd day of December, 1862, the said deponent, Thomas Pike, was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. 


Before me, 
(Signed) Wa. Suitn, Registrar. 





| Affidavit of the Prive Officer in reply to Bvidence on behalf of the Claimant. 
I In the case of the barque “Jane,” B, A. Prinee Master. 
Patrick James Murray, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam-ship “ Espoir,” and Prise Officer of 
said being duly sworn make oath and say as follows, that is te say :— 
x ‘of master of the barque filed on the 27th 


= 


Keg fr ey Rede. Beco tpg gets rag Sh Ab then ue is suitable for 
laying down a second deck, and it is ly to do so, inasmuch as the temporary of a slave- 
are laid from the ledge to a beam running fore and art in the centre of the vessel, which would be 
placed there in the event of if a deck 


a F 
the height from the deck to the beams would be 3 feet height as stated b 
the master of the “ Bangalore.” \ y 

2. Some few months since I conveyed the slave-vessel “ 7raviata,” after seizure by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Espoir,” to the Island of St. Helena for adjudication. She was intended, as the captain and crew informed me, 
to carry 800 slaves, and she had then on board 150 old wine-casks bound with wooden hoops, and they were not 
capable of holding 1G0 gallons each. Her slave-deck was fitted precisely ou the principle named above, and she 
had also a similar lining or ledge running fore and aft the hold, and she was about the size of the said barque. 

3. That many of the twenty-one wooden-bound casks at the time the Report of Survey was taken, were full 
of fresh water, which was pumped out of them by the directions of the Surveyors, for the purpose of being hoisted 
on deck and correctly gauged, and two leaguers which were on deck were partially filled with fresh water from the 
— carks, and one of the said casks with water was left in the hold for the use of the said ship, and was gauged 
there. 

4. That on my boarding the said vessel at the time of seizure, I asked for and demanded from the master all 
the papers ny to the said barque, and I particularly asked him in the presence of the supercargo for his 
clearance from Elmina, as he informed me that he had landed cargo there, but he answered that he had none. 
The portfolio the supercargo refers to, could not have left the ship when I demanded the papers, because the two 
passengers did not leave with their luggage to go on board the “ Espoir” until the following morning, and their 
luggage was very strictly searched, when there, by the Commander's orders, and the only papers found in the said 
passengers’ luggage were the papers produced by me with the affidavit of seizure filed in this Honourable Conrt, 


marked A 1 to A 3. 
(Signed) P. J. MURRAY. 


On the 3rd day of November, 1862, the said deponent, Patrick James Murray, was duly sworn to the truth 
of this affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) Wa. Smitn, Registrar. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 2. 
Description of the Ship's Papers of the Netherlands barque “ Jane.” 


1. COLONIAL register for the barque “ Jane,” of 270 tons burthen, owned by Michael Brown Gorsira, a 
subject of the King of the Netherlands, and commanded by Bernardus Anthonie Prince. This document, which 
is dated at Curagoa on the 25th March, 1862, prohibits the vessel from trading on the West Coast of Africa, or 
in the Straits of Gibraltar, or the Mediterranean Sea. 

There are endorsements on the register dated at Rotterdam on the 18th and 19th August, 1862, to the effect 
that the above exceptions are removed; also a Custom-house certificate, dated at Helvoetsluys on the 23rd 
August, stating that the vessel had cleared for St. Thomas. 

2. Muster-roll for the said vessel, with a crew of twelve persons, exclusive of the master, dated at Curacoa 
on the 26th March, 1862. 

3. Another muster-roll for the said vessel, bound to St. Thomas and the Coast of Guinea, with a crew of 
twelve persons, exclusive of the master, dated at Rotterdam on the 2ist August, 1862. 

» 4 on for port;dues and) charges dated at Rotterdam on the 15th August, 1862. 

5. Manifest of the cargo shipped at Havre, in transit for St. Thomas and the Coast of Guinea, dated at 
Havre on the 17th July, 1862, and signed by the Dutch Consul, J. C. Labouchere. 

6. List of the cargo on board the “ Jane” on the 10th October, 1862. 

7. List of the cargo remaining on board the barque “ Jane” on the 14th October, 1863. 

8. Copy of an unexecuted charter-party for the ship “ Nightingale” dated at Liverpool on the 24th 
November, 1860. 

| 9. Log-book commencing on the 5th April and ending on the 7th Nevember, 1862. 








No. 3. 

Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 

ie. 38. General.) 
| 


r, : Sierra Leone, December 31, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that no payments have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated a Department in this Colony, 
on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ing _ day. 

iad piles! AND G. SKELTON. 


f 





SIERRA LEONE. , 17 
- No.4. 


Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received February 12, 1863.) 


No. 39. General.) 
ir, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no case has come before the British 
and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, 
British and Chilian, British and Equatorial Mixed Courts of Justice, established in 
this Colony, for the prevention of the illicit Traffie in Slaves, during the half-year 
ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
\Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 5. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell._—(Received February 12.) 


40. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and consequently none have been registered by the Courts of Mixed 
Commission at this station, during the half-year ending this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 6. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell Received February 12, 1863.) 


(No. 5. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, December 31, 1862. 
| HAVE the honour to forward herewith a Return of the only case adjudicated 
in the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice established in this Colony, 
during the half year ending this day. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


Crass ‘A, | a es F 


Inclosure in No. 6. R 
Rerun of the Vessel adjudicated by the British and Netherland Mixed Court of Justice established at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1862. 





Sierra Leone, December 31, 1862. (Signed) WM. SMITH, Registrar. 
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No. 7. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12.) 


(No. 1. General.) 
My Lord. Sierra Leone, January 2, 1863. 
{ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a Return of vessels 
’ captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, which have been adju- 
dicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court in this veer during the half-year ending 
3lst December, 1862, under the Acts 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, and 2 and 3 Vict. 
cap. 73. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





Inclosure in No. 7. 


Return of Vessels captured on suspicion of being engaged in Slave Trade, and adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from July 1 to December 31, 1862. 





Unknown 


Unkpown 








w=-|Sept.19, Off Cabenda 


Sierra Leone, January 1, 1863. 











Barque and stores 






.| FW. Richards, Esq., 
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THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 
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No. 8. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 12.) 
(No. 1. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, January 14, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 11 of the 23rd ultimo, with three inclosures and one sub-inclosure, containing 
the result of inquiries which had been made by Her Majesty's Consuls at St. Jago de 
Cuba and at Rotterdam, respecting the Netherlands barque “Jane,” which vessel 
was condemned by the Mixed Court of Justice in this Colony on the 10th ultimo. 
1 have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 9. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 4.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 6, 1863. 

1 TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Minister at the Hague,* containing the reply of the Netherlands Government to the 
communications made to them with respect to the seizure and condemnation of the 
Netherlands barque ‘‘ Jane.” 

You will see by the inclosed note from the Netherlands Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that the Netherlands Government are desirous of bringing to justice the 
parties engaged in this slave-trading transaction, and I have therefore to desire that 
you will communicate to Her Majesty’s Government any information you may obtain 
which will facilitate this purpose. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 10, 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell—(Received March 13.\ 


(No, 2. Netherlands.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, February 16, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1 of the 8th ultimo, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Rotterdam, respertin the Dutch barque “ Jane,” condemned in the Mixed Court 
in this Colony on the 10th December last, in which Sir R. Turing reports that 
Prince, the Master of that vessel, was not a Dutch subject, and had failed to obtain 
letters of naturalisation from the Netherlands Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. I1. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received March 13.) 
os o. 3. Netherlands ) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, February 19, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the account sales 
of the Netherlands barque “ Jane,” which was condemned in the British and 
Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice on the 10th of December, 1862. 

The net proceeds of the sale of this vessel, amounting to the sum of 4781. 16s. 7d., 
have been paid into the Treasury chest in this Colony ; and a receipt for the above 
amount from the Senior Commissariat Officer accompanies the inclosed accounts. 


have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





® Class B, No. 164. , 
Crass A. G 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 


Genera. Account showing Net Proceeds of the Sale of the Hull, Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, and Stores of the 
Netherlands barque ‘‘ Jane.” condemned in the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice for the 
prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, on the 10th day of December, 1862. 








By Gross amount of sales sé 


Disbursements. 
To 34 per cent. commission on amount of sales ee ‘s me 

Amount of contingent expenses, viz.:—  . £ad, 
Surveyors reporting on the outfit and equipment... 21 0 0 
Labourers employed in landing cargo, &c. . ‘i 37 2 0 
Other expenses se ee a ve 20 17 10 
78 19 10 
Customs duties and charges... sie me 4612 6 

Amount of Marshal's account % 

—— -——| 1243 5 112 
Net proceeds ws ae + ee ‘ 478 16 7 
Amounting to the sum of four hundred and seventy-eight pounds, sixteen shillings, and seven pence. 
(Signed) A. PIKE, Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale. 


Sierra Leone, February 9, 1863. 


Account Saves of the Hull, Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, and Stores of the Netherlands Barque “ Jane,” condemned 
in the British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice, for the Prevention of the illicit Traffic in Slaves, on 
the 10th day of December, 1862. 




















Articles. Quantity. Purchaser. Amount. 
BS a eh 
Bread... ® ++ | 2 casks ..| Henry Pratt 750 
Ditto “ * Ditto as .| Thomas Miller 617 0 
Ditto ° Ditto a George H. Shepherd 617 0 
Ditto ‘ Ditto Sa Edward Hawson .. 616 0 
Ditto 5 Ditto oe .-| Morgan Lewis... 616 0 
Ditto . ° . Ditto «.| George H. Shepherd 617 0 
Ditto Pc: < Ditto .-| Syble Boyle 730 
Flour 2 barrels .. .| William Chapman . 115 O 
Ditto . : 2 half ditto . Captain Gardner .. a 110 0 
oa Ditto .| Thomas Moses .. 115 0 
itto ‘ ° -| 1 barrel 
Salt beef ie 2 kegs ss Jacob W. Jones 200 
Ditto. R Ditto se George H. Shepherd 23 0 
Ditto ee Ditto W. B. Campbell és *e 240 
Ditto as ..| Ditto Geo. W. Davis .. Pe 27 0 
Ditto aie . | Lkeg Geo. Williams... ee 140 
ite oe ..| Ditto ‘ .| John Locks eed a6 1 a 0 
rd as elie ve George H. Shepherd 212 0 
Salt pork . oe | rei Captain Smith... 410 0 
Jerked beef se 5 ..| Llot zs W. W. Osborne .. 215 0 
Cider... are ..| 4 baskets .. W. B. Campbell .. aa 110 
Ditto... _ ..| Ditto a. itto =. e , 019 0 
Ditto... a ..| 2baskets .. Geo. Williams oll 0 
Chronometer ei soit 8 x ble Boyle P . 2210 0 
Ditto .. 2 eal a a ptain Smith... 25 0 0 
Binnacle and compasses aie a Ditto .. é se 410 0 
Quadrant . “ wf a, Captain Laverson . .-| 015 0 
Ditto. wid veld : .| Captaia Smith .. --| 1/8 0 
Sextant .. os ak 1 a Ste a4 210 0 
Ship’s gig : ‘ [1 : J.C. sa 490 
Ww cs oé ..| 4 & 1G Williams .. “ 111 0 
Ditto ey oe 5s 4 ok C. W. Macaulay .. oe 114 0 
Ditto ee oe ee .|4 . Ww. A. Wager eo . 112 0 
Ditto es 5 44 4 F M Lewis... ee 018 0 
Cabin-doors we re 12 a W. B, Campbell .. : 018 0 
Ditto o« ee > 2 aa F se 014 6 
_ Ditto ar oe ‘“s aie vie John Shaw =r re ae . 
Ditto . oe <3 vo B ss G. Thompson 
Ditto .. ee 1“ | 3 ‘ Cole .. 7 1 5 6 
Ditto nie a - 3 ee W.H. es 018 6 
Cask oi) .. eo . ar 5 Moses G. Thompson 460 


Articles 








SIERRA LEONE. 


Quantity. 


Se | 


1 maintop-gallant-sail, 1 manny and 


1 forestay-sail .. 


1 mizenstay-sail, and 2 jibs 
lant-sail and royals 


Foreto; 


. 


Maintop-sail, flying-jib, and studing 


Stay-sail and awning 
1 fore~sail 


1 top-sail, and 1 studding-eil . 


1 fore-sail . us 
1 main-sail 


1 —— sail and 1 stay-sail 


1 span 


er and 1 mizentop sta ee 


1 topmast studding-sail, 1 jib, 


topmast te ee 
1 foretop-sail, 1 
gallant-sail 


2 main-royal studding-sails 


gaff-topsail, and 1 top 


2 studding-sails, 1 vial ci and 1 


stay-sail 
Standing rigging 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
ve to 


1 jib -boom, 1 mizen-topmast 


1 fore and | eee i yard 


Ditto ditto 


1 fore and 1 maintop-mast 


Studding-sail booms . 


1 spare on and 1 maintop-mast 


1 fore, 1 

mast . 
Studding- sail booms 
Ditto =... ©, ‘ee 
Ditto ° 


1 fore and 1 main- ard 


1 tore, 1 main, and 1! mizen-royal yard. . 


Spare chain 


2 old pumps and 1 davit 


Cabin-fittings 


Cabin doors and windows 
2 fowl-coops ard shaffer 


Hatch covers 


main, and 1 ae 


3 gratings and after-hatch cover 


Slave planks oe 


Cross-trees and chocks, &c. ‘ 
Trousers and bands, fore and main yard. 


Pair davits sé 
Fire-wood . 


Ship's buoys and dolphin stricker 


Old staves . 


Barrel empty bottles, and old staves 


Empty casks i 
Deck ditto Ate 


Co = Go 8D to bb bo to wt te 


oh ew DI HOH I tet 
s& 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


gS 
= 
° 


reper 
8 
r 


sng 








Captain Wilson .. 
Lewis Nicol oe 


-| James Macfo 


William Lewis # : 
Captain Wilson -, 
Di ‘ 


-+| Captain Wilson 
--| John Shaw 


| William Lewis 


John Shaw . 


-| William Lewis 


Captain Abramick . 


Ditto .. ea 
Joseph Jarrett .. 
Ditto ee 
Ditto 

Ditto .. 

Lewis Nicol 

James Benjamin .. 
Ditto .. 

T. D. Williams 


-| James Benjamin .. 


William Mudge .. 
John Shaw =i 
T. Valentine 

Ditto .. 

Johu Shaw 

T. Valentine 

James Benjamin 


.| John Shaw : : 


James Macfoy 


.| John Shaw 


.| Charles 


Charles Clinton 


Captain Sparkes 
Lewis Nicol as 
Dupeterry Valentine 
linton 

T. Valentine 
Captain Sparkes .. 


T. Valentine ae 


William eit , 
A. Pike .. . 
Ditto .. 
Dupeterry Valentine 
Charles Clinton 
Captain Sparkes .. 


..| Lewis Nicol 
..| Henry Pratt 3 
..| John Macfoy oe 


Captain S sx 
Charles inton ‘x 
T. Valentine ‘. 
Charles Clinton .. 
Henry Pratt ee 
T. Valentine a 
A. Pike ‘ 


Fred. Reader 

John Gabriel “ 
Thomas Miller .. 
Geo. H. Shepherd J 


— 
wom 
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Articles. Quantity. Purchaser. Amount. 
& s. d. 
Mackerel . ne oe -»| 1 half-barrel .» | William Watson 090 
Herrings .. as “ ..| Lkeg as ..| William Renner 019 0 
Running rigging es ac -| 506 Ibs., at 83d. per Ib. | Charles Clinton 18 811 
Ditto a Sas --| 282 ,, at 3id. ,, Lewis Nicol 4 316 4 
Ditto... eve om --| 285 ,, at Qed. ,, Dupeterry Valentine 3.5 3 
Ditto 5 as ns ..| 296 ,, atQdd. ,, John Shaw %’ 710 
Ditto... oa “ ..| 437 ,, at Qhd. ,, John Macfoy 4 111} 
Ditto si 2% 0 ..| 437 ,, atQd.,, James Williams 3 12 10 
Ditto... a as .-| 852 ,, atQd.,, James Macfoy 218 8 
Ditto os - a --| 250 ,, atQd.,, James Collier 21 8 
Nitto .. F ie . | 250 ,, atQd. ,, Robert Coker 21 8 
Ditto 3 re sis 223 ,, at 13d. ,, James Wilson 112 6} 
Ditto... os oP ..| 202 ,, at ld. ,, Dupeterry Valentine 1 9 5} 
Warp =O lee ) «.| 1 lot - ..| John Shilling 018 0 
Old ropes " Ks ss ..| Ditto ie ..| Thomas Pratt 310 0 
Cabiu-doors = a as] ie ..]| John A. Reffell 016 0 
Ditto a 8 ave inf 2 wis -.| Henry Pratt 013 0 
Blocks... " wy ..] 1 lot a ..| John Shaw 019 0 
Ditto “ “se ae ..| Ditto sxe --| Morgan Lewis ee 019 0 
Ditto... a 68 ..| Ditto #3 - | Wiliam Chapman . ac 013 0 
Ditto ‘a ae ..| Ditto % - | Charles Clinton 2 8 0 
Iron-rod .. es ee . | Ditto eas ..| Thos. Coie 011 0 
Ditto... ra xe ..| Ditto 33 .. | Charles Clinton 116 0 
Pumps .. s os ..| Ditto 5 ..| Morgan Lewis 5 5 0 
Water-:loset ; «al ai ..| Abraham Day 4 6 0 
Deep-sea lead, line-reel, and man-rope ..| | lot +3 ..| A. Pike. 015 O 
Shoe leather ons wa ..| Ditto i .+| Geo. H. She »pherd . 2 8 0 
Topsail sheets = oe ..| Ditto ce ..| John Shaw 112 0 
Ditto : ns 2% . | Ditto Yr: ..| Charles Clinton 21 0 
Ditto... ‘« ; ..| Ditto 2 . | Morgan Lewis 2 0 0 
Old chain . ae .. | Ditto — ..| Joseph Jarrett 1 00 
Chain pennecks and ropes. . ..| Ditto wa --| Charles Clinton 1 40 
Beans and peas = F ..| Ditto ws ..| George Watson 014 0 
Old paint and poe a ..| Ditto ax -+| Lewis Nicol 15 0 
Skylight .. 6 eal wm .. | Emily Caille 011 0 
Cabin-doors axa ie asl a ..| A. Pike .. \ i 2 
Ship's bell oa si oof d a ..| John Shaw : 4 00 
French beans “ os «.| 1 dozen .. ..| Dupeterry Valentine 0 5 0 
Ditto... se ee . | Ditto ize ..| Ditto. Oo. 0 
Ditto .. ai ‘i ..| Ditto a .. | Charles Clinton 05 0 
Ditto we a “ ..| Ditto us ..| Morgan Lewis 05 0 
Ditto... = ve ..| Ditto <a ..| Ditto ae vu 5 0 
Ditto... ais hip ..| 7 tins an ..| Charles Clinton .. 03 0 
Soups... . 4 ..| Ldozen .. .. | Emily Caille 09 0 
Ditto... oe fs ..| Ditto re -.| Ditto .. 09 6 
Ditto... Se Sie ..| Ditto a ..| A. Pike .. 014 0 
Ditto oe os es ..| Ditto es ..| Ditto 012 0 
Ditto ne 7 . | 4 tins es ..{ Dupeterry Valentine 040 
Ox tongue sis we ..| 6 tins i ..| Charles Clinton 017 6 
Ditto... “ sis ..| Ditto ste ..| Dupeterry Valentine 018 0 
Peas ee a rc ..| ldozen ..| Charles Clinton 015 0 
Ditto a we as ..| Ditto Ae ..| Ditto .. aii 019 O 
Ditto... a be ..| Ditto ais ..| Ditto 019 0 
Ditto x oe nm ..| 2 tins és ..| Ditto .. 03 0 
Looking-glass . oi ori ie. — Goldsmith 120 
Clock... x 1 A. Pike . 100 
Chart or maps . | 7 John Me Cormack 010 0 
Stools .. a 6 Dupeterry Valentine a 15 0 
Chairs ., 3 a ..| W.H. Palmer... a 016 0 
Medicines . a SN oe ..| Morgan Lewis : 113 0 
Iron pump-handles . 1 lot as ..| John Shaw 100 
1 desk, 2 lamps, 1 box mes and swabs .| Ditto a ..| Ditto 013 0 
Hatch cover wt a ..| A. Pike ., 012 0 
Starboard-bow a 1 ie ..| Lewis Nicol 8 5 0 
Ditto, quarter ve ss 1 ..| Thomas Jones... 600 
Port-bow . ave ae | .| Charles EARAOEE i 31 00 
Ditto, quarter ah Ditto .. 3100 
Main-mast. i agke t ..| William Lewis 210 0 
Fore-mast . pie apa ..| Henry Lumpkin 214 0 
Mizen-mast 1 és ..| A. Pike .. ae 100 
Bowsprit 1 . ..| Dupeterry Valentine oe 015 0 
Top poop-cabin — 1 lot es is W. Hughes... as 2 6 0 
Top fore-cabiu 52 es Ditto i ..| John Miller : 116 0 
Anchor soph Ge ..| William Chapman . 230 
Ditto - me ie | se ..| T. W. Hughes 27 0 
Chain-cable a5 «s ef 1 “ --| Morgan Lewis... 215 0 
Capstan .. ae we Art | .. | Charles Hazelborg . 3 10 
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Articles. Quantity. Purchasers. Amount. 
£ «ad. 
Wood... ite a9 -| John Shaw a os 1 6 0 
Ditto - | Lewis Nicol wie i 23 0 
Rudder Charles Hazelborg . 4 1 °0 
Chain-cable - T. W. Hughes... 29 0 
2 pumps and windlass-handles Charles neal) , 8 38 0 
Windlass-palls and belts ..| Ditto 4 060 
Long boat . . -| John Gabriel 5 5 0 
Yawl Emanuel Geslinger 140 0 
Empty casks A. Pike 013 6 
Stove and cooking utensils William Smith 220 
Old ropes . John Shaw 119 0 
4 planks and some blocks -| James Macfoy 114 0 
Kedge anchor Williata Lewis 410 
Some old metals , Ditto .. 419 O 
Wheel and 3 pumps, ladder, ke. . Johu Shaw 15 0 
Case maccaroni, bottles pickles, 3 kitts 
fish ‘ i “eo é Dupeterry Valentine 18 0 
2 old stoves Joseph Jarrett 02 6 
Sails Wiiliam Lewis... 411 0 
Large hawser Charles Hazelborg 119 0 
Rollers and old wood 1 lot Henry Lumpkin 116 0 
3 steps and 2 chain taper Ditto James Macfoy : ; 014 0 
Old wood . Ditto Geo. H. Shepherd . oe 1080 
Old iron, belaying-pins, oil- feeder, cabin- 
lamp, hose, &c. .. os | Ditto Charles Hazelborg lll o 
Salt pork ais ee ++| 1 cask Morgan Lewis 3.0 0 
Salt fish .. 8 2 ..| Ditto Dupeterry Valentine 110 0 
Bricks... an va -+| 3,000 ..| William Lewis 110 © 
Ditto 2 a3 “is ..| 3,000 ay .., Ditto... 110 © 
Ditto... “a ee -.| 3,000 ee -.| James Macfoy 11) 6 
Ditto... as a --| 3,000 is . | J. W. George 113 0 
Dito... ..| 2000 and pieces... | Lewis Nicol 190 
1 piece rope and 4 water-buckets «| 1 lot “ -.| Morgan Lewis 016 0 
Pieces bricks = ric ..| Ditto - --| James Williams oO 3 40 
Spike-nails, brads, iron, &c. .. --| Ditto ox ..| A. Pike 014 0 
Yarn, blocks, rope, &c. wi ..| Ditto ps . | James Macfoy 1 0 6 
Lard, butter, tea, vinegar, &c. ..| Ditto a --| Morgan Lewis 3°64 0 
Demi-johns, onions, empty baskets .. | Ditto oe -.| Ditto 07 0 
Plates, tumblers, teacups and saucers, 
tea-pot, 2  coffee-mills, cruet-stand, 
tray, wine-glasses, spoons, soup-ladles, 
] table and 1 cask ae .-| Ditto 08 - | A. Pike .. ok, al 115 0 
Coal-tar, bright varnish, spun-yarn, | 
belaving-pins = as ..| Ditto re .| Morgan Lewis... | 117 0 
Boat oars, hand-spikes, ke. ..| Ditto a ..| James Williams .. i 26 6 
Iron rod, &e. oe ea ..| Ditto a ..| Morgan Lewis re O12 4 
Boat-magt . .{ we ..| Wilham Lewis... ot OF 8 4 
4 box matches, 1 tod for "measuring 
height of persons, 2 shovels, 1 grind- 
stone, 1 bag lamp-wicks, 1 speaking 





trumpet, and 2 signal lanterns .+| 1 lot = -.| A. Pike .. e. os 10 ¢€ 


= 2 6} 


— 
Amounting to the sum of seven hundred and twenty-two pounds, two shillings, and six pence three farthings 


(Signed) A. PIKE, Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale 
Sierra Leone, September 7, 1863. 


Account of Contingent Expenses incurred by Adolphus Pike in the execution of the Commiseion of Appraisement 
and Sale directed to him on December 11, 1862. 


£4. a. 

To Cash paid Collector of Customs for duties, &e. ae ais 4612 6 

¥ Collector of Customs for measuring the vessel . ta 300 

" 2 surveyors, surveying and reporting on the outfit and equipment . 2100 

” for pilotage ° 212 6 
” labourers conveving cargo from ship to store, a and stad ont on 

days of sale .. ee 37 2 0 

” for rent of stores 4006 
” cooper attending surveyors, opening ” pread-casks and other packages 

on board at sundry times, and on shore 110 

” Customs’ officer, 6 days’ attendance at 5s... 110 0 
” Landing Clerk on board and also _— Clerk on shore 18 days 

at4ds.2d. .. 315 0 

for repairing boat a es a os4 
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ao ee ees 4 10.0 .. ped 
a * ae 1-0 10 ; wy 
ee. ee 04 2 y OM 
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i 195 12 4 


sntbieieeh eck cedle mn CONlah ass sitesi stags Sad edbaniio 


Signed Commissioner of Appraisement and Sale. 
Sierra Leone, February 9, 1863, : ) a .s 





Maarsuat’s Account. 
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proceeding on board the vessel u her arrival in harbour, vanes de 
satdblors of and ns 63 
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capture a eras 010 
» 2 fem atone db ty rose 010 
° ve ° 1 ge: 
Court twice, at 130. 4d. 1 6 
” ae es af el vote Some Nevenbir' st Jemnary 4 (63 ag, ws 
» ditto on Shahi beached for breaking up, oie January 5 to any 17 


(43 days, at 3s.) ee ‘ os 
» attendance on surveyors, 5 days, at 100. 6d. ve 
» dismantling, unrigging, beaching, and demolishing the vessel, 232 tons, at 3e. 
» cash paid ship-keeper and assistants, pending adpalicaiion (Voucher No. = 2 
» ditto, ship-keeper and assistants, after a ives No. oy 
» ditto, watchman (Voucher No. 3) e 
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Amounting to the sum of ninety-two pounds, eight shillings, and two pence. 


(Signed) A. PIKE, Marshal, Mixed Courts. 
Sierva Leone, February 9, 1863. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 
Receipt. 


' British and Netherlands Mixed Court of Justice, Sierra Leone. 
IN the case of the Netherlands vessel “ Jane,” whereof B. A. Prince was master, seized and taken by 
Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop “* Espoir,” Sholto Douglas, Esq., Commander, for illicit Traffic in Slaves. 
Received the 14th day of February, | in the year of our bry 1863, out of the Registry of the said Court, 
the sum of four hundred and one eight pounds, sixteen shillings, and seven pence sterling, said to be the 
proceeds arising from the sale of the said vessel and cargo, for which I have signed three receipts, of the 
sca teher aed tone th eerie a oN 
(Signed) JOHN M. LINDSEY. 





No. 12, 
Her Majesty's Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received May 13.) 
Sierra Leone, March 31, 1863, 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint Sa that Sat Mopsyerats have been made by the 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the ment in this Colony 
on account of captured slaves during = quarter ending a day. 


ve, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


a 10.) 


\ 





8 No. 13. 
~ Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell — (Received May 13.) 
(No, 4. Netherlands.) 
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“ey reh tate that 

office in th > fo your Hip 8 inser et the seacene 
crew.of the eanel; and J have the 
honour to report that i -Prince, took out 


at iit at the i An 
a on the 19th.of mber last, as pamrenger on board ihe Brith barque 
“ Venus,” bound hence for Antigua. No trace is of the proceedings of 
the crew, but it is eae that they may shipped to work their passage on board 
of vessels leaving this port. 
I have the honour to transmit herewith the muster-roll of the “Jane,” in case 
ee Lordship should think it. useful to communicate that document to the 
etherlands Government. It would ap from it that only three of the crew, 
besides the master, were Netherlands aeblects, viz., G. Volbers, carpenter, A. de Wit, 
cook, and C. Hummeiman, sailor. 





T have, &c. 
(Signed G. SKELTON. 
No. 14. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received June 10.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, May 20, 1863. 


I REGRET extremely to be obliged to report to your Lordship that for the 
past month my health has completely broken down, so much so that it is absolutely 
necessary for me to leave this Colony at once. 

My medical attendant, Dr. Bradshaw, the Colonial surgeon, describes my 
attack as being a prostration of the nervous system from the effects of climate, and 
I have the honour to inclose a certificate signed by that gentleman. ; 

Under these circumstances I find myself compelled to avail myself of the leave 
which was granted to me by Mr. Hammond's letter of the 10th of February, 1857, 
and I intent to leave for Madeira by the mail of to-morrow. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 


Inclosure in No. 14. 
Certificate. 

1 CERTIFY that Mr. Skelton, Her Majesty's Commissioner in this Colony, has for the last month been 
suffering from a total prostration of the nervous system, owing to a long residence in this climate, and as | 
find treatment is taking very little beneficial effect on him, 7 am of opinion that he should leave for Europe with 
the least possible delay for the restoration of his health. 

(Signed) H. A. BRADSHAW, Colonial Surgeon. 





No. 15. 
Earl Russell io Her Majesty’s Judge. 
pe 8.) 
ir ign Office, June 18, 1863. 


’ ‘ Foreig 
I HAVE received your despatch of the 20th ultimo, and I have to, convey to 


ou my a val of your ing to Madeira for the benefit of your health as 
isin. He. i by: bien, < y 


haw, your medical attendant. 





ee ei akg ak ee 
Me ISN «Sy De Verh Rs 


es 


Be ge roy" sis 
" ¥ TRANSMIT re ‘you Kamesichs Sse information 
pibo« Epeviatioas which I have had drawn up for the 


appointed on the part of Her Mai or car ‘the 
proviaibes of Treaty betwen Hier Ma: anal te United cot Aisecive for 


the ae ee of the African Slave 
ese tate bbhert you will ve ~ oe in some important poi ints, — those by 


mx ‘HG ay it dat, st. 





High — of atuinoiiy in this coe and they will te found much more simple 
complete, 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) ' RUSSELL. 


Inclosure in No. 17. 


Regulations the Guidance of the Mixed Courts of Justice established in pursuance of the Treaty of the 
ith of April, 1862, between Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, for the Suppression 
of the Arist Slave Trade. 


No. 18. 
i is: Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—( Received July 12.) 
o. 13.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, May 23, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that I have this day ‘assumed 
the office of Her Majesty’s Acting Judge in the Mixed Courts established in this 
Colony, in consequence of Mr. Skelton’s departure for Madeira on the 2Ist instant 
for the benefit of his health. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 
No. 19. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Judge. 
(No. 11.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 22, 1863. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 8 of the 30th of August last, I transmit, 
for your information and guidance, six copies of an Additional Article to the ‘I'reaty 
between. Her Majesty oat the United States of America for the suppression of the 
African Slave Teede signed at Washington on the 17th of February last. 

I also inclose copies of an Act of Parliament which has been passed for carrying 
into effect the Additional Article in question. 


I am, &c. 
\ (Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 20, 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Juige. 





(No. 12.) 
Sir, : Office, July 22, 1863. 

1 TRANSMIT to you herewith s of a Pate A its inclosure from 
Her Majesty's Minister at oe which you will perceive that the United 
States’ Government has 


geieng Sect obitiete duties by Her Majesty's 

huical their duties, of the sient 
is to eg ‘the provisions ar the Treaty 

‘and the United States for the suppres- 


0 dovite ‘thai sone be. Se Regeln ia 
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on account of capt ves, during the quarter end is day.; a 


ave, bee 
“SAM. W. BLACKALL, 





: No, 22. ag! Bates ow 

Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received August 14.) 
(No. 19. General.) "y 
Sir, Sierra Léone; June 30, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to sogeaint you that no case has ‘come before the British 
and Netherla British and Spanish, British and Argentine, British and 
Uruguayan, British and Bolivian, British and Chilian, British and Equatorial 
Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony for the prevention of the illicit 
Traffic in Slaves during the half-year ending this day. 





have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 
No. 23. 
No. 20) Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received August 14.) 
0.20.) - 
ity Lord Sierra Leone, June 30, 1863. 


I HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that no slaves have been 
emancipated, and consequently that none have been registered, by the Courts of 
Mixed Commission at this Station during the half-year ending this day. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





No. 24. 


Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell—(Received August 14.) 

(No. 22. General.) 
My Lord, 3 Sierra Leone, July 13, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt.of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 8 of June 18, 1863, addressed to Mr. Skelton, caragede. your Lordship’s 
approval of his proceeding to Madeira for the ei of i's health. 

ave, 
_ (Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL, 








\ 


: \ " No. 25. i > 
\ Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Ear Russell.—(Received August 14.) 


, uF ly 20, 1868. 
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Inclosure in No. 25. 


Rerup.x of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated by the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, from January 1 to June 90, 1863. 
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1°37'8. 5°37’ E. | Schooner and stores | J.P. Luce, Eeq..Captain | Mar.25 |3 
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Sierra Leone, July 1, 1863. (Signed) THOMAS MARSTON, Registrar. 
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No, 26. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to’ Earl Russell.—(Received August 14.) 
(No. 1. United States.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 13, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No.9 of the 23rd ultimo, transmitting a copy of a letter f.om Mr. Adams, the 
United States’ Minister, inclosing a list of United States’ cruizers which have been 
furnished with authority to carry out the provisions of the Treaty of April 7, 1862, 
for the suppression of the African Slave e, together with a copy of the Special 
Warrant issued to Commanders of the vessels to whom the Treaty is furnished. 


I have, &c. “ 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





No. 27. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received August 14.) 


(No. 2. United States.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 15, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the arrival here on the 11th 
instant of Mr. Charles V. Dyer, who is sppeiated by the American Government as 
Judge to the Mixed Court of Justice established in this Colony for the suppression 
of the African Slave Trade. 

Mr. Dyer having produced his Commission was accordingly sworn in on the 
13th instant before the Chief Justice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





No. 28. 
Her Majesty's Acting Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received August 14.) 


(No. 3. United States.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, July 20, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the arrival of Mr. Timothy 
R. Hibbard, the American Arbitrator in the Mixed Court of Justice established in 
this Colony for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 
Mr. Hibbard produced his Commission this day, and was sworn in before the 
Chief Justice. 
- T have, &c. 
(Signed) SAM. W. BLACKALL. 





No, 29. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received September | 1.) 


up for the guidance of Her Majesty’s Ju and Arbitrators in the Mixed Courts 
established. under the Treaty between Great Britain and the United States of 
America for the suppression of the Slave Trace. \ 
I have, &c. | 
| — @igned) ” G. SKELTON. 
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No. 30, 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell. si —(Received September 11.) 
Ce i United States.) ; 


y , ‘ Sierra Leone, gust 13, 1863. 

- IT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your ‘8 h 
No. 11 of the 22nd ultiino, transmitting to me, for my information and gui 5 
copies of an Adc itional Article to the Treaty between Her Majesty andthe United 
States of America for the suppression of the African Slave Trade, signed at Wash- 
ington on the 17th of February last, together with copies of an Act of Parliament 
which has been passed for carrying into effect the Ad — Article in question. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 31. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell—( Received September 11.) 


(No. 6. United States.) 
My Lord, Sierra Leone, August 14, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 12'of the 22nd ultimo, with its inclosures, informing me that the Government of 
the United States have approved the Regulations which have been drawn up for 
the guidance of the British and United States’ Mixed Courts of Justice in the 
adjudication of prize causes. 

{ shall, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, be careful that the rules 
in question are strictly observed. 

, 1 have, &c. 


(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 32. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Mr. Layard.—(Received November 10.) 


(No. 28. General.) 
Sir, Sterra Leone, September 30, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that no payments have been made by the. 
Courts of Mixed Commission to the Liberated African Department in this Colony, 
on account of captured slaves, during the quarter ended this day. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 





No. 33. 
Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell, No. 29, September 30, 1863. 
Report for year ending September 30, 1863. 
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No. 33. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 10.) 


Go. 29. General.) 
y Lord, Sierra Leone, September 30, 18638. 
1 HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship my Report on the Slave 
Trade for the year ending this day. 

During the above period one case has been adjudicated by the British and 
Foreign Mixed Courts of Justice established in this Colony, that of the Netherlands 
barque ‘‘ Jane,” which vessel was condemned by the British and Netherlands Court 
on the 10th of December, 1862, on the ground of being equipped for and engnged 
in the Slave Trade. - 

There can be little doubt, however, in the case of this vessel, that her Dutch 
mationality was merely nominal, and assumed for the purposes of fraud; she was 
originally an American vessel, and had already been known on this coast as a 
successful slaver under the name of the ‘ Fleet Eagle,” it is most probable that her 
supercargo, an American, who described himself as a native of the Southern or 
Confederate States of America, was the reai owner of the ship as well as of the 
cargo. 

eThe total number of cases adjudicated by the Mixed Courts up to the present 
date amounts to 534, and the number of slaves emancipated and registered by 
these Courts remains the same as at the date of my last Annual Report, namely, 
56,935. ; 

During the year one vessel only has been condemned in the Vice-Admiralt 
Court of this Colony under the Act.of the 2nd and 3rd Vict., cap. 73. This vessel, 
a schooner, name unknown, was captured on the South Coast in the neighbourhood 
of Cape Lopez with 368 slaves on board; of these 120 died before adjudication, and 
the remainder, 248 in number, have been emancipated and registered in this 
Colony. 

Five native canoes have also been condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court 
under the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113; these canoes, having amongst them thirty-five 
domestic slaves on board, were captured in a batch in the River Sherbro under the 
Governor’s Deputation of Vice-Admiralty, and the whole of the slaves were emanci- 
pated and registered. 

With regard to the coast north of the Bight of Benin, I may say with certainty 
that there has been no Slave Trade during the past year, nor do I think, with the 
possible exception of the Rivers Nunez and Pongas, that there is any probability 
of its being ever revived on that part of the coast. 

I have no information enabling me to give any accurate particulars respectin 
the state of the Slave Trade in the Bights of Benin and Biafra and on the Sout 
Coast, but it is certain that the trade on the whole West Coast has been during the 
past year reduced to an extremely low ebb. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. SKELTON. 








SIERRA LEONE. 
No, 34. 
Her Majesty's Judge to Earl Russell, Separate, October 20, 1863. 
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No. 35. 
fee Meyeaty's Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January 31, 1863.) 


Ne tt 
Ws bwel, Havana, December 3}, 1862. 
| HANK the honour of reporting to your Lordship that no emancipated 
eogroes have been sent from this to Jamaica during the year now ended. 
I have, &e. ' 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 


No. 36. 


Hee Meveetye Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received January 31.) 


No | 

We Cowell Havana, January \, 1863. 
IN oheheenee to the Act 5 Geo. IV, cap. 113, directing such Returns to be 

ewle oe the betof January and Ist of July in each year, | have the honour to 


pow Chat Chere was no case brought for adjudication before the Mixed Court at 
thee place dereg che vear just ended. 
| have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 





No. 37. 
Mee Megeety © Acting Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received October 29.) 


Se 6 
Me toad Havana, September 30, 1863. 
UPS pereeweng the atate of the Slave Trade between Cuba and the coast of Africa 
org Che Cwelve months ending this day, it is with no ordinary pleasure that I 
see the heeeer of reporting to your Lordship that a most decided decrease has 
\ehee place oo that shameful Traffic. 

The ecoompanying statement, which | beg leave to lay before your Lordship, 
oeowe eat Che aember of slaves landed in this island since the 30th of September 
‘eet eteeete to 5,630, and with the usual addition of one-third for those introduced 
« @heet the keowledge of the authorities, the total is 7,507, of which about 11 per 

cmt were captured after landing. 

The somber of vessels mhion are positively known to have sailed from this port 
he Afra, aed which are suspected of being intended for the Slave Trade, amounts 

ot) © (©e, eo per statement herewith, showing a very marked improvement in the 
ewes of the Spanish authorities; in fact, it is a rare thing for a slave-vessel to 
“ort from thes wide, there being much greater facilities for fitting out adventures 
¢ (ee eetere from Peninsular and French ports, especially Bordeaux and Mar- 
ahs 

The arrival of Captain-General Don Domingo Dulce was hailed at first with 
perwwere on the part of the slave-traders, who are chiefly Catalans, and it was 
theegit that the popular ex-Governor-General of their native Province would shut 
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his eyes to the Slave Trade, as most of his predecessors had done, and that the 
Camarilla at the Government House would be composed of persons addicted to that 
infamous Trafic. 

A short time sufficed to dispel the illusion. General Dulce at once gave out his 
fixed determination to put down the Slave Trade, and to maintain the dignity of 
Spain by adhering strictly to the stipulations of the Treaty with Great Britain for 
the abolition of that disgraceful Traffic. , 

His Excellency seized the first opportunity of showing that he was in earnest, 
by sending Messrs. Tuero and Durafona, two noted slave-traders, out of the island. 
and he has removed to the Peninsula every Lieutenant-Governor or other officer 
whom he has had reason to suspect of collusion with the slave-traders. 

In July last General Dulce took a still stronger measure, by removing Don 
Pedro Navascues, the Political Governor of Havana, and of sending him to Spain, 
for alleged acceptance of bribes for the sale of slave-passes. 

Notwithstanding these examples, and the notorious determination of the 
Captain-General to act summarily with all those who are caught infringing the law 
in this respect, such is the great temptation, and such are the inducements to 
introduce African slaves here, that the Slave Trade cannot be entirely put an end 
to, unless very strong measures are sanctioned by Spain, such as declaring it 
piracy, or by revoking the 9th Article of the Penal Law, which in its present state 
is only a protection to the slave-trader. 

I have the pleasure of reporting to your Lordship, that from the most reliable 
information | have been able to obtain on the subject, there is no doubt that 
the slaves in this island are very treated much better than they were even 
a few years ago. There is certainly vast room for improvement yet, but every 
amelioration of the condition of this wretched class must be welcomed with joy by 
every well-wisher of humanity. 7 at 

The night system during crop time is being gradually, although indeed very 
gradually, abolished. 

Those enlightened planters who have adopted the plan of allowing their 
negroes their natural rest from 10 p.a. until 6 a.m. have found that they have much 
less sickness upon their plantations, that their negroes can perform with ease all 
the work which is required of them, and that the advantages of good treatment 
and of rational hours have been clearly shown by larger returns, a more perfect 
economy, and by the cheerfulness of their slaves, which was a thing formerly 
unknown in this island. 

What effect the war in America will have upon the slave question in this island 
iu is difficult to foresee. ‘There is no reason why the slave population in Cuba 
should not increase by natural means as it has done in the Southern States of the 
neighbouring continent ; and the present Captain-General is perfectly satisfied that 
further importation from Africa is quite unnecessary. 

I understand that all ideas of emancipation have been abandoned, but that 
eae Government is, at last, in earnest in putting an end to the Slave 

rade. 

Such a result can only be attained by strengthening the powers of the present 
h onourable-minded and determined Captain-General of Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 37. 


Starement ot in Weher ot Ca eee Se i ee 






Armen: 
.| Taken to estate “ Proyecto.” 


F .| Lieutenant-Governor removed. 
1 
April 1 | Coloma The negroes were Congos, and were 
taken to the estate “ Guacamayas,” 
but the authorities deny it. 
» 25) Trinidad .. 
May 16 | Jaruco .| Lieutenant-Governor removed. 


June 9 | Camarioca and Sagua. 


Add one-third 
Total 
Havana, September 30, 1863. 


7.507 





(Signed) JOHN V. CRAWFORD, Acting Commissary Judge. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 37. 


List or Vessexs Sailed from Havana, under suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, from September 30, 
1862, to September 30, 1863. 







Oct. 18 | Portuguese brigantine | 150 | Lucas ..| San Thomé ..| This vessel wasdetained and searched 
“ Laura” by the tas 





No. 38. 


_ Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received November 30.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Havana, November 6, 1863. 

SINCE my return to my post at this place I have had an interview with the 
Captain-General on the subject of the Slave Trade, and I am satisfied of the 
pe of his intention to put an end to the introduction of negroes from Africa, 
of which he has given some proofs. 

But his Excellency has most frankly stated to me the almost insurmountable 
of the Peal Law, expecially the Sth Article, which operate to defeat hs efor 
of th aw, especially the Article, w to 
and is a protection to the slave-trader, against which on have baa to complain ever 
since ne enact A 

is Excellency is at present very much about two landings of Bozals 
which, it is said, have sa tea tesa eat 1.000 aad the ther of 1,200,— 
brought by steamers, but respecting which he bas begn unable to discover any 


No. 39. 


Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received December 14.) 


No. 8. 
a : a ‘Havana, November 16, 1863. 
IN the despatch which | did myself the honour of addressing to your Lordship 
No. 7 of the bth instant, I stated my belief that the rumours which were 
then in circulation as to the landing of a large cargo of Bozals, were true, 
and that one, if not two expeditions had been successfully run from steamers; but 
it appears that I was premature in saying that this had been done with impunity, 
since. I have now the pleasure and satisfaction of reporting to your Lordshi 
that, by the untiring efforts and dispositions of the Captain-General, the consi. 
derable number of 1,105 of these have been captured near Colon, a place nearly in’ 
the centre of this island, and a certain Don José Rergara, a Spaniard, who has 


usually been employed in such affairs by Don Julian Zulueta, has been taken with 
them, and brought prisoner to Havana. 

At one time his Excellency almost despaired of discovering these newly landed 
Africans, and, I feared, was almost satisfied, by the results which he obtained, that 
the rumours were unfounded. 

But, fortunately, | was able to assure him, from information which I received 
from Mr. Vice-Consul Smith of Trinidad, that a slaver had communicated at that 
place, was unable to make arrangements for landing there and had proceeded to the 
westward, where she doubtless had been more successful; and thus encouraged, his 
Excellency was induced to continue his investigations. which have ended so signally 
to the discomfiture of the parties who are interested in this extensive violation of the 
law and of the existing Treaty. 

l understand that the captured Bozals and their custodier Bergara have 
been brought on to this place from Colon, and that the latter is a close prisoner, 
pending the proceedings which have been commenced with a view to the discovery, 
if possible, of all concerned. 

[ lost no time in conveying to General Dulce, through the Colonial Secretary, 
my hearty congratulations on this occasion of his Excellency’s successful perse- 
verance, and I have received a very cordial acknowledgment. 

The Captain-General has thus shown his determniation to put an end to the 
abominable traffic, but it would not surprise me, if after some time has gone by, 
and especially if his Excellency were to be removed, that under a Governor Captain- 
General less scrupuleus, the Royal Audiencia, on application of some claimant, 
should decree the restitution of the captured slaves, under the 9th Article of the 
Penal Law, upon the plea of their having been arrested and taken from a plantation 
some days after they were landed. 

| would most respectfully impress upon your Lordship the necessity of having 
the Penal Law altered, so that it may operate against rather than, as it: is at present, 
as a protection to the slave-traders. If possible, slave-trading should be made 
piracy by Spain, and almost unlimited gubernative authority conferred upon the 
Captain-General, so as to enable him to deal summarily with the infractors. 

These requisites to strengthen General Dulce’s hands, and a thorough regis- 
tration of the slaves now existing, according to the mode which would be ordered 
by General Dulce, so as that it would be easy afterwards to detect subsequent 
introductions, would put an end, during this officer's rule, to African slave-trading 
most assuredly. 

But it would behove Her Catholic Majesty’s Government to consider and 
concert measures for the gradual emancipation of allthe slaves, preparatory to 
the final abolition of slavery here and throughout the Spanish dominions. 

It must be evident to the Spaniards, as it is to all the world, that the lamented 
struggle which has for some time past been going on and is still continued in 
America, whatever may be its result as to the separation of the North and South, 
must put an end to the institution of slavery, which must be abolished, and that 
slavery cannot continue to be an institution of the Spanish Colonies after its 
abolition in the United States and the rest of the civilized world. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





HAVANA. 37 


traces. My belief is that one of those car , if not both, have been run with 
impunity ; and that the slaves were ss y steamers from Africa. 

Rumour says that these cargoes] belong to Don Julian Zulueta ; and goes so 
far as to indicate that one, if not both, the steamers were obtained and dispatched 
from Liverpvol by one Don Marcos Ysasi, of that place; perhaps it may be deemed 
expedient to order, very privately, some inquiry as to the matter, because it might 
lead, if it turns out to be true, to very interesting discoveries. 

His goer ng has just sent the Government Secretary to confer with me, and 
to repeat what he had himself said to me with regard to the difficulties he finds in 
carrying out his ardent desire to put an end to the Traffic; and to inform me that 
his Excellency is igo the Spanish Government to repeal the 9th Article of the 
Penal Law, also to declare the African Slave Trade piracy ; and besides that, 
in general, Her Catholic Majesty’s Government should confer on him full power to 
deal gubernatively with the slave-traders, and in the adoption of measures such as 
he may consider necessary for pig the abominable trade in human flesh, 
and for punishing the infractors of the pocaaeay Treaties. 

I imagine that General Dulce’s motives for thus making me acquainted with 
his measures and proposals to his Government are that I should report them to 
your Lordship, in the hope of their being seconded by the high influence of Her 
Majesty’s Government, should your Lordship deem it expedient to dictate any 
instruction upon the subject to Her Majesty’s Minister at Madrid. - 

I have, &c...,.:. 
(Signed) JOS. T. CRAWFORD. 





No. 39. 
Her Majesty's Commissary Judge to Earl Russell, No. 8, November 16, 1863. 
Capture of 1,105 Bozals by Spanish authorities. 
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No. 40. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received January 26, 1863.) 


(No. 30.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 12. 1862. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Edgar Leopold Layard, 
Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty in this Mixed Com sion and Court of 
Justice, established under the Treaties with Portugual and  e United States for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, arrived in this city on the 9th instant, and has 
this day taken, before his Excellency the Governor, the oaths of office in the forms 
prescribed by the Treaties. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
EK. L. LAYARD. 





No. 41. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.‘ Received January 26, 1863 ) 


(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, December 16, 1862. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the despatch No. 11 of the 
5th November last, informing us that M. Alonzo S. Upham has been appointed to 
the office of United States’ Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice established in this 
Colony, under the Treaty of the 7th April last, between Great Britain and the 
United States of America for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 

We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication, and to assure you 
that we shall receive Mr. Upham with all courtesy and attention, and shall do all 
that lays in our power to place our intercourse with him upon the same friendly 
footing which has hitherto existed between us and our Portuguese colleagues. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
EK. L. LAYARD. 





No. 42. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 2.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1863. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 
cated by the Mixed Commission of which we are members, during the half-year 
ending the 31st December, 1862. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 43. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 2.) 


ab 2.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1863. 

IN pursuance of the instructions given to us in the Earl of Aberdeen’s 
despatch No. 2 of the 20th February, 1843, we have the honour to inclose to your 
Lordship a detailed Report of the judicial proceedings of the Mixed Commission 
during the year 1862, and a list of the cases adjudicated during that year. 

We have, / , 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
EK. L. LAYARD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 
Report of the Judicial Proceedings of the Mixed Commission for the year 1362. 


THE “ Flor da Cabaceira,” detained by Her Majesty's ship “ Penguin,” Lieutenant Mc Hardy, on the 
24th of June, 1861, in latitude 12° 32' south, and longitude 40° 48’ east, on suspicion of being engaged in the 
Slave Trade. 

The reasons given by the captor for the seizure were :— 

Ist. ‘The chase. 

2ndly, ‘That 11 negroes (8 men and 3 children) found on board were slaves. 

3rdly. Fittings, viz., a temporary slave-deck laid, a number of slave-mots, two pair of slave-irons, a large 
copper boiler, and a number of smaller pots on board, altogether capable of cooking for forty or fifty people, and 
some brass rings. 

4thly. That she had only a small cargo, but no master or crew. 

After the negroes were removed on board Her Majesty's ship * Pengu'n.” the dhow was destroyed as being 
unseaworthy, having been first surveyed and found to be of the burthen of 29} tons English. 7 

Lieutenant Me Hardy then proceeded to Ravooma Bay, where 10 of the negroes were landed to assist the 
boat's crew in getting wood, when 9 availed themselves of an opportunity to escape, and were not recaptured. 
The 2 remaining bovs were brought to Simon's Bay. 

The case was brought before the Mixed Commission on the 30th December, 1861. ‘The 2 negro boys, the 
flog. the two pair of irons, the brass rings, aud the ship's papers, were produced; the rest of the cargo, slave- 
deck, mats, &e,. having been destroyed with the vessel. 

Upon examination of the ship's papers and other documents bearing upow the procgedings of the vessel, it 
appeared to the Court that she belonged to a Banian named Xatoborge Dolabo, who Gua a small mercantile 
establishment at Arimba, and that previous to the capture she had been employed in lawful trade. From the 
evidence of the 2 negro boys it appeared that no one had left the ship previous to the capture, and the Court was 
satistied that the 11 negroes were the syme persons as were shipped as her crew at Mozambique. 

On the 4th January, the Commissioners pronounced that the presence of irons on board was sufficient to 
justify the detention, and therefore no compensation for losses, damages, or expenses could be awarded ; but that 
the evidence adduced would not warrant a sentence of condemnation, when weighed against the proof afforded by 
the ship's papers that the vessel was on a legal voyage, and by the testimony of the negro boys as to the identity 
of tre men on board at the time of capture with the crew shipped at Mozambique. 

The negro boys having declined to return to Mozambique, were handed over to the care of the Curator of 
Liberated Africans. 

After the decision of the Court, a question arose as to the liability of the captor to pay in the first instance 
the amount of the fees and disbursements of the Marshal to the Mixed Commission; the captor and his legal adviser 
being,of opinion that the captor was not called upon to liquidate these costs. A correspondence passed between the 
Reyisirar and the captor, and the Registrar and the captor’s proctor, which resulted in a refusal to comply with 
the erders of the Commissioners. 

On the 8th of April, the Commissioners decreed a monition calling upon the captor to pay the amount in 
question. : 

On the 14th April, these costs were paid into the Registry by the captor’s proctor. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 43. 


List of Cases adjudicated by the Mixed British and Portuguese Cowmission established at the Cape of Good 
Hope under the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and Portugal, for the suppression of the 
Traffic in Slaves, from January 1 to December 31, 1862. 






Number of Cases. 


Emancipated. 
Regi-tered. 


Cape Town, December 31, 1862. (Signed GEORGE FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 44. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received March 2.) 


(No. 3) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1863. 

WITH reference to instructions given to us, to transmit to the Foreign Office 
at the end of each year, a certified copy of the Register of slaves emancipated by 
sentence of this Mixed Commission, we have the honour to acquaint your Lordship 
that no vessel with slaves on board has been brought before us during the year 
ending the 31st December, 1862. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
EK. L. LAYARD. 





No. 45. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.--(Received March 2.) 
(No. 6.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, January 6, 1863. 

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a Report drawn up by the 
Mixed Commission of which we are Members, in compliance with the provisions of 
Article XI, Annex B, to the Treaty of July 3, 1842, between Great Britain and 
Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, relating— 

1. To the cases which have been brought before the Court for adjudication. 

2. To the state of the liberated negroes. 

3. To the treatment and progress made in the religious and mechanical educa- 
tion of the liberated negroes. 

We fave also the honour to inform your Lordship that our Portuguese colleague 
is about to transmit a duplicate original of this Report to the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
EK. L. LAYARD. 





Inclosure in No. 45. 
Annual Report of the Mixed Commission. 


IN pursuance of Article XI of Annex B_ to the Treaty concluded on the 3rd of Jay 1842, between Great 
Britain and Portugal for the suppression of the Traffic in Slaves, the Undersigned Members of the Mixed 
Commission established at the Cape of Good Hope under that Treaty have the honour to lay before the Govern- 
ment of Her Britannic Majesty and the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty their annual Report, 
relating — 

‘ To the cases which have been brought before the Mixed Commission for adjudication. 

During the year 1862 one case, that of the Portuguese dhow ‘* P'lor da Cabaceira,” was adjudicated. 

The papers belonging to the “ Flor da Cabaceira,” Assuadi, Master, were brought into Court on the 30th of 
December 1861, by the captor, Lieutenant J. G. G. Me Hardy, commanding Her Britannic Majesty's steam 
gun-vessel * Penguin.” 

From the captor’s affidavit it appears that the “‘ Flor da Cabaceira”’ was detained under the following circum- 
stances. On the 24th of June, 1861, the ‘“‘ Penguin " was cruizing off Querimba Island; and the captor having 
observed a dhow standing to the southward, made sail after her for the purpose of ascertaining hercharacter. The 
dhow stood towards the land, and did not heave-to when a blank gun was fired, but hoisted Portuguese colours, 
and paid no further attention to the signal. ‘Three several shotted guns were then fired from the “ Penguin ;” at the 
third gun the chase shortened sail. When boarded by the captor, 11 negroes (8 men and $ children) were found 
on board. 

The reasons given by Lieutenant Me Hardy for the detention of the vessel were— 

1. That he learned through one of the “ Penguin’s’’ crew who spoke a little Portuguese, and could converse 
with one of the negroes, that the master and crew had taken to their boat previously to the dhow shortening sail, 
and had probably escaped to the land. 

2. That he considered the 11 negroes found on board to be slaves. 

3. That he found the “ Flor da Cabaceira” had a temporary slave-deck laid, constructed of rattans. 

4 That she had a great number of coarse slave-mats. 

5. That two pair of slave-irons were discovered concealed under the cooking galiey. 

, 6. = she had a good-sized copper boiler, and a number of smaller pots; egutier capable of cooking for 
‘orty or fifty people. 

The at pose found on board consisted of two boxes of common print goods, two kegs of gunpowder, one 
bale of cotton wool, and 4 cwt. of brass rings. The food consisted of three bags of paddy and two of millet. 

The dhow having been surveyed, and found to be unable to encounter a voyage 10 the port of adjudication 
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neo measured, and according to that measurement was of the burden of 29} tons. She was then scuttled and 
sunk. 

The “ Penguin” proceeded to Rovooma Bay, where 10 of the negroes were landed for the benefit of their 
health, and to assist the boat's crew in taking wood on board. Nine availed themselves of' the opportunity to 
escape, and were not re-captured. The remaining 2 negroes (children) were produced to the Mixed Commission 
on mnber 30, 1861, and at the same time the papers found on board, the flag, the two pair of irons, and the 
brass rings were brought into the Registry; the remainder of the cargo, rattan-deck, mats, &e., having been 
destroyed with the vessel. 

Upon examining the ship’s papers, and sundry memoranda bearing upon tke proceedings of the owner 
of the vessel, the Court was satisfied that the 11 negroes found on board were the actual 11 persons 
enumerated on the muster-roll as forming the crew of the vessel; and that the “ Flor da Cabneeira.” which 
was the property of one Xatortborge Dolabo, a Portuguese subject, and was duly registered as being of the burden 
of 7°21 tons, had her passport. muster-roil, and the manifest of hee trifling cargo shipped for a vovage from 
Ibo to Arimba, and dated Ibo, June 17, 1861, all in due form and order. 

From the evidence of the two negro boys, the Court ca:ue to the conclusion that they ‘were shipped with the 
other negroes as sailors on board; and that none of the crew so shipped at Mozambique had left the vessel 
before the capture ; and the papers brought into Court showed that Xatorborge Dolabo had been for some time 
employed in lawful trade, ned pusetiaga a small mercantile establishment at Arimba, near Ibo. 

On the 4th of January, 1862, the Commissiouers delivered their Judgment. The Court held that the 
evidence produced by the captor was insufficient to show that the * Flor da Cabuceira ” was guilty of an infraction 
of the Treaty of July 3, 1842, when weighed against the proof afforded by the ship’s papers and by the evidence 
of the two negro boys that the vessel. when captured, was prosecuting a lawful voyage; the Commissioners 
therefore pronounced the said vessel to have been at the time of the capture and seizure thereof engaged in licit 
traffic, and as such not subject and liable to condemnation ; hut that shackles having been found on board, no 
compensation for losses, damages, and expenses consequent upon the detention coule be awarded. 

The 2 negro boys having declined to return to Mozambique. were handed ove, to the care of the Curator 
of Liberated Africans. 

Subsequently to the decision of the Court, a question arose as to the liability of the captor to pay, in the 
first instance. the amount of the taxed fees and disbursements of the Marshal to the Mixed Commission ; the 
captor and his legal adviser being of opinion that the captor was not called upon to liquidate these costs. Upon 
the point at issue, some correspondence passed between the Registrar and the captor, and the Registrar and the 
captor's proctor, who, in Lieutenant Mc Hardy's absence, represented him before the Court, which terminated ina 
refusal to comply with the orders of the Commissioners. Thereupon their Honours, on the Sth of April, decreed 
a monition, calling upon Lieutenant Mc Hardy forthwith to pay the amount in question; whieh monition was 
duly served, and eventually, on the day of its return into Court, April 14, 1862, the amount of the Marsbal’s 
fees and disbursements was paid into the Registry by the captor’s proctor. 

With respect to the state of the liberated negroes, and their progress in religious and mechanical education, 
the Undersigned have only to report that as yet no negroes have been emancipated by Decree of this Mixed 
Commission. 

(Signed) GEO. FRERE. EDUARDO A. DE CARVALHO. 
E. L, LAYARD, 
WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 
Mixed British and Portuguese Commission, Cape Town, December 31, 1862. 





No. 46. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—_(Received April 29.) 
(No. 7. 
My tod Cape Town, March 10, 1863. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship the following particulars 
relating to the case of a dhow adjudicated in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this 
Colony. 

From the affidavit filed in the case, it appears that on the 16th of July, 1862, 
while Her Majesty’s ship “ Narcissus” was cruizing off Melinda, Captain Bickford 
dispatched Lieutenant Price in the second cutter to ascertain the character of 
certain dhows lying at anchor in the harbour; and that about 9°30 a.m.:Lieutenant 
Price boarded a large dhow which had been beached. 

Upon examination she was:found to have been deserted by her crew; and on 
searching her neither flag nor papers could be discovered, but there were on board 
part of a slave-deck Jaid, two large tanks holding two tons and a-half of water, two 
earthenware pots fit to cook tor 100 persons, two slave privies, and great quantities 
of coarse slave-matting. ; 

On shore there was a third tank, equal to the others in size, but stove in and 
useless, and the remaining part of the slave-deck was discovered concealed in the 
bush. 

Being unfit for a voyuge to a port of oy a she was burned, after being 
measured, and found to be of the burden of 7584 tons. 

Upon this evidence the Court, on the 2nd instant, pronounced a sentence 
condemning this vessel as good prize to Her Majesty's ship “ Narcissus,” Captain 
J. G. Bickford. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 47. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
(No. 4.) 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 21, 1863. 

1 TRANSMIT to you, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty's Minister at Washington,* announcing the appointment of Mr. Benjamin 
Pringle to be Judge on the part of the United States in the Mixed Commission 
Court established at the Cape of Good Hope under the Treaty with the United 
States for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 

I have caused a communication to be made to the Colonial Office requesting 
that the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope may be instructed to receive 
Mr. Pringle with the courtesy and attention due to his oe 

am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 48. 
7 Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received May 29.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, April 11, 1863. 


WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that Mr. William Lovel 
Avery, Arbitrator in this Mixed Court of Justice on the part of the United States of 
America, arrived in this Colony on the 9th instant, and at a sitting of the Mixed 
Court held this day, presented his credentials, which were found to be in good and 
proper order. 

Mr. Avery also took the oath of office before his Excellency the Governor of 
the Colony, in the form prescribed by the Act 25 and 26 Vict., cap. 90; and under 
the IXth Article of Annex B to the ‘Treaty of April 7, 1862, between Great Britain 
and the United States of America for the suppression of the African Slave Trade, 
took his seat as Acting Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice. 

A record of these transactions has been duly entered upon the Minutes of this 
Mixed Court. 

We are glad to be able to state that Mr. Avery has recorded his approval of 
the aaa taken with regard to the opening of the Court previous to his 
arrival. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


ee 
No. 49. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 5.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, June 5, 1863. 

WITH reference to your despatch marked Separate of the 20th of October last, 
and to the reply from this Department of the 22nd of December, I now trausmit, for 
your information and  yrsser ae copies of the Regulations which | have had drawn 
i) for the guidance of the Judges and Arbitrators appointed on the part of Her 
Majesty for carrying into effect the provisions of the Treaty between Her Britannic 
oe Ft and the United States of America for the suppression of the African Slave 

rade, 

These Regulations, you will see, differ in some important points from those 
furnished for your guidance in carrying out the provisions of the Treaty with 
Portugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, but they have been carefully 
prepared, and are framed in accordance with the course of proceeding now observed 
in the High Court of Admiralty in this country, and will be found much more simple 
and complete. : 

I have instructed Her Majesty's Minister at Washington to communicate copies 
of these Regulations to the United States’ Government for their approval, nad to 
state that Her Majesty's Government would of course take into consideration any 
amendments or alterations which the United States’ authorities, after due delibera- 


* Class B, No. 346. 
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tion, might see fit to suggests but as the Regulations have been maturely considered, 
his Lordship is directed to express the hope that they will accord with the views of 
the United States’ Government, and that the United States’ officers in the several 
Mixed Commission Courts at New York, Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope 
will be directed to guide their proceedings in conformity thereto. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 49. 


Regulations she the Guidance of the Mixed Courts of Justice established in pursuance of the Treaty of the 
are Ps ~ sey Ese between Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, for the Suppression 
r) rade. . 





No. 50. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, June 23, 1863. 


Inclosing Letter from Mr. Adams, with List of United States’ Cruizers instructed to 
act under the Treaty of April 7, 1862. 


{See No. 3 to Cape Commissioners. } 





No. 51. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received June 23.) 


(No. 11.) 

My Lord, Cape Town, May 11, 1863. 
WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Avery, the Actin 

United States’ Judge in this Mixed Court of Justice, left the Colony on the 9t 

instant, in'the barque “ John Gilpin,” for Boston, in order to accompany his wife, 

who, we regret to state, is compelled to return to America on account of ill health. 
We understand that Mr. Avery will return to the Colony in the course of three 


or four months. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


———KK_—_—~—x—x———_——iIiE ee 
No. 52. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.— (Received July 22.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, June 1, 1863. 

, WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that Captain Jamieson having 
tendered his resignation as Marshal to the Mixed British and Portuguese Commis- 
sion, the Commissioners accepted the same, and had much pleasure in recordin 
their entire approval of the manner in which he had executed the duties of his 
office since his appointment in 1856. 

We beg further to report that the Commissioners offered the vacant appoint- 
ment to Thomas Tinley, » @ gentleman of much experience, who has acted as 
Deputy Marshal on several occasions to the satisfaction of the Court, during Captain 
Jamieson’s illness and absence. : 

We therefore venture to hope that this appointment will meet with the approval 
of Her Majesty's Government. 

We have, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 53. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 

(No. 8.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 22, 1863. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 8 of the 30th of August last, | transmit, 
for your information and guidance, six copies of an Additional Article to the Treaty 
between Her Majesty and the United States of America for the suppression of the 
African Slave Trade, signed at Washington on the 17th of February last. 

I also inclose copies of an Act of Parliament which has been passed for carrying 
into effect the Additional Article in question. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 54. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissiouers. 
(No. 9.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 25, 1863. 


| TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a despatch and its inclosure from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington,* by which you will perceive that the United 
States’ Government have approved the Regulations prepared by Her Majesty’s 
Government for the guidance, in the technical part of their duties, of the Judges 
and Arbitrators appointed for carrying into effect the provisions of the Treaty of 
the 7th of April, 1862, between Her Majesty and the United States for the suppres- 
sion of the African Slave Trade. 

| have accordingly to desire that you will be guided by these Regulations in 
the adjudication of any cases that may be brought before you under the provisions 
of the Treaty in question. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 55. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 10.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 30, 1863. 


| HAVE received your despatch No. 13 of the Ist of June last, reporting the 
resignation by Captain Jamieson of his post of Marshal to the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission, and recommending Thomas Tinley, Esq., as a fit and 
proper person to fill the vacant post; and I have in reply to acquairt you that 
I apps your nomination, and authorize the appointment of Mr. Tinley accord- 
y. 


ing 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 56. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Mr. Layard.—(Received August 10.) 
(Separate.) 
Sir, Cape Town, June 30, 1863. 


WE have the honour to request that you will lay before Earl Russell the 
Sey te lege connected with the state of the interior of the premises 
occupied by the Mixed Commission, and request his Lordship’s instructions 
thereon. 

It is necessary in the first place to mention that the house has been occupied 
on account of Her Majesty’s Government since the year 1844, and that prior to 
entering into possession the landlord, Mr. Truter, in consideration of an augmented 
rent, undertook to spend 200/. in making certain alterations and in putting the 
whole of the premises in clean and thorough repair. Since the commencement of 


* Class B,-No,-353. 
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the first lease, now nearly nineteen years ago, no expenses have been charged to 
Her Majesty’s Government for any internal repairs; but an occupancy of so 
lengthened a period, especially in this town and climate, has rendered it necessary 
thoroughly to repaper, repaint, and renovate generally, the interior of the house ; 
the landlord, according to the tenour of the lease, being bound only to keep the 
outside of the premises in good repair. 

Under these circumstances we have the honour to submit to you, for Earl 
Russell's consideration, the inclosed account, specifying the cost of repapering the 
Registrar’s apartments, renewing locks, &c., worn out, and an item for opening a 
doorway, so as to render one room more on the ground floor available for public 
service, now the American Court has been joined to us. All these items we can 
testify to have been absolutely necessary ; in fact, the Registrar could not, with 
any decent degree of comfort, have retained occupancy without such renovation. 

And with regard to the Court-room and public offices, we beg to report that 
they are ina very dilapidated state, the paint and paper thoroughly decayed ; to 
renew these would cost some 50/., and we hope that these improvements may be 
authorized by Earl Russell. 

We would also mention that the account will show that some of the repairs 
upstairs have been considered by the Registrar to be so pressingly necessary that 
he has from time to time incurred the responsibility of having them executed ; and 
we would beg you to submit to Karl Russell that we be instructed to repay to 
Mr. Smith such disbursements as he has made on account of interior repairs. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





Inclosure in No. 56. 


Memorandum of sundry internal Repairs, &c., efferted at the House occupied by the Mixed Commission, 
submitted by the Reyistrar to the British Commissioners, June 30, 1863. 


1859. To hanging for rooms upstairs .. or 
To the paper-hanger, for work performed .. ais ae si 
Painting door to dining-room, » “1tters, wooden partition across, and top of 

blind staircase : es es 
Easing sashes, fresh sash-lines in side and back rooms , in 
Repairs to locks upstairs, and bell-hanging, all being old and much worn . 
Whitewashing the interior of pantry and kitchen, as they were in so dirty 
a state on . on : 
Note —These were pressing necessities, and the Registrar provided for 
them, The locks were worn away, and did not act properly; the 
sashes being old and warped required to be taken out of the frames 
and eased ; even now (1863) they admit a great deal of dust and wind. 
1861. To papering two rooms, spare bedroom, and drawing-room, painting doors, 
window-shutters, &c. wa -_ a ui az 
Rolls of paper for the above i 

1859. Partition in room upstairs 2 , ey 4s , 

Note.—This was rendered necessary, to make a store-room, as the original 
store-room attached to the Registrar's apartments, and used as such 
by Mr. Macleay, was given over to the Portuguese Commissioners for 
a public off ce. 

1863. To papering two rooms (bed-room and dressing-room ) es Ric 1 
Rolls of paper for ditro . ns o sie 2 
Note.— All the fresh paper-hanging was absolutely necessary to preserve 

health and cleanliness; the old papers, besides being very dirty and 
torn, were infested with insects, to the great annoyance of the inmates 
of the house. The Registrar can safely state that not one item of the 
expenses on this paper has been other than a pressing necessity. 
To repairing doors and locks in public offices Ts 8 sis 
Making and fixing doorway and door, to render another room available for 
public service ts +s ae se 233 
Note-—The Commissioners ordered these repairs and alterations to be done. 
To easing and hanging sashes upstairs; putting fresh locks, the old ones 
being quite worn out, &c. ; materials, cord, screws, wages to men, ke. 313 0 
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Total . nis oe a ase . 41°40 
Memorandum.—The Registrar received a contribution from Mr. Truter 
towards papering the drawing-room, of aes us - $8 00 
* Leaving the actus] sum disbursed by him, according to the vouchers 
produced to the Commissioners 30 17 0 


(Signed) | WM. TASKER SMITH, Registrar. 


i ——————— 
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No. 57. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Ear: Russell.—(Received August 10.) 
(No, 14.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, June 30, 1863. 
WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that no case has been adjudi- 
cated by this Mixed British and Portuguese Commission during the half-year ending 
this day. 
? We have &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L, LAYARD. 





No. 58. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received August 25.) 

(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 17, 1863. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the meres of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of the 21st of May last, informing us that Mr. Benjamin Pringle has been 
appointed to the office of United States’ Judge in the Mixed Court of Justice esta- 
blished in. this Colony under the Treaty of the 7th of April, 1862, between Great 
Britain and the United States of America for the suppression of the African Slave 
Trade. 

We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication, and to assure you that 
we shall receive Mr. Pringle with all courtesy and attention. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 59. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received August 25.) 
(No. 16.) © 
My Lord, Cape Town, July 17, 1863. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 5 of the 5th of June, transmitting to us copies of the Regulations which have 
been drawn up for the guidance of the Judges and Arbitrators seg on the 
part. of Her Majesty for carrying into effect the provisions of the ‘Treaty between 
Great Britain and the United States of America for the suppression of the African 
Slave Trade. 

We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication, and to inform you 
that, on the arrival of the members of the Court now expected from the United 
States, we shall take the earliest i aca | of proposing the adoption of these 
Regulations, and that in the meantime we shall carefully adhere to them in any 
case which may be brought before us. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
K. L. LAYARD. 





i No. 60. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Farl Russell.—(Received September 28.) 
(No. 18.) : 
My Lord, Cape Town, August 1, 1863 


WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report of the cases of seven 
dhows adjudicated in the Court of Vice-Admiralty in this Colony on the 14th ultimo, 
and condemned as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon.” 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
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Report of the cases of Seven Dhows es in the Vice- Admiralty Court az Prizes to Her Majesty's 


No 1. A DHOW 81, tons, name and master unknown, captured by Lieutenant Keppel on the 10th of 
November, 1862, while in command of the cutter and second gig of Her Majesty's ship “ Gorgon.” ‘This vessel 
was first seen running to the southward of Wasseen; and as soon as she perceived the boats made for the land, 
and after three hours’ chase ran on shore. As the boats approached a cargo of slaves, about 70 in number, were 
seen to be discharged and carried into the bush. 

Upon being searched no papers or colours were found, but she had the usual appearance of having just held a 
cargo of slaves. She had a large quantity of farinha and coarse rice, and a number of slave-mats and cooking 
utensils capable of cooking for 100 slaves. 

No. 2. A dhow 91§$ tons, name and master unknown, captured by Lieutenant Keppel on the 19th of 
January, 1863, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship “Gorgon.” This vessei was observed 
shortly before yar running out of Kiswara harbour. and was intercepted at about 5 a.m. Upon being 
searched she was found fully equipped fur the Slave Trade, with a large quantity of slave food, farinha, and rice, 
with no colours or papers, and a crew of fourteen Arabs, some of whom stated that her destination was the Lindy 
River, where she intended to complete her watering and take in a cargo of slaves. After capture the crew were 
landed. 

No. 3. A dhow 122§4 tons, name and master unknown, captured by Lieutenant Keppel on the 20th of 
January, 1863, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship * Gorgon.” off Mangulho River. She was 
observed at 11 a a. standing out to sea, whereupon Lieutenant Keppel intercepted her to ascertain her character. 
Upon being boarded she was found fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with no colours or papers, and a crew of 
sixteen Arabs, who deserted in the night. 

No. 4. A dhow 65§% tons, name and master unknown. captured on the 22nd of January, 1863, by Lieutenant 
Keppel, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship “Gorgon,” ernizing off Milkenday Bay. This 
dhow was observed at noon standing in between the reefs and the land. Upon being chased she ran into a narrow 
channel amongst the reefs communicating with the open sea at high water: and as Lieutenant Keppel approached 
he found the tide had fallen so that he could not get at ber, but observed that the crew were busily engaged in 
landing her cargo of slaves, about GO in number. At about 3 v.at., the tide rising, Lieutenant Keppel was enabled 
to approach and board her, and he found her wholly deserted and stranded. Upon searching her she was found 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, with a quantity of slave food, but no colours or papers. 

No. 5. A dhow 80% tons, name and master unknown, captured on the 20th of February, 1863, off Lamoo 
Koads, by Richard Jones, Boatswain, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship “Gorgon.” This 
veesel was observed at 1 p.m. standing in for Lamoo, and after a chase of an hour and a-half ran on shore on a 
poict of Lamoo Island. Upon being boarded she was found deserted with no colours or papers, and fully 
equipped for the Slave ‘Trade. 

No. 6. A dhow 111§ tons, name and master unknown, captured on the 27th of February, 1863, by Richard 
Jones, Boatswain, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship * Gorgon,” eruizing of Kwyhoo. This 
vessel was observed about 7 a.m. standing to the southward, and although she altered her course the captors 
succeeded in boarding her at mid-day, eight miles eastward of Kwyhoo. The captors during the chase 
observed the crew of the dhow in the act of throwing six or eigl.t pairs of shackles overboard. Upon being 
searched no colours or papers were found, She bad a crew of thirty men, apparently Northern Arabs; was 
fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and two more sets of shackles were found, and 350 dollars. ‘The crew 
were landed on the mainland. 

No. 7. A dhow 1245} tons, name and master unknown, captured on the 6th of March, 1863, by Richard 
Jones, Boatswain, while in command of two boats of Her Majesty's ship “ Gorgon,” cruizing off Lamoo. This 
vessel was intercepted standing in for Lamoo. Upon attempting to board her the crew, twenty-five in number, 
resisted with swords and daggers, but ultimately yielded. Upon being searched she was fuund without colours 
or papers, fully equipped for the Slave Trade, and a large supply of slave food, viz, farinha, cvarse rice, 
salted shark, cassada, &c. The crew, who were all Somalis, were landed. 

‘The tonnage of these vessels was ascertained by measurement; after which, with the exception of No. 5, 
which sank from injuries received when she was run ashore, they were destroyed as deing unfit for a voyage 
to a port of adjudication. 





No. 61. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received September 28.) 
og 19.) 
ty Lord, Cape Town, August 17, 1863. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 7 of the 23rd of June last, transmitting, for our information, the copy of a 
letter from the United States’ Minister, inclosing a list of vessels of the United 
States’ Navy, which have been furnished with authority to carry out the a 
of the Treaty of April 7, 1862, for the suppression of.the African Slave Trade. 

We beg to thank your Lordship for this communication, and to inform your 
Lordship that we have forwarded a copy of the list to the Admiral commanding-in- 
chief on this station. 

We have, &c. 


ned) GEO. FRERE. 
Cigned E. L. LAYARD. 
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No. 62. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received September 28.) 


(No. 20.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, August 28, 1863. 

WE have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Benjamin Pringle, 
Judge in this Mixed Court of Justice on the part of the United States of America, 
arrived in this Colony on the 14th instant; and at a sitting of the Mixed Court, 
held on the 15th instant, presented his credentials, which were found to be in good 
and proper order. 

Mr. Pringle has this day taken the oath of office before his Excellency the 
Governor of the Colony, in the form prescribed by the Act 25 & 26 Vict., cap. 90; 
and a record of these transactions has been duly entered upon the Minutes of the 
Mixed Court, 

We are glad to be able to state that Mr. Pringle has signified his approval of 
the proceedings taken with regard to the opening of the Court previous to his 
arrival, 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
KEK. L. LAYARD. 





No. 63. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received October 21.) 


(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 1, 1863. 

WE have the honour to report to your Lordship that, on the 19th ultimo, two 
dhows were condemned in the Vice-Admiralty Court of this Colony as good prizes 
to Her Majesty's ship ‘ Penguin.” The foll!swing are the particulars :— 

No. |. A dhow 6254, tons was discovered by Mr. Snell, Master’s Assistant of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin,” on the 7th of July, 1862, at anchor in a creek in the 
Moyamba River, about four miles from the mouth. Upon being searched she was 
found deserted, with no colours or papers, but two slave-irons were discovered 
stowed away in the bilge connected by a chain of upwards of 30 fathoms in length, 
sufficient to secure 100 slaves. A bamboo slave-deck was ready laid, and the vessel 
was in other respects fitted for the Slave Trade. Upon Lieutenant Mc Hardy, the 
Commander of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Penguin,” receiving Mr. Snell’s report, he 
proceeded to examine her himself; and on further search she was found fitted with 
bulkheads, but the chain referred to by Mr. Snell was gone: whereupon Lieutenant 
Mc Hardy seized her, after making several inquiries, but in vain, to ascertain from 
the negroes on shore as to what had become of her crew and cargo. Being unfit 
for a voyage to a port of adjudication, she was destroyed after being measured. 

No. 2. A dhow of from 80 to ]00 tons was observed by Lieutenant McHardy 
on the 6th of October last, to the southward of Brava; and on being chased she 
changed her course and ran on shore in the surf, which prevented the captors from 
getting alongside: but they observed the crew engaged in landing slaves, about 
100 in number. They therefore remained by the dhow all night to prevent any 
attempt at escape, but at daylight they found she had completely broken up, and 
that nothing was to be seen of her but a tank wahsed up on the beach. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 64. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell—(Received October 21.) 
(No. 22.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 12, 1863. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No, 8 of the 22nd of July last, inclosing copies of the Additional Article to the 
‘Treaty between Her Majesty and the United States of America for the Suppression 
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of the African Slave Trade, and of the Act of Parliament for carrying that 
Additional Article into effect. 





We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 
No. 65. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—( Received October 21.) 
(No. 23.) 
My Lord, Cape Town, September 12, 18638. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 9 of the 25th of July last, with its inclosures, informing us that the United 
States’ Government had approved the Regulations prepared by Her Majesty’s 
Government for the guidance, in the technical part of their duties, of the facies 
and Arbitrators appointed for carrying into effect the provisions of the Treaty of 
the 7th of April, 1862. 

These Regulations had been taken into consideration, and had been adopted, at 
a meeting of the Mixed Court held on the Ist instant, with the addition of a few 
words to paragraph 26, which seemed to our United States’ colleague desirable, in 
order to allow the Court to exercise its discretion as to taking the evidence of a 
witness who might, by inadvertence, have been present while other witnesses in the 
same cause were under examination. 

We have the honour to inclose a copy of the Minute recording the adoption of 
the Regulations with this addition. 

We take this occasion to report to your Lordship that Thomas Tinley, Esq., 
whose appointment as Marshal of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission 
has already been approved of by your Lordship, has been appointed to the office of 
Marshal of the Mixed British and United States’ Court of Justice. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 


Inclosure in No 68. 
Minute. 


Mixed British and United States’ Court of Justice, 
Cape Town, September |, 1863. 
Present : 
Geo. Frere, Esq. Benjamin Pringle, E<q. 
E. L. Layard, Esq. 
Wm. Tasker Smith, Esq , Registrar. 


THE Regulations for the guidance of the Mixed Courts of Justice, inclosed to Her Britannic Majesty's 
Judge aud Arbitrator in Earl Russell's despatch No. 5 of June 5, 1863, were taken into consideration. 

It was ordered,— 

That paragraph No. 26 be amended by the addition of the words, “ except at the discretion of the Court,” to 
be inserted after the words, “ before having been himself examined.” 

The following Regulations were adopted. 





No. 66. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell. (Received November 23.) 
No. 24.) * 
. y Lord, Cape Town, October 1, 1863. 

IN compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, we have the honour to lay 
before your Lordship our Report upon the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa 
during the year ending the 30th ultimo. 

We have heard of only one case in which slaves have been shipped from the 
Portuguese possessions for Cuba ; this is said to have been effected by a Spanish 
brig early in January last, a little to the north of Pomba Bay, the slaves being 
shipped from Ibo. Upon this statement, we must however remark, that we have 
reason to suppose that our information is very imperfect, and most probably falls 
far short of the actual facts; thus, for instance, in our Annual Report last year, we 
stated the number of these vessels at three, whereas we have now learned, from a 
source upon which we can rely, that at least six vessels succeeded in carrying off 
cargoes for the West Indies during the year 1861-62. 
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The exportation from places within the Portuguese dominions is still continued 
in Arab dhows, to Madagascar and the Comoro Islands, for the supply of Mayotta 
and Nosbeh ; but it is with much pleasure that we have learned, that although some 
thousands are still taken, this branch of the trade has declined very much during 
the last two years, and that the falling off may principally be attributed to the 
exertions of the Governor-General of Mozambique, Senhor Tavarez d’Almeida, who 
has taken pains to induce the slave-dealers to turn their attention to legitimate 
commerce. But it should be remembered that, beyond the immediate neighbourhood 
of the seat of Government, this officer has but little power. The Portuguese, except 
in the towns, are hardly under the control of the Governor-General, and for, some 
years to come, any serious diminution in the trade must only be looked for from the 
cessation of the demand for slaves in other countries. 

In the trade to the northward of Cape Delgado, we regret to say we can report 
no diminution. It is carried on as briskly as heretofore. The number of dhows 
taken up to the date of the latest advices from the coast was twelve: of these ten 
have already been condemned, seven as good prizes to Her Majesty’s ship “ Gorgon,” 
one to Her Majesty’s ship “‘ Narcissus,” and two to Her Majesty’s ship “ Penguin ;” 
the remaining two, which have not yet beén brought before the Court, were taken 
by Her Majesty’s ship “ Rapid.” All the vessels condemned were equipped for the 
Slave Trade ; but from two of them, slaves estimated by the witnesses at 160 in 
number were seen to be landed before the captors could succeed in boarding the 
dhows. Forty-two slaves are reported as taken in one of the “ Rapid’s ”’ prizes. 

Of the six vessels to the movements of which your Lordship has called our 
attention during the past year, none have arrived at this port. 

We venture again to call the attention of Her Majesty's Government to the 
insufficiency of the cruizers sent to this station to deal with the Slave Trade carried 
on in the Arab dhows. These vessels are from 100 to 200 tons burthen, of light 
draught of water, well suited to run in and out of the numerous small ports open to 
them on the coast, and in many cases well manned and armed. In the absence of 
any accurate survey of the coast, cruizers of the large class now employed cannot 
act with efficiency near the shore, and the service is therefore carried on by means 
of their boats, which have neither the speed nor the force requisite to cope with 
vessels of the class above mentioned. The revolution in Madagascar also rendered 
it necessary to withdraw the vessels to which the watching of the enormous extent 
of coast is entrusted, so that during the present year the work will have been much 
interfered with. and for some time the slave-dealers will have carried on their trade 
almost without interruption. The Commissioners have in former Reports recom- 
mended that the number of cruizers should be increased, and we see reason now to 
repeat the recommendation, and to represent to Her Majesty’s Government, that an 
addition of at least five vessels of the class of gun-boats, whisk we believe will be 
found best suited for the service, should be made to the force now at the disposal of 
the Admiral Commanding-in-chief. 

. We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. FRERE. 
E. L. LAYARD. 





No. 67. 
Mr. Layard to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, December 17, 1863. 
WITH reference to the last paragraph of your despatch, marked Separate, of 
the Ist of October last, requesting that you may be authorized to carry out the 
repairs in the offices occupied by your Portuguese colleagues that may be indis- 
nsable for their comfort, J am directed by Earl Russell to observe that his 
ordship, by his despatch of the 5th of October last, authorized your expending the 
sum of 50/. for the necessary repairs of the offices ; and as that despatch has crossed 
the one to which I am now referring, Lord Russell, before authorizing any further 
expenditure, would wish to know whether the cost of the repairs of the rooms 
occupied by the Portuguese Commissioners was not intended to be included in the 
sum already authorized. 
Iam, &c. 


(Signed) ' A, H. LAYARD. 
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No. 68. 
Her Mayesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received January 13, 1863.) * 


(No. 54.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 18, 1862. 

| HAVE the satisfaction of reporting to your Lordship that the slave-dealers 
in this quarter have just sustained another loss, which must prove the more serious 
at the present moment as they have lately been much pressed for shipping, and the 
barracoons have been for some time past filled with slaves, the cost of maintaining 
whom for a length of time must doubtless reduce the profits of their trade. 

2. A large barque, flying Spanish colours, was observed by Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Zebra,” Commander Hoskins, lying-to off Mangue Grande on the 3rd instant. 
Her colours were hauled down on the approach of the “ Zebra’s” boat, and on 
examination she was found to have on board every article requisite for the imme- 
diate reception of slaves, 200 of whom were actually in launches near the beach 
ready to be sent alongside, and the rest being embarked with the utmost expedition. 
In a few hours this vessel would doubtless have sailed with a cargo of not less than 
60 slaves, but the timely appearance of the “ Zebra” happily frustrated her iniqui- 
tous intentions. Great care had been taken by the captain and crew to destro 
every clue to her name and nationality; and Commander Hoskins forthwit 
dispatched her to St. Helena, for adjudication in the Vice-Admiralty Court there 
under the provisions of the Act 2 and 8 Vict., cap. 73. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 69. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received January 13, 1863.) 


(No. 56.) 

My Lord, Loanda, October 20, 1862. 

, I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 23rd May 
last, acquainting me that Her Majesty hus been pleased to appoint Mr. Watson 
Vredenburg, in addition to his appointment as Her Majesty’s Consul in this 
province, to be Her Majesty’s Arbitrator in the British and Portuguese Mixed 
Commission established here under the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842. 

2. On Mr. Vredenburg’s arrival I shall, in accordance with your Lordship’s 
directions, introduce him to my Portuguese colleagues as Her Majesty’s Arbitrator, 
and after he shall have taken the oath of office before the principal magistrate of 
the place in conformity with the requirements of the Treaty, I shall have much 
pleasure in entering upon the duties of this seen x eo him. 

ave 


(Signed) | EDMUND GABRIEL. 





POPs man = 


52 LOANDA. 
No. 70. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received January 13, 1863.) 
(No. 57.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 20, 1862. 

1 HAVE the lonour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 23rd July last, No. 12, transmitting to me a copy of a despatch which you 
had addressed to Mr. Herries, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lisbon, relative 
to the course pursued by the Governor-General of this province in declining to 
correspond with me, as Her Majesty's Commissioner, upon subjects connected with 
the Slave Trade, and acquainting me that Her Majesty’s Government is about to 
take further steps in this matter, as well as respecting the removal of slaves to 
St. Miomas, of which I shall be duly informed. 

2. | beg leave to tender to your Lordship my warmest thanks and acknow- 
ledgments for this communication. 





1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 71. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—( Received January 13, 1863.) 
(No. 58.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 30, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship * Espoir,” 
Commander Douglas, detained on the 15th instant, off the River Congo, a barque 
called the “Jane,” of about 290 tons, sailing under Dutch colours, and having on 
board, besides a much larger quantity of provisions than was requisite for the use 
of her crew, an unreasonable number of water-casks, which, with various irregu- 
larities in the ship’s papers and other circumstances relating to her proceedings, 
led to a strong suspicion that she was engaged in the Traffic in Slaves. 

2. As the “Jane” was sent to Sierra Leone for adjudication before the British 
and Netherlands Mixed Commission established there under the Treaty of the 
4th May, 1818, your Lordship will be made duly cognizant of the whole of the 
circumstances connected with the case of this vessel from the Reports of Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners at that place, and I only take the liberty of adding the 
expression of my sincere hope that this apparent attempt on the part of the slave- 
dealers to shelter their nefarious proceedings under Dutch colours, presenting as it 
does so novel a feature in the Slave Trade on this coast, may be signally defeated 
by the energetic proceedings of Commander Douglas. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 
No. 72. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Reveived February 4, 1863.) 
(No. 59.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 20, 1862. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of a 
despatch which I have addressed to Commander Hoskins, of Her Majesty’s ship 
“Zebra,” at present the Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships on this part of the 
coast, inclosing copies of a communication, and its inclosures, which I have received 
from Mr. Maunsell Mecham, who is acting as agent on this coast for Messrs. Thomas 
Tobin and Son, merchants, of Liverpool, respecting the seizure and destruction, en 
the 20th ultimo, of a small vessel called the “Britannia,” belonging to that firm, by 
Commander Douglas, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Espoir.” 

! have, &c. 
For Mr. Gabriel, 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT, 


Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 72. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Commander Hoskins. 


Sir, Loanda, October 18, 1862. 

WITH this Ido myself the honour to lay before you a copy of a letter and its inclosurea, which I have 
received from Mr. Maunsell Mecham, who is acting as agent on this part of the coast for Me: srs. Thomas Tobin 
and Son, of Liverpool. respecting the seizure and destruction, on the 20th ultimo, of a small vessel, called the 
* Britannia,” belonging to that tirm, by Commander Douglas, of Her Majesty's ship ** Espoir.” 

In doing so, it is scarcely necessary for me to add, that I am sensible of the fact that Her Majesty's officers 
are not, as Mr. Mecham appears to suppose, responsible to me for any measures which they may think proper to 
take in carrying out their instructions for the suppression of the Slave V'rade; but I veverthevess feel it only due 
to Commander Douglas that he shou’ be made acquainted through you with the nature of the complaints which 
have been made in this matter, in order that he may be prepared to meet them on the proper cecasion. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL, 





Inclosure 2 in No, 72. 
Mr. Mecham to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, Chinshouro, September 25, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for vour information, that on the 20th instant, in Cabenaa Bay, the British 
schooner “ Britannia,’ belonging to Messrs, Thomas Tobin and Son, merchants, of Liverpool, was seized and 
burnt by Commander Douglas. of Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

I therefore, on behalf of the above firm, whom T have the hononr to represent on this coast, have to request 
that, from the very grave nature of the accusation, which is totally unfounded, you will cause to be instituted a 
most strict inquiry into the affair, and endeavour to learn from Commander Douglas upon what grounds he makes 
that assertiou, and why he resorted to such strong measures. 

Thelosed is a copy of Wiliam Mabb's starement, a sailor in the employ of Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son, 
whom I sent to Cabenda to superintend the repairing of the * Britannia” 

T also forward you the statements of Commander Douglas and the residents here, for your guidance. 

The plea adduced by Commander Douglas appears to be founded principally on the papers being illegal. 
Lhave to inform you that these said papers have been recognized as legal by several of Her Majesty's officers ; 
and the last gentlemen I showed them to were Captain Crawford, Her Majesty's ship “ Archer,” and Commander 
Bedingfeld, Her Majesty's ship “ Prometheus,” who both expressed them as satisfactory. The Commodore's 
signature was not atiached to them, as she had never met Her Majesty's ship * Arrogant.” 

Moreover, | have to add, that the strange conduct of Commander Douglas appears to me very unaccountable, 
from the fact of his having seen the vessel previously, and made such inquiries which resulted in his being 
satisfied that she was correct. 

You will observe that he seizes her as not suspected, but actually engaged in the Slave Trade, and, moreover, 
amore flagrant case he never witnessed, Upon what he bases this serious charge I cannot conceive ; and I must 
beg to solicit your exertions to obtain a satisfactory explanation from Commander Douglas on this point, as I 
consider it throws a great stigma on Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son. 

Tue six barrels of palm oil were objected to, and water recommended as ballast ; therefore the precaution 
I took appears to be of no more avail than if it were the most noted and acknowledged article that could form a 
part of a slave cargo. 

The planks on board, to the number of seventy, were construed into a slave-deck. I shipped these planks 
inyself, with the express object of the:r being used towards repairing her. They are thick, red, native planks, 
most adapted tor launches, and are difficult to obtain. 

My principal reason for pointing out these facets to you, is to acquaint you. as Her Majesty's Comn.issioner, 
how encumbered legal commerce is becoming. At present I dare not (had I other crafis) send boats coasting, 
as the Luglish flag and papers are recognized by some and not by others; and even when acknowledged, if 
anything on board can be construed into the equipment of a slaver, shu is seized and destroyed. Planks, iron 
pots, Xe. 1 often require—the former for building purposes, and the latter for palm-oil. These are declared by 
our ernizers at once to be for slave-decks and cooking purposes, which causes the boat's condemnation. 

My coasting trade is completely paralyzed now, as the spars of my launch, also undergoing repairs in 
Cabenda, happened to be on board of the ‘ Britannia” at the time of her capture. I have produce at several 
parts of the coast, and am unable thereby to collect it; I therefore run great risk of ever receiving it. I almost 
venture to anticipate the views of Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son from the slur thrown upon them, for our 
cruizers, instead of promoting the facilities of carrying on licit commerce, seem to place every obstruction in 
the way. 

I trust I may be excused thus trespassing on your jime, but I deem the matter of such importance that I 
fee! myself in duty bound to put you in possession of all the facts of the case, with a view that such steps may be 
taken as you may consider will render satisfaction to Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son. 

, I have, &e. 
(Signed) MAUNSELL MECHAM, 
Agent for Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 72. 
Statement of William Mabbs. 


BN 


I, THE Ondersigned, William Mabbs, in the employment of Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son, do hereby 
certifv that I did, on or about the 30th day of August of the current year, proceed to Cabinda, with 
Mr. M. Mecham’s orders, in the British schooner “ Britannia,” for the purpose of having her repaired by 
Senhor D. Francisen Franque, she having on board seventy native planks for such purpose, also six casks of palm 
oil for ballast. 1 left her at proper moorings, dismantled, being unable to procure caulkers to work at her. 

About a fortnight afterwards I went to Cabinda again, in a whale-boat belonging to the same firm, with 
stores for Senhor Franque, when I was entrusted by Mr. Mecham with official despatches, from Her Britannic 
Majest - Commissioner at Loanda, to be delivered to the first of Her Majesty's ships the boat might 
meet with. 

On leaving Cabinda I saw a steamer, which proved to be Her Majesty's ship “Espoir.” I immediatel 
proceeded on board and delivered the despatches to the Commander of the said ship, who seemed much cliged, 
and sent his compliments 10 Mr. M. Mecham. He questioned me particularly concerning the said schooner 
“ Britannia,” and appeared to be perfectly satisfied with my statement about her; she at the same time flying the 
house flag of the firm. 

I returned to Lundana with the boat, and did not see the “ Britannia” again until on or about the 13th of 
a when I once more was ordered to Cabinda with the British launch “‘ English Packet” for the purpose 
of having her caulked. The “ Britannia” I found laying at her same mooring. 

On the afternoon of the 19th of September Her Majesty's ships “ Espoir” and “ Ranger" arrived at 
Cabinda, and anchored off that port. 

The “ Espoir” immediately sent a boat’s crew on board the “ Britannia,” which again left. About an hour 
afterwards enother boat's crew proceeded on board the said schooner, and left an officer and four men in charge. 
I immediately went off, thinking that, perhaps, the Cabinda crew on board would not understand what was 
required, which I found to be the case, as they had not delivered up the papers, which were on board; I then 
gave the papers to the officer in charge, who pronounced them illegal; but a boat coming from the ‘ Espoir™ 
at the same time, gave orders that if any person was on board the schooner, with papers, they were to proceed 
immediately on board of Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir.” I accordingly went on board, when the paymaster 
pronounced them legal; but, on second consideration, he sent them on board Her Majesty's ship “ Ranger,” as 
the Commander of the “ Espoir” was on board that ship. He sent back to say that the officer should keep 
charge of the “ Britannia" until the morning, and that I was to remain on board of her. 

Early on the morning of the 20th September he sent two large boats to tow her out to sea, and ordered 
me to go on board the ship. He then questioned me about my connection with the said schooner, and 
ultimately told me I was to consider myself a prisoner for St. Helena, to take my trial, it being the most flagrant 
case of Slave Trade he had ever met with. ‘The palm oil for baliast he made some objections to, and asked me 
why water was not substituted. 

After further consideration he gave me a document concerning the seizure of the said schooner “ Britannia,” 
and then put me on shore among the rocks off Cabinda Point, 1 being at the same time sick, and unable to 
proceed to my residence, and was obliged to send for a conveyance to carry me. 

By the time I arrived at my destination the schooner “ Britannia” was in flames, having been set on fire by 
part of the crew of the ‘ Espoir,” the * Ranger” having gone to sea before she was towed out. After burning 
for some time she sank, there being on board, at the same time, the whole of the spars and rigging belonging 
to the launch “ English Packet.” The ‘ Espoir” then left, staniling to the southward. 

(Signed) WILLIAM MABBS, 
In the Employ of Messrs. Thomas ™cbin and Son, Merchants of Liverpool. 
Witnesses to signature, 
(Signed) Maunsett Mecuam, Agent to Messrs. T. Tobin and Son. 
Henry James Lasuam, Assistant, 
James Frepericx Wuire, Assistant. 





Inclosure 4 in No, 72. 
Certificate. 


A SCHOONER called the “ Britannia” having no legal papers and entitled to the protection of no flag, has 
this day been detained by me for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

Tne only documents found on board were, a declaration of her being sold to a British subject dated 
7th November, 1860, and a copy of a letter from the Admiralty inclosing extracts from opinion of Law Officers 
on case of detention of English launch “ English Packet.” 

Dated on board Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,”’ at Cabinda, this 20th day of September, 1862. 

(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS, Commander. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 72. 


Mr. Mecham to Senhor F 5 
(Translation.) - mo iain tae 


Sir, Lundana, August 1, 1862. 

1 NOW send to you the palhabote “ Britannia ” which you were good enough to offer to repair. She makes 
much water, and it is necessary to haul her up to examine her bottom, in doing which I beg you to be careful in 
order that she may not be injured. I wish you to employ good master carpenters who understand their work 
well, * - that * =r ed ps apr wee and strongly. 

send a assist and superintend the repairs. He is a sailor and carpenter, in short an intelli man, 
and I take the Iberty of asking you to allow him te recide ve sour booes, ™ - 
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As regards the expenses, I hope you will do all you can in order that the work may be done with economy 
and little delay, because I will soon require her. 


I send seventy red planks which may of use for the work. The sails and other gear you will have the goodness 
to keep in your house. : 
I hope that you are in the enjoyment of health, and thanking you for all your favours, I am, &c. 
(Signed) M. MECHAM. 





Inclosure 6 in No. 72. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Mr. Mecham. 


Sir, Loanda, October 18, 1862. 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, informing me of the proceedings of 
Commander Douglas of Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir" in destroying the schooner * Britannia” belonging to 
Messrs. Tobin pa | Son, and in reply I hasten to assure you that on the earliest opportunity 1 will bring the matter 
to the knowledge of the Senior Officer of Her Majesty's ships on this division of the squadron, whose reply I shall 


not fail to communicate to you, transmitting at the same time to Her Majesty's Government all the documents 
relating to this subject. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 73. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received February 4.) 


(No. 60.) 
My Lord, Loanda, November 5, 1862. 

{ HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship copies of a communication 
which I have received from the Agents of some British and Dutch merchants 
established at Kinsembo, and of the answer I returned thereto. 

2. I forwarded copies of the correspondence on the earliest opportunity to the 
Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships on the South Coast, who cordially agrees with 
me in my reply; he having on his last visit to this port spoken with the Governor- 
General on the subject of the expedition to Rembé, which appears to have created 
at Kinsembo so much alarm among the natives and anxiety to the merchants. 

I have, &c. 
For Mr. Gabriel, 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT, 
Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 


Messrs. Hannah, Smith, and Oudhoff to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
Sir, Kinsembo, October 20, 1862. 
WE, the undersi residents of Kinsembo, beg to inform you that a large force of the troops of 
Portugal has been 'anded at Ambriz, and openly stated for the purpose of proceeding to Bembé, by force of 
arms if necessary. 

The natives of this place are afraid their intention is to take possession of this point, if possible. 

We therefore beg your attention to this subject, so that we may now if any such intention is coutem- 
plated by the Government of Portugal, as our property here is large and may be in danger if any attack 
is made on this place. 

We further beg you will take such steps as you may deem necessary for the protection of our property 
and the security of our trade. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HANNAH, Agent for Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, Li 
WILLIAM H. SMITH, for Messrs. Thomas Tobin and Son, Li t. 
T. L OUDHOFF, Agent for Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoff, Rotterdam. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 73. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Messrs. Hannah, Smith, and Oudhoff. 


Gentlemen, Loanda, October 22, 1862. 
I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of communication of the 20th instant, rcspecting the 
movements of the Portuguese force which recently left this place with ies for Bembé. 
In reply I beg to state that the intercourse between Ambriz and having, as I presume you are aware, 
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been for some time past much impeded, if not altogether prevented, by the hostile proceedings of the natives along 
the road, it has become necessary for the Government of this Province to adopt measures for transmitting 
the requisite supplies to the garrison and establishment at the last named place, and at the other neighbouring 
Portuguese settlements; and orders, | understand, have been given that, if necessary, force may be employed 
for that purpose. 

Such being the object in view, the landing of Portuguese troops at Ambriz, as stated in your letter, 
does not, in my opinion, afford any grounds for the fears which you inform me are entertained by the 
natives at Kinsembo as to the intention of the Portuguese authorities to take possession of their territory ; 
ami in expressing this opinion 1 take the liberty at the same time of recommending you to use your utmost 
endeavours on every occasion to impress strongly and urgently on the minds of the natives of Kinsembo and 
tee surrounding districts, the necessity of their very cautiously abstaining from giving any grounds of offence 
to the Portuguese autheridcs. inasmuch as I feel well assured that the slightest insult or indignity offered 
by them to the flag or subjects of Portugal will be promptly and vigorously resented by the local 
authorities here, whilst the respousibility in such a ease must of course rest entirely with the natives 
themselves. 

In conclusion whilst T have no hesitation in reiterating my conviction that no such intention as that referred 
to in your letter exists on the part of the Government of the Province at present, viz., that of taking possession of 
the point at Kinsembo, you may nevertheless rest assured that 1 will keep my attention directed to this 
matter, and when requisite, I will in the absence of Her Majesty's Consul, take such steps as may be in 
my power to secure due protection for your persons and the property under your charge. 

IT have, &e. 


(Sgned) EDMUND GABRIEL. 





No. 74. 


Mr. Hewett to Earl Russell.—(Received February 4, 1863.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 20, 1862. 

IT’ is my very melancholy duty to have to acquaint your Lordship with the 
death, which occurred on the 14th instant, of Mr. Edmund Gabriel, Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission established in this 
city. 

~ 2. Of how valuable a servant Her Majesty has been thus deprived, your 
Lordship too well knows. All who are engaged in the noble and humane cause, 
the Suppression of the Slave ‘Trade, must lament the loss of his vigilance and 
assiduity ; while how much beloved he was in private life, the mourning of a very 
large circle of friends will testify. 

3. The cause of Mr. Gabriel’s death was dysentery ; a copy of a certificate to 
that effect | have the honour to hand to your Lordship. 

4. About two months ago he was recommended to take a cruise, and after 
much persuasion, at the end of October, having then been ill for upwards of six 
weeks, he embarked on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Zebra ;” but about two days 
after he had left, Her Majesty’s ship “ Espoir”? was seen making for Loanda with 
a prize in tow—the Portuguese launch ‘ £.” Mr. Gabriel at once returned to his 
post, notwithstanding the state of his health, and worked nearly all day and all 
night. This, of course, added to his going out in the mid-day heat, and getting 
only broken rest at night, increased the virulence of his disease. On the 9th instant, 
upon medical advice and the earnest entreaties of his friends here, he left Loanda in 
Her Majesty's ship “Torch,” on board of which vessel he expired at 5°20 p.m. on the 
ith instant, when about 100 miles from this place. 

5. The “'Torch ” returned to Loanda on the morning of the 15th, and prepara- 
tions having been hastily made, the corpse was landed in the afternoon. Officers, 
scamen, and marines of both Her Majesty’s ships in port at the time, “ Torch” and 
“ Wrangler,” attended the siourntel procession. A very large number of friends 
of the deceased, and a great part of the population of Loanda, proved their respect 
for the much lamented gentleman by following the coffin from the place where it 
was landed to the grave where it was deposited. By order of his Excellency the 
Governor-General of this province, who was represented ia the cortége by both his 
aides-de-camp, the honours due to the highest judicial authority here were paid to 
the remains of Mr. Gabriel. The funeral service was read by Commanders Smith 
and Beamish. 

6. On the following day I accompanied the two officers above-mentioned to the 
palace, in order to tender our thanks and acknowledgments to his Excellency the 
Governor-General for the honours which had been so graciously and respectfully 
accorded to the remains of our much-esteemed countryman. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
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Inclosure in No. 74. 
Certificate. 


“ Torch,” St. Paul de Loanda, December 15, 1862. 
\ HEREBY certify that I attended the late Mr. Edmund Gabriel, and that he died on board this ship at 
sea on December 14, 1862, from dysentery. 





(Signed) C. J. FENNELL, Assistant Surgeon. 
No. 75. 
Mr. Hewett to Earl Russell.—(Received February 4, 1863.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 20, 1862. 


| HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that after the death of Mr. Gabriel, 
Commander Smith of Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch,” deeming it desirable that there 
should be somebody in this city to take charge of the archives which were in the 
custody of Her Majesty's Commissioner, as well as to watch over British interests 
here, as the senior officer in Her Majesty's navy present at Loanda gave me a 
Commission to act as Vice-Consul for Great Britain, a copy of which | have the 
honour to inclose. : 

2. The day after I received it I waited upon his Excellency the Governor- 
General to show him my Commission, and to ask him to grant me a provisional 
exequatur. His Excellency replied that he would place the matter without delay 
before the Council of Government. 

3. On the following day, the 17th instant, I addressed a letter to his Excellency, 
inclosing a copy of my Commission, for his information, and recording my applica- 
tion for an exequatur. I have the honour to lay before your Lordship a copy of 
this letter, together with the Governor-General’s reply, by which I learnt that he 
had not the power, as I had been given to understand he had, of granting provi- 
sional exequaturs. 

4. His Excellency, however, wishing te concede as much as possible, ordered 
that the officers of the Colonial Treasury should take an inventory of the effects of 
the late Mr. Gabriel, thereby satisfying the requirements of the law, but that they 
should leave me in charge of the house, furniture, documents, &c., until the arrival 
here of Her Majesty's Consul. 

5. In my acknowledgment of his Excellency’s reply I thanked him for the 
concession he had made, and the confidence he had reposed in me. 

6. 1 beg to assure you, my Lord, that in this correspondence with the Governor- 
General I acted to the best of my ability, and I hope that my conduct will prove to 
have been in accordance with your Lordship’s views; if, on the contrary, | have 
erred, [ must crave your Lordship’s indulgence, trusting that in any future emergency 
my judgment may be more correct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 75. 
Commission. 


‘To Edward Hyde Hewett, Esq., Clerk to Her Majesty's Commissioners, Vice-Consul. 

1, FREDERICK HARRISON SMITH, Commander Reyal Navy, commanding Her Majesty's ship 
“Torch,” taking into consideration the necessity for there being a Representative of the British Government in 
this city of Loanda, by the authority vested in me as Senior Naval Officer in Her Majesty's service present, do 
appoint you, Edward Hyde Hewett, Esquire, Clerk to Her Majesty's Commissioners in the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission established in this city, to act as Vice-Consul for and on behalf of Her Majesty the 

ueen. 
. And let this be your commission and authority to act in that capacity. 

Given under my hand at Loanda, this fifteenth day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred 

and sixty-two. 


(Signed) F. H. SMITH, Commander, and Senior Naval Officer present. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 75. 
Mh. Hewett to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Exceilent Sir. Loanda, December 17, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, a copy of a commission given to me by Commander 
Smith, commanding Her Majesty's ship * Torch,” to act as Vice-Consul for Great Britain at this port. 

I have already had the houour of waiting upon you with the original, and have now to request that your 
Excellency will be pleased to give me a temporvry exequatur, in order that I may be recognized by the authorities 
here in my cavacity of Vice-Consul. ‘ 

I take the liberty of adding that the conduct of Commander Smith in the present emergency will, as in 
similar cases with other naval officers, I feel convinced, be approved by and receive the support of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 75. 


The Secretary-Geneval of the Government of Angola to Mr, Hewett. 


( Translation.) Office of the Secretary of the General Government of the Province of 
Sir, Angola, December 18, 1862. 

HIS Excellency the Governor-General orders me to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of yesterday's 
date, in which you inform him of your nomination as English Vice-Consul, which was given you by the Commander 
of the steamer “ Torch,” in virtue of which you request the Governor-General to grant you a provisional exequatur, 
in order that you may enter upon the duties of the said office. 

In answer to the above-named despatch his Excellency commands me to inform you that having also received 
a similar communication from the Commander, he replied to him that he had been made aware of your nomination, 
but that he could not grant the exequatur as requested, inasmuch as his Excellency is absolutely forbidden by the 
law of the country to recognize any Consular Agent, even when nominated by his Government, without the 
express authority of His Most Faithful Majesty's Government coming for that purpose from the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs at Lisbon. But his Excellency, wishing to combine as much as possible the interests of Her 
Britannic Majesty's subjects with the requirements of the law in virtue of which the collection and administration 
of the effects of foreigners, in the absence of their respective Consuls, belong to the Treasury of this province, has 
ordered that the effects of Her Britannic Majesty's Commissioner, E. Gabriel, should be delivered up, with an 
inventory, and placed in your charge, to be handed over to the English Consul, lately appointed and already 
recognized by the Portuguese Government, who, doubtless. will shortly arrive in this city. 

God preserve, &c. (Signed) ANTONIO PEDRO DE CARVALHO. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 75. 
Mr. Hewett to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Excellent Sir, Loanda, December 19, 1862. 

I WAS honoured by the receipt of your communication of yesterday's date. 

I regret that by the Lis of Portugal you cannot recognize the validity of my commission as Vice-Consul, and 
are unable to grant me a provisional exequatur as requested. I beg, however, to tender my best thanks tor your 
Excellency's kindness on this occasion, and also for the confidence you are pleased to repose in me. 





I have, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 76. 
Earl Russell to Mr. Vredenburg. 
(No. 1.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1863. 


THE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint you to succeed the 
late Mr. Edmund Gabriel as Her Majesty’s Commissioner in the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission established at Loanda, I transmit to you Her Majesty’s 
Commission to that effect. 

Your salary as Commissioner has been fixed at 1,000/. a-year, and it will be 
paid to you in the same manner and under the same conditions as those under 
which your salary as Arbitrator was issued. 

The regulations already notified to you as Arbitrator, with regard to absence 
from duty and to pension, apply equally to your appointment - Pe agala 

am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





a 
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No. 77. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Vredenburg. 
(No. 2.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1863. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that the senior officer of Her Majesty’s ships at 
Sierra Leone has received instructions to make arrangements for conveying yourself 
and family from Fernando Po to Loanda in a ship of war, but only in the event of a 
passage by private ship not being procurable. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 





No. 78. 


Mr. Murray to Mr. Vredenburg. 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 17, 1863. 

THE Queen having been graciously pleased to appoint Mr. Hewett, the Clerk to 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda, to be Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at that 
place, 1 transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter which, by my directions, has 
been addressed to Mr. Hewett on his appointment.* 

You will perceive that his salary has been increased from 400/. to E00/. a-year, 
and | have to desire that you will pay Mr. Hewett his salary as it may become due 
to him at this increased rate, after deducting income tax, which at present is 9d. 
in the 1d. 

The object of giving Mr. Hewett a Commission as Vice-Consul is to enable 
him, in conformity with the terms of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, to act either 
as Arbitrator or Commissioner, in the event of his services being required in either 
capacity. 

lam, &c. 
(Signed) JAMES MURRAY. 


No. 79. 
Mr. Layard to Mr. Hewett. 


Sir, ‘oreign Office, February 17, 1863. 

I AM directed by Earl Russell to acquaint you that the Queen has been 
graciously pleased to confer upon you a Commission as British Vice-Consul at 
Loanda. 

The object of this appointment is that you may thereby become eligible under 
the stipulations of the 10th Article of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, 
between Great Britain and Portugal, to fill any vacancy that may take place on the 
part of Great Britain in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission. 

I am further to acquaint you that your salary as Clerk to Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners has been increased from 400/. to 500/. a-year, dating from the 5th 
instant, and will be paid to you at this increased rate by Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioner so long only as the appointment of Arbitrator may remain in abeyance, and 
you may thereby, in virtue of your appointment as Vice-Cortsul, be in a position to 
officiate if necessary as Arbitrator. 

Your Commission as Vice-Consul has been sent to Lisbon for the necessary 
exequatur from the Portuguese Government, and will be forwarded to you from 
thence by Her Majesty’s Minister. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. LAYARD. 


* No. 79. 
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No. 80. 


Mr. Vredenburg to Earl Russell.—( Received February 18.) 

(Separate.) 
My Lord, London, February 17, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 1, informing me that the Queen had been graciously pleased to appoint me to 
succeed the late Mr. Gabriel as Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, and trans- 
mitting to me my Commission to that efiect. 

I bee gratefully to thank your Lordship for this fresh mark of your Lordship’s 





kindness. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 81. 
Mr. Vredenburg to Earl Russell.—(Received February 18. 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, London, February 17, 1863. 


| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Murray’s despatch of 
this day’s date, No. 2, informing me that a passage for myself and family from 
Fernando Po to Loanda had been ordered in one of Her Majesty’s ships in the event 
of a passage by private ship uot being procurable. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 82. 


Mr. Vredenburg to Earl Russell.—(Received February 25.) 
(Separate.) 
My Lord, Liverpool, February 24, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have this day embarked 
on board the steamer ‘‘ Macgregor Laird” for the purpose of proceeding to Loanda. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


No. 83. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul. 


, Foreign Office, March 19, 1863. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 1 of the 20th of December last, reporting 
that on the death of Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner at Loanda, 
Commander Smith, the Senior Naval Officer on the station, furnished you with a 
commission as British Vice-Consul, in order to enable you to take charge of the 
archives of the Commission, and to watch over British interests; and you inclose 
copies of a correspondence with the Governor-General of Angola, arising out of an 
application which you made to his Excellency to recognize you in your official 
ee as Vice-Consul on the commission furnished to you by Commander 
Smith. 

I have, in reply, to state that I am not aware that Commander Smith had an 
authority to furnish you with a commission as Vice-Consul, and 1 am not sarncien, 
therefore, at the refusal of the Governor-General to recognize you in that capacity. 

His Excellency, however, by leaving you in charge of Mr. Gabriel’s house, 
furniture, documents, &c., appears to have conceded all that was required on the 
occasion, and I approve the letter which you addressed to him thanking him for his 
conduct in this matter. 

iam, &c. 
(Signed) ROSSELL. 
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No. 84. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1863. 

WiTH reference to the despatch from Her Majesty's late Commissioner, dated 
the 5th of November last, No. 60, I have to acquaint you that I approve the letter 
which Mr. Gabriel addressed to the merchants at Kinsembo, in reply to the commu- 
nication which he received from them expressing the fears they entertained for 
the safety of their factories on account of the Portuguese expedition to Bembé. 





Lam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 85. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1863. 


I TRANSMIT to you, for your information, copies of a despatch and its 
inclosure from Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon,* stating that the Governor of 
Angola has been instructed by his Government to give the necessary orders that 
you may be recognized by the Portuguese authorities in Angola as Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner in the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission Court at Loanda. 





I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 86. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
(No. 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 1863. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 3 of the 17th of February last, informing 
you of the appointment of Mr. Hewett to be British Vice-Consul at Loanda, I now 
transmit to you copies of a despatch and its inclosure from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at ‘Lisbon,t by which you will perceive that the Portuguese Government have 
instructed the Governor of Angola to recognize Mr. Hewett in that capacity, unless 
any objection should exist to this appointment. , ‘ 

am 


» &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 87. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6, 1863.) 


No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, December 29, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Senhor Antonio Casemiro 
d’Almeida Figueiredo, Guarda-Mor of the Court of Relacio, was appointed, on the 
5th of November, Secretary of the Mixed British and Portuguese Commission 
established in this city, in the place of Senhor Pedro Raphael de Carvalho, and that 
the customary oath was administered to him by the British and Portuguese 
Commissioners at a session of the Court ge on - 7th of the same month. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





* Class B, No. 177. + Ibid., No. 178. 
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No. 88. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 12, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 14, dated the 28th of August, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
at this place, inclosing copy of a despatch from Mr. Herries, Her ajesty’s Chargé 
d'Affaires at Lisbon, by which it appears that, in consequence of the Government 
of His Most Faithful Majesty not approving the line of conduct adopted by the 
Governor-General with regard to his refusal to correspond with Her Majesty’s 
Commissioners on Slave Trade matters, instructions in conformity with the views 
of the Cabinet of Lisbon would without delay be sent to the Governor-General. 

2. By the same despatch your Lordship signifies your entire approval of the 
conduct and proceedings of Her Majesty’s Commissioners in the communications 
which had passed between them and the Governor-General of Angola on that 





matter. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 89. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 13, 1863. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship'’s despatch 
No. 15, dated the 28th of August, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, 
notifying the entire approval of Her Majesty’s Government with reference to the 
language and proceedings of Her Majesty’s Commissioners:in certain communica- 
tions which badd panne between them and the Governor-General of Angola on the 
subject of the transfer of slaves from that province to the [sland of St: Thomas. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 90. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Karl Russell.—(Received May 6. 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 15, 1863. 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 17, dated the 23rd of September, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioners, transmitting, for his information, a copy of a despatch from Mr. Herries, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Lishon, stating that he had been informed by 
the Marquis de Loulé that the Portuguese Government had taken effectual 
measures to put a stop to the practice of exporting slaves from Loanda to the 
Island of St. Thomas, and that both the Governor-General and the Provincial 
Secretary of Angola had been recalled. 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 91. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.— (Received May 6.) 


No. 6.) 
ity Lord, Loanda, January 19, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to lay before your Lordship the particulars of an occur- 
rence which took place in this harbour, an account of: which has, I understand, been 
transmitted by the Governor-General of Angola to Lisbon, and is likely to be 
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peveght to your Lordship’s knowledge by the Government of His Most Faithful 
ajesty. x 

1. Gn the 16th December, while returning to the ship under his command, 
Commander Smith observed the Portuguese brigantine ‘“‘ Paquete de Mossamedes ” 
steering directly for the bows of that vessel, and had not Lieutenant Martin, who 
was at the time the senior officer on board, very promptly slipped the “Torch’s ” 
cable, a collision must inevitably have taken place. 

3. Commander Smith, arrived on board, manned his boats and ordered the 
crews to bring the brigantine to an anchor, in order to obtain either an explanation 
or apology from the master, who, however, together with the crew of the ‘* Paquete 
de Mossamedes,”’ seeing that their vessel was being boarded, immediately deserted 
her. 

4. When Commander Smith found the brigantine had been anchored, he hoisted 
the signal recalling his boats, and fired two guns, I believe to draw the attention of 
the absent party to the signal. 

5. Early on the following morning Commander Smith received a despatch from 
the Governor-General of this Province, complaining of the gratuitous insult offered 
in this port by Her Majesty’s ship “ Torch” to the Portuguese flag. He imme- 
diately came ashore, and waited upon his Excellency to give him a full explanation 
of the affair, taking with him a despatch to the same effect in answer to the one he 
that morning received, in which after saying that by the early receipt of his 
Excellency’s despatch he had been anticipated making his complaint, he repudiated 
the charge of insulting the flag of so faithful and so old an ally as Portugal. The 
despatch of the Governor-General appeared in the * Boletim Official,” together with 
a translation of that of Commander Smith; a copy of the “ Boletim” containing 
these | have the honour to inclose with translations of the correspondence. 

6. Commander Smith had the honour of being for some time the senior officer 
of the South Division of the squadron on this coast, and while in that responsible 
position it was ever his policy to maintain and strengthen the amicable relations 
which must exist between Great Britain and Portugal to bring to a successful issue 
their labours in co-operating for the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

7. After his audience with the Governor-General, Commander Smith returned 
to my house, and informed me that his Excellency had appeared perfectly satisfied 
with the explanation offered, and had attributed the mismanagement of the 
“ Paquete de Mossamedes”’ to the native pilot on board at the time. 

8. Her Majesty’s ship “Torch” left for her cruizing-ground on the 17th of 
December, and the “ Paquete de Mossamedes” for the River Congo on the 20th, 
under convoy of His Most Faithful Majesty’s palhabote of war “ San Thomé.” 

9. Upon the arrival in this port of Her Majesty’s ship “Narcissus,” being 
asked by the Commander-in-chief, [ gave him the above particulars, and he consi- 
dering, as indeed Commander Smith and I did, that the affair had been settled, 
did not deem it necessary to reopen the subject. 

10. After the departure, however, from this port of the “ Narcissus,” I heard 
that the Governor-General had sent to Lisbon an account of the affair, and also the 
despatch which Commander Smith had left with his Excellency. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 91. 


The Governor-General of the Province uf Angola to Commander Smith. 


(Translation. ) . 
Sir, Palace of Government, Loanda, December 17, 1862. 
YESTERDAY, late in the evening, I received an official letter stating that a a insult had beensoffered by 
Her Majesty's ship “ Torch,” under your command: the brigantine ‘‘ Paquete de Mossamedes,” at the time she 
was getting under weigh, having been cleared by the proper authorities, being boarded by three boats belonging to 
that ship at 5°15 p.m. 

I pi hardly believe an attempt of such a nature committed by British forces against all rights of the nation 
which boasts of so old and faithful an ally of Great Britain, and which has ever maintained the strictest good 
faith in the fulfilment of her Treaties, even whon so doing she felt obliged to involve herself with the most 
powerful nations. , 

I aw therefore compelled to protest, as I solemnly do, against such a daring affront to the Portuguese flay, 
and I trust that my Government will obtain from the rectitude and impartial jokes of yours due satisfaction, not 


only in regard to the dignity and national independence thus insulted, as in respect to the injury caused to 
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commerce, in consequence of a vessel being forced to anchor when proceeding on a voyage for which she had been 
legally cleared. 


God preserve, Xe. (Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 


Commander Smith to the Governor-Generat of the Province of Angola. 


(Traustation.) 
Most Excellent Sir, “ Torch.” St. Paul de Loanda, December \7. 1862. 

[ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Exvelleney'’s despatch of this date complaining of 
av insult made to the Portuguese flag in this. port by the boats of [ler Majesty's ship under my command, which 
yesterday evening boarded the brigantine “ Paquete de Mossamedes.” 

In reply, [ have to offer to your Excellency the following explanation :— 

On my return to the “ Torch” yesterday, at 5°30 p.M., in company with Commander Beamish of Her 
Majesty's ship * Wrangler,” when about 500 yards from the “Torch,” it appeared to me that the * Paquete de 
Mossamedes '" was steering directly for the bows of the vessel under my command. On board the " Torch” sails 
were set and the cable slipped. which prevented the collision which must inevitably have ocenrred had this uot 
heen done. 

Having by this time arrived on board the “ Toreh.” and considering that the circumstances of this case 
required an explanation, | ordered my Lieutenant to take to the boats aud bring the brigantine to anchor, which 
hie did 

When I saw that the vessel was anchored, | immediately recalled the boats by signal, and to cali attention to 
the signal a gun was fired. ‘The Lieutenant then returned with the boats under his orders, and [ can assure you 
thar he did not remain on board the brigantine more than a quarter of an hour. 

IT cannot, nor do I wish to, impute the conduct of the master of the * Paquete de Mossamedes “ to malice; | 
can therefore only suppose that it was due to extreme incapability or gross neglect. 

From what is stated, vour Excellency will perceive that what [did on this occasion was not without reason ; 
ayias the brigantine was about leaving the harbour with a favourable wind, it was indispensable, in order to obtain 
the necessary explanations, that she should forthwith be brought to an anchor, and this [ took upou myself, as 
there was not time to communicate with the authorities of the port. 

The early receipt of your Excellency’s letter anticipated the complaint which T was about to address to your 
Evvelleney to-day. 

I must express my deep regret that your Excellency could suppose that a British officer would at any time 
attempt to insult the Portuguese flag, more particularly when so many proofs of friendship towards our country 
have so lately been given on the occasion of the melancholy event whiel: hae just taken place, 

In conclusion, I assure your Excellency that it has always been, and will ever be, my sincere wish to 
cultivate that friendly intereourse which for so many years has existed between the two nations. 

oF I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





No. 92. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 7.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 20, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
« Narcissus,” bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Commander-in-chief of the British 
naval forces on this coast, arrived here on the 9th instant. 

2. Having gone on board and paid my respects to Sir Baldwin Walker, I 
acquainted him with the death of Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and 
that in consequence Commander Smith of Her Majesty’s ship “Torch” had given 
me an acting Commission as Vice-Consul, but that I could not be recognized as 
such by the Governor-General of this Province before his Excellency had received 
official notification from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty together 
with the necessary exequatur ; that under these circumstances I had not renewed 
my application, but had forwarded all the correspondence upon the subject to Her 
Majesty's Government. 

3. The Commander-in-chief said that he quite approved of Commander Smith 
having given me the acting commission as Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul, and expressed 
his willingness to have used his influence with the Governor-General on my behalf, 
but he considered it impolitic to prefer a request the concession of which would 
involve a breach of the law of Portugal. 

4. There was another matter upon which the Commander-in-chief soug ht infor- 
mation, viz, the case of the Portuguese brigantine ‘“‘Paquete de Mossamedes ” 
having been boarded in this port and brought to an anchor by Her Majesty’s ship 
© Torch ;” the particulars of sehick form the substance of my despatch \o your 
Lordship of yesterday’s date, No. 6. 
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5. Her Majesty’s ship “Narcissus” left this for the River Congo on the 
11th instant. 
I have, &c. e 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 


ee Ee 


No. 93. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Karl Russell.— (Received May 6.) 


(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Loanda, January 31, 1863. 

L HAVE much satisfaction in being able to report to your Lordship the capture 
of the “Island Queen” on the 28th December last, by Ller Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler,” 
Commander Beamish, 180 miles due west of Elephant Bay. The case was taken 
before the Vice-Admiralty Court at St. Helena for adjudication. 

2. The captain of this vessel said he was to have shipped his slaves at Equimina. 
a little to the north of Elephant Bay where he expected about 1,000, but he would 
have gone off had he been able to obtain 800. He was told in Lisbon, when asked 
to take charge of the “ Island Queen,” that to the southward of Loanda there was 
not the least danger of being captured, as the Euglish cruizers were seldom or never 
sent there. 

3. There is, my Lord, a great deal of truth in this; indeed, the few cruizers on 
this division of the station should always be on their cruizing-ground, to effectually 
blockade the coast against the Traffic in Slaves. But Her Majesty’s ships here being 
small must come frequently to Loanda for coals, or having taken a full prize and 
the vessel reported to be unseaworthy, they are obliged, having burnt her, to take 
the negroes over to St. Helena. 

4. The principal points of this coast for the Slave Trade are vo doubt to the 
north of Ambriz, and these places are carefully watched by Her Majesty's cruizers 
on this division; nor can they well be spared off their respective cruizing-grounds : 
therefore, except upon good information or when going to Ascension or St. Helena, 
the coast south of Loanda remains unvisited. The facilities for obtaining the 
victims of this infamous traffic are not so great there as at the north; but I fear, 
my Lord, they are far greater than they should be. considering that it is the territory 
of a Power bound by the honour of a Treaty, summoned by the calls of humanity, 
and, for the real welfare of this its largest Colony, so often counselled to use its 
every endeavour to exterminate this abominable barter for human flesh. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 94. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—( Received May 6.) 


of her, Her name, however, was voluntarily given by the tear of sig Magee 
1e despatch No. 90 


ship before. aes 
5. The “Lola Montes” was sent to be adjudicated upon in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court at St. Helena. 
Crass A. “ 5 
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6. I prc Bae draw your Lordship’s attention to the fact that this 
vessel, as well as the “ Js Queen,” came from the port of Cadiz. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 95. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 11.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 12, 1863. 

{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 19, dated 24th November, 1862, addressed to Her renioety Ommissioner 
here, in which your Lordship approves of the note addressed by r. Gabriel to the 
Governor-General of Angola, requesting that inquiry might be made with the view 
to proceedings being adopted against the parties concerned in the Portuguese 
brigantine “ Paquete de Loanda.” vis ‘. 

ave, 


, Sic. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 96. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Karl Russell_—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 12.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 13, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 20, dated 24th November, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
here, approving of his proceedings in regard to the Portuguese brigantine 
i uete de Mossamedes,” suspected of being destined to be employed in the Slave 

rade. 

2. I have the further honour to acquaint your Lordship that this vessel did not 
leave the port of Loanda until the middle of December, when she went to the 
River Congo for firewood, and that, in conformity with the bonds exacted before 
her departure, she returned to Loanda during the course of the present month. 

3. I beg to assure your Lordship that | will note with care the movements of 
this vessel; and should anything of a suspicious nature take place, I will as soon 
as possible apprize your Lordship of the same, and place the information at the 
service of the officers commanding Her Majesty's cruizers on this coast. 

I have, & 


, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





’ No. 97. 
Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


No. 13.) 
i Lord, Loanda, February 14, 1863. 
I] HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No, 21, dated the 24th November, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
here, inclosin: , for his information, copy of a Report from the Home Office, from 
which it would appear that there is no ground for the charge made by the two 
sailors, John Clark and Joseph Marks, with regard to the British schooner “ Lady 
Abercromby ” having been engaged in the Slave Trade. 
I have, &c 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
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Her Mojesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 14.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 16, 1863. 

! HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the book containing the 
official correspondence of Her Majesty's late Consul at this port, between the 5th 
December, 1858, and 21st May, 1862; alsothe correspondence of the same gentle- 
man while Acting British Commissioner, between the Ist September and the 10th 
December, 1860. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 99. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 17, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a despatch No. 22, dated 
22nd December, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty’s Commissioners at this place, 
from Mr. Layard, inclosing copy of a statement to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 
from Commodore Edmonstone, respecting the transmission of the mails for Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners from Fernando Po. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 100. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 


(No. 17.) 

My Lord, Loanda, February 19, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 

No. 24, dated the 23rd December, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty's Commissioner 

t this place, approving the further communications addressed by him to the 
Gosarnontiessea of Angola; in the matter of the Portuguese brigantine “ Paquete 
de Loanda,” which was captured in the River Congo shortly after leaving this port 
with a cargo of cattle. 





1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No. 101. 


- Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Loanda, February 20, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to _——_eoe the receipt of our Lordship’s despatch 
No. 25, dated 23rd December, 1862, addressed to Her Majesty's Commissioner at 
this place, and inclosing copy of a letter from Messrs. Taylor and Sons, representing, 
on behalf of the Western African Malachite Copper Mines Company, the difficulties 
with which the Company have to contend in consequence of the frequent interrup- 
tions by the natives of the communications between the mines and the coast, and 
requesting that British Agents on the West Coast of Africa may be instructed to 
do all that lies in their power to protect the interests of the Company by maintaining 
the aie gn of the Province of Angola, and by co-operating, with Senhor 
Andrade, the Governor-General, in his efforts for the restoration of peace and order 
among the native population. . 

2. The letter of Meotrs. Taylor contains the following extract from a communi- 
cation of their agent at Lisbon :—“ The last occurrences of the kind have furnished 
them (the Portuguese Government) with proofs beyond suspicion of the active part 
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which, if not the British Government directly, at least some of their officials, and 
many private British subjects have taken, and are actually taking, in the revolt of 
the negroes, not only by instigating them and furnishing them with arms, but even 
by putting themselves at their head, and leading them to drive the Portuguese away 
from their Settlement.” 

3. The amount of truth contained in the insinuation against Her Majesty’s 
Government will afford a good standard by which, my Lord. you may estimate the 
justice of the accusation against British officials, and appreciate the grounds for the 
attack upon private subjects of the Queen; but [ most respectfully and humbly ask 
of your Lordship not to allow this statement to pass by with tacit incredulity. 

5. The despatch No. 60 of 1862, with its inclosure No. 2, will prove how far 
British officers, civil or naval, are desirous of entering into those petty broils or 
encouraging the natives in this inglorious warfare against the Portuguese. 

6. IT will, according to your Lordship’s instructions, collect all the information 
I can, and on the earliest opportunity will make your Lordship acquainted with 
what I have learnt upon the subject of Messrs. Taylor and Sons’ letter. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 102. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.— (Received May 6.) 
(No. 19.) 
My Lord, Louanda, February 25, 1863. 

{ HAVE the honour to acquaint your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
‘ Brisk,” Captain Luce, while on her way down from the Bights Division to Loanda, 
captured on the 10th instant, off the Island of Anno Bom, a slaver without colours 
or papers, of less than 100 tons, with 360 slaves on board. 

2. It appears that this vessel was the “ Bella Augusta,” that she had shipped 
500 slaves between Red Point and Cabenda seventeen days before, and that 140 
had died in that short space of time, principally from the dearth of water ; it having 
been discovered after the shipment of the negroes that there were only two casks 
full on board: from the others, it was said, the remainder of the water originally 
taken in had run out. The “ Bella Augusta”? was on her way to Anno Bom for a 
fresh supply. 

3. The full report of the case your Lordship will, no doubt, obtain from another 
quarter, as the “ Bella Augusta,” with the necessary evidence, was sent for adjudica- 
tion before the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT 





No. 103. 


Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—(Received May 6.) 

(No. 20. 
My eel Loanda, February 28, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “ Zebra,” 
captured in the River Congo, on the 20th November last, the brigantine “ Liberdade.” 

2. Your Lordship may remember that Her Majesty’s late Commissioners in 
the course of last year complained strongly to Governor Calheiros of the system of 
allowing vessels to clear hence for the Island of St. Thomas with libertos, a system 
which so suddenly sprung up and flourished so well under his administration, but 
which, through your Lordship’s intervention, has so quickly been extinguished. 
This brigantine “ Literdade”” was one of the vessels which was permitted to proceed 
on this illegal speculation, for such it no doubt was. 

3. Not being able to communicate with the Governor-General as Acting Vice- 
Consul, { took advantage of his Excellency being Acting British Commissioner, and 
in my character of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commissioners, proceeded to the palace 
with the letter from the late Governor, General Calheiros, to Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioners, dated April 7, 1862, copy of which forms Inclosure No. 1] in despatch No. 22 
from Her Majesty's Commissioners to your Lordship, in paragraph 9 of which he 
acknowledges that the “ Liberdade” was abvut to leave this port in conformity with 
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the law of the country. By this I inferred that the necessary bonds had been 
entered into. 

4, | likewise took with me the letter from Commander Hoskins, commanding 
Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” to Her Majesty’s Commissioner, informing him of the 
capture. J explained to the Governor-General that these documents were from the 
archives of the Commission, of which he was the sole representative here, and that 
these letters | had the honour of placing before him as such, leaving him to act as 
he thought fit in his other capacity—that of Chief of the Government of this 
Province. 

5. His Excellency informed me that he was aware of the capture of the 
‘ Liberdade,”’ and that he had already communicated with the Government of the 
Island of St. Thomas, where the “ Liberdade ”’ went after leaving this, and where it 
appears she was sold to other parties, thereby relieving the bonds in this city of 
responsibility in the voyage she was destined to attempt, but which she has been 
happily frustrated in accomplishing. His Excellency expressed a hope that the 
bonds which it was necessary for her to obtain at the Island of St. Thomas previous 
to her departure would be exacted, and that it was with that object that he had 
requested the Governor of that island at once to put the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty in possession of all the information he possibly could on the 
subject. 

“< The promptitude and spontaneity on the part of the present Governor- 
General in thus taking action with regard to this matter will, I feel assured, be 
fully appreciated by your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





No. 104. 


‘ Her Majesty's Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—( Received May 6.) 
(No. 21.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 3, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Antelope” arrived in this port with the Portuguese brigantine ‘“ Venus” in tow, 
on the January. 

2. The case was tried before the Mixed Commission established in this city, 
his Excellency the Governor-General acting as Commissioner on the part of Great 
Britain, in accordance with the provision of Article X of Annex B of the Treaty 
between Great Britain and Portugal, dated 3rd July, 1842. 

3. The ‘ Venus” was on the 25th of February adjudicated a bad prize, but the 
captor was not cast in damages for the detention of the brigantine. 

4. Il regret, my Lord, that my slight knowledge of the Portuguese language 
has precluded me from being enabled to transmit to your Lordship a full report of 
this case. 

5. The judgment of the Commissioners will be found in the official “ Boletim,” 
a translation of which I beg to inclose. 

I have, &ce. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure in No. 104. 


Extract from the “ Official Boletim™ of February 25, 1863. 
(Translation. ) 

IT has been adjudged by the Portuguese and British Mixed Commission established in this city, in virtue of 
the Treat: cioacluades between Great Britain and Portugal for the Suppression of the Slave Trade, signed in Lisbon 
on the July, 1842,— 

That these proceedings, and the documents hereunto annexed, being seen and examined, it results from the 
communication (folio 5), from the report of capture (folio 7), and certificate (folio 9), rectified by the sworn decla- 
ration (folios 15 to 19), that C. O'D. Allingham, Lieutenant Royal Navy, commanding Her Majesty's ship 
“ Antelope,” sighted on the 2nd instant, off Cabenda, the brigantine ‘* Venus,” steering towards the land, and that 
the steamer having immediately made for her, as soon as she was concealed from the brigantine, this vessel tacked 
to sea, and setting port studding-sails, made every effort to escape her, with the land wind then blowing light from 
the api nt quadrant, but for the little breeze soon came up to her after a short chase, when she hoisted Portu- 

ese jours ¢ 
“a That the said Commander of the steamer then boarding her, upon the appearance of her master he was 
recognized to be the same man met with before on board an American notorious s’aver, named the “ J/ha da 
Cuba,” at that time pretending to be an American, and now appearing as a Portuguese subject : i 
Crass A. F 


That proceeding on the search, and _her with a full the said officer could not ascertain if there 

afi Article IX of the of Srd July, 1842, but that astern of 

found, separated by a which appeared to him, the captor, to be the usual 
to keep the women apart the men: 

That upon examination of the ship’ t Fesier tombe of rongers beg enone uence of discre- 
of 


: 
t 
i 


8 
in the ’s name, and because a greater number of passengers mentioned in articles than 
ore Wore actin on beast} and that all these circumstances, added to that brigantine ascending the River 
Congo at the time she was discovered by the steamer—Loanda being the port of her destination, likewise the 
efforts made by that vessel to » besides the master’s rude reception of the boarding officer. gave rise to 
the suspicion that the brigantine might be engaged in the Slave Traffic, and let him to detain her, and to bring 
her before this Court. 

The master, mate and supe’ ‘0 of the said brigantine concur in their depositions (from folios 22 to 3:1) ; 
they deny the vessel’s having altered her course, setting any more sails on the appearance of the steamer, or 
endeavouring to escape her ; but the captain does not deny having been met with on board the *‘ Zlha de Cuba” 
when she was detained by this same officer. He declares that he was second mate, and not first mate, but he 
denies having said to be an American. 

In the survey (folio $4) it is asserted by the Surveying Officers that they found nothing, either in the vessel or 
her cargo, to give the slightest cause of suspicion of her being engaged in the Slave ‘I'rade, and consequently that 
they did not find the slave-deck mentioned by the captor, but only a partition forming a store for provisions, which 
could never be turned into a slave-deck with the few old boards found in the vessel, 

From the Report (folio 43) it is stated by the same Surveying Officers that the vessel's log was correct, and 
in ore , 

the whole seen and well-examined, and considering that the said brigantine “ Venus” has all her papers 
in legal form, and that she was thus carrying a cargo for licit commerce, as shown by the documents annexed to 
these proceedings ; considering that, from the strict search performed upon the said vessel and her cargo, as from 
the survey effected on her log, no cause whatever of suspicion of her being engaged in the Slave Trade was obtained ; 
considering that there is some confusion or inexactitude on the part of the captor when he says that the brigantine 
“Venus” was ascending the River Congo, contradictory to his Declaration (folio 7), where he states having 
detained the said vessel off Cabenda, concluding that she was going up the river, his Certificate (folio 9) being 
dated off Cabenda ; and that this Court, so as to obtain correct information, having presented to him at the time 
of his declaration (folios 15 to 19) a chart of the coast for him to determine the point where he sighted the 
brigantine, he made it at a medium distance between Cabenda and the Congo; considering that there is no proba- 
bility of the detained vessel endeavouring to avoid the steamer, as with a light wind from the north-east and port 
studding-sails, the cruizer standing south-east, according to Declaration (folio 17) she could never have escaped : 
we do adjudge the said brigantine “ Venus” a bad prize, and as such free and clear her for not being implicated 
in any of the items of Article 1X of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, and order that all her crew be restored to 
liberty, and the vessel and cargo returned in her actual condition to the respective master. Considerine. moreover, 
that the captor was led into error by fault of the master of the said brigantine that caused him to engender well- 
founded suspicion against the same, not on! from the difference of three passengers being short from those set 
down in the Articles, but because the name of the master was not alike in the several ship’s papers, the signatures 
likewise differing in regard to the name “ Pinto,”—irregularities which the master should have been more cautious 
about, to avoid troubles of this nature ; added to which, the master was particularly suspicious to the captor, having 
been formerly met by him on board an American vessel which. he understood subsequently shipped slaves, and that 
the confidential denouncements respecting this vessel gave the captor good grounds to detain her. Having in view 
the disposition of Article VII, in fine, of Annex B to the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, the Commissioners in the 
Mixed Commission adjudge the said Lieutenant Constantine O'Donnell Allingham, commanding Her Majesty's 
ship “ Antelope,” free and exempt of payment of indemnities of any kind for losses and damages caused to the said 
brigantine, her , passengers, or crew by such detention, and consequently her owner, shipper, master, crew, 
and passen; with no right to claim any such indemnities from the captor or the British Government. And 
order it to fe thas executed, for which purpose they interpose their legal agi h 
Given and published in session of the Mixed Commission Court at St. Paul de Loanda, on the 25th February, 


, (Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, Governor-General. 
JOSE JULIO RODRIGUES, Portuguese Commissioner. 





No. 105. 


Her Majesty’s Acting Vice-Consul to Earl Russell.—( Received May 6.) 
No, 22.) 
My Lord, Loanda, March 5, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your pal pase that Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra” 
arrived in this port the 21st February, having detained the Portuguese brigantine 
“ Laura,” which vessel came in here on the evening of the same day in charge of an 
officer and prize crew of the “ Zebra.” 

2. The trial has not yet terminated in the Court of the Mixed British and 
Portuguese Commission ; but I hope to be able to report by the next mail the Judg- 
ment of the Commissioners in the case. : 

C ey pts 1 have, &c. eer aa ey 
ake eee ; (Signed) , . EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. | 


‘ ‘ 
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No. 106. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 


ag 23.) 
y Lord, Loanda, April 25, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to ceausint your Lordship that I pede, ¥ this city on 
the 7th instant, and on the 9th J presented my res to his Excellency the 
Governor-General, and showed him my warrant as Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
The Portuguese Commissioner was dangerously ill, and unable to receive my 
visit: he died on the Sunday followiug. 

On the 14th instant I took the oaths as Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and also 
as a member of the Board of Superintendence, before the principal Magistrate of 
the place. On the same day I attended a session of the Mixed Commission, the 
Governor-General acting as Portuguese Commissioner. 

I tegret to inform your Lordship that on my arrival [ found Mr. Hewett 
seriously ill with fever. By my advice he has gone on a cruize to the southward, on 
board Her Majesty's ship “Zebra.” I have in consequence been deprived of his 
valuable assistance. As I have to repay him sundry sums disbursed by him, and 
also to obtain information from him on various matters, Iam compelled to defer 
till next mail the transmission of the Quarterly Accounts, Reports, &c., connected 
with ae Commission. They shall, however, be forwarded with as little delay as 
possible. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 107. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord Loanda, April 25, 1863. 


{ HA‘ the honour to report to your Lordship that the “ Mariquita,” an 
American-built fore-and-aft schooner, with Custom-house clearances from London, 
was on the 17th March captured off Point Padrone by Commander Hoskins, of 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Zebra,” with 471 slaves on board. The“ Mariquita” had been 
watched since the beginning of March by the cruizer stationed off the River 
Congo. She was sent to St. Helena for adjudication. 

The Captain of the “ Mariquita” was the notorious Captain Bowen, formerly of 
the ‘ Nightingale.” He was sent to St. Helena in the captured vessel, Commander 
Hoskins most judiciously thinking it desirable to rid the coast of so bold and skilful 
a slave captain. 


I have, &c. 
, (Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 108. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.-—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 25.) : 
My Lord, ’ ; Loanda, April 27, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Portuguese brigantine 
“Laura” (the detention of which vessel by Her Majesty's ship “Zebra” was 
reported to your Lordship by Mr. Hewett, No. 22 of the 5th of March), was on the 
17th of that condemned by the British and Portuguese Mixed Commission holding 
its sittings in this city, and sentence of confiscation recorded against her, the 
Court ordering that she should be disposed of in the manner, prescribed by the 


I will forward to your Lordship the Judgment of the Commissioners as soon as 
I can translate and prepare the papers. 


1 have, &c. 
(Signed) § W. VREDENBURG. 
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Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Loanda. May 20, 1263. 

] HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that on the Ist of this month a 
launch arrived at this port with 79 blacks on board. She had been captured by 
the Chief (Chefe) of Novo Redondo, cruizing along the coast, with the intention, as 
he supposed, of conveying the negroes on board of some vessel in the offing. The 
Governor-General informed me that such was also his opinion, and that he had sent 
down orders to ascertain by whom they had been shipped ; and his #xcellency has 
since told me that two white men have been apprehended and are in custody. The 
launch has been sent down to be tried in the Prize Court at Benguella, within which 
Province the capture was made. 4 

| fear, my Lord, that more slave-trading has been carried on to the southward 
of this port than we have hitherto been aware of, and I think it would be desirable 
that that part of the coast should be more frequently visited by Her Majesty’s 
cruizers. 

Iam happy to inform your Lordship that, from frequent conversations that I 
have had with the Governor-General, | feel satisfied that he will use all the means 
in his power to put an end to the Slave Trade. 

I have, &e. 





(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 110. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received August 3 ) 
(No. 27.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 20, 1863. 


I HXAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that on the 24th of last month 
the Court of Mixed Commission met in session to take into consideration the 
request of Commander Hoskins, of Her Majesty's ship “ Zebra,” that the fee to 
his Proctor should, before the proceeds are distributed, be paid out of the sum 
accruing from the sale of the Portuguese brigantine * Laura,” prize to the ship 
under his command, and adjudicated by the Commission sitting in this city. 

I pointed out to his Excellency the Governor-General, who, in consequence of 
the death of the Portuguese Commissioner, is acting in that capacity, that the 
words in Article II of Annex B in the English version of the Treaty were, “all 
disbursements occasioned by bringing a vessel to adjudication,” and that a difference 
existed between “ bringing a vessel to adjudication,” and “ bringing a vessel for 
adjudication ;” that by the former reading might be understood the end of the 
proceedings, and would include the Proctor’s fee. 

His Excellency replied that the words in the Portuguese version, ‘a ser 
julgada,” would not bear that interpretation, but simply meant bringing in a vesscl 
“to be judged.” 

I then pointed out in Article VII of Annex B, that in cases where vessels have 
not been condemned as legal prize, and the captors have been condemned to 
make compensation, the injured party would be entitled “to a just and complete 
indemnification for all costs of suit;” and I contended that if the owners were in 
such cases entitled to all costs of suit, the captors should be entitled to the same; 
that the analogy would exist in Commander Hoskins’ case; and I maintained that 
there was a manifest injustice in the Portuguese Government receiving a clear 
moiety of the proceeds, leaving the heavy law expenses to be borne by the captors. 

The Governor-General admitted that what I advanced appeared to be reason- 
able, but as no precedent existed for allowing the amount, and no claim of that 
nature had ever been made, it was agreed that we should refer the question to our 
respective Governments. 

I have been requested by Commander Hoskins to pay the Proctor’s fee, amount- 
ing to 100/., when I receive the share accruing to the captors. 

Should my views therefore be cypaidened by your Lordship correct, the Portu- 
guese Government will have to refund 501. 
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Putting aside all interpretation of the Treaty, it appears to me unfair and 
unreasonable that the whole of the heavy law expenses on the part of the prosecu- 
tion should fall on the captors, and that the Government, whose duties have been of 
very negative description, should receive a larger amount thap those who have had 
all the anxiety and annoyance. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VRED:NBUHG. 





No. 111. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received cugust 3.) 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Loanda, May 23, 1863. 

WITH! reference to Mr. Layard’s despatch No. 25 of the 23rd of December, 
1862, | have the honour to inform your Lordship that on the lsth of last month | 
received a visit from the Superintendent of the Bembé mines, who was accompanied 
by the Governor-General, who had been formerly Superintendent of the mines. 
They called to confer with me on matters connected with the mines, and which will 
form the subject of another despatch that I shall have the honour of addressing to 
your Lordship. 

I took advantage of the occasion to mention Messrs. Taylor’s complaints, and 
read to them their letter to your Lordship of the 2nd of last December. As the 
reading proceeded the Governor-General made frequent observations that the 
statements were exaggerated ; but both he and the Superintendent declared that 
there was a moral certainty that the blacks were instigated to attack the convoys 
and rob them by the British merchants established at Kinsembo, who also supplied 
them not with arms, but with ammunition, and who purchased the stolen copper. 
I inquired whether they possessed any proofs to bear out their assertions. They 
replied that it was impossible to obtain proofs, but that the fact was undeniable. 

With reference to the charges against British officials, who are accused on 
‘‘ proofs far beyond suspicion” of taking an active part in the revolt of the negroes, 
and of instigating them and furnishing them with arms, the Governor-General 
observed that they no doubt originated in the circumstances connected with the 
fieht and massacre of Prince Nicolfio, to which Messrs. Taylor refer in their letter, 
but that Mr. Gabriel had explained and excused his part in that transaction by the 
production of a letter addressed to him by the Brazilian Consul. 

] have neither seen’ any one from Kinsembo nor had any communication with 
that. place since my arrival here, and have consequently been unable to make any 
personal inquiries into these matters; but | have requested two or three of the 
Commanders of Her Majesty’s ships to endeavour to ascertain what amount of 
truth there may be to justify the accusations brought against the British merchants 
established there, and I will not fail to communicate to your Lordship all the 
information | may succeed in obtaining. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


i ____t 


No. 112. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 30.) 

My Lord, Loanda, May 25, 1863. 
~” T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the 18th of last month, 
Senhor Joaquim Viegas do O, the Superintendent of the Bembé mines, accompanied 
by the Governor-General, who had been formerly Superintendent of the mines, 
called upon me for the purpose of informing me that the Company were desirous of 
purchasing the freedom of 3U0 slaves from the South, with the object of employing 
them in their service and pay. Messrs. Taylor, the managing directors, had 
spoken to me on the same subject when | was in London, and I mentioned the 
circumstance to Mr. Wylde. The object proposed appeared to me to be in every 
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respect desirable. The advantage to the slaves they proposed to free was manifest, 
and the Company would secure the services of men unconnected with the district, 
receiving regular pay, and who, having an interest in the affairs of the Company, 
would resist the attacks on their convoys which form the subject of complaint in 
Messrs. ‘l'aylor’s letter to your Lordship of the 2nd of December last; but at the 
same time | thought it advisable to take certain precautions by which the freedom 
of the slaves should be secured, and that they should not remain practically slaves 
though nominally free. I have no reason to doubt the honesty and good faith of 
the present Surerintendent, but he may at any moment cease to be employed by 
the Company, and his successor or successors might, by a variety of ways, reduce 
the men or a number of them to a state of slavery. Acting on those considerations 
1 addressed a letter to Senhor Joaquim V. do O on the 21st of April, a copy of 
which J have the honour to inclose, and forwarded to him, for his consideration, a 
draft (copy inclosed) of the conditions to which I thought the Company might 
reasonably be asked to subscribe. 

Your Lordship will observe, by his reply dated the 24th of April, of which 1 
also forward a translation, that my proposals were met in a very different spirit to 
what I had hoped and expected. If my approval and sanction is asked for a 
particular act, I have, I conceive, the undoubted right to state upon what conditions 
1 am willing to grant them. I in no wise endeavoured to force those conditions on 
Senhor Viegas do O’s acceptance, but simply submitted them for bis consideration, 
and he in no way objects to my proposals, but states that I have no right to make 
them, and that he considers them offensive to his dignity and that of his nation. 
In my reply dated the 28th of April, of which a copy is inclosed, I limited myself to 
a statement of the duties I was called upon to perform, and of the obligation of 
British subjects, and those acting on their behalf, to obey the laws of England. 
In reply to that communication I received the very intemperate letter of whieh l 
have the honour to inclose a translation. He therein reiterates his charges against 
me, that I wish to intrude myself officially into matters which are not within my 
competency, and repeats his assertion that he is the sole representative of the 
Bembé Company before the Governor-General, and that the Company when they 
accepted the concession had relinquished all their rights as foreigners. 

In answer to his charges against me | may state that he sought me, not I him, 
and presented me with a letter from Messrs. Taylor, requesting my countenance 
and advice; and these gentlemen also addressed your Lordship on the 2nd of 
December, and requested that British agents on this coast should do all in their 
power to protect their interests. It can scarcely be permitted to them to seek the 
protection of Her Majesty’s Government when they need it, and yet repudiate their 
authority and interference. With regard to his assertion that the Company had 
relinquished their rights and privileges as foreigners when they signed the contract, 
they were, | suppose, at perfect liberty to do so; but they could not, I apprehend, 
divest themselves of their obligations as British subjects, the chief of which is, 
obedience to the laws of Great Britain. I am far from wishing to convey the idea 
that the directors have any wish or desire to violate those laws; I am satisfied of 
the contrary: but I thought I might, without offence, direct the attention of their 
agent to them, that he might not, through ignorance, compromise his employers, 
and cause them annoyance and embarrassment. This provoked the observations 
towards the end of Senhor Viegas do ©’s letter, which, from their absurdity, require 
no comment. J ignorantly imagined that 1 was simply addressing the agent of a 
commercial Company on matters of business within my competency, but found, 
unfortunately, that he was an officer of the Royal Navy of Portugal, and considered 
every observation and suggestion as an attack on his personal rank and the honour 
and dignity of his nation. 

I submit this correspondence to your Lordship with the hope that your 
Lordship will find nothing in the tone or tenour of my communications to ed 
provoked such an ebullition of feeling. : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
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Inclosure | in No. 112. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Senhor Viegas do O. 


Mustrious Sir, Loanda, April 21, 1863. 
IN the course of the conversation which I had the honour to hold with you on Saturday on the subject of the 


slaves whom the Western African Malachite Copper Mines Company were desirous of emancipating for the purpose 
of taking them into their service at the mines of Bembé, I stated generally the conditions which 1 thought should be 
imposed on the Company in order to insure the actual and certain freedom of the slaves whom they proposed to 
manumit, it having but too frequently occurred that nominal freedom has been given to slaves who have practically 
remained in the state of slavery from which they were supposed to have been released. 

I have since reduced those conditions to writing, and have now the pleasure to submit them to you: should 
you accede to them on behalf of the Company, I must request that you will, at your earliest convenience, attend 
at my office and sign a counterpart. 

You wiil clearly understand that under no circumstances must the Company become the purchasers of the 
slaves they propose to free, and that these conditions are provisional, subject to any alterations, modifications, or 
additions that Her Majesty’s Government may impose. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 112. 
Proposed Conditions submitted to the Superintendent of Bembé Mines. 


1, JOAQUIM VIEGAS DO O, Superintendent and Agent of the Western African Malachite Copper 
Mines Company, having requested the sanction of Her Majesty's Consul at Loanda for the employment at the 
said mines of a number of liberated slaves, whose freedom is to be procured by the Company, do, on their behalf, 
agree to the subjoined conditions :— 

That the slaves so liberated shall consent of their own free will, without force or threats, to enter into the 
service of the Company ; that they shall receive the usual pay, and be treated in all respects as free labourers ; 
that the term of their engagement shall not exceed years, and that not more than 300 shall be employed 
without the consent of Her Majesty's Consul; that a list containing the number, names, and sex of the slaves so 
liberated, and taken into the service of the Company, with the amount of wages they respectively receive, shall be 
sent to Her Majesty's Consul ; and that a report shall be transmitted to him every three months containing the 
number, names, and sex of the children born, of such labourers as may have left the service of the Company, of 
such as have died, with a list of those still employed. 

Her Majesty's Consul reserves the right to inquire, or cause inquiry to be made, from time to time into the 
moral and physical condition of the labourers above referred to, to verify the correctness of the reports sent to 
him, and to satisfy himself that the obligations entered into by the Company are fairly and properly carried out. 

The agents and servants of the Company will will see that the moral and religious instruction of the labourers 
are attended to, and will use their best endeavours to promote their comfort and well-being. 

These conditions are understood to be provisional and subject to any alterations, modifications, or additions 
that Her Majesty's Goverament may think advisable. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 112. 


Senhor Viegas do O to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
( Translation.) 


Illustrious Sir, Loanda, April 24, 1863. 

1 RECEIVED a letter which you addressed to me without a signature, and with it a draft for a contract, to 
which I have to reply as follows :— 

I am the Superintendent of the Western African Malachite Copper Mines Company (Limited), and its repre- 
sentative before the Governor-General of the Province of Angola, by permission of the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty. When I repeated the proposals for the purchase and emancipation of certain negroes from the south 
by the Company, to be employed as carriers, it was to avoid the annoyances that the Company has suffered when the 
insurrections of the blacks has deprived them of carriers; if the Company does not know what they need, I have 
nothing to do with that. I sought you, as the Direction requested me, to show you that the object was in the 
interest of the Company, and of the blacks who would thus be emancipated. You, as a person having the friend- 
ship of the Direction, can give them the information you think proper, but not subject the Company to conditions 
that the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty have alone the right to impose. The Company of the mines 
at Bembé. so far as relates to the Direction, is for the greater part composed of shareholders who are British 
subjects ; they are subejct to Portuguese laws, having relinquished all their rights as foreigners, a qualification fixed 
upon for its formation and existence. 

Thus you see that it is from the Governor-General of the province, and not from you, that I can receive 
warnings. 

Iam, &c. 
(Signed) JOAQUIM VIEGAS DO O. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 112. 


Her Mejesty's Commissioner to Senhor Viegas do O. 
Tilustrious Sir, Loanda, April 28, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, in reply to one that I 
addressed to you on the 2lst, and which I inadvertently omitted to sign, and fur which omission | request your 


I observe that you state that you are, by permission of the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty, the 
representative of the Western African Malachite Copper Company before the Governor-General of the Province 
of Angola; but [ am, when called upon, the official of all British interests under the commission of Her 
Majesty the Queen and the exequatur of His Most Faithful Majesty, and my assistance and advice were solicited 

ally by the Messrs, Taylor in London, and my protection, in a letter addressed by them to Her Majesty’s 
Sia of Sti.te for Foreign Affairs on the 2nd of r last, 

Bur I have, Sir, other duties to » It is my duty to see that British subjects, and those acting on their 
behalf, observe and obey the laws of Great Britain; you, therefore, as the agent of an English Company established 
in London, formed, registered, and administered according to the laws of England, fall within and under my 
jurisdiction, and I entreat you, in the interest of your employers, to read and carefu'ly weigh the laws relating to 
slavery and the Slave Trade, which are of a very severe and penal character, or you may cause them great and 
serious embarrassment. ' 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 112. 


Senhor Viegas do O to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(Translation.)} 
Illustrious Sir, Loanda, May 1, 1863. 

I RECEIVED the letter which you addressed to me on the 28th of last month, and regret that I cannot 
answer it eatisfactorily. 

I repeat what I already told you. that I am Superintendent of the Copper Mine Company at Bembé, and its 
representative before the Governor-General of the Provinces of Angola by permission of the Government of His 
Most Faithful Majesty, as I have the honour to be an officer in the Roval Navy. | know that you are all you 
say that you are in your letter; and would thank you for your assistance and advice did you not exorbitantly 
artogate to yourself rights and protection that I do not recognize, and dispense with, feeling certain that, if the 
Messrs. Taylor requested them, it was probably to restrain the subjects of your nation established at Kinsembo, 
who, as it appears, incite the blacks to rob the convoys of the Company and the merchants who travel on the 
Bembé road, and not because the protection of the Portuguese Government, on its own territory, was wanting. 
The duties of which you speak have force with British subjects, but with me, and with respect to the Company, 
permit me to say that I deny your authority, and am indifferent to your laws, only recognizing the Portuguese laws 
as legitimate. 

On the formation of the Company, the Directors, for themselves and their successors, surrendered their rights 
as foreigners in all matters having relation to the concession in a document which they signed before the Portuguese 
Consul-General in London. 

The Direction of the Company is composed of gentlemen, and among the shareholders, who are not all 
Englishmen, are some who, if it were necessary—prising the honour, dignity, and rights of the Portuguese nation— 
would protest against the manner in which you endeavour to intrude yourself officially into matters which are not 
within your pomp ; assuring you that you will not succeed so long as I am Superintendent of the Company, 
except in the case of the Portuguese Government recognizing your competency, in which case I would leave the 
service of the Company. 

I cannot avoid noting that you speak of the laws of your country relating to slavery, but it is nothing to the 
purpose, it being fit that I should tell you that I know those of my country which are more severe than yours, 
because, as you know, there are now groaning in prison those who have been cai for engaging in the Slave 
Trade; while, on the contrary, your prisoners are set at liberty to continue the Traffic. You confound the liberty 
it is proposed to give with Tale in Slaves, which idea I reject. . The laws of my country indicate very clearly 
the mode of making a black slave free, and appoints rs ; and permit me to tell you that I do not consider 
you more zealous in the performance of your duties - the Portuguese authorities. { receive and execute the 
orders of the Directors of the Company, but if any arrived which were not in harmony with the contract made 
with Nag he me (which I do not expect), and with the honour and dignity of my nation, I would leave the 
serv ys . 

I have beocht the knowledge of the Governor-General of the Province the cocrppeadenee which you 
addressed to me, as well as my answers, requesting him to convey them to the Government of His Most Fai 
' Majesty, and you can come to an understanding with the Governor-General, he being the authority that I 

ize, : 


ness connected with the Company calls me to Ambriz to-day, and offering you my services, with which I 
(Signed), , JOAQUIM VIEGAS DO O. 


have, &c, 





No. 113. 


ia) Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioner. 
0. 


ir, Forei oO August 24, 1863. 
” | HAVE received your despatch No. 30 of the asth ot Moy last, inclosing copies 
of a correspondence which has passed between you and the Superintendent of the 


LOANDA. 7 


Bembé copper mines, on the subject of the contemplated purchase of 300 slaves by 
the Company to be subsequently liberated and employed as carriers, &c., in the 
service of the Company. 

I have, in reply, to state to you that the purchase of slaves by British subjects, 
under any circumstances, is an illegal transaction, and you were wrong therefore 
in framing conditions for giving your assent to any arrangement which contem- 
plates such a proceeding. 

It would se been sufficient if, when applied to by the Superintendent of the 
mines, you had confined yourself to pointing out to him the hg a as far as 
British subjects were concerned, of the contemplated procceding, leaving it to him 
to act as he might think proper. 

I have to desire that you will keep me informed of the proceedings of the 
Company in this matter. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
No. 114. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell —(Received September 19.) 
(No. 33.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 4, 1863. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Return of vessels captured on 
suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and adjudicated in the Court of 
Mixed Commission established in this city during the last half-year. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


Inclosure in No, 114. 


Return of Vessels Captured on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave Trade, and Adjudicated in the Mixed 
Court at Loanda, from January 1 to June 30, 1863. 





Loanda, July 4, 1863. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG, Commissioner. 








No. L115, 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 19.) 
No. 35 
M y Bae Loanda, July 29, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a Report of the case of the Portuguese 
brigantine “Laura,” condemned on the 17th March by the Mixed Commission 
holding its sitting in this city, with a translation of the Judgment delivered by the 
Court. 
Among the papers found on board wasa bond (“ termo di responsibilidade’’) 
signed on the 16th of last September, before the Portuguese Consul at Havana, by 
José Lucas the master of the “Laura” and Ygnacio Unanue as his surety, subjecting 
themselves to the usual penalties should the “‘ Laura” be employed for slave-trading 

urposes. The Governor-General has at my -request called the attention of the 
Poytagueee Government to this circumstance, that they may take steps to enforce 
the penalties. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Crass A. xX 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 115. 


Repor! of the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Laura.” 


THE Judgement given in this case enters so fully into all the particulars, and recapitulates so clearly and 
minutely the evidence taken, that little is left on which to report. 

The “Laura” had been an American be owned by W. W. Huffington, of Baltimore, and was sold at the 
Havana on the 5th of Sepiember. 1862, to José Lucas, a Portuguese subject. She sailed from Havana on the 
28th October with a provisional register granted by the Portuguese Consul at that port, having cleared out for 
the Island of San ‘Thomé (St. Thomas) and a market, her cargo consisting principally of rum, with some other 
articles of small value. She arrived in the Congo towards the end of January without having touched at 
San Thomé, although she had cleared out at Havana for that island, and had passed within 200 miles to windward 
of it. She was visited by a boat of Her Majesty’s ship “Zebra,” on the 11th February, captured by that vessel 
on the 13th, and brought to this port on the 2lst of that month. Proceedings were commenced in Court of 
Mixed Commission before the Portuguese Commissioners, in the absence of the British Commissioners, on the 
24th; the monition issued, and the following papers found on board filed in the cause :— 


Copy of List of Papers. 


1. Provisional register granted by the Portuguese Consul at Havana. 

2. Power of attorney from W. W. Huffington, of Baltimore, appointing William E. Atkins, master of the 
vessel, his attorney, for the purpose of selling the same. 

3. Bill of ate to José Lucas, a Portuguese subject, executed before the American Consul-General at 
Havana, and dated September 5, 1862. 

4. A certificate of the Portuguese Consul that José Lucas had presented the bill of sale to him, and 
authorizing him to apply for register. 

5. Certificate of Portuguese Consul that José Lucas had appeared before him. and declared that he was 
about to proceed to San Thomé, and ports on the coast; that “3 had no intention of engaging in the Slave 
Trade, and subjecting himself to the penalties mentioned in Article 13 of the Decree of the 10th December, 
1836, should he act in its violation. 

§. Bond entered into by José Lucas and his surety, Ignacio Unanne, before the Portuguese Consu!, that 
the former would not engage in Slave Trade, and submitting to penalty for infraction. 

7. Declaration of José J,ucas before Portuguese Consul that he is sole owner. 

8. Statement of wages paid to the crew. 

9. Crew list. 

10. Certificate of Spanish authoritivs respecting crew. 

11. Certificate of Portuguese Consul of payment of fees. 

12. Manifest. 

13. Bill of health. 

14. A certificate and nine Custom-house papers from Havana. 

15. Sealed manifest and bills of lading certified by Portuguese Consul at Havana. 


The captor's declaration is to the following effect :— 

That being in latitude 6° 7! south, and longitude 12° 9’ east of Greenwich, he seized the brigantine 
“Laura” for having violated the Treaty with Portugal of 3rd July, 1842; 

That he had received in December an intimation from the Foreign Office that the “ Laura” had 
changed owners at Havana, and might be looked for on a slaving voyage ; 

That having learnt that a suspicious brigantine had arrived in the Congo, he had on the 7th February 
despatched Lieutenant Farquharson to examine her ; 

That on receiving Lieutenant Farquharson’s report’ he sent two boats to bring her to the anchorage of 
the ship, off Point Padrone ; 

That the brigantine was consequently brought down and anchored alongside the ship on the 13th of the 
same month; 

That he then proceeded on board, and having examined the person calling himself master, the vessel, 
and the cargo, he determined to seize her, and send her before the Mixed Commission at Loanda ; 

That the papers seized are sufficient to prove her entitled to the flag she claims, Portuguese ; 

That no bond was produced such as is required by the Portuguese Government from vessels proceeding to 
the coast of Africa under their flag ; 

That although the vessel had cleared for St. Thomas, and her bills of Jading made out for that island, 
she had not touched there, although she had been in the immediate neighbourhood, as shown by her chart, and 
she might there have obtained valid Portuguese papers had she been on a legal voyage ; 

That among her officers and crew not one appears to be a bond Ade Portuguese subject ; 

That on Lieutenant Farquharson boarding Gee the first time on the 8th, no master made his appearance ; 

That when boarded and detained on the llth, great difficulty was experienced in inducing him to come on 
board ; 

‘That when boarded and examined by captor, he represented himself as José Lucas, master and owner, but 
was proved, on being confronted with Lieutenant Allingham, of Her Majesty's ship ‘* Antelope,” and subsequently 
confessed himself to be a wholly different person, and by name Vital P. de Miranda; 

That the cabin foremast bulkhead had been shifted aft 5 feet, and a flying deck built in the after part of the 
vessel, ventilated by a portion of the cabin skylight, as is frequently seen in slavers for the stowage of women 
aud children, such alteration of the bulkhead and building of a flying deck not been noticed in any official 
document, and being in breach of the 2nd section of the [Xth Article of the Treaty ; 

That no log-book was produced on demand. 

The evidence of Vital P. de Miranda was to the effect that he had been requested by José Lucas, the owner 
and captain, who was ill on shore at Punta da Lenha, to take charge of the vessel prc fe capture. He could 
give no reason why the vessel had not touched at St. Thomas, beyond having been tuld by José Lucas that he 
expected to do better trade in the Congo. He admitted that he had been captured in 1850 when engaged in 
Slave ‘Trade as Captain of the Brazilian brig “ »” but declared that he had never since embarked in 
speculations of that nature. He denied having any counection with the “ Flor de Loanda” or the 


‘The boaiswain and cabin-boy were also examined for the defence, but their evidence had no immediate 
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bearing on the case, beyond expressing their ignorance of the reason why the ship had not touched at St. 1. 
end thes they did not Paw wis ed Leper a? the log-book, i . nA Themes 

Vital P. de Miranda on being recalled, etated that the log-book was not in his possession ; that on inquiring 
in ie he was told that it had gone on shore with the lugyage of the first mate, who was also ill at Punta da 

nha. 

In the session of the 8rd of March the Commissioners, at the request of the captor, appointed inspectors to 
examine the charts, and report what was the nearest distance from St. Thomas that the © ” had passed, 
and on the 5th, the Commission then sitting, the Inspectors reported that she had passed within 200 miles; and 
the second mate being called and examined, declared that the chart produced was the one used on the vovage. 

The Court met again on the 16th March, and appointed the following day to hear Counsel, and give 
Judgment; and on the 17th March, Counsel having been heard on behalf of the captor, aod for the defence, the 
Court condemned the “ Zaura ™ as good and lawful prize, and ordered that she should be disposed of in conformity 
with the stipulations of the Treaty, : 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 


Judgment in the case of the Portuguese brigantine “ Laura.” 
(Translation.) 

IT is resolved by the Portuguese aud British Mixed Commission, established in this city by.virtue of the 
Treaty celebrated between Great Britain and Pertugal for the suppression of the Slave Trade, signed at Lisbon 
on the 3rd July, 1842; considering the declarations and the annexed documents, it is shown by the declaration of 
capture, folio 38, that Anthony Hiley Hoskins, Commander in the British Navy, and commanding the English 
steamer of war “* Zebra,” being anchored with the ship under his command off Point Padrone, at the entrance of 
the River Zaire (Congo). captured on the 13th of February last the Portuguese brigantine “ Laura,” which was 
detained by a boat belonging to his ship on the 11th of the said .zonth; the brigantine having entered the River 
Zaire, and was found anchored at Punta da Lenha; and that going on board and proceeding to a minute examina- 
tion of the said vessel, he determined to bring her before this Commission to be tried for having violated the 
Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, because on examining her papers he observed that the vessel had come from Havana, 
bringing a cargo for the Island of San Thomé (St. ineaall, aad on looking at the chart of her route he observed 
that the brigantine had never touched at that island, although she had been in its immediate vicinity, when an 
opportunity presented itself of obtaining valid Portuguese papers, if she had been on a legal voyage ; he, moreover, 
remarked that the person who called himself José Lucas, and said he was captain and owner of the vessel, on being 
recognized by Lieutenant Allingham, Commander of the steamer “ Antelope,” confessed that he was another person 
and that his name was Vital Pereira de Miranda; that he could produce no official log-book ; and, finally, that the 
bulkhead before the cabin was moved abaft five feet, and a flying-deck built, ventilated by a portion of the skylight 
of the cabin, as is frequently seen in slave-shins for the stowage of women and children. 

This declaration of capture is ratified on oath by the captor at folio 18. 

In the deposition of Vital Pereira de Miranda, at folio 22 v., he declares that he was the representative of 
Joxé Lucas, captain and owner of the “ Laura,” since she was captured, because the said Lucas was very ill on 
store, and charged him by a letter of orders to come on board with the ship's papers on the occasion of her 
capture. He declares that the ship had left Havana bound to the Island of St. Thomas and a market, and went 
to the Zaire (Convo) before going to St. Thomas, because they thought they would do a better trade; he denies 
that he represented himself to the captain as José Lucas, captain and owner of the brigantine, but confesses that 
in 1850, being captain of the Brazilian brig “ Desengano,” he was taken by the English steamer ‘‘Cyclops” at 
Ambriz, and sent to St. Helena, for navigating without papers, with water and provisions, but that from that 
time till now he has never tried a speculation in the prohibited Traffic, and that that was the first and only 
time. 

The depositions of the boxtewain and cabin-boy have little influence in the case, either for the defence or 
prosecution; they are unanimous, nevertheless, in being ignorant of the reason why the brigantine neglected to 
go to St. Thomas and changed her voyage by coming to the River Zaire, and respecting the captain's remaining 
on shore ill, the former saying that he spoke to him on the day of the capture, and saw him seated on the side 
of his bed, and the latter that besides the captain the first mate, whose name was Florencio Fradna, also remained 
ill oa shore. ‘ 

' All of which being seen and examined : 

Considering that the brigantine “ Laura,” above referred to, came from Havana with a cargo of provisions, 
cleared exclusively for St. Thomas, and verifying by an examination of the chart, folio 46, that she passed 200 
miles to windward of that island, where the cargo ought to have been examined and duties paid on it, did not 
touch there notwithstanding the difficulties of the longer voyage that she made to the River Zaire, without the 
defence showing the slightest reason for this deviation ; F . 

Considering that having neglected to go to the port of her legal destination, and finding herself anchored at 
Panta da Lenha where there are no authorities, she there discharged the whole of her cargo, with a trifling 
exception, without the slightest plausible reason being given for such a proceeding ; : 

Considering that, on the occasion of the capture of this brigantine, there appeared neither mate nor captain, 
and that the excuse cannot be admitted that they were both ill on shore, because, as relates to the captain, the 
boatswain, in his deposition, folios 27 and 32, states that he saw him up at the side of his bed; and in the letter 
of instructions of the said captain, at folio 39, he says that “the brigantine ‘ Zaura,’ his property and under his 
command, having been detained by an officer of the English navy, he delivers the command of the same to 
Captain Miranda, on account of the bad state of his health and other business that he had at that place.” When 
it in certain that in all reverses and accidents the captain is rT the last to abandon his ship ; and that, finding 
himself unwell, he should not have lost the opportunity to avail himself of a passage in a steamer with a surgeon, 
which would have transported him to Loanda in a few hours, where he would with certainty have found all the 
resources necessary for his treatment, and which do not exist at the other place, and that no business more 
important and serious could interest him than the capture of a ship, his property and vader his command ; 

Considering that, on the survey which was held on the ship, as appears in the auto at folio 40, the surveyors 
declare that they found a stove of such capacity that a boiler could be adapted to it, capable of cooking enough for 
100 persons each time, which is a proof, according to No. 8, Article 1X, of the ‘Treaty of the 3rd of July, 
1842 ; 

Considering that, on the said survey, the surveyors found a flying deck before the cahin which had been 
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recently augmented, having been removed, with the bulk-head, five feet abaft its original position, the consequence 
being the flying deck thus augmented became convenient to receive the women and children in order to separate 
them from the other slaves, the said flying deck or compartment being another of the proofs mentioned iu the 
Treaty, Article IX, No. 2; 

Considering that Captain Vital Pereira de Miranda, who was employed to represent the captain and owner 
of the brigantine, did not produce the official log of the same, and in his deposition. folio 22 to 25, confessed that 
he was a slave-captain in 1850, but denying that he had entered into any other speculation in slaves, it is proved 
by the declaration of three English officers, folios 81 and 82, that they recogmze him as a slave-dealer, captured 
by them again in 1862. 

From all these cireumstances, and others that appear in the autos, it is proved that the brigantine 
« Laura” was destined for the Traffic in Slaves, in contravention of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1842, 
hetween Portugal and Great Britain, for the suppression of the said Traffic: therefore the Commissioners of the 
Mixed Commission judge the capture legally made, and condemn her as a good prize. with all her equipments, 
cargo, and other objects found on board, and liable to the effects of confiscation. and order that the said brigantine 
shall be disposed of in conformity with the stipulations of the said Treaty. They also order that the individuals 
found on board the said brigantine “ Laura" shall be placed at the disposal of the Governor-Geueral of the 
province for which object he interposes his legal authority, and desires tiiat the order be obeyed. 

Given and published in session of the Mixed Commission in St. Paul de Assuimpcao de Loanda, the 17th of 
March, 1863. 

(Signed ) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, Governor-General. 
JOSE JULIO RODRIGUEZ, Portuguese Commissioner. 





No. 116 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 36.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 29, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt, from the Foreign Office, of 
the despatches Nos. 5 to 9, inclusive, with their inclosures. 

I will, in obedience to your Lordship’s instructions contained in the despatch No. 9 
of the 23rd May, inquire into the circumstances of Mr. Peixoto’s claim, and will, 
by next mail, forward my opinion thereon. I will also, by the same opportunity, 
transmit a Report on the case of the launch ‘“E,” as directed in the same despatch. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 117. 


. Her Mojesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 37.) 
My Lord, Loanda, July 51, 1863. 

IT having come to my knowledge that the custom still continued of allowing 
negroes, to the number of ten, under the name of “libertos,” and provided with 
passports granted by the Provincial Government, to be shipped at this port on 
board of vessels bound to the Island of St. Thomas, and such a proceeding appearing 
to me to be a violation of the assurance given by the Marques de Loulé to 
Mr. Herries, as stated by that gentleman in his despatch to your Lordship No. 9 of 
the Ist September, 1862, a copy of which despatch was transmitted by your Lord- 
ship to Mr, Gabriel in despatch No. 17 of the 23rd September of last year, | addressed 
a despatch to the Governor-General calling his attention to the circumstances, and 
requesting to be informed whether he had received any instructions to the effect 
mentioned in Mr, Herries’ despatch. 

I have the honour-to transmit a copy of my despatch to his Excellency, with a 
translation of his reply. 

Your Lordship will observe that he states that, on taking charge of the Govern- 
ment of the Province, the most serious attention and exact fulfilment of the Treaty 
with Portugal were particularly recommended to him ; that in consequence of that 
recommendation he had been’ most scrupulous in granting passports; that he 
refused them altogether to slaves, and granted them to liberated negroes (‘‘libertos”), 
after taking special precautions that they should enjoy all the advantages of their 
position as free men. 

I have had, also, more than one conversation with his Excellency on the subject. 
He repeated to me the substance of his despatch, and added, that his personal views 
were strongly opposed to the Slave Trade, and that he would spare no means of 
putting an end to it; but that, with respect to the liberated blacks whom he 
permitted to go to St. Thomas, he thought that their position would be much 
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improved, and that, from the precautions he took, he considered that there was no 
probability of their being again reduced to slavery. 

From my knowledge of the present Governor-General, | am bound to state that 
1 am satisfied that he is acting in good faith; but | am far from feeling satisfied 
that his precautions will attain the end he proposes. 

I know nothing of the present Governor of St. Thomas, and would therefore not be 
justified in assuming that he will be neglectful of his duties; but it is certain that it 
is thought here that many of those libertos are sold and enslaved again on their 
arrival at that island. As long as these blacks are shipped as freemen I am afraid 
the authorities are within the letter of the Treaty, however much they may violate 
its spirit, and the only way to put a final stop to these proceedings would be for the 
Portuguese Government to carry out in its integrity the Marques de Loulé’s 
assurances to Mr Herries, “that effectual measures had been taken to put a stop 
to the practice complained of ;” and that “any connivance at this Traffic would no 
longer be permitted.” 


T have, &ce. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 117. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


Most Excellent Sir, Luanda, June 3, \863. 

EN a despatch addressed on the 23rd. of ast: September by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to Her Majesty's late Commissioner, Mr. Gabriel, it is’ stated that a despatch had been received from 
Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affuires at Lisbon. to the effect that he had been informed by the Marquis de Loulé 
that the Portuguese Government had taken effectual measures to prohibit the exportation of negroes from this 
Province to the Island of San Thomé. 

Notwithstanding this assurance, I have learnt with regret that on the 12th of April the steamer “ Dona 
Antonia ™ left this port with 10 so-called libertos on board 

On the 13th of last month the schooner ** Paquete de Mussamedes” left with 10 also on board ; and I have 
since been informed by the Commander of Her Majesty's ship “Griffon” that he visited the Nini,” bound 
also to San Thomeé from this port, and found 12 on board, provided with passports from the Provincial 
Government. 

I should feel obliged by your Excellency aequainting me, for the information of my Government, whether 
any orders have been received from the Government of His Most Faithful Majesty of the nature mentioned in 
the Gespatch of Mr. Herries above referred to. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 117. 


The Governor-General of the Province of Angola to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
( Translation.) 
Illustrious Sir, Palave of the General Government, Loanda, June 5, 1863. 

I HAVE to acknowledye the receipt of the despatch which you addressed to me on the 3rd instant, and in reply 
1 have to inform you that the most serious attention and exact fulfilment of the Treaty of the 3rd of July, 1843, 
for the suppression of the Siave Trade, were particularly recommended to me by the Government of His Most 
Faithful Majesty when I came to take charge of this Government I have, in consequence of that recommenda- 
tion, been perhays over-serupulous in granting passports to blacks for the Island of St. Thomas, since I have 
only permitted to go in the condition of libertos a number equal and in the cireumstances which the Treaty 
permits in the case of slaves ; and besides declaring in the passports of the 10 blacks their condition of libertos, 
I have addressed a special despatch to the Governor of that Province, calling his attention to their going in the 
above-mentioned condition, so that they cannot fail to enjoy before the law the immense difference and advantage 
which they will possess over slaves. 

With respect to the schooner “ Nini,” I have to inform you that I granted passports by her for the Island 
of St. Thomas's to a colonist who took with him 10 libertos, after having fulfilled the legal formalities, and also 
to another European passenger. Iam not aware, beyond these above referred to, that there were in that vessel 
any other passengers 

“If, as you say, 12 blacks were found on board that schooner, I must think that they were not all provided 
with passports; it being, nevertheless, the fact that occasions have happened when 12 blacks have gone hence to 
St. Thomas in the same vessel, that is, 10 in the condition of libertos accompanying some colonist, and 2 as 
free blacks provided with passports which they had requested under circumstances which [ could not refuse 
tiem, otherwise many authorities of the country would be prevented from leaving the place if their colour were an 
obstacle to their travelling. 

In conclusion, I have to state that it will be very agreeable to me if this frank explanation gives you some 
sutistaction. 


God preserve, &c. (Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D’ANDRADE. 
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No. 118. 


” Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell. —(Received October 22.) 
(No. 38.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 15, 1863. 

WITH reference to Mr. Hammond's despatch No. 9 of May 23, desiring me to 
make myself acquainted with the circumstances of Mr. Peixoto’s claim for services 
rendered to the late Mr. Gabriel in the case of the Portuguese launch ‘“ E,” and to 
report to your Lordship what I consider would be a proper remuneration for such 
services, | have the honour to inform your Lordship that Mr. Peixoto declined to 
inform me to what extent he had been of use to Mr. Gabriel, and referred me to 
Mr. Hewett, who he stated was well acquainted with the circumstances. On 
consulting that geutleman, and referring to the papers connected with the case that 
exist in this office, I find that Mr. Peixoto translated into Portuguese the Judgment 
which was drawn up by Mr. Gabriel for submission to the Portuguese Commis- 
sioner, and generally assisted in translations. His Jabours were not of a very 
onerous nature, nor did they occupy much of his time; but services of an unusual 
character are generally largely remunerated here. I have arrived, after mature 
consideration, at the conclusion that 15/. would be a liberal remuneration to 
Mr. Peixoto. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 119. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received October 22.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Loanda, August 22, 1863. 

FROM information courteously communicated to me by Commander Hoskins, 
Senior Officer of the South Division, I am enabled to report to your Lordship that on 
the 12th instant Commander Sholto Douglas, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Espoir.” 
captured, off Masséra, a brigantine having on board about 550 slaves shipped two 
or three days before in the neighbourhood of that place. 

From documents found on board, her name is supposed to be the “ Haidee,” 
and that she came from Lisbon and Cadiz; and although they denied the fact, the 
crew were evidently Portuguese. The captain mentioned that he had effected his 
escape last year with a o of slaves from about the same place. The circum- 
stance of two or three of the slaves speaking a little English would point to 
Ambrizette as the place whence they were marched to the place of shipment. 

The slaves being excessively crowded, and the slave-deck unusually small and 
confined, Commander Douglas removed into the ‘ Espoir” 110 of them, he being 
bound to St. Helena, to which place he also sent the slaver with a prize-crew. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 120. 
No. 40) Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received October 22.) 
o. 
Jy Lord, Loanda, August 24, 1863. 


THE illness of Mr. Gabriel, and his lamented death so soon after the termina 
tion of the case of the launch “ E,” prevented his leaving any abstract or notes to 
assist me in preparing a report on that case; and as I was in total ignorance of 
the facts I have been obliged to depend entirely for materials on the confused and 
voluminous mass of papers filed in the cause. The report which | have now the 
honour to transmit will, in consequence of these circumstances, be found, I fear, 
neither as clear nor concise as I should desire. 

The two Portuguese passengers and the crew of the launch were committed to 
prison on their arrival, and subsequently brought to trial, but Mr. Hewett informs 
me that he had heard that they had been acquitted for want of evidence. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 120. 
Report on the case of the Portuguese launch “ E.” 


THE launch “£” was detained by Commander Sholto Douglas, of Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” on the 
2nd of November, 1862, about twelve miles south of Mangue Grande, on suspicion of being engaged in the Slave 
Trade, and brought by him to this port to be tried by the Mixed Commission, in conformity with the Treaty of 


July 1842. The captor’s declaration of capture, to the truth of which he was sworn on the 7th of November, is 
to the following effect :-— ‘ 


“I, the Undersigned, Sholto Douglas, holding the rank of Commander in Her Britannic Majesty's Navy, 
and commanding Her Maiesty’s ship ‘Espoir,’ duly authorized by the ‘Treaty between Great Britain and 
Portugal, dated July 1842, for the suppression of Slave Trade, do hereby declare that on the 2nd day of November, 
1862, being about twelve miles south of Mangue Grande, I seized the launch ‘ £,’ sailing under Portuguese 
colours, manned by a crew of nine Cabendas, and having on board two Europeans, one of whom, Manoel Martins 
Barboza, declared himself to be the owner, and the other, Francisco A. P. de Lemos, stated he was a passenger, 
and the owner of the cargo. 

“ And I further declare that I have detained this launch for having violated the aforesaid Treaty, she having 
on board at the time of capture 5 slaves, 3 female and 2 male, without passport or any other document to show 
where or for what purpose they had been received on board, although, as alleged by the crew, they had beeu 
received on board in the Kiver Congo a few days previously. 

“ And also for having on board at the time of seizure, Ist, an extraordinary quantity of food, and more than 
could be sufficient for the use of the crew, consisting of calavances, farinha, and ground-nuts, the same not being 
entered on a manifest or any other document as part of the cargo for trade; 2ndly, a quantity of mats, much 
larger than is necessary for the use of the crew of the launch. 

“I do further declare that this launch when first observed made every effort to escape from the ‘ Espoir,’ and 
that although when detained and brought alongside the owner stated that he was bound to Loanda, there is strong 
reason to suppose, from the «ourse which she was steering at the time as well as her subsequent manauvres, and 
also from letters found on board, that she was making for the notorious slave-station Mangue Grande. 

“ Declared and signed by me, this second day of November, 1862. 

(Si 


igned) “Sotto Douctas, Commanding Her Majescy's ship ‘ Espoir.’” 


The papers found on board were very voluminous, but few of them, however, had any bearing on the case. 
They consisted of — 

1. Passport from General Government of Angola, dated 28th January, 1859. 

2. Certificate of measurement, dated 26th January, 1859. 

3. List of crew, dated Benguela, 3rd July, 1862. 

4. Certificate of bond entered into at Custom-house, Benguela, on Sth November, 1861, by Robella and 
Cardozo. owners OF launch “ E.” 

5. Pass trom General Government of Loanda, dated 18h October, 1862, for the River Congo. 

6. Custom-house despatch for Congo, dated Loanda, 18th October, 1862. 

7 to 158 inclusive, varicus letters and papers. 

159 to 166 inclusive, sealed letters for Loanda. 

167 to 197 inclusive, various letters and papers. 


A large amount of money was also found on board, consisting of :— 


In Gold— 
151 doubloons. 
109 half-doubloons. 
33 100-reals, Spanish. 
215 sovereigns, English. 
53 half-sovereigns, English. 
10 20-francs, French. 
3 10-francs, French. 
10 5-francs, French. 
1 20-dollars, American, 
1 2$-dollars, American. 
In Silver— 
77 5-franc pieces, French. 
2 50-centimes pieces, French. 
1 1-franc piece, French. 
1 French coin. 
13 halt-crowns, English. 
88 florins, English. 


And the cargo, &c., was composed of :— 
3 water-casks, 
116 bags of ground nuts. 
4 bags of calavances. 


71 shillings, English. 
36 sixpences, English. 
6 three-pences, English. 
1 dollar, Mexican. 
7 half-dollars, American. 
16 quarter-doliars, American. 
19 dimes, American. 
2 half-dimes, American, 
6 half-dollars, Spanish. 
1 10-reals, Spanish. 
8 100-reis, Portuguese. 
6 4-reis, Portuguese. 
1 Sardinian coin. 
In Copper— 
61 coins, Portuguese. 
In Paper— 
5 1-milreis notes. 
4 5-milreis notes. 


29 grass mats. 
1 small bundle of mats. 
10 cooking utensils, 


2 bags of farinha. 1 cow-hide. 

1 carboy of farinha. 1 hide whip. 

1 basket of rice. 5 muskets. 

1 basket of dried fish. 1 pistol, 

1 case of preserved meats. 1 revolving rifle. . 

2 casks of palm oil. 1 bale containing 19 pieces of cotton goods. 


1 cask of tar. 1 bale of white diaper. 
Finally, besides the crew and 2 European passengers, 5 blacks unprovided with passports, 3 of whom 
were aon and 2 males, were discovered on board. 
The register was granted by the Provincial Government in January, 1859, to Messrs. Rabella and Cardozo 
of Benguela. They signed the matiened eneng he eyere. ce rear a 1861. Senher Martins 
Barbosa, one of the passengers who declared that the was in his possession, as agent of the owners, had 
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some time previously applied to the Governor-General for a passport for himself and two free blacks; failing to 
satisfy the Governor that the blacks were really free, the passport as requested was refused, and one granted to 
him alone; he did not hesitate however to falsify the passport, and inserted after the word “ levando,” the words 
*'duas pretas livres.” 

Proceedings were commenced on the 7th November, on which day Commander Sholto Douglas, the captor, 
was sworn to the truth of his declaration. On the following day he was examined orally. and cross-examined by 
the advocate of the defendants. and on the 10th the witnessess for the defence were submitted to examination. 

José Cabinda stated that he was the Master of the launch “ £,” that be left the River Congo on the 30th 
Oetober bound to Loanda. and that three days after, opposite Maculla in sight of land, he was taken by the boat 
of an English steamer and conveved on board ; that on the demand of the Commander he delivered to him the 
papers of the liunch, and she was taken in tow by the steamer. 

He further stated that he used the Portuguese flag, and that the cargo consisied of about 100 bags of ground- 
nuts, 14 pipes of oil, 300 billets of wood, and water enough only for the use of the crew; that he brenght 
7 passengers, 2 being white (Portuguese) and 5 blacks, all of whom were received on board in the River Congo. 
and that he presumed that the blacks were free: that the launel was uncovered, and that they had on board 
neither planks, gratings, shackles, nor mess-tubs nor kids, bevond those necessary for the use of the crew ; that 
he brought no regular mats, but a small number of fine mats; that he had but a small stove for the use ot the 
crew; and that Martins Barboza, the passenger, was owner ‘That, besides the articles mentioned above, he had 
two siuall bags of beans for the mess of the crew. 

The evidence of the boatswain (* contramestre ”), José da Silva, was in every respect similar to the foregoing, 
with the exception of his deposing that the black passengers were sent on board by a person named Oliveira, 
residing in the Congo, who did uot mention to whom they were to be delivered. They were treated as free persons 
on board, and messed with the crew. 

On the 11th November the examination of the witnesses for the defence was continued, and Manoel Marins 
Barboza deposed that he was a native of Elvas and a merchant at Loanda; that the cause of his being in prison 
was as follows: That he left the River Congo on the 29th of last month. at 7 o'clock in the morning. and had 
ircived about twelve or fifteen miles to the southward of Mangue Grande, wien they saw an English steamer, 
whieh dispatehed a boat in the direction of the launch on which he was aboard ; that he was taken on board the 
steamer, half the cargo ou board the Jaunch being also taken on board the steamer, as well as tue trunks and 
Juguaye of the passengers ; that, the trunks having been opened by the passengers, the papers contained in them 
were delivered to the Commander of the steamer, the money replaced in the trunks, which were locked by the 
passengers ; that on leaving the Congo his destination was Loanda, touching at Acabriz for the purpose of 
delivering there three small bags of beans to a person named Leopoldo, bur in consequence of the seizure of the 
launch he was unable to call at Ambriz. 

He further stated that the cargo consisted of 100 and odd sacks of ground nuts, about 1} pipes of oil, 
3 small bags of beans above-mentioned, aud about 300 billets of wood ; that the crew consisted of 9 Cabendas, 
including the nuster, and that he brought 7 passengers, 2 being white Portuguese and 5 free blacks ; that the launch 
iwlonged to Antonio da Cunha Melo Cardozo, captain of the Portuguese brig * Fortuna,” but that she was in his 
possession under power of atrorney from the owner to sell her or make use of ler as he thought proper; and that 
beyond the before-meutioned articles she had not on board either planks, chains, handcuffs, gratfiys, mess-tubs, or 
kids; that they had so little water on board that there was scarcely sufficient for seven days’ use. 

He stated further, that of the three women that he took with him on another occasion to the Congo, two of 
them figure in the present proceedings. having lert the third at Mangue Grande on the occasion referred to; that 
the two women, Wishing to return to Loanda, asked for a passage, which he gave them gratis. and that he also 
gave passuyes to the other passengers; that the launch in which he had lately embarked, taking three black women 
with him, was the * Luiza,” then belonsed to him, but he sold it to a Dutehman in the Congo. 

In answer to the advocate of the captor, he deposed that there was also among the cargo a lot of coloured 
imats received ou board at the Congo to be delivered at Loanda to a clerk of José Bernardo da Silva. 

In reply to the advocate for the defence, he stated that some sealed letters were opened on board the steamer 
hy an officer in the presence of the Commander; that it was usual for blacks to go hence to the Congo to enter 
into service ; that it was not usual for slaves to go trom Loanda to the Congo. 

Maiena, an uncivilized negro (++ negro bogal’), was called for examination; he did not understand a word of 
Portuguese, and the examination was attempted by means of an interpreter; he said that he was free, but was 
bought by a white man in Bomba, who sent him to Loanda; that he did not know the name of the white man and 
as he was a slave he could bot ask the name o. his purehaser. The Tribunal seeing the repugnance of this 
witness to answer questions declined to examine him further. 

Jotio Autonio. native of Colungo Alto, deposed that he was free; that he had been in the service of a 
person named Monteiro, residing in Moanda, who arranged for his passage, paying in merchandize, the value of 
which was deducted from deponent’s wages; that he embarked at Bemana ; that he had formerly been the slave of 
the deceased Victor Antonio, who gave him his freedom. 

Francisco Antonio Pereira de Lemos, native of Barrosas, merchant, depo-ed to the following effect :—That 
coming trom the Congo in the launch * 2,” about six leagues from Mangue Grande, they saw an English steamer, 
trom which a boat was sent to the launch, with orders to the master to go on board the steamer ; that a portion 
of the cargo of the launch was taken on board the steamer, as well as the trunks and luggage of the passengers ; 
that the trunks were opened, and the papers and correspondence taken out of them, and some of the sealed 
letters opened ; that they were opened by an officer, in the presence of the Commander, and taken to the cabin ; 
that the search was made in the presence of the passengers, who delivered the kevs to the Commander, at his 
request ; that the money was taken out of the trunks, but was replaced; that the trunks were more minutely 
searched again at Loanda; that they again took out the money, which was counted by three or four officers, and 
kept by them; that the launcu used the Portuguese flag, and the crew consisted of 9 Cabendas, including the 
master, aud the passengers were 5 lacks and 2 white Portuguese, one of whom was the deponent; that 
Manoel Martins Barboza made use of the launch under a power of attorney from the owner; that the cargo 
which she brought was composed of two barrels cf oil, a hundred and odd bags of ground nuts, a barrel of tar, a 
bale of prints, a piece of white towelling, aud three bags of beans, to be delivered to Senhor Leopoldo at Ambriz, 
a bale of painted mats from Cabenda in a roll, some Cabenda baskets, with ivory dolls, to be delivered to Senhor 
Vincente Clerk of José Bernardo da Silva, and some wood for house use, probably about 400 billets ; that the 
launch had on board neither planks, shackles, bolts, nor handcuffs, nor mess-tubs, nor kids and was provided with 
xo little water that two days after her capture they were supplied by the ship of the captor; that the black 
passenyers were all free; that they embarked at Punta da Leuna, in the Congo, and that the black cook Jiao, now 
free. had formerly been a slave of Senhor Martins or his father, and that in deponent’s presence he requested 
Seuhor Martius to give him a passage to Losnda, to which he acceded. He further deposed that a portion of the 
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money, to the amount of two contos, a hundred and odd milreis, was delivered to him in Banana by Abraham 
Conquy ainé, Agent of the French house of Messrs. Régis, for delivery to divers persons in this city, and the 
other portion was confided to him by sundry persons in the Congo, for delivery to different persons in Loanda. 
He stated that it was usual for free blacks, male and female, to go from Loanda to the Congo to serve in 
different capacities, and that many free negresses were there in the service of white carpenters, caulkers, &«. ; 
that he left Loanda on the 28th September in the brig “+ Julia,” to trade in goods that he took with him, as will 
be ehown by the bills of lading among the captured papers. : 

Joao Antonio having been recalled, said that he had no paper proving him to be free, that he had been in 
possession of a letter of freelom, which he had given to his godmother Maria Awtonia, to take care of; that she 
had died, and that he did not know what had become of it. 

In the Session of the 13th November, 7 Cabendas forming the crew were called before the Commissioners 
and gave their names, and an order was issued for a survey of the launch, and the effects found on board. 

The Commissioners then took into consideration a despatch from the French Consular Agent claiming the 
money found on board, on the ground that it was the property of a French subject, Abraham Conquy aine, and 
alleging that the money could not be considered among the suspected articles found on board; they determined 
that the despatch should be attached to the papers in the cause to be taken into consideration ; they further 
determined that eight sealed letters that had been filed by the captor should be opened on the following day, the 
persons to whom they were addressed being summoned to attend. 

On the 14th November the Court again met on Session, two of the persons to whom the letters were addressed 
being in attendance, who handed in protests on the ground that the opening of sealed letters was illegal, and in 
violation of the Constitutional Charter of the Portuguese Monarchy and of the laws of civilized nations, all of 
which guaranteed the secresy of letters, and established penalties for their infraction. 

The Court taking into consideration the 3rd and 9th Articles of Annex B of the Treaty declined to admit the 
protest, and decided that the letters should be opened. ‘They revealed nothing of importance bearing on the case. 

In the Session of the 18th November it was determined that all the documents in the suit should be sent for 
tive days to the respective Advocates, and in the Session of the 24th it was decided that they should be heard on 
the 26th of the same month, and the Advocates for the prosecution and the defence having been heard on that 
day, the Commissioners declared that judgment would be given on the 29th, and on that day they condemned 
the vessel as good prize, anil directed that she should be disposed of in conformity with the Treaty. ‘A translation 
of the Judgment is annexed hereto. 

Loanda, August 24, 1863. 

(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 120. 


. Judgment in the case of the Portuguese launch * E.” 
(Translation. ) 

ON consideration of the facts, and of the documents produced before this Court on the occasion of the 
capture of the launch “2” by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Espoir," Commander Sholto Douglas, which 
form the base of the process, it will be seen that the above-mentioned launch, sailing nnder the Portuguese flag, 
was provided with papers granted by the Governor-General of this province in 1859 in the names of Rebello and 
Cardozo, of Benguela. as owners of her. 

By the declaration of capture, at folio 7, Manoel Martins Barboza, passenger on board the said launch, 
appears as claiming her as his own, and to prove his claim rests himself on the documents at folios 1] and 2 of the 
Appendix No. 2: being, Ist, a letter of instructions of a stranger authorizing him to sell that craft, or to employ 
her as he thought proper; and, 2ndly, a power of atcorney, which, tor want of being signed, is considered a 
document null and of no effect—a circumstance which the Court cannot but remark proves great irregularity and 
negligence on the part of the Notary of this city, Antonio Maria Lazary, who subscribed the said power. This 
claim of property on the part of M. M. Barboza is further supported by his dejosition at folio 59, and by the 
evidence of the witnesses at folios 54 to 57 inclusive. 

ly the declaration of capture it appears that the launch was seen by Her Britannic Majesty's ship “ Espoir” 
on the 2nd of November, about twelve miles’ distance from Mangue Grande, under sail, steering a north-east 
course ; and when she chased her she took to her oars, and advancing, continued under sail and with her oars, 
which causing suspicion on the part of the Commander, induced him to visit her. That he then found out that 
she had on board, besides her crew, 2 white men and 5 negroes (of whom 3 were females), none of whom 
were provided with passports or any other document which could show where or for what purpose they had 
embarked ; and that on an examination, by order of the Commander, of the cargo of this launch, an extraordinary 
quantity of provisions was discovered, consisting of beans, farinha, and ground-nuts, no document being brought 
forward which could show that these articles were intended for legal trade; and that it was these irregularities 
and suspicions which determined him to seize the craft and to bring her before the Court for adjudication, 

It is alleged in defence that the launch did not, when being chased, set more sail, and to support this 
argument the declaration on oath of the captor is referred to; and, further, it is denied that those negroes 
found on board the launch were slaves, bringing forward as a proof the certificate of the letter of freedom of 
a negress named Carolina. In the evidence of M. M. Barboza, folio 59, he declares that all those negroes 
were free, and that at their request he had allowed them a free passage to Loanda. That the bays of beans 
came for delivery to Leopoldo, of Ambriz, and that the fine mats were an order for Loanda. In the evidence 
of Francisco Antonio Pereira de Lemos, it is stated that the negroes were all free, and — embarked 
at Vunta da Lenha (River Congo) for Loanda, and that among them there being one of the name of Jodo, 
a cook, who had been a slave of M. M. Burboza, or of his father, he (Jo&o), in the presence of the deponent, 
asked he snid M. M. Barbosa for a passage, which he gave him gratis. In his evidence at folio 61, the 
witness Jo&o Antonio, the cook, declares that he was at Moanda, near Cabenda, in the service of F. Monteiro, 
who arranged his passage with the patrio of the lannch, and that he embarked at a place called Punta de 
Banana, his passage being paid by the said Monteiro with goods, the value of which was deducted from his 
wages. Being questioned as to his letter of freedom, he answered that having left it in the hands of somebody 
in Loanda, who is now dead, he was unable to produce it. In the evidence of the Cabenda, the patrao of the 
launch, folio 55, it is said that these negroes were free as he presumed, and in the evidence of the Cabenda, 
José da Silva, the boatswain (“ contramestre") at folio 56, he said that the negroes were free, judging from 
what he had heard said of them. In the evidence of Maiena, the uncivilized negro (“bocal”) at folio 60, 
he declared, after much trouble, that he was free, and immediately afterwards that he was ~ at Boma, 
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‘and embarked for Loanda by a white man whom he did not know, for being a slave he could not ask the 
name of the purchaser, this witness showing a great reluctance to answer the questions put to him. 
Another of the negro passengers included among the number was a child of about 8 years old, but could not 
say anything to enlighten the Court as to her condition. 

By the Report of Sarvey, at folios 74 to 77, there were found on board the launch “ #” 2 bags and 1 demi- 
john, containing a little more than 3 cazingueis of farinha, 4 bags, with 7 cazingueis of beans more or less, 
116 bags of ground nuts, in all about 200 cazingueis, 2 casks with 90 gallons of palm oil, 600 sticks of firewood, 
and a few mats. No ot!er article mentioned in Article 1X of the ‘I'reaty was found on board. The Court, 
without taking upon itself to decide whether these articles should or should not be considered as coming within the 
1Xth Article, paragraphs 8 and 9, of the Treaty, cannot in any way neglect to take into consideration the absence of 
manifest or document of any kind to show the legal purpose for which they were destined, which, together with 
other circumstances which cause a doubt as to the object of her voyage, leads to grave suspicions with regard to 
their intended application, After the register of the ship, one of the papers of the greatest importance is the 
manifest of the cargo. It is of great importance to every ship to show the legality of the commerce in which she is 
engaged, and, when proceeding to ports on the coast where there are no constituted authorities, to be able to show 
a ment similar, mentioning the shipper and consignee, and specifying all the articles on board, where received 
and whither going. This practice has been followed in other cases submitted to this Court, as, for instance, in the 
case of the cutter “ Mist,” released in 1860. It is possible that auch a document can be dispensed with in crafts 
which belong t» and are exclusively manned by indigenous Africans bringing articles to this province coming from 
ports where there are no authorities ; but when such cargo consists of objects mentioned in the 1Xth Article of the 
Treaty, and the craft which takes them, whether under the Portuguese or English flag, is the property of a 
European, and being a European the chief consignee, in such a case the non-existence of such a document, even 
when the same has dispensed with by the Custom-house at Loanda (a question which the Court cannot enter 
into) becomes not only itlegal, but a practice of such a nature cannot be admitted on account of the frauds which 
might occur, and the suspicions which would naturally be caused. The same reflections can be made with regard 
to crew lists on account of irregularities which are so frequently seen, as is alleged by the defence. 

In the written allegations for the defence, when it is contested that the launch endeavoured to avoid the 
steamer “ Espoir,” reference is made to the declaration on oath of the captor without regard to the fact that in 
the ratification of that declaration it is clearly explained that she did not set more sail because she had no more 
sail to set, but that she made use of her oars, and thus endeavoured to avoid meeting the said cruizer, 

In the evidence of M. M. Barbosa, at folio 59, it appears that of the three negresses whom he had before taken 
tothe Congo in the launch “ Luiza,” two are those who appear in this process, whom he was bringing back in the 
captured launch, having left one at Mangue Grande on his voyage to the north, and by the certificate, at folios 78 to 
80, it is shown that the passport granted by the General Government of this province to M. M. Barboza for that 
voyage, which is embodied in Appendix 1, at folio 1, was falsified, the words “levando duas pretas livres ” (taking 
two free negresses) having been added. 

In the evidence of Francisco Antonio Pereira de Lemos, folio 63, he says that with regard to the money 
which was taken from him, 2 contos 100 and odd milreis, it was entrusted te him at Banana, by Abraham 
Conquy ainé, a French subject, to be delivered in this city to differeat persons, the deponent not being able to state 
the exact amount. This declaration of the person in whose charge it actually was, and who was entrusted with 
that amount fcr delivery to different persons, is in contradiction to the claim (Appendix 5) of Joao Osmundo 
Toulson, merchant of this city, and of which the document treats (folio 65) who comes forward to claim on behalf 
of Abraham Conquy ainé; that he (Conquy) sent the whole of this amount to him, supporting his claim by a 
letter from the said Conquy, received before the arriva} of the launch “ 4" at Loanda, in which he advises him of 
the remittance of 2 contos and odd milreis by the above-mentioned Jemos, and per said launch, but it is certain 
that thése advices are not written in precise language, but conditional, depending on the day on which the said 
launch left that place, for which reason the evidence of the bearer Lemos is more prubable and credible ; that the 
2 contos and odd milreis were for different people, and are not those of which the claimant speaks, and which were 
addressed to him alone, 

In the allegations on behalf of the defence it is urged that certain irregularities, attributed to the cruizer, in 
this seizure, should be taken into consideration for the restitution of the launch. The Court is of opinion that it 
should not admit the principle that such imputations, just or unjust, can invalidate all the other grounds of the 
seizure; it being clearly expressed, in Article VIII of the ‘Treaty, that when mag interested party has reason to 
complain or appeal against any deviation from the stipulations of the said Treaty, his Government can seek repara- 
tion. 
In the same allegations the Counsel for the defence brings forward the circumstance of many cases of 
disembarkation, at the Custom-house here, of negroes in a similar condition as those met with onboard the launch 
“E.” The Decree of the 10th December, 1856, prohibits the importation of slaves by sea under any pretext 
whatever. ‘It not being, however, within the functions of this Court to take cognizance of infractions of the Decree 
referred to, it abstains from giving any opinion at all on that point. 

‘The Commissioners of this Mixed Commission, after having maturely considered all the arguments and 
documents, both on behalf of the accusation and the defence, and considering that the witness M. M. Berbosa, 


but Rebello and Cardozo, of in names the papers are. made out. Considering that the falsifica- 
tion of the passport alluded to is proved by the document at folios 79 and 80, by which js shown M. M. Barbosa 
having asked the Governor-General of this on the 26th of last for a yee to go in the 
ladnol “ Luiza” to the Congo, taking wii is 


th two free: the said Governor refused his request as far 
ereieeioes hors (sie vemos) Femmes bebe wes pove their freedom ; aon: ocaperent yesharandanee yarn 
bs ppt aioe nathan rtcce Reger iyt chin i hone gh ge Nag 
had ‘been granted to him al x. her Sach her soir trpilne de ” the words * duas pretas livres,” 
which were written ebove the which fill and render useless the space which remained unwritten on—a fact 
Seer ee Sad salcl Aamwers Bi Somvoen’ but, however, as ‘ 


éwo negresses whom he took awi i. eee oe the yas he declares idence at folio 59, 
' without a vuficient explanation of the eapacity su gr bgs hs how, logue bane aptuelaedl rang bedi 


‘ 
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yon! maven by which he took her away, and the proposal to buy which is eeen in the document No, 193 of 
ppendix I. ’ 

Considering that of the two negroes found on board, one of them is a negro who, alihough more than 14 years 
old, is uncivilized and without a will of his own. the other a child of 8 years, and, as such, without capacity 
to regulate its life, and that thus one cannot believe that they themselves asked M. M. Barbosa for a 
to Loanda on bosrd the launch “ 2;" considering besides that no other paper of a character was put in 
to prove that those negroes were in a free state, and, st the same time, as the are all of a contrary 
tendency ; considering, moreover, the discredit which attaches to the evidence allegations trying to prove 
the free condition of these negroes found on board the launch * &.” it follows clearly that there was a hidden 
intention which the thread of contradictions and divergences which may be found among the autos was sought to 
conceal, On all these grounds, and further proofs which exist in the autos, the Commissioners of the Mixed Commis- 
sion adjudge that the launch “ Z’” was legally detained, and the negroes on board the same having been embarked 
in evident contravention of Article I of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, celebrated between Portugal and 
Great Britain for the suppression of the Slave Trade, condemn her as good prize, with all her equipments, 
cargo, and valuables comprised in her and found on board, of what kind soever they may be, for all the 
effects of confiscation to which by virtue of the said Treaty it became liable, and order that the said launch 
be disposed of in conformity with the stipulations of the said Treaty. Further, they order that all the people 
found on board of the launch “ Z,” be placed at the disposal of their Government, and that the 5 slaves 
be granted letters of freedom according as Article VI of Annex B of the aaid Treaty directs; for which end 
they interpose their legal authority, and order that such shall be done. 

Given and published in session of the Mixed Commission in St. Panl of the Assumption of Loanda, 
the 29th day of November, 1842. 

(Signed) JOSE JULLO RODRIGUEZ. 
EDMUND GABRIEL. 


No. 121. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell, No. 41, September 1, 1863. 
Further Correspondence respecting Libertos. 





No. 122, 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir Foreign Office, November 19, 1863. 


| HAVE received your despatch No. 38 of the 15th of August last, stating 
that, after mature consideration, you have arrived at the conclusion that the sum of 
151. would be a liberal remuneration for the services rendered by Mr. Peixoto to the 
late Mr. Gabriel; and I have accordingly to authorize you to pay to Mr. Peixoto a 
gratuity to that amount, and you will insert the same as an item of charge in the 
account of expenses of the Commission payable wholly by the British Government. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 123. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—{ Received November 19.) 


No. 42. 
fy BN Loanda, September 28, 1863: 

WHEN the Commodore visited this port in the month of June, a conversation 
took place between us on the subject of the irregularity in the receipt of the 
Commissioners’ mails, I then mentioned to him that the Commander of the 
steamer which brought me out had told me that for an additional sum of 5,000/. 
a-year the African Mail Company would be dis to send on their steamers to 
this place; and the Commodore and I were both of opinion that that sum would be 
saved in consumption of coals, the wear and tear of the ships to Fernando Po to bring 
them and the ‘mails for the South Division of the squadron, and also avoid the 
necessity of taking a ecruizer from her station to perform a voyage of 2,000 miles. 
The Commodore, who has returned here. has just informed me that he has written 
to the Admiralty, to propose that that arrangement should be carried out, 
and has received a reply to the eflect that the proposal has been submitted to the 
Post Office authorities for their consideration. 

The object of this communication is to request your Lordship to take the 
matter into your consideration; and, should you approve of the arrangement, to 
support it with your weight and influence. — : 

I have received but two mails since my arrival here, the first not having 
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reached me before the 15th of July, and then by the chance of the ‘ Dromedary ” 
store-ship having touched at Fernando Po. 

The Commodore also informed me that he had submitted as an alternative to 
the Admiralty, that my despatches should be sent to Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Lisbon for transmission by the Portuguese steamer. That system, as vour Lordship 
may be aware, has been tried, and discontinued in consequence of the irregularities 
of those vessels. Their arrangements now are no better than they were formerly. 
Since my arrival, in the month of April, on no less than three occasions they have 
failed to despatch a vessel from Lisbon. 

1 expected to have received my despatches for July and August at the begin- 
ning of next month, but the cruizer that had been sent for them was met by the 
Commodore, and retained for other important services; it is impossible, therefore, 
to say when they will reach me. 

Your Lordship will, | hope, consider the importance of the question in a public 
view sufficient excuse for my troubling you. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 124. 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 19.) 
(No. 44.) 
My Lord, Lounda, October 1, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to transmit an account of the sums disbursed by 
Mr. Hewett for repairs to the boat of Her Majesty’s Commissioners, and a copy of 
a letter from that gentleman explaining his reasons for entering into this expense, 
and I shall be glad to receive your Lordship’s authority to reimburse Mr. Hewett 
for this outlay. 

[ avail myself of this opportunity to offer a few observations to your Lordship 
relative to the boat in question. Your Lordship will observe from the list of 
articles purchased by Mr. Hewett that nothing existed but the mere hull. As she 
was still unfit for service on my arrival, | sent her across to the arsenal on the 
island to be scraped and painted aftcr the repairs, but it having been reported to 
me that she filled with water and nearly sunk on the passage across, I directed the 
Inspector of the Arsenal not to incur any expense until she had been examined. 
Some time after [ borrowed a boat from Her Majesty’s ship “Griffon,” and went 
across myself, and caused her to be overhauled and cxeanlined by the coxswain. He 
pointed out many defects—many planks that required to be removed and new ones 
inserted, and was of opinion that the boat was not worth 40 dollars, that being the 
sum that the Inspector of the Arsenal asked to repair her. Under the circumstances 
I declined incurring any further expense on her account. On my mentioning these 
circumstances yesterday to the Commodore, he was kind enough to exchange the 
boat for a serviceable one from his ship. 

1 take the liberty of remarking that I attribute the ruinous state into which the 
boat has fallen entirely to the fact of her net being provided with a permanent 
crew. When the boat. is needed it is necessary to pe about the town to pick up a 
crew. Gne is not easily or always to be found, and such as can be procured appear 
in so ragged a state, if that word can be applied to a dirty rag round the loins, 
that rather than appear in such company the Commissioner prefers, when one of 
Her Majesty's ships is in harbour, borrowing a boat. The Commanders have 
always kindly furnished me with one at my request, but I know that it was at great 
inconvenience and loss to the service, as the cruizers only come to this port to 
communicate with me or to coal or repair, and their crews are fully employed while 
here. The French Admiral was here last week, and on my expressing through the 
French Consul my desire to pay my respects to him, he appointed 5 o'clock to 
receive me. 1 was disappointed in a boat, the loan of which had been promised to 
me, and I did not reach his ship until 6 o’clock, having been compelled to go off in 
a apo rowed by men without any clothing but the filthy rag to which | have 
alluded. 

1 venture to hope that your Lordship will take these circumstances into 
consideration, and will be pleased to allow me to engage a permanent crew for the 
boat. Her Majesty's Commissioner at Sierra Leone has a crew for the use of his 
boat at the public expense, as has also Her Majesty’s Consul at Fernando Po; and 
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from the number of cruizers and the activity of the slave-traders on this part of the 
coast, a properly manned boat for the use of Her Majesty's Commissioners is, I 
venture to submit, much more needed than at either of those places. A sum not 


exceeding 90/. a-year will suffice for that purpose, being at the rate of 30s. a-month 
each for wages and clothing for five men. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 124. 


Mr. Hewett to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


Sir, Loanda, September 28, 1853. 

I BEG herewith to submit to you an account of the money, which amounts to 8/. 3s. 8d., expended by me for 
putting in order the boat belonging to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 

The reason of my having incurred this expense was, when Sir Baldwin Walker, the Admiral Commanding- 
in-chief, arrived here in January last, [ was told that he was annoyed at my not having gone off to pay my respects 
to him immediately upon his arrival, and as the Commodore was then daily expected, I was anxious that such a 
circumstance should not again occur. I therefore caused the buat above referred to, to be put into repair, and 
purchased oars, &c., for her. 

Should you approve the account I now submit to your consideration, I take the liberty of requesting that 
the amount I incurred may be refunded to me. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 124. 


Aw Account of the Monev expended by Mr. E. H. Hewett for Repairing and Refitting the Boat belonging to 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners at Loanda. 








Reis fortes. Reis fortes. 
1865. Paid to carpenter aie -- 88500 | 1863. To 4 rowlocks at 3g075 each .. 128300 
Paid to caulker |. as .. 8 700 To hauling up boat .. a 1 900 
To 10 lbs. of putty, at 9185 per lb. . 1 850 
To oakum re 5 site 1 175 Total ea -- 36$825 
To 4 oars at 1$850 each .. we 7 400 
The sum of 36$825 reis fortes, at the exchange of 48500 per 1/. sterling, is equal to 8/. 3s. 8d. 
(Signed) ED. ARD HYDE HEWETT. 
No, 125. 
Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 23.) 
(No. 45.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 3, 1863. 


THE name of Senhor Borges may be familiar to your Lordship, as the person 
principally engaged during the administration of the late Governor-General in the 
shipment of negroes to the Island of St. Thomas. _ 

It having come to my on age that he was about to visit the island by the 
steamer that will sail this evening, | thought it not unlikely that his object was to 
superintend in person the reshipment of the negroes for slave-trading purposes. 

Under that impression I addressed a confidential despatch to the Governor- 
General (of which I have the honour to transmit a copy), in which I suggested to his 
Excellency that it would be advisable to communicate with the Governor of 
St. Thomas’, in order that Senhor Borges should be watched, and should my 
suspicion be well founded, his object frustrated. 

I have not yet received any official reply from the Governor-General, but he 
immediately wrote me a private note, of which I inclose a translation, in which he 
states that: he has no suspicion that Senhor Borges is visiting St. ‘Thomas for a bad 
purpose; that he has property in the island, and had entered into a contract to 
supply the Government with wood. ; 

I wrote to the Governor-General in French because he understands that 
language, and delay might have been occasioned by the difficulty of finding an 
interpreter. 

otwithstanding the confidence of the Governor-General, I still think it would 
be prudent and advisable for a cruizer to visit the island for the pa se of 
obtaining information, and propose to communicate my suspicions to the Commo- 
dore who is now at this port. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
Crass A. . 2A 
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Inclosure in No. 125. 


Her Mayesty's Commissioner to the Governor-General of the Province of Angola. 


(Confidentiel.) 


M. le Gouverneur-Général, Loanda, le 2 Octobre, 1863. 
VOTRE Excellence ne doit pas ignorer que M. Borges embarque demain pour S. Thomé, a bord du vapeur 
“D. Antonia.” 
Cet individu ayant expédié Vannée derniére plusieurs centaines de négres a cette fle, votre Excellence 
jugera peut-étre convenable d'avertir le Gouverneur de S. Thomé afin qu'il soit surveillé en cas qu'il désirerait 
les réembarquer avec l'intention de faire la Traite. 


Je renouvelle, &¢. 





(Signé) W. VREDENBURG. 
No. 126. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioner. 
(No. 13.) 
Sir, Foreign Offies, December 17, 1863. 


I HAVE received your despatch No, 45 of the 3rd of October last, and | have 
to convey to you my approval of the note which you addressed to the Governor- 
General of Angola, respecting the visit of Senhor Borges to St. Thomas. 

lam, &e. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 


No. 127, 


Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received December 30.) 
(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Loanda, October 31, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit my Report on the Slave Trade, made up to 
the 30th September, in obedience to the instructions conveyed in your Lordship’s 
despatch of the 18th June, 1860. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure in No. 127. 
Annual Report ly Her Majesty's Commissioner. 


THE slave-traders at the beginning of last October commenced their proceedings with their usual audacity 
ani activity, but they were met with equal energy and activity by the Commanders of Her Majesty's cruizers, 
as the following list of vessels captured will show :— 

Barque (name unknown) 3rd October, 1862; “ Zebra.” 

Launch “ 2," 2nd November, 1862; * Espoir.” 

* Liberdade,” 20th November, 1862; “ Zebra.” 

Launch, 9U slaves, 20th November, 1862; “ Zebra.” 

** Lola Montes,” 25th November, 1862: “ Antelope.” 

" Tsland Queen,” 28th December, 18€2; “ Wrangler.” 

“ Venus,” 29th January, 1863; Antelope.” 

“ Bella Augusta,” 10th February, 1863; “* Brisk.” 

“ Laura,” 13th February, 1863; ‘ Zebra.” 

* Mariquita,” 473 slaves, 17th March, 1863; “ Zebra.” 

“ Haidée,” 12th August, 1863; © Espoir.” 

The result of these energetic measures was most gratifying and satisfactory. The slave-traders were by 
their serious losses completely paralyzed, they found themselves without ships and without funds, and the Commodore 
informed me that when he visited the Congo in September there was not a vessel in the river. The Treaty with 
the United States, granting the right of search within certain limits, has compelled the Portuguese slave-traders 
to hoist the flag of their own nation. The vessels captured with slaves on board resorted to the usual practice of 
destroying all proofs of nationality, but three ships were captured under the Portuguese colors and brought for 
adjudication before the Mixed Commission established in this city. Two of them, the launch “ &” and the 
* Laura.” were condemned as good prizes, and the “ Venus,” would probably have shared the same fate had she 
been captured after the “ Laura,” or had she been permitted 7 Lieutenant Allingham to enter the Congo before 
he detained her. The case was nearly identical with that of the “ Laura ;” they had both cleared from the 

Havana under a provisional register granted by ‘the Portuguese Consul, both cleared for and were ostensibly 
bound to the Island of St. Thomas, neither touched there, and the “ Zaura” had absolutely entered the Congo, 
where she was captured, and that river was doubtless also the destination of the ‘* Venus.” The latter vessel 
had been released and her papers returned to the master before my arrival; 1 had consequently no opportu- 
nity of examining them, but there are strong grounds for suspecting that some of them were false. There is 
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little or no doubt that the “ Venus” was on a slave-trading voyage, and the Governor-General also arrived at 
that conclusion, he having compelled her to discharge her crew, and ship a fresh one; he also refused her a 
clearance for any point on the coast, and obliged her to go direct to Lisbon. ‘There appear to have been some 
discrepancies and contradictions in the evidence, and Lieutenant Allingham, the captor, says that his evidence was 
misunderstood ; but as Lieutenant Costa Cabral, who served for nine years in the Royal Navy of England, though 
at present in the Portuguese service, acted as interpreter, the misunderstanding could scarcely have arisen from 
misinterpretation. In March, a brig or barque escaped from Longibonda, with 800 or 90 slaves. With that 
exception (as far as 1 can ascertain) no vessel with slaves has got away between Loanda and Cupe Lopez. 

It is by no means easy to obtain information respecting the movements of the slave-traders to the scuthward 
of this port. The * Zsland Queen,” captured on the 28th December by Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler” and 
sent to St. Heiena for adjudication, was fitted out for the Slave Trade, and was when taken waiting for her cargo 
to be ready for shipment from the vicinity of Equimina. Towards the end of April, the “Chefe” of Novo 
Redondo apprehended 79 negroes who were being conveyed by land towards Quicombo, with the object (as he 
suspected) of embarking them in that neighbourhood. In my despatch No. 26 of the 20th May I reported 
erroneously that they had been captured in a launch. Two white men have been imprisoned for being concerned 
in this transaction, and are to be brought to trial. 

There are strong grounds for suspecting that cargoes are still occasionally shipped to the southward, and 
great as is the necessity for a strong division of the squadron being employed on the more important coast—the 
neighbourhood of the Congo, it would, I think, be advantageous to have a vessel constantly cruizing to the south- 
ward. Since my arrival at the beginning of April, two cruizers only have been stationed ou the South Coast. The 
“Torch” was sent down towards the middle of the month of May; she was relieved by the “ Griffon” in June. 
and that vessel remained on that coast till the middle of August. Since that period no vessel has been stationed 
to the southward of this port. The coast nevertheless has been occasionally visited by Her Majesty's ships bound 
hence to St. Helena. P 

With the exception of the launch * £,” | have been unable to ascertain that the inhabitants of this city had 
any direct pecuniary interest im the captured vessels, “This is due, not to want of sympathy with the slave-traders, 
whom they continue to supply with tie articles necessary to enable them to continue their inhuman speculations, 
nor is it due to any disinclination to engage in slave-trading, but to the serious losses that they have sustained 
from capture, and consequent want of funds, to the determination of the Governor-General and the Portuguese 
Government to put an end to the Slave Trade, and principally 10 the important trade which has sprung up in the 
province. Cotton has during the last two years been planted in large quantities, valuable copper-mines have been 
opened and are being worked, and there is a large exportation of palm oil and ground nuts. So profitable are 
trading operations that persons who formerly obtained an unenviable notoriety as slave-traders appear now to be 
engaged in agriculture and legitimate trade. Nevertheless, as the traffic in human flesh, when it can be carried 
on with a reasonable chance of success, is still the most remunerative, there can be but little doubt that these 
persons would commence operations with renewed vigour should there be the slightest toleration on the part of the 
Portaguese authorities or relaxation of vigilance on the part of the Commanders of [ler Majesty's ships. 

The barracoons in the Congo are, J am informed, filled with slaves offered for sale at an unusually low price. 
‘The slave-traders at Ponta da Lenha, and other places on the coast, who provide slaves for sale and exportation, 
have been put to great expense in keeping such large numbers for a considerable period without the possibility of 
disposing of them or shipping them; all the vessels sent for them having been captured. I have been informed 
that two ships were lately offered for sale in the Congo, but no one possessed funds sufficient to purchase them. 
I was told, however, a few days ago, by that able and indefatigable officer, Commander Hoskins, that there was 
every prospect of the trade being revived with the vigour that it exhibited in October of last year. 

The shipment of libertos to St. Thomas was, for a short period, entirely discontinued. The Governor-General, 
however, has again permitted a limited number to be dispatched by vessels bound to that island. His Excellency 
takes what he conceives to be sufficient precautions to ensure their freedom on their arrival. He limits the number 
to ten, he grants no passports to slaves, and requires the Governor of St. Thomas to see that their rights are 
secured to them. The facilities for again reducing these negroes to slavery are so great that ] fear that the 
precautions to which his Excellency attaches so much importance will be but of little avail. I have been at some 
pains to learn, from the most trustworthy sources, whether the negroes sent to St. Thomas remain on the island, 
or are reshipped. The Governor-General says, most decidedly and authoritatively, that their services are so much 
needed there that it is more profitable to keep them than to reship them, and that none are sent away. Senhor 
Motta (who resided five years in the Island as Juiz de Direito, and has lately been promoted to the officer of Judge 
of Relagao in this city, and will be probably Portuguese Commissioner) confirms that opinion, and states that the 
export of cofiee, which is of'a very superior description, has more than doubled during the last five years; that 
more negroes are needed there, but none can be spared. The whole of the information that I have received 
tends to that conclusion. Although I am myself dispose: to lean to that opinion, | in uo wise allow myself to be 
influenced in my proceedings, nor do I in any degree relax my vigilance. The Commodore latterly, acting on my 
sugyestion, dispatched a cruizer to St. Thomas, to watch the proceedings of Senhor Alexandre Borges, who made 
a voyage to that island, having last year sent many hundreds of negrovs there, and I also requested the Governor- 
General to direct the attention of the Governor of the Colony to Senhor Borges’ movements, with the object of 
frustrating his designs, should he intend to reship them. 

The vessels composing the Portuguese squadron have been totally inadequate for the purpose of preventing 
the Slave Trade. ‘The squadron has for the greater part of the year consisted of three vessels, two small schooners 
avd a steamer. The schooners might succeed in surprising a vessel, but could neve1 capture a slaver in a chase. 
‘The steamer, the “Sagres,” is a remarkably fine vessel of the class of Her Majesty's dispatch-boats ; she is very 
fast under steam, but sails badly. Her services have been inutilized from the want of coals. She arrived here in 
February, and remained at her moorings till the middle of September; she then made a three weeks’ cruize, and 
is now again in port. Her consumption of coal is very large, and she is a ship of too expensive a class to be of 
use on this coast. 

The Governor-General has made the most of the very inadequate naval force at his command, and has 
endeavoured to supply the deficiency by appointing confidential persons as “ Chetes” at the most suspicious 
points on the South Coast, but the number from which he can select is, I suspect. very limited. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction that I acknowledge the cordiality and promptitude with which his Excellency 
carries out the suggestions that I have occasion to offer, the courtesy with which he communicates to me infor- 
mation connected with the Slave ‘Trade, and the perfect harmony that exists between us both in his capacity as 
Governor General and Acting Portuguese Commissioner. 

Loanda, October 31, 1863. 

(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 
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No. 128. 


(0.98 Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received August 3.) 
o. 28.) ; 
My Lord, Loanda, May 22, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of the Report of the 
Curator of Liberated Negroes for the last quarter. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
(ineeee ‘ 

I HAVE the honour to bring to the knowledge of the Most Excellent Board of Superintendence that 
during the first quarter of the present year I visited from time to time the libertos under the charge of the said 
Board, and foun 

1. That they had proper treatment. 

2. That of the libertos granted to individuals some are employed in domestic service and others in labour in 
the suburbs of the city; and those granted to the Municipal Chamber are in the service of the Municipality. 

3. That the liberto Jo&o (Cucu) died on the 4th of January last, being one of those granted to Dona Thereza 
de Aguiar Castro. 

4. That there are collected at the barrack, at the charge of Government, the following libertos : Maihala, who 
was in the service of Miguel de Jesus Cav [?]; Catherine Mucamba, who was in the service of Francisco 
Barboza Rodrigues; Tiberic Sumbo, who had left the service of Dr. Saturnino de Souza Oliveira; Joaquin 
Agostinho, one of those that had been granted to the Municipal Chamber; and Emidio Mamuna. Gervasio 
Massoque, Catherina Melande, and Suzanna Quango, who had been granted to Ignacio José de Moraes, who 
declined their further services. . 

St. Paul de Loanda, April 27, 1863. 

(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator. 





No. 129. 


No.1.) Her Majesty's Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 1. 
My Lord, Loanda, July 4, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of the Report of the 
Curator of Liberated Africans, for the Quarter ne one & une, 1863. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG 





Inclosure in No. 129. 
Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 


the 10th May last the liberta Catharina, in charge of the Government depository, entered the 
St. Paul page dar of Loan, Jed 1, 1863. | 
v Signed) We A DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator of Libertos. 
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No. 130. 


 % Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell.—(Received November 19.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Loanda, September 12, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit translations of the Minutes made at two. 
— of the Board of Superintendence, which have been held since my arrival in’ ' 
this city. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. VREDENBURG. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 


Minutes of a Session of the Board of Superintendence, held on the 20th of April, 1863. 
(Translation,) 

ON the 20th April, 1863, in this city of St. Paul, of the Assumption of Loanda, in the Palace of Government, 
present his Excellency the Councillor the Governor-General José Baptista d'Andrade, and W. Vredenburg, Esq., 
Commissioner, on the part of Her Britannic Majesty, in the Mixed Commission established in this city, in virtue 

.of the Treaty of the 3rd July, 1842, between Portugal and Great Britain, for the Suppression of the Slavo Trade. 

The aforesaid W. Vredenburg, Esq., declared that he had on the 14th instant, taken the oath as prescribed in 
Article I, Section 3, of Annex C of the said Treaty, in the capacity of Member of the Board of Superintendence of 
Liberated Africans; the oath having been administered to him in due form by the principal Magistrate of this 
province, the Vice-President of the Court of Appeal, the Judge Joaquim Guedes de Carvalho e Menezes, by 
which act was constituted the said Board of Superintendence, according to the stipulations of the said Treaty and 
its Annex C, 

The British Commissioner afterwards said, that knowing by the Report presented by the Curator of Liberated 
Africans, and Secretary of the Board, that there were at the barracks under the care of the Government some 
libertos belonging to the Board, judged that it would be opportune that the presence of such libertos should be 
published in the official Gazette of the province, inviting whoever might wish to hire them under the conditions 
which would be mentioned, and his Excellency the Governor-General agreeing to this, the Board resolved that 
an advertisement should be placed in the Bulletin of the Government, in conformity with this resolution, agreeing 


that seven days after the publication of the advertisement, the Board would meet to decide upon the petitions 
presented, 


And to affirm, &c. 
(Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, Governor-General. 
W. VREDENBURG. 
M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 130. 


Minutes of a Session of the Board of Superintendence, held on the 2nd of May, 1863. 
(Translation.) 

ON the 2nd May, 1863, the Board of i Sgr omg of Liberated Africans met in the Palace of 
Government to decide upon the applications which had been presented for libertos under the care of the said 
Board, in conformity with the resolution taken in the Session of the 20th ultimo. There were presented by the 
Curator of Liberated Africans, Acting Secretary of the Board, several requisitions for libertos, and one propo- 
sition from A. G. C. Garrido, asking for all or those who might be allotted to him, and the Board having informed 
itself of the position of the petitioners, resolved to accede to the following applications :— 


girls. girls. 
A. C. e A. Figueiredo 1 A. J. Narcizo 3 P ; ‘* ‘ 1 
L. B. de C. Vieira 5 A. J. de Silveira 1 
A.J. Escorcio  . l Dona J. Pires 5 
S. D. de Santos . 1 M. J. B. Correia A 2 
J. A. Alves ; ‘ 3 A. G. C. Garrido 6 
Dona V. E. de Silva . 3 


Afterwards, one of the remaining libertos was allotted to the British Commissioner, who immediately 
determined to pay him three milreis per month, and having no further business to transact, the Session was dis- 
solved at 1 o'clock p.m.; the Board having ordered that the proper papers should be drawn out in order to legalise 
the delivery of the libertos who had been allotted, &c. 

(Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, Governor-General. 
W. VREDENBURG. 





No. 131. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioner to Earl Russell—(Received December 1.) 
(No. 3.) 


My Lord, Loanda, October 5, 1863. 
{ HAVE the honour to transmit a translation of the Report of the Curator of 
Liberated Africans for the last quarter. ‘i ‘ 
ave, &c. 


(Signed) W. VREDENBURG, 
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Inclosure in No. 131. 


Report of the Curator of Liberated Africans. 
(Translation.) 
I HAVE the honour to inform the Board of Superintendence of Liberated Africans, that during the 


third quarter of the present year, having visited several times the negroes under the charge of the said Board I 
found :— 


Ist. That they received proper treatment. 

2ndly. That the libertos granted to private persons were for the most part employed in domestic pursuits, 
and sume in labour in the suburbs of the city, and those granted to the Corporation in the employment of 
the Municipality. 

3rdly. That the liberta Izabel, having been received in the hospital ill on the 16th July last, died in the 
said hospital on the 5th August. She was one of those granted to A. G. C. Garrido. 

4thly. That the remaining five libertas who were granted to the said A G. C. Garrido were received in the 
Provincial Government barracks, he not requiring them further. 

St. Paul de Loanda, October 5, 1863. 


(Signed) M. A. DE CASTRO FRANCINA, Curator of Libertos. 
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No. 132. 


“a Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received January 5, 1863.) 
(No. 4.) 
My Lord, New York, December 23, 1862. 

WE have the honour to report that, subject to your Lordship’s approval, we 
have appointed Mr. Edward Brenton Archibald to fill the office of Clerk to Her 
i Commissioners in the Court of Mixed Commission for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade established at this port. 

Mr. E. Brenton Archibald is the son of Her Majesty’s Consul, and from his 
character, abilities, and thorough habits of business, we feel sure that he will give 
entire satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government, as well as to ourselves. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) K. M. ARCHIBALD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 133. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 2.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office. March 21, 1863. 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 4 of the 23rd of December, and [ approve 


your having nominated Mr. Edward Brenton Archibald to be Clerk to Her Majesty's 
Commissioners at New York. 

1 transmit to eo a copy of a letter which I have in consequence addressed to 
Mr. E. B. Archibald, and I have to instruct you to pay to him quarterly the sums 
which may become due to him for salary, after deducting the income tax, which is 
at present 9d. in the 11. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 133. 


Earl Russell to Mr. E. B. Archibald. 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1863. 

I HAVE to acquaint you that I have selected you for the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty’s Commis- 
sioners in the Mixed British and United States’ Commission established at New York under the Treaty of the 
7th April, 1862, between Great Britain and the United States fur the suppression of the Slave Trade. 

our salary in that capacity will be 300/. a-year, tocommence from the Ist of January last. 

If after eighteen years’ actual service at your post at New York, such service having been performed 
to the satisfaction of Her Majesty's Secretary of State, you should, from ill-health or other circumstances, 
obtain perthission to retire from the appointment of Clerk to Her Majesty's Commissioners, you will be recom- 
mended to the Treasury for a pension not exceeding one-fourth of your salary as Clerk, and the pension for which 
you will be recommended will be larger by a sum not exceeding one-fourth of your salary for each six years’ 
further service which you may have completed previously to such retirement, until your retiring allowance amounts 
to a maximum of three-fourths of your full salary. 

You will be placed on half salary during periods of absence from your post, and periods of absence are not to 
be counted as portions of service upon which pensions can be granted. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners will receive directions to pay to you by quarterly instalments your salary of 
300/. a-year, after making proper deductions on account ef income tax. 

You-will be careful to show all due deference and respect to Her Majesty's Commissioner and Arbitrator ; 
and you will strictly conform to such directions as they may give to vou respecting the performance of your 
duties. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
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No. 134. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 3.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 18, 1863. 


I TRANSMIT to yeu, for your information, the accompanying copy of a letter 
from Mr. Adams, the United States’ Minister at this Court, inclosing a list of 
United States’ cruizers which have been furnished with authority to carry out the 
1 lag of the Treaty of the 7th of April, 1862, for the suppression of the African 
Slave Trade, together with a copy of the special warrant issued to the Commanders 
of the vessels to whom the Treaty is furnished with a view to service under it. 





; I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 
Inclosure 1 in No. 134. 
Mr, Adams to Earl Russell. 
My Lord, Legation of the United States, London, April 14, 1863. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Navy of the 
United States to the Secretary of State, accompanied by a list of the national vessels which have so far been 
furnished with authority to carry out the provisions of the Treaty of the 7th April, 1862, for the further suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade. 

I have the honour likewise to place in your hands, for the information and use of Her Majesty's Government, 
three printed copies of the special warrant issued to the Commanders of the vessels to whom the Treaty is furnished 
with a view to service under it. 

I pray, &c. 
(Signed) CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 134. 


Mr. Welles to Mr. Seward 

Sir, Navy Department, March 28, 1863. 

IN pursuance of the IInd Article of the Treaty of the 7th April, 1862, between the United States and Great 
Britain, tor the suppression of the African Slave Trade, I have the honour to inclose herewith for transmission to 
Her Majesty's Government, a list of the vessels of the United States’ navy which have so far been furnished with 
special authority to carry out the provisions of said Treaty. 

Instructions to carry out the provisions of the Treaty will be given to other vessels, the names of which, 
with their Commanders, and the force of each, shall be duly communicated. 

I also inclose herewith several copies of the Special Warrant issued to the Commanders of the vessels to 
whom the Treaty is furnished. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) GIDEON WELLES. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 134. 


List of Vessels of the United States’ Navy duly authorized to carry out the provisions of the Treaty between 
the United States and Great Britain, of April 7, 1862, for the suppression of the African Slave Trade. 

















Commander, Station. 
‘Acting Rear-Admiral Chas. Wilkes. | West Indies. 
Commander E.T. Nichola . | Ditto. 
Commander J.M. B Clits. « | Ditto. 
Commander A. G. Cleary + | Ditto. 
Commander R. H. to Ditto. 
isa i. ip ton Ditto. 
tenant H. . 
Commander 8. D. ‘i - | Ditto. 
Commander Ch. H. Baldwin . . | Ditto. Special service. 
Commander Geo. H. Cooper . . service, Gulf of Mexico. 
Captain O. 8, Glisson . : . | Vicinity of the Cape de Verde 
Islands. 
Inclosure 4 in No. 134. 
Special Warrant. 
Sir, United States’ Navy Department, , 186 


I TRANSMIT herewith copy of a Treaty for the suppression of the African Slave Trade, concluded between 
the United States of America and Great Britain, April 7, 1862, to which are annexed, and form an integral part 
thereof, Instructions for Cruizers, marked A, and Regulations for Mixed Courts of Justice, marked B. 
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In furnishing you with this Treaty and the Instructions annexed to it, the Department <pecially authorizes, 
empowers, and directs you to exercise all the rights and privileges granted thereby to cruizers of the United States 
having a Special Warrant to act under it. 

The rights and privileges granted by the Treaty do not in any way derogate from or conflict with the belligerent 
rights of United States’ cruizers in time of war. The powers conferred by the Treaty are added to belligerent rights, 
and not substituted for them Those rights still obtain, and are to be exercised. 

This Special Warrant, issued in pursuance of the Treaty, authorizes a United States’ cruizer possessing it, on 
falling in with a British vessel actually engaged in the Slave Trade, or suspected of being fitted for it. to exercise 
the rights and privileges which the Treaty concedes, and in the manner the Instructions (A) prescribe, by which 
alone the Mixed Courts of Justice will be enabled to exercise all their functions in cases sent to them for adjudica- 
tion, 


Iam, &e. 


Secreiary of the Navy. 





By the President of the United States of America. 


A Proclamation. 


Whereas a Treaty between the United States of America and Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, was concluded and signed by their respective Plenipotentiaries, at the city of Wash- 
ington, on the 7th day of April last, which Treaty is word for word as follows :— 


Treaty between the United States of America and Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, for the Suppression of the African Slave Tvade. 


[See Class B, presented 1863, Inclosure 1 in No, 331.) 





And whereas the said Treaty has been duly ratified on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same 
were exchanged at London, on tue twentieth ultimo, by Charles Francis Adams, Esq., Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of St. James, and Earl Russell, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, on the part of their respective Governments. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Abraham Lincoln. President of the United States of America, have caused 
the said Treaty to Se made public, to the end that the same and every Clause and Article thereof may be observed 
and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and the citizens thereof, 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this seventh day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-two, and of the Independence of the United States the cighty-sixth. 

i (Signed) ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
By the President, 
(Signed) Wittiam H. Sewarp, Secretary of State. 





No. 135. 


States’ cruizers which have been furnished with authority to pe out the provi- 
sions of the Treaty of the 7th April, 1862, for the suppression of the African Slave 
Trade, together with a copy of the Special Warrant issued to the Commanders of 
the vessels to whom the Treaty is furnished with a view to service under it. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 





No. 136. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty's Commissioners. 
No. 4. 
Scere, Foreiyn Office, June 5, 1863. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of the Regulations which have been 
drawn up for your guidance in the technical part of your duties as Judge and 
Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty in the British and United States’ Mixed Court 
of Justice at New York. 

These Regulations contain instructions for the proceedings of the Court 
throughout the whole course of trial of a case, and they have been framed mainly 
in accordance with the course observed in the High Court of Aseatealiy fs this 
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country, adapting and limiting the proceedings to the objects prescribed by the 
Treaty under which the Commission is framed. 

They have been so prepared for the purpose of giving to you every requisite 
facility and assistance in establishing a legal regularity in the proceedings of the 
Court of which you are members, and for the more complete attainment of the ends 
of justice. 

With respect to the general interrogatories included in the Regulations, you 
will take care that the questions therein enumerated shall, so far as they may 
apply, be put to the several witnesses to be examined under your adjudication and 
arbitration; and whenever special points may arise which these interrogatories do 
not reach, you will frame additional interrogatories to meet those points, being 
always careful to obtain and weigh the whole facts of the case before yon give your 
judgment upon it. 

I have instructed Her Majesty's Minister at Washington to communicate copies 
of these Regulations to the United States’ Government for their approval, and to 
state that Her Majestv’s Government would of course take into consideration any 
amendments or alterations which the United States’ authorities, after due delibera- 
tion, might see fit to suggest ; but as the Regulations have been carefully prepared, 
his Lordship is directed to express the hope that they will accord with the views of 
the United States’ Government, and that the United States’ officers in the several 
Mixed Commission Courts at New York, Sierra Leone, and the Cape of Good Hope 
will be directed to guide their proceedings in conformity therewith. 

I am, &c. 
Signed) RUSSELL. 





Inclosure in No. 136. 
Regulations for the Guidance of the Mixed Courts of Justice established in pursuance of the Treaty of the 
7th of April, 1862, between Her Britannic Majesty and the United States of America. fur the Suppression 
of the African Slave Trade. 


[See Cape of Good Hope, Inclosure in No. 10.) 





No. 137. 
Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received July 12.) 
(No. 7.) 
My Lord, New York, June 30, 1563. 


WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 4 of the 5th instant, transmitting to us copies of the Regulations which have 
been drawn up for our guidance in the technical part of our duties, as Judge and 
Arbitrator on the part of Her Majesty in the British and United States’ Mixed 
Cuurt of Justice at New York. 

In carrying these Regulations into effect, us occasion may require, we shall 
govern ourselves by the instructions respecting them which are conveyed to us in 
your Lordship’s despatch. 


We have, &c. 





(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
W. D. RYDER. 
No. 138. 
Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 6.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 22, 1863. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 20th of August last, I transmit, 
for your information and guidance, six copies of an Additional Article to the Treaty 
between Her Majesty ane the United States of America for the suppression of the 
African Slave Trade, signed at Washington on 17th of February last. 

1 also inclose copies of an Act of Parliament which has been passed for carrying 
into effect the Additional Article in question. 

lam, &c. 
; (Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 141 a. 


Her Majesty’s Judge to Earl Russell.—(Received February 1, 164.) 
(No. 24.) 
My Lord, New York, December 3:, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that during the past year there 
has not been, to the knowledge of the Federal Authorities, nor, so far as I have been 
enabled to ascertain, a single slave-trading expedition fitted out from this port. 

The contrast presented by this state of affairs with the practice of outfitting 
slave-trading expeditions heretofore so extensively carried on in this city is not 
less agreeable than novel. The salutary change in this respect which has been 
wrought by the suppression of the unlawful practices which have been so long a 
reproach to this community is deserving of observation. New York has for many 
years furnished peculiar facilities and advantages for organizing and outfitting 
tlave-trading expeditions. A large and populous maritime city, the resort of adven- 
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turers from other countries, within a few days’ sail of and in constant communica- 
tion with Havana, here have congregated the Spanish and Portuguese projectors 
of slave-trading voyages ; and here have they been enabled by a liberal expenditure 
of money to command all the requisite means for carrying into execution their 
nefarious purposes. In the purchase of suitable vessels they had here a wide field ; 
under the pretext of a legitimate trade with the West Coast of Africa, or of whaling 
voyages in the South Atlantic, it was a matter of no difficulty to despatch vessels 
from this or from other ports of the United States. If at any time the suspicions 
of the local authorities were aroused, it almost invariably happened that the 
vigilance of the police was eluded. If occasionally arrests or seizures happened to 
he made, some defect of process or deficiency of proof, or unfaithfulness on the part 
of the subordinate officers of justice, furnished a means of escape from the penalties of 
the law. When, indeed, accused parties were brought to trial, the well-known 
indisposition of juries to convict, even on clear evidence, secured, in advance, immu- 
nity to orainale insomuch that a prosecuting officer has declared in open court 
that in view of the then existing state of public sentiment in reference to such 
offences, and having regard to the severe penalties of the law, he deemed it inex- 
pedient to press cases to trial. 

It is, consequently, not to be wondered at that in the brief period of a little 
more than three years preceding 1862, out of about 170 slave-trading expeditions 
which are said to have been organized by parties who were constantly passing and 
re-passing between Havana and New York, and who made this city their head- 
quarters, no fewer than seventy-four vessels are known or believed to have cleared 
from New York, forty-three from other ports of the United States, forty from ports 
of Cuba, and the residue from European ports. 

The withdrawal in 1858 of the cruizers which had been stationed in the waters 
surrounding Cuba (against whose operations the clamour which was aroused at 
the time was excited by the slave-traders, and by parties in their interest) was 
followed during the succeeding three years by a more and extensive and active 
prosecution of the traffic than probably ever took place during any previous equal 
period of time. 

It was not until the present administration of the United States’ Government 
came into power that the laws for preventing the outfitting of slave-trading 
expeditions began to be enforced with effect. The efforts of the Federal Officers in 
detecting and bringing guilty parties to trial and punishment have doubtless been 
aided by the change of public sentiment which has been produced by tle secession 
of the Southern States, and the attempt at disruption of the Union. Nevertheless 
it has been mainly owing to the zealous and vigorous exertions of the Federal 
officers under the existing administration, and more especially of the present United 
States’ Marshal for the Southern district of New York, that the outfitting of slave- 
traders from this and neighbouring ports has been effectively checked. The 
conviction and execution of Captain Gordon of the “ Erie” in February 1862; the 
conviction and sentence of two other notorious offenders, one at Boston, and the 
other in this city ; the arrest of others long known to be actively cena in slave- 
trading expeditions, or the outfitting of vessels for the purpose, struck terror into 
the parties whose impunity had hitherto been assured by the laxity with which the 
laws relating to their crimes were administered. 

But the most efficacious agency for preventing the outfitting of slave-trading 
expeditions in the ports of this country, as well as for putting an end to the prosti- 
tution of the flag of the United States to the purposes of this inhuman traffic, will, 
I doubt not, be found in the provisions of the Treaty recently concluded between 
Great Britain and the United States for the more effectual suppression of the Slave 
Trade. The right of search of suspected vessels reciprocally granted to the cruizers 
of the two nations—a desideratum so long manifest—and tke establishment of a 
blockade of the coasts of Cuba under conditions which are not to be affected by the 
clamour of the slave-traders, cannot fail to be productive of those beneficial results 
which the Treaty wag designed to accomplish. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
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No. 139. 


Earl Russell to Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
(No. 7.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 25, 1863. 

{ TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a despatch, and its inclosure, from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington,* by which you will perceive that the United 
States’ Government have approved the Regulations prepared by Her Majesty’s 
Government for the guidance, in their technical part of their duties, of the Judges 
and Arbitrators appointed for carrying into effect the provisions of the Treaty of 
the 7th of April, 1862, between Her Majesty and the United States for the suppres- 
sion of the African Slave Trade. 

I have accordingly to desire that you will be guided by these Regulations in 
the adjudication of any cases that may be brought before you under the provisions 
of the Treaty in question. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) RUSSELL. 





No. 140. 


Her Majesty’s Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Received September 17.) 
(No. 13.) 


My Lord, New York, August 31, 1863. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge the recejpt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 6 of the 22nd July, transmitting, for our information and guidance, six copies 
of an Additional Article to the Treaty between Her Majesty and the United States 
of America for the suppression of the African Slave Trade, signed at Washington 
on the 17th of February last; together with copies of the Act of Parliament passed 
for carrying into effect the Additional Article in question. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) kK. M. ARCHIBALD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





No. 14]. 


Her Majesty's Commissioners to Earl Russell.—(Reveived September \7.) 
(No. 14.) 
My Lord, New York, August 31, 1863. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch 
No. 7 of the 25th ultimo, transmitting copies of a denpatsh and its inclosure, from 
Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington, acquainting us that the United States’ 
Government have approved the Regulations prepared by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment for the guidance, in the technical part of their duties, of the Judges and Arbi- 
trators appointed for carrying into effect the provisions of the Treaty of the 7th April, 
1862, between Her Majesty and the United States for the suppression of the African 
Slave Trade. 

In compliance with your Lordship’s instructions, we shall be guided by these 
Regulations in the adjudication of any cases that may be brought before us under 
the provisious of the Treaty in question. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
W. D. RYDER. 





* Class B, No. 27 (United States). 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS 





WEST COAST OF AFRICA STATION, 





No. 142. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, ‘« Rattlesnake,” off Lagos, November, 1862 

YOU will have been informed of my proceedings up to the 3rd instant, at 
which date | was at anchor at Ascension. I have now the honour to report my 
movements since that period :— 

I left Ascension on the evening of the 8th, under sail, and anchored off Cape 
Coast Castle on the morning of the 16th. The “Brisk” was at anchor, having 
arrived two days before with one of the mutineers condemned to be shot, by 
sentence of court-martial at Sierra Leone, which was carried into execution the 
morning before my arrival. | hope this severe example will prevent future outbreaks, 
and that both officers and men will hereafter endeavour, by their good conduct, to 
efface the stain cast upon the Gold Coast Corps. My arrival was well timed, and 
had a very good effect. 

I left the following morning, and anchored at Jellah Coffee, near Quittah, on 
the afternoon of the 17th. 

I visited Quittah, saw the Bremen Protestant missionary and palm-oil merchant, 
which latter carries on a good trade here. From these gentlemen I gathered much 
useful information about the Slave Trade in the neighbourhood ; and there is no 
doubt that slaves are shipped from this locality, particularly by a Portuguese 
named Lima, who has barracoons within ten miles of Quittah. ‘There is another 
Portuguese, about ten miles further to the eastward, who is supposed to be engaged 
in the same occupation. 

[have given directions to the cruizers stationed on this part to watch these 
places narrowly. Iam not sure that John Tay, at Jellah Coffee, is quite free from 
suspicion also. 

] arrived at Little Popoe on the morning of the 19th, and landed at noon, being 
received by the Chief and people with great honours and rejoicing. There is a 
strong feeling here in favour of the English, and a Dutch merchant even displays 
an English flag. I gave the people an English red ensign. 

From Little Popoe I went to Whydah, where no English officer has, I believe, 
landed for six years. After some trouble I sent a letter on shore to the Yervogah 
by a canoe, inclosing one to the King of Dahomey ; copies of which, as well as the reply 
of the former, are inclosed. The Yervogah was, no doubt, anxious for the King’s 
answer before receiving me, but | took advantage of a canoe belonging to the French 
establishment here and landed. From the beach I went up, accompanied by two 
officers, to the town of Whydah. I was most anxious to land here and make my 
own personal observations on the state of the place, as from the general report of 
every one Whydah was considered to be unapproachable, and hostile to England 
and the English. It was also very advisable that I should see whether any 
preparations had been made for opposing us in the event of our landing, because it 
was given out that the King of Dahomey had expressed himself in the strongest 
terms against any Englishman that should land in his country. 

We were carried in hammocks from the beach to Whydah, a distance of about 
two and a-half miles. A description of the route will be very necessary for many 
reasons, as there is much water to pass through. ; 
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From the beach the road is over about 500 yards of sand, where the first 
lagoon is approached; we then entered the water a short distance, until a large 
canoe was found afloat, into which we stepped. from our hammocks ; we then poled 
across 500 yards to the dry land on the other side; here we got into our hammocks 
again, and went a quarter of a mile, when we reached the second water. This is 
not a lagoon, but a large extent of marshy ground through which an opening has 
been cut to act as a road, about 15 feet wide. This passage is more or less deep 
according to the season, and the banks on each side are drv, even now ; when we 
crossed it was 4} feet deep, although the water is decreasing, and will, in a month, 
be not above 2 feet, as this is the dry season. This passage is long, I should say 
1,000 yards. We then came to the French factory, or fort, as it is called, at the 
town of Whydah, a further distance of nearly a mile, thus making the whole 
distance two and a-half miles. ‘ 

I could see no preparations whatever for resisting an attacking force; one old 
decayed gun, about a 4-pounder, was lying in the sand. with the trunnions resting 
on a piece of wood, and the muzzle pointing across the first piece of water towards 
the sea, as if to command it ; it moat be dangerous to fire this gun. On the beach 
at Whydah three decayed guns of different size and calibre were also resting’ on 
their trunnions in the same way, but could not be fired without bursting. Not an 
earthwork or defensible fort was seen anywhere. 

There are three factories on the beach—two Portuguese and one French—but 
no one resides there during the night. The clerks, or agents, return to Whydah in 
the evening, and come again in the morning. ‘The two Portuguese factories consist 
of large barracoons,—without doubt slave-barracoons,—as | found the remains of 
manioc, &c., in a kettle which had evidently been lately used. There are a few 
native houses, probably for the families of those who look after the barracoons at 
night. The French factory at Whydah is a large building surrounded by a high 
wall, and is capable of being defended, in the event of being attacked, by musketry 
only, but it could be set on fire and easily destroyed. The Portuguese factory, or 
fort, is much of the same description. 

The English fort, into which I went from the French factory, is much decayed 
since I last saw it. It could not, in its present state, accommodate more than 100 
men, with two officers. The walls are rotten, and although of some extent, still 
would be easily knocked down, being constructed of mud only, I was much disap- 
pointed in the appearance of the English fort; it is at present occupied by the 
Rev. Peter Wm. Bernasko, a native of Cape Coast Castle, and a Protestant 
missionary who goes from place to place. [le speaks English perfectly, and was 
of great use to me in my interview with the Yervogah, and in giving me much 
valuable information about Dahomey. Neither the French nor Portuguese have 
any territorial rights in this place; they are traders, like any one else who has 
permission to reside there. I sent my stick to the Yervogah to say I was coming to 
pay him a visit, which he returned with his own, with a message that he would be 
glad to see me. It is necessary in this country to follow the custom of the natives, 
and | knew the Yervogah required time to make his preparations for receiving me 
in state; while waiting for this, I went to the house of Domingo Martinez, the 
celebrated slave-dealer of twenty years’ notoriety. He was much alarmed when [ 
sent to say I was coming, but received me most civilly, and said that the King of 
Dahomey would receive me in a friendly manner. He is far from well, suffering 
from a complaint in his eyes. He lives in a large well-furnished house, with plenty 
of slaves about him, but has lost a great deal of money lately by being cheated by 
those in his employ. He says he has given up the Slave ‘Trade, but I doubt it. 
From this house we went back to the English fort, and from thence to the Yervogah, 
who was ready to receive me. His house is about a quarter of a mile from the fort. 
We were preceded by two of his head men, and | carried his stick. In front of his 
house were assembled 200 or 300 warriors, all armed with muskets, and a great crowd 
of people. These went through a variety of war-dances to do us honour. We 
entered the Yervogah’s house, and in an immense court found two great umbrellas 
spread, and his personal attendants waiting. In a small room off the court were 
seated in state the Yervogah and Prince Chudattory, brother of the King of Dahomey. 
1 shook both cordially by the hand, and we then sat down. Our conversation 
was about various matters connected with the wish of England to be on 
terms with every one, particularly with the King of Dahomey, if he would accept 
our friendship. I did not enter into questions relative to the Slave Trade, as 
this was merely a friendly visit. The Yervogah said that my letter had been 
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sent to Abomey, and that the King would return back an answer in a few 
days. He seemed pleased, and so did the people, when I told him | had landed 
there and dined with the Yervogah twice in former years. 

The brother of the King of Dahomey is a remarkably handsome person, very 
tall, a good expression of countenance, and as black asa coal; I have never seen an 
African so deeply black as he is. 

After the usual ceremonies of drinking water, &c., we went away and were 
escorted back to the fort, surrounded by an immense concourse of people, all cheering, 
dancing, and firing muskets and pistols: this continued inside the fort, and | 
distributed cowries to the people, according to custom; | also made them a 
“dash” of rum. 

Altogether my visit was most satisfactory, and will, I think, tend to wipe away 
any wrong impressions which the slave-dealers here are interested in spreading 
abroad. | was obliged to remain on shore all night, as the surf was too bad to 
return on board. 1 lelt my boats at Whydah, in consequence of a Brazilian brig 
having made her appearance off the coast, and sailed on the 23rd, anchoring 
off Lagos the following morning, “ Brisk” in company. ‘ Wrangler” was here 
also, and [ sent her the same day to the South Coast, St. Helena, and Ascension, 
to return to the North Coast, where she will be stationed. 

| brought from Ascension a life-boat cutter for Lagos, and also a case of plants 
for Kew. 

I went myself in the “ Advance” tug belonging to Mr. Mc Coskry on the 
morning of the 25th instant. ‘The bar was favourable, with from twelve to fifteen 
feet of water over it. J] saw the Governor, also Lieutenant Glover of the “ Handy,” 
and I visited King Docemo, also Kosoko and Tappa, who have only lately returned 
to Lagos. Everything is quiet as far as Lagos is concerned, but the Chiefs and 
people of Abbeokuta still show an inclination to be unfriendly. Mr. Freeman is in 
correspondence with them on the subject, and | hope they will be induced to listen 
to reason, and return to their former good understanding. Should this not be the 
case, something must be done to force them; but I shall not sanction hostilities of 
any kind without further directions on the subject. 

I am certain that much may be effected by a fair and open way of proceeding. 
We should have both sides of the question, and if the Abbeokutans would receive 
a proper messenger from us, aman who thoroughly understands African manners 
and customs, | feel confident that a peaceful solution of all difficulties would be the 
result. 

I am afraid the missionaries at Abbeokuta and the authorities at Lagos do 
not understand each other, or rather that they do not act cordially together in the 
present misunderstanding. This is to be deplored, as the missionaries, particularly 
Mr. ‘Townsend, have great influence at Abbeckuta from long residence and other 
causes. 

They naturally take the part of their old friends, and consider all acts that are 
not in their favour as evincing a spirit of hostility towards them. 

Abbeokuta, in their opinion, must be right in everything, and if the authorities 
at Lagos have even just cause of complaint, it is not listened to, because Abbeokuta 
is the friend of England, and can do no wrong. 

They have been spoiled by too much forbearance, and a wholesome lesson 
would do them good. 

There is scarcely any authority at Abbeokuta now the old Chiefs have died off, 
and affairs are now in the hands of parties who have different views of things, and 
wish to return to despotic power. 

I shall communicate with the Governor of Lagos on the subject, and do all in 
my power to bring them to reason. 

Lagos is much improved, and there is now a good show of handsome houses, &c. 

The “ Brune” has sprung a leak, and all the provisions and stores will, | am 
afraid, be more or less damaged. I have given directions to Lieutenant Glover to 
land them as quickly as possible, and before I came here he had hired a store at the 
rate of 401. per month (which is enormous), taking it only for a fortnight. As this 
will never do, I have induced the Governor to lend us a place to store them, until a 
proper shed can be erected at the cost of about 50/. This seems the most desirable 
way of taking care of them, as the value of the stores on board will be, I should 
think, 2,000/. 

There is no doubt that the Slave Trade is still carried on with the Brazils, and 
that cargoes are shipped at Bahia and Rio de Janeiro. 
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I have been told this by the master of a French schooner, who has been employed 
himself on this service. 

The Brazilian Government, of course, is not aware of this, but it would be as 
well to communicate with the Brazilian Minister in London on the subject. 

There was a steamer that shipped a cargo of 560 slaves to the westward of 
igs on the 20th October, with French colours flying. She is supposed to be 
very last. 

We have Treaties with Aghwey and Great Popoe for the suppression of the 
Slave Trade, and I shall visit these places concerning the shipment of the slaves 
above-mentioned, 


_ [have nothing further to add, excepting that from Whydah I shall return to 
Sierra Leone for my letters, &c. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure | in No. 142. 
Commodore Wilmot to the King of Dahomey. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Whydah, November 20, 1862. 

I HAVE arrived at Whydah, the sea-port of your Majesty's dominions, on my way to visit the ships of the 
Queen of England in the Bight of Benin. . 

It gives me great pleasure to salute your Majesty in the name of my august Sovereign Queen Victoria, who 
wishes you health, prosperity, aud real happiness. 

It was my good fortune to be well acquainted with your late father, who was always the friend of the 
white man. 

In the year 1851, as Commander of a British cruizer, I wrote to the late King on the subject of the Slave 
Trade and the establishment of legitimate commerce, which was received in good part and as an act of friendship. 

Your father was pleased to receive me very kindly on two occasions when I landed at Whydah in 1851, in 
company with an accredited Agent, or Consul, who was permitted to reside in the English fort. 

Your high officers, the Yervogahs and Cabooceers, paid us every attention, for which we were thankful, and 
we earnestly prayed that these acts of friendship might continue. 

The death of your father was a severe blow for Africa, because in bis heart he believed that the words of the 
white man sere words of truth, spoken in honesty and sincerity of heart to do good to your country, and make it 
prosper. 

Alas that your Majesty has not followed in the steps of your enlightened father! If you had done so, your 
country would now have been prosperous, and yourself and subjects happy, in the knowledge of doing good, as well 
as rich by the profits of agriculture. 

Would that your Majesty had listened to the voice of reason and justice ! 

If you area great King, show an example worthy of a great King. Leave off these inhuman sacrifices, which 
are a curse upon your country, and the detestation of every civilized nation in the world. 

By what right do you take the lives of your own people, your own flesh and blood I speak plainly to your 
Majesty, because | would be your friend rather than your enemy, not from any fear of meeting you face to face. 
and telling you what I think, but because my Sovereign and the English uation hate war, and would be sorry for 
the slaughter of your people in an unjust cause. 

Does the blood of your victims in any way make you happy, or make you a greater King than you otherwise 
would be if their lives were spared, and they were employed in peaceful and legitimate trade ? 

Shame to the great King of Dahomey that he pollutes his reign by such unworthy cruelties and horrors ! 

Give up also the Slave Trade, and listen to the voice of reason and humanity. Instead of selling your 
countrymen and bringing a curse upon your nation, employ them upon the soil, and in collecting the produce of 
your rich and fertile country. You will be far more wealthy in a few years by doing so, than by capturing and 
selling your people. 

There is one great and supreme God in the skies above your head, who will judge you in another world. 
You cannot live for ever; where will you go to when you die? Has this thought ever vecurred to you} You 
have power now for good or evil. If you do good you may be happy hereafter, for assuredly vou will rise again to 
be judged. If you do evil, then will your spirit never rest, and in the next world you will regret in vain that you 
had not listened to the words of your real friends, the * white meu.” 

I wish your Majesty good health, and shall be happy to pay you a visit, if you feel disposed to receive me in 
a friendly manner. 

J earnestly hope that the words in this letter may be interpreted wre Baieey literally and without fear. 

have, Qe, 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 142. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Yervoyah of Whydah. 


r “ Rattlesnake,” off Whydah, November 20, 1862. 
INCLOSED is a letter which I shall feel obliged by your forwarding by the earliest opportunity to the 
King of Dahomey. . , . 
lam anxious to pay you a visit at Whydah, and shall expect that you will be prepared to receive me with 
honour, kindness, and friendship. 
I have arrived upon the coast and taken command of the ships of Her Majesty the Queen of England. 
I take this opportunity of wishing you health and happiness. 


Yours, &e. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


— 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 142. 
The Yervogah of Whydah to Commodore Wilmot. 


Whydah, Norember 20, 1862. 

YOUR letter dated to day I have received, and have heard all the contents of it, and I shall send your kind 
letter to the King of Dahomey to-day, but one thing am going to beg you, only to wat for little to receive the 
answer from King of Dahomey. The reason why I tell you to wait for awhile, because am just going to send the 
letter to the King. and know what he should answer. 

I am very much glad for your kind letter written to ask of my healthy, and the King of Dahomey ; am just 
going to despatch the messenger to the King, and send you immediately the answer. 

Been as you has written me that you shall give out your visit, | am very glad, but I shall receive you with 
kindness and comfortable. With regarding to your requested that you shall call here as visit, 1 feel much happy, but 
soon as the messenger returns from Dahomey, and we have learned all what King says, then you shall proceed 
to Dahomey at once. 

I remain, my dear Sir, with my kind compliments to you and all. The Prince Chedatone joins me the same, 
hoping you are in a good estate of condition. 

(Signed) CABOCEER AVOOGAH. 





No. 143. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” at Sea, October 17, 1862. 

| HAVE the honour to report that on the 15th October I detained and sent in 
charge of Lieutenant Murray to Sierra Leone for trial, a barque of about 280 tons, 
sailing under the Netherlands flag, and stated to be the ‘‘ June.” 

My reasons for detaining the vessel were as follows, viz. :— 

1. Though claiming to be a Netherlands ship and sailing from a Netherlands 
port, no register was produced from home port, the register bearing date Curacoa, 
April 1862, since which time the vessel was admitted to have been for some weeks 
at Rotterdam. 

2. No manifest or port clearance from Rotterdam or Helvoctsluys, the last 
port of sailing from. 

3. No certificate of bond for the large quantity of water-casks on board. 

4. No clearance or documents from Elmina, at which port the “ Jane” was 
stated to have called on her way out. 

The above-mentioned reasons, with many minor circumstances, induced me to 
detain the “ Jane,” as I did not believe she would be able to show proof of her claim 
to the flag assumed. 

It was after careful consideration that I arrived at the above conclusion, as 
heretofore this flag has been above all suspicion, so much so that on most occa- 
sions any vessel showing the Netherlands flag has not been visited. 

J may add that before sending this ship to Sierra Leone, I removed from her 
at their own request two people stating themselves to be passengers for the Congo; 
on one of these was found a copy of the charter-party of the slave-ship “ Nightingale. 
The supercargo of the “Jane” admitted to me that his ship had been chartered on 
much the same plan, that is to say, with the option to purchase before the charter 
expired. 

Unfortunately after 1 landed these passengers I learned that one of them had 
been known on this coast as the Captain of the ‘ Nightingale,” and also that the 
supercargo was recognized as the Captain of the ‘‘ John Boynton,” a noted slave-ship 
on this coast. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 144. 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, * Espoir,” Loanda, November 6, 1862. 
ON the 2nd instant, being about 12’ south of Mangue Grande, I boarded and 
detained a launch sailing under Portuguese colours, and claiming to be the “ He,” 
or“ E.” This launch had on board at the time of capture a cargo of ground nuts, 
oil, beans, and farinha, two Portuguese, and 5 slaves. 
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She was stated to be bound from the Congo to St, Paul de Loanda, but could 
prognee no manifest for cargo, or any passport or certificate for slaves on board. 
Tnder these circumstances, deeming she ha infringed the Treaty between Great 
Britain and Portugal of July 3rd, 1842, | towed her into Loanda, and placed her at 
the disposal of the Mixed Commission on the 5th instant. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHCLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 145. 
Lieutenant Lefroy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Investigator,” Sierra Leone, December 21, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of my despatch concerning the Niger 
Expedition, for their Lordships’ information, as I know it will not be possible for 
the Commodore to forward those | sent him by this mail. 

| have, &c. 
(Signed) B. L. LEFROY. 





Inclosure in No. 145. 
Lieutenant Lefroy to Cummodore Edmonstone 


Sir, * Investigator,” Logos Roads, October 26, 1862. 

IN compliance with orders received from you. relative to the Niger Expedition, dated 4th August, which 
orders I received from the senior officer on the 26th August, on the following day being manned, coaled, and 
provisioned by Her Majesty's ship * Brisk,” I started for Fernando Po, to pick up the remainder of Dr. Baikie’s 
goods, and fill up with coals. Arrived off the Nun river on the evening of the 31st, and communicated with 
Iler Majesty's ship “ Brisk.” On the following morning received provisions, and took Mr. MeCoskry’s large 
boat in tow with coals. On the afternoon of the same day, having Captain Luce, R.N., on bourd, I proceeded 
over the Nun bar, and found it very heavy. Anchored for the night off the Rev. Mr. Crowther's Missionary 
Establishment, which gentleman came on board, and begged a passage for himself and thirty-six of his followers, 
as far as the Confluence. which request I considered judicious to grant. On the 2nd September I commenced the 
ascent of the Niger. When about two miles up, stopped, and Cuptain Luce left for the Brass River. Proceeded 
at full speed. Found this part of the river low, swampy, and lined by the mangrove as far as Sunday Sound 
Passed a few small, wretched villages, the water washing round them. At 630 P.M. anchored a mile above 
Akeddo, having made twenty-eight miles current, about two and a-half knots. 

Wednesday, September 3.—Got under weigh at 5°30 a.m. General aspect of country same as day 
previous. Ground gradually becoming more elevated. Passed the hostile villages, Ketema, which we found 
temporarily deserted, the inhabitants having retired into the bush at our approach. After passing, observed 
numbers of men returning to the town with muskets, and shortly after heard report, and saw smoke of, I think, 
a 6-pounder. Passed the villages of Opuhporome ; they saluted with three guns, and seemed glad to see us, 
the Chief pulling after us to Angama, which place I stopped at for a few minutes, as a Treaty had been made 
by “ Bloodhound” in November 1860. ‘They seemed anxious to communicate, and appeared disappointed we 
were not a trade ship. The factory is still standing, and they hope for trade again. They told me they were 
very angry with the traders trom Brass, as they consider they were the means of the factory being broken up, 
for which cause they will not trade with them. At all th2 other villages we observed canoes from Brass laden 
with palm oil, Betwecn Asasi and Tuesday Sound, where the “Expoir"’ got aground, we had 3} fathoms, 
Most of the villages hoisted a white flay, and the natives of all stood on the banks as we passed. At 6 P.M. 
anchored about two miles above Lahogrega. Made forty-four miles ; strong current against us all day. 

September 4—Started at 5°30 a.m. Passed the ho-tile villages of Oloberi, also those of Imblamah, which 
had white flags up, and the natives stood fearlessly on the river bank. The village of Aghera, which fired on 
* Rainbow,’ had a white flag hoisted. I also ovserved canoes from Brass with pulm-oil casks. After passing 
Aghera, I found less current in centre of river. Found it very hot on bridge up to 1 30 P.m., when we had a 
sharp shower, which reduced the temperature in shade from 90° to 84°. Above Truro Island the aspect uf the 
country changes, trees are not so numerous, with a fine expanse of water; the first grase-land we passed at 
2 p.m., and although not actually clear of the Delta, yet it is a decided improvement on the sameness of the 
lower part of the river, 3°30, heavy tornado; wind not so violent as at sea, but torrents of rain; it lasted 
some ume. Abreast of second grass-land, the country becomes more open ; trees of a larger description present 
themselves, aud, as we near Ibo, the river expands considerably. Anchored at 6°30 2.m. off Abis Farm. Made 
forty-two miles. 

, September 5.—Started at 5°30 a.m. ; thermometer 73° Fahrenheit. Passed Ebo carly. This is the furthest 
town up the river to trade with by the brass merchants, and evidently the Liverpool of the Delta, as it has a 
large trade up and down the river, Pussed the town of Asonaro, which is at war with Ebo ; also Abenso, from 
where we observed, for the first time, land of a mountainous nature in the distance. Here the river gets broad 
and noble-looking. We arrived at 6°15 at Mitsha, and sent some of Mr. Crowther’s party on shore, Made 
forty-cizht miles; fond the current very strong here. L . 

September 6.—Siarted from Onitsha at 5°45 a.m.; thermometer 75°. Heard that Aju, Chief of Ebo, was 
dead, tue man that plundered Mr. Laird’s factory in 1860, and that tried to detain Mr. Southwick when sent 
on shore from “ Espoir.” ‘The first open land appeared below Miller Point, above Walker Island. The river 
in broud, but rather shallow. Monte Video esate was scarcely visible, owing to the cloudiness of the 
atmosphere, Thermometer at noon 84°, and at 3 p.w. 89° in the shade. We generaily have a smart shower 
each ufternoon, which cools the air. The current has not been so strong to-day, owing to ——" being 
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straighter; we have been going eight knots. Just above Agane a large sheet of water presents itself. and 
the land around us very mountainous. Passed several large canoes going down the river. Anchored at 6°30 p.m. 
near the head of Arka Island, having made fifty-two miles. 

Srpiember 7 —Stated at 5°30 a.m.: thermometer 74° in shade. At 7 a.m. passed the large town of 
Iddah, werene to contain upwards of 10,0C0 inhabitants, situated on a pretty hill 127 feet in height. There 
is alarge plain on the south side. The houses are round, and the natives dressed in the blue cloth of the 
country. This place might be made the key of the Niger, as the deep water channel is very narrow, so that the 
town entirely commands i*. Igara is the name of the country, and the King of Iddah’s territory reaches as 
far as the Confluence. The scenery about Shooter's Sound is of a fine picturesque description ; hills, thickly 
wooded valleys, und mountains steep and rocky. Mount Preedy, in the distance, is conical shaped, about 800 feet 
in height. The natives have been down on the banks in great numbers as we passed. The country here might 
be turned to good account, and, from what I have heard, the natives would be glad to work the ground, only 
they are prevented by fear of King Massaba, who sends down his horsemen in the dry season, and takes them 
for slaves. The band opposite Beuuford Sound grows guinea corn, and the island itself has several farms on it. 
The navigation here is very unpleasant, owing to the number of rocks, and some of them a wash. From Beauford 
Sound upward the country still continues mountainous, and of a very rocky nature. Current strong. About 
four knots from Maconachee Sound I first observed Mount Patte, at the foot of which Dr. Baikie has his settle- 
ment. culled by the natives Lukoya. At 5:20 p.m. landed the Rev. Mr. Crowther and party at Igbeba 
(Confluence), and then proceeded to Dr. Baikie’s place, three miles higher up, and on the west side of the 
river; anchored and sent the gg on shore. Found Dr. Baikie was not there; men who had been left in charge 
of his place said he had gone up the country, but could not say in what direction more than that he left for 
Hida last September. and had not since been heard of. 

September 9.—Came to the determination it was only wasting time remaining at the Confluence ; determined 
to proceed to Rabba, as I was unlikely to gain any information respecting Dr. Baikie here, and knowing King 
Massaba could give me every particular of his whereabouts, and also in case of my not seeing him I would 
have a responsible Chief with whom to leave his goods. Weighed at 5 a.m., and found a great difference not 
having the boat in tow, being able to go 9°8 knots. The country to-day is flat, splendid ground for rice. The 
river up here was much flooded. At 5°20 p.m, anchored off Egga: sent messenger to the King requesting he 
would send fresh beef and wood in the morning, which he promised. Made seventy-five miles this day. 

September 10.—Remained ut anchor till 1°30 p.at., in hopes of getting some wood, but it came off in such 
small quantities, and the charges were so exorbitant, I did not consider myself justified in purchasing it. At 
1:30 p.m. proceeded up the river. At 5°15 p.m. anchored off a small village called Ezhon, and sent kroomen 
on shore to cut wood, which they did all night. 

September 11.—5'15 a.m. Started this day: having come to the last of Lieutenant Glover's charts that 
are printed, we had to proceed with more caution, as Lieutenant Allen's charts are of little service owing to 
their being on such a small seale. Anchored for the night off Pascha, 

Septemelir 12.—Started for Kabba at 8 a.m. Rain in the morning, very heavy. The natives here seem 
much F better featured, and not so dark as the coast men. The women rub a kind of fine red clay over 
their bodies. At 1 P.M. anchored off Rabba, well clear of the shore. It is situated on high ground, with red 
cliffs close to it. ‘The King of Rabba sent messengers off to salute me. and Massaba’s headman also called on me. 
Made arrangements for sending a messenger to King Massaba, who was encamped five days’ journey from 
Rabba, informing him of my arrival, and requesting that he would send horses, as | intended paying him a 
visit. 

From the 12th to the 17th September nothing of importance occurred: remained at anchor waiting for 
horses. On the afternoon of the latter date the messenger arrived with them; but owing to an attack of fever 
I was unable to start till the 19th, when we commenced our journey, and reached the village of Moqua, our 
party consisting of Mr. Southwick, Acting Second Master, five kroomen, three guides, and myself. Started on 
the following morning at 7 a.m. for Inguma, a town distant about twenty miles. On the way met War Chiets, 
sent by King Massaba to conduct me to him, accompanied by one of Dr. Baikie’s men. who spoke English ; 
pissed through tracks of cultivated land, consisting chiefly of guinea corn and cotton, the latter parficularly is 
raised in great abundance through these districts. Reached Inguma at noon, having travelled during the day in 
a northerly direction. ‘This town is situated on a very fine river called Accoa, with a bridge across it. 

On the 21st September reached the town of Baga, twelve miles distant from Inguma, still proceeding 
northward, the country wild, and uncultivated bush laud and high grass, road so narrow, only admitting the 
passage of one horse. 

On the 22nd September arrived at the large town of Egbey, containing about 6,000 inhabitants, some 
fourteen miles from the town we stopped at the night previous; country less wooded, and of a more level 
description than that we travelled through the day before. Ejbey is situated on a smull stream called Damba. 
Our route this day lay in a northerly direction. 

On the 23rd hud a long dreary ride of twenty-six miles under a scorching sun, through a forest of small 
trees; saw quantities of monkeys and beautiful birds. Arrived at 5 p.m. at the village Tanga Auxallos, on the 
River Manullar, a very fine-looking stream. We are out of Nupe country to-day, and are now in Ebbé. All the 
villages we passed through have been lately taken by Massaba. Sent this morning my messenger on to the 
King, to inform him of my approach. Our Journey this day still continued in a north-easterly direction. 

Septenber 24.—Feeling rather ill this morning I was much pleased to think this day would terminate my 
tedious journey, but was sadly disappointed at reaching Lucalvo to find the King’s messenger waiting to inform 
me it was his wish that I should proceed no further that day, but remain and sleep for the night. We travelled 
twelve miles in a northerly direction. 

September 25.—At 7 a.m. started for the camp called Eddo; met a number of War Chiefs on horseback sent 
to meet me. Arrived at 11 a.m., when the King sent to salute me, and said if I wished he would see me at 
once, but not being prepared I appointed 4 P.m., and employed the interval in getting ready his presents. At 
4, Mr. Southwick and myself, accompanied by a guard of five kroomen, together with the Head Chief and 
others the King had sent me to escort me to his presence, proceeded to the King’s house, where we found 
him sitting on a mat, and another spread with cushions for Mr. Southwick and myself. He is a fine-looking 
man, and from the great name he bears just the mun | expected to see. We hada little palaver and exchange 
of compliments, after which I presented him with the presents I brought. He seemed week. pleased with the cout 
of mail, and said it showed him he was not forgotten in England. He then requested me to go and see his sons, whom 
I found in great numbers with the second King, ready to receive me ; some of them were remarkably fine men. I 
was then presented with some cola-nuts in accordance with the custom of the country, which broke up the palaver, 
and I returned to King Massaba, with whom I had a long palaver about Dr. Baikie. He informed me that he 
had gone to Kano after the papers and effects of a Dr. Vogel, who had been murdered there, and that he had 
recovered the papers; the King had given him horses and men, but did not seem pleased at his going, whether 
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through fear of harm coming to him. or that he should go on to Socatoo, and remain there, I could not find out 
(as the Sultan of that place is more powerful than Massaba), the latter being tributary to him. The camp here 
is on a very large scale; and I have been informed he has upwards of 5,000 horsemen: his reason for being 
encamped is on account of an order from the Sultan of Socatoo to open the road between Bida and Socatoo, is 
the messengers were frequently robbed and murdered passing between those places, so that Massaba has taken 
the whole country, dethroning the Kings, and placing guards of his own men in their towns, Came twelve 
miles in a northerly direction this day. The camp is situated near a river called Talaware, and the country 
named Combalie. 

Fi iday, September 26.—Had a long palaver with the King to-day ; he spoke a good deal about Dr. Baikie, 
and again expressed his dissatisfaction at him going away, and not returning in time for the ship. as he had 

romised. I read to him a letter from the Governor of Lagos; and he replied, “It is yood,” and promised on 

is return to Bida he would open a road to Lagos. He thin informed me he was going to send a large present 
to the ship. consisting of two bullocks, ten sheep, yams, honey, rice. butter, &e., for which I, of course, thanked 
him. He then placed me in a very awkward position by asking me for a ship's revolver I brought up for my 
protection. I informed him it was not my property, but belonged to Government: when he immediately replied, 
~ Your Government will not mind my having it.” So on consideration I thought it impolitic to refuse him 
before so many of his Chiefs, so I took the responsibility of presenting it, trusting my conduct in doing so would 
on consideration meet the approbation of the Commodore. 

Saturday, September 27.—In the course of the day the King sent six of his yreat War Chiefs on horseback 
to my house; they certainly were ferocious-looking fellows, but the quautity of dress, both on men and horses, 
must render them useless in battle. He has 250 like them, and they only stand still in battle to frighten the 
enemy. 

Called on the King in the afternoon, and he told me he felt sure I would neither hear nor see Dr. Baikie 
this year, but promised to send his letters to Lagos whenever he received an auswer, as he had sent a messenger 
to Dr. Baikie on my arrival, with the letters and despatches I had brought up for him. 

P From September 27 to October 2, nothing of importance occurred, | being ill from an attack of fever most 
of the time. 

On the morning of the 2nd, called on the King to wish him farewell. He sent a Chief, and one of 
Dr. Baikie’s men, who understood English, to accompany me to Rabba, to take charge of Dr. Baikie’s things. 
Arrived at noon at Lucoloo, where I remained for the night. 

From the 3rd to the 7th of October I again travelled the same road as I came up, so there is nothing of 
importance to relate. On the afternoon of the 7th [ again reached the ship, and felt very pleased at finding all 
well on board. 

Oct.ber 8.—My Kroomen, and the Chief that Massaba had sent, arrived, so made preparations for proceeding 
down the river on the following day. Had a long palaver with the Chief, who informed me it was King 
Massal a's intention to conquer the country right down to the mouth of the river for trade under his protection. 

Thursday, Octol er 9.—Weighed at 6 a.m., and proceeded close ta the shore, landed forty-nine articles 
belonging to Dr. Baikie, and gave them in charge of a Chief called Sonafadder. This Chief then came off, and 
we had another long palaver, which detained me till 1 p.x., at which time a messenger from King Massaba 
arrived, informing me that the King bad heard from Dr, Baikie, and that he was on his way back to the cemp, 
and requested me to wait a few days longer ; but this 1 knew would be of no use, as I could not possibly get an 
answer from the camp under ten days; and the water having already fallen 2 feet 7 inches, I did not consider 
myself justified in remaining another hour. At 1°30 p.m. started from Rabba; found it difficult to steam with 
wood: made thirty-five miles, 

October 10,—Anchored at Fgga, and sent on shore a messenger from King Massaba to order some wood. 
Remained at Egga Suturday and Sunday receiving wood. 

On the morning of the 183th started for the Confluence, and arrived there at 5 p.m.; picked up coal-boat. 
Anchored off Dr. Baikie’s Settlement tor the night 

October 14,—Weizhed, and proceeded to Ighehe, where I remained until the 19th wooding ship, and 
waiting for any despatches that might by chance come down from Dr. Uaikie. 

October 19.—I was so ill the doctur advised my returning down the river. Started for the mouth of the 
river: made sixty-three miles. 

October 20.—Anchored off Onitsha, and filled up with wool. 

October 21.—Proceeded down the river, and unchored seven miles below Ebo; made twenty-three miles. 
Found the river here had not fallen; in fact, it was more flooded than on our ascent. 

Octuber 22.—Started for the mouth of the river, at which place we anchored at 5 e.m., having marie 
111 miles, 

October 23.—Remained at Akass:, and completed with wood and prepared for sea, 

October 24.—At 5 a.m. started to cross the Nun bar, which we found very smooth. ?roceeded for Lagos ; 
weather very favourable. : 

October 25.—Proceeding for Lagos, in the outer rvads of which place we anchored at 7°15 P.M. 

lam happy to state that during the fifty-three days Her Majesty’s ship “ Investigator” wax up the river, the 
health of the ship’s company was exceedingly good, only a few cases of slight fever occurring, and that amongst 
the men received from Her Majesty's ship “ Brisk.” who had not been accustomed to river-work, my own 
men remaining perfectly er. . . : 

Owing to the clearness and correctness of Lieutenant Glover's charts, the services of Mr. Southwick as Pilot 
were not required, he, however, was most zealous and useful on many other waa ‘. P 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) B. LL. LEFROY. 





No. 146. 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, ‘* Espoir,” at Sea, September 22, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report that on the 20th instant I detained and destroyed 
a small schooner called the “ Britannia.” 
On the 19th of September, being at Cabinda, I observed a small schooner at 
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anchor close to the shore; on sending on board her no papers or colours were 
produced by the only person on board, a native. The vessel was found to be 
dismantled, no sails on board, or rigging; in the hold were six small casks of oil 
and a quantity of plank. 

On the boarding officer returning on board, and reporting these circumstances 
to me, | sent an officer and men to take charge of the vessel until some account 
should be given of her. 

The next morning, at daylight, [ caused her to be towed alongside; there was 
now an Englishman on board of the name of Mabbs, who had come off the previous 
evening, and shown to the boarding officer a certificate, copy of which I inclose. 

On my questioning the man Mabbs, he stated he was a sailmaker in the employ 
of Mr. Mecham. The schooner belonged to Mr. Mecham; that he had nothing 
to do with the vessel, only as he was employed by the house, he had come off to see 
what the boarding-boat wanted ; he did not know of any more papers relating to 
the vessel; he did not think she had any colours, she had come to Cabinda to be 
repaired, and she had been there five weeks. 

The “ Britannia” was a vessel 70 feet long, and capable of carrying at least 
100 slaves for a sea voyage. The quantity of plank she had on board, as well as 
the irregularity of her papers, induced me to destroy her, as she was not fit for the 
voyage to St. Helena. 

The name “ Britannia” was painted on a picce of tin nailed on the stem, and | 
would beg to point out there is no description by which the vessel might be proved 
to be the same as that to which the declaration produced referred to. 

I have, &e 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


No. 147. 


Commodore Edmonstone to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker, October 22, 1862. 


Report on Slave Trade on the West Coast between October 1, 1861, and 
September 30, 1862. 


{See Class A, presented 1263, No, 124.) 





No. 148. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, 43, York Crescent, Clifton, Bristol, January 23, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
22nd instant, with its inclosure (herewith returned), calling for any observations 
that | may have to offer in reference to the measures proposed by Lieutenant Stokes 
and myself to obtain redress from the Chiefs and natives in the River Benin for 
outrages committed on the factory of Mr. Henry, merchant; and, in reply, beg to 
state that | am of opinion only two courses are open for such purpose, viz., either 
to punish the natives by force, or induce our merchants to withdraw pro tem. from 
any intercourse and trade with the inhabitants. 

“ From the peculiar nature of the river, with its narrow and intricate checks, 
any hostile attack must be attended with considerable risk, as occurred on a former 
occasion when some loss was sustained without a sufficient result; and I believe 
the natives would feel as much, if not more, the effects of a stoppage of their 
trade. 

This plan was carried out with good effect in the Calabar River; but there the 
merchants, having their factories principally afloat, merely dropped down the 
stream for a short time. 

If the merchants in the Benin could also be induced strictly to abstain from all 
commercial intercourse with the natives, then a temporary blockade would be 
decidedly necessary to prevent their trade from passing into other hands. 

As circumstances, however, might .have been considerably altered since my 
letter of the 6th of October was written, I would respectfully suggest that this 
point should be left to the judgment of the Senior Officer on the spot. 

J have, &ce. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 
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No. 149. 


Commander De Walsh to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 
Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” off Whydah, January 5, 1863. 
| HAVE the honour to inform you that no despatches are forwarded by this 
mail, on account of the absence of Commodore Wilmot on a visit to the King of 
Dahomey at Abomey. 

I have learnt, through Mr. Dawson, a native merchant at this place, that 
the Commodore has been very well received by the King and people, and that the 
visit is likely to lead to results satisfactory towards the suppression of the Slave 
Trade on this part of the coast. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. A. DE WALSH. 





No. 150. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” Sierra Leone, February 12, 1863. 

IN forwarding the inclosed letter, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, | would beg to observe that as the schooner ‘* Lagos” 
appeared to be of American build, | suspected her of fraudulently assuming the 
French flag. Her proceedings are most suspicious. The master of the vessel, who 
was reported to the boarding-officer as dead on his first visit, appeared the next 
day alive. The natives at Shark’s Point stated positively that she had slaves on 
board; but as she had French papers and colours she could not be searched, and 
will, no doubt, run a cargo of slaves with impunity. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure in No. 150. 
Lieutenant Adeane to Captain Bickford. 


Sir, « Narcissus,” off Shark's Point Congo River, January 15, 1863. 

IN pursuance of your orders I last night visited the French brigantine “ Lagos,” of seventy tons. On 
getting alongside the captain objected to my going on board, and brought a French ensign, saying that was his 
protection. I however went on board, and, explaining what my duty was, obtained the following information:— 

That the captain was dead, the chief mate being in charge. That her cargo were negroes, 50 of which were 
already on board \this was told me by the acting captain of the * Layos”). [did not see the negroes. 

She lett Whydah on the 2nd of December, where she had left the “ Rattlesnake” and “ Iirisk” at anchor, 
the Commodore having just returned from Abomey. 

I found his papers and log correct, to all appearances bond fide French. 

Having inserted my name in his log, I left her. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) E. 8S. ADEANE. 


« Narcissus,” f Shark's Point, Congo River, January 15, 1863. 
Submitted for the information of the Commander-in-chief, this vessel having been visited in consequence of 
her suspicious appearance, and being in a notorious slave-trading locality. 


(Sigued) J. G. BICKFORD. 





No. 151. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


‘« Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 7° \’ &., Long. 12° 34 E., 
Sir, October 31, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that I this day caused to be boarded the 
barque “ Ann and Mary,” belonging to the United States. Her papers being found 
correct, and no complaint being made, she was — a eoreon on her voyage. 

ave, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


Crass A. 2F 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 151. 


Cummander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


. “ Espoir,” Kinsembo, October 25, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I this day caused to be boarded the barque * Swallow,” belonging to 
the United States. Her papers being found correct, and no complaint being made, she was allowed to proceed 
on her voyage. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


Sir, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 151. 


Commander Hoskins to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 6’ S., Long. 12° 40' E.. 
Sir, September 24, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the American barque “ Nye” has this day been boarded by a boat from 
ller Majesty's ship under my command, for the verification of her nationality. 


The boarding officer's Report is herewith inclosed. 
I have, &c. 


(Signed ) A. H. HOSKINS. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 151. 
Lieutenant Lang to Commander Hosksns. 


“ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 6’ S., Long. 12° 40' E., 
September 24, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report that, in obedience to your orders, I this day, accompanied by Mr. R. J. Hughes, 
Midshipman, boarded the American barque “ Nye,” of New Bedford. 
I examined the register of the vessel, which was apparently correct. 


The master did not wish that any notation should be made in the log, nor did he made any complaint. 
I have, Ke. 
(Signed) Cc. L. LANG. 


(Signed) R, J. Hucues, Midshipman, accompanying Visiting Officer. 


Sir, 





Inclosure 4 in No. 151. 
Commander Hoskins to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 0' S., Long. 10° 39’ E., 
Sir, October 25, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the American brig “ Leonidas” has this day been boarded by a boat 
from Her Majesty's ship under my command, for the verification of her nationality. 


The boarding officer’s Report is herewith inclosed. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 151. 


Lieutenant Farquharson to Commander Hoskins. 


“ Zebra,” at Sea, Lat. 6° 0' S., Long. 10° 39’ E., 
Sir, October 25, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in obedience to your orders, I this day, accompanied by Mr. E. T. Piper, 
Midshipman, boarded the American brig “ Leonidas,” of Westport. 

I examined the register of the vessel, which was apparently correct. 

The master did not wish that any notation should be made in the log, nor did he make any complaint. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. H. FARQUHARSON. 


Witness : 
(Signed) E. T. Pirer, Midshipman, accompanying Visiting Officer. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 151. 
Commander Smith to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Torch,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 24 S., Long. 8 2:' N. 
Sir, October 5, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you I this dav boarded the American whale-brig “ Leonidas.” of Westport, 
he master of which vessel wished to communicate, he having shortened siil, and hove-to. when a inile a-head of us. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. H. SMITH 





No. 152. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “* Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, February 6, 1863. 

IN forwarding you the accompanying Admiralty letter of the 22nd December, 
1862, and its inclosures, desiring me if 1 should think it expedient, providing there 
is a favourable opportunity, to take steps to bring about indirectly a better under- 
standing between the Chiefs of Abbeokuta and the British authorities at Lagos, | 
have the honour to inform you that upon my recent visit to Lagos | found that as 
the Governor of that place bad already commenced a blockade of the trade between 
Abbeokuta and Lagos, as well as other places subject to British authority, and had 
also taken measures to strictly enforce the same, any indirect intervention on my 
part would only place the Governor in a false position, and would probably lead 
to a misunderstanding between his Excellency and myself. 

1 have, therefore, at present done nothing towards the attainment of this 
desirable end, but it is my intention, upon my return to Lagos at the end of April, 
should affairs still be in an unsatisfactory state, to proceed if possible in person to 
Abbeokuta, and endeavour to bring about that friendship which formerly existed 
between the two parties. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 153. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “€ Rattlesnake,” Fernando Po, February 6, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying Admiralty letter dated the 
23rd December, 1862, with its inclosures, requesting that the senior officer should 
give such capes as it may be in his power to afford to the British factories 
established in the Congo, should they not have been withdrawn, and to use his 
discretion in regard to exacting reparation for the outrages already committed by 
the natives. 

1 beg to inform you that I propose to visit the Congo about the beginning of 
June next, when I shall personally direct such measures to be taken as will fully 
carry out their Lordships’ instructions. 





I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
No. 154. 


Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” off Layos, January 30, 1863. 

IN continuation of my letter of yesterday’s date reporting my proceedings, I 
beg to report that I shall leave this evening for Fernando Po to complete coals, and 
inspect the “ Vindictive,” after which it is my intention to return to Sierra Leone, 
and take measures in conjunction with the Governor of that place to settle the 
boundaries of Liberia, according to the directions contained in their Lordships’ 
letter of 22nd December, 1862. 
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2. A representation having been made to me by the Governor of Lagos that 
some disturbances were likely to arise in Palma and its neighbourhood, in conse- 
quence of the Custom-house dues at that place being collected by Tappa, Kosoko’s 
late Prime Minister, or head man, who has no right whatever to do so, as Palma is 
part of the territory of Lagos, I have thought it necessary to add two officers and 
fifteen men from this ship to the crew of the “ Handy,” in the event of her services 
a called into requisition inside the Lagoons. : 

have also ordered the “ Ranger” to proceed to Palma, and remain there for 
one week for the maintenance of order. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 155. 


Commander Hoskins to Commodore Edmonstone. 
Sir, « Zebra,” off Mangue Grande, October 4, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report to you that I yesterday morning captured off 
this place a barque, without name, papers or colours, and whose figure-head had 
been sawn off, fully equipped for the Slave ‘l'rade. 
Spanish colours were shown for a short time while we were approaching her, 
but were hauled down before she was taken possession of. 
The master declined giving any information respecting her, and every document 
had been most carefully destroyed. 
| landed the crew at Mangue Pequeno, and despatched her last night to 
St. Helena for condemnation, in charge of Lieutenant Lang and a prize crew. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





No. 156. 
Commander Hoskins to Commodore Edmonstone. 


i “ Zebra,” off Point Padron, November 19, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you that the Portuguese schooner “ Mondego,” 
of 100 tons, belonging to Lisbon, and which arrived in the Congo from St. Thomas, 
ostensibly bound to Loanda, about the 10th October, left that river on the evening 
of the 21st October with 494 slaves on board. 

The information I have on that subject is unquestionable, and in making this 
report to you, in order that you may take such steps as you deem requisite to 
ensure the payment by her sureties of the bonds without which she could not have 
left Lisbon for the coast of Africa, I must express a hope that no false certificate of 
her loss will be allowed by the Portuguese authorities in this instance to defeat the 
ends of justice, as has frequently happened. 


Sir 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





No. 157. 


Commander Hoskins tos Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, * Zebra,” off Point Padron, October 19, 1862. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that on the morning of the 10th instant, 
Point Padron bearing north-east about fourteen miles, | chased and boarded the 
Dutch barque “ Jane,” from Rotterdam and Elmina, and last from Kinsembo. 
The boarding officer thinking her very suspicious I proceeded to examine her 
myself, and carefully inspected her papers and hold. 

The former, though apparently regular as far as they went, were deficient in 
some important items, particularly in there being amongst them no bond such as 
is exacted by the Government of the Netherlands from every vessel proceeding to 
the coast of Africa, no Custom-house clearance from Elmina, and no manifest. 
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Her hold was in ballast, with the exception of the provisions and water for the 
crew, a considerable amount of cabin stores and provisions, and a number of shakes 
sufficient, as far as could be computed, to set up thirty more water-casks. 

Under these circumstances I determined to detain her and send her in for 
adjudication, but found, on looking over my slave warrants, that the “Special 
Order ” for acting on the Netherlands Treaty had not been forwarded to me; [ 
therefore anchored her off Point Padron, and having unsuccessfully endeavoured to 
communicate with Commander Wratislaw of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Ranger,” kept 
her there till I was joined on the 14th instant by the “‘ Espoir.” Commander 
Douglas agreed with me that there was not the slightest doubt of her being engaged 
in slaving, and as he considered the authority possessed by him sufficient to act 
upon, I released the vessel on the evening of the 14th, and he shortly after, with my 
full consent, took possession of her, and dispatched her on the 16th to the Court of 
Mixed Commission at Sierra Leone for adjudication. Much corroborative evidence 
has been obtained by Commander Douglas and myself of the illegal object of her 
voyage, which is, however, primd facie sufficiently evident, as no honest trader ever 
visits this coast in ballast. 

The apparently new plan of using. or rather abusing, the Dutch flag as the 
American has so long been, will I trust be checked by her detention; and I would 
beg to draw your attention to the fact that the cruizers generally are not supplied 
with the special order to act on the Netherlands Treaty, and that, consequently, 
doubt is felt as to the legality of their detaining vessels with Dutch colours and 
papers, however suspicious they may be. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





Inclosure in No. 157. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” at Sea, October 17, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 15th October I detained and sent. in charge of Lieutenant Murray 
to Sierra Leone for trial, a barque of about 280 tons, sailing under the Netherlands flag, and stated to be the 
« Jane.” 

My reasons for detaining this vessel were as follows, viz.: — 

1. Though claiming to be a Netherlands ship, aud sailing from a Netherlands port, no register was 
produced from a home port, the register bearing date Curagoa, April 1862, since which time the vessel was 
admitted to have been for some weeks at Rotterdam. 

2. No manifest or port clearance from Rotterdam or Helvoetsluys, the last port of sailing from. 

3. No certiticate of bond for the large quantity of water-casks on board. 

4. No clearance or documents from Bimina’ at which port the ‘\Jane” was stated to have called on her 
way oat. 

- The above reasons, with many minor circumstances, induced me to detain the ‘‘ Jane,” as I did not believe 
she would be able to show proof of her claim to the flag assumed. It was after careful consideration that I 
arrived at the above conclusion, as heretofore this flag has been above all suspicion, so much so that on most 
occasions any vessel showing the Netherlands flag has not even been visited. 

I may add that before sending this ship to Sierra Leone, [ removed from her, at their own request, two 
people stating themselves to be — rs for the Congo. On one of these was found a copy of the charter-part: 
of the slave-ship “ Nightingale.” The supercargo of the “Jane” admitted to me that his ship had been 
chartered on much the same plan, that is to say, with the option to purchase before the charter expired 

Unfortunately, after landing these passengers, I learned that one of them had been known on this coast as 
the captain of the “ Nightingale,” and also that the supercargo was recognized as the captain of the “John 
Boynton,” a noted slave-ship on this coast. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 158. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. 


“ Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 29’ S., Long. 12° 27’ E., 
Sir, September 12, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the 10th instant, I boarded the United 
States barque ‘ Ocilla,” at ¥ p.m. Point Padron bearing at the time south- 
east 2’. 

This vessel being on the Suspected List induced me to visit her and examine 
her hold and papers. 
Crass A. 2G 
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The “ Ocilla” had left Havana with a cargo of sugar, which she discharged at 
Havre, and then took on board her present cargo. I have no doubt this vessel is 
intended for the Slave Trade, but her papers being correct | could not detain her. 
The system on which she is acting appears to be much the same as that adopted by 
the “ Clarissa.” 

The “ Ocilla,” at the time I boarded her, was making for the Congo, which she 
entered the next day. 

The vessel was detained about forty minutes; I noted my visit in the log, and 
the captain had no complaint to make. 

1 have, &c. 


(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure | in No. 158. 
Commander Hoskins to Commodore Edmonstone. 


- “ Zebra,” off Point Padron, October 2, 1862. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the American barque ‘ Ocilla,” of New York, was boarded, on the 
28th of September, by the pinnace of Her Majesty's ship under my command, for the verification of her 
nationality. 
There is not the slightest doubt that this vessel is waiting an opportunity to embark a cargo of slaves, but 
at present there is nothing to warrant interference with her. ‘lhe boarding officer’s report is herewith 
inclosed. 


Sir, 


»  Lhave, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 


Lieutenant Farquharson to Commander Hoskins. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” off Point Padron, (ctober 2, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in obedience to your orders, I boarded, on the 28th of September, 
accompanied by Mr. L, H. M. Maxwell, Master's Assistant, the American barque “ Oci/la,” of New York. I 
examined the register of the vessel, which was apparently correct. I made a notation in the ship's log, and the 
master made no complaint. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) CHAS. H. FARQUHARSON. 
Witness : 
(Signed) L. H. M. Maxwett, Master's Assistant, accompanying Visiting Officer. 





No. 159. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker, January 29, 1863. 
Report of his Visit to the King of Dahomey. 
(Printed separately.] 





No. 160. 


Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “« Narcissus,” at Sierra Leone, February 17, 1863. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 9th January last, inclosing copy 
of a letter from Mr. Freeman, the Governor of Lagos, reporting the shipment of a 
cargo of slaves from Aghwey, on the 20th of October last, in a steamer bearing 
French colours, and suggesting a depdt of coals to be established at Lagos, 
I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, copy of a letter | have received from Commander Beamish, of the 
“Wrangler,” relative to the shipment referred to, which has been confirmed from 
other authentic sources. 

As regards the desirableness of a depédt of coals at Lagos for the use of the 
cruizers, I consider it quite necessary to have a supply there to meet the require- 
ments of the cruizers in that part of the Bights. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
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Inclosure in No. 160. 
Commander Beamish to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Wrangler,” Sierra Leone, February 14, 1863. 

IN obedience to your Memorandum A, 1,065, of this day's date. 1 have the honour to report the particulars, so 
far as I am cognizant of them, of the repurted shipment of a cargo of slaves by a steamer at Aghwey on 
the 20th Octuber, 1862. - 

Her Majesty's ship under my command arrived at Accra from Ascension on the day in question. 

Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Mullet” was at anchor there for the necexsary protection of the place, consequent 
upon the mutiny of the Gold Coast Artillery Regiment; she was almost entirely out of coals and left for 
Fernando Po that evening. 

Commander Simpson of the “ Mullet” informed me that a slave steamer was reported to be off the 
coast. 

On the 2nd November. I communicated with Her Majesty's ship “Lee,” whose cruizing-ground was off 
St. Pauls, and about twenty miles east and west of it. Commander Symons also informed me that a steamer 
was reported to be off the coast, and that he had a few evenines before chased a French gun-boat, mistaking 
her for a slaver, and that his boarding officer had met with anything but a satisfactory reception from her 
his boat did not go alongside. This guu-boat turned out to be the “‘ La Motte Piquet.” 

On the 4th I communicated with Her Majesty's ship “ Griffon,” and by Commander Perry I was given 
the following information, viz., that previously to the 2Uth October, he had received intelligence that a 
shipment was to be made, and that though he did not rely upon the locality named, he nevertheless believed 
in the rumour of an avproaching shipment. 

On the 2th October he stood in towards the land, and when doing so he observed a steamer to which 
he gave chase; however he did not come up to her until she had anchored at Whydah, when he found her 
to be the * La Motte Piquet:” while being chased she had steamed from the westward (the direction of 
Aghwey) towards Whydah. Her Majesty's ship “‘ Wye " was at anchor at Whydah at the time. 

A few days afterwards he had been informed that on the day, and at the very time that he was chasing 
the “La Motte Piquet,” a steamer had gone into Aghwey trom the westward of it, and had successfully shipped a 
large cargo of slaves there. 

On the 9th November I arrived at Lagos, and the shipment of the slaves on the 20th October was 
spoken of by everybody; I was tuld that two Portuguese who had been employed to effect the purchase, &c., 
of the slaves left in the “ Athenian” mail-steamer for Europe on the 10th. 

Captain Burton, Her Majesty's Consul at Fernando Po, took a passage in the * Athenian.” On the 
17th November I anchored at Little Popoe, eizht miles from Aghwey, and I went on shore; the Little Po 
people are, 1 believe. the only ones on the coast who do not allow slaves to be shipped at their town—-they 
are at war with the Ahgweyans; | met and conversed with at least twenty people who had been eye-witnesses 
of the arrival of the steamer and of the shipment of the slaves; one man’s brother had been carried off 
in her. 

J have not a doubt that the shipment took place, and on the very day in question. 

As to the slaver having hoisted French colours, it is the only matter about which I am uncertain, as some 
people said she hoisted no colours. The shipment took place in the forenoon. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) H. H. BEAMISH. 





No. 161. 
Commander Beamish to. Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “« Wrangler,” at Sea, February 4, 1863. 

HEREWITH I have the honour to transmit a letter, reporting the capture of 
a ship, name and nation unknown, together with a list of officers, seamen, &c., 
entitled to share therein, the latter of which | have to request may be forwarded to 
the Accountant-General of the Navy. 

A copy of the inclosed letter has been forwarded to the Commander-in-chief, 
through Commodore A. P. Eardley Wilmot, C.B. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. BEAMISH. 





Inclosure in No. 161. 
Commander Beamish to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Wrangler,” at Sea, December 31, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to report to you the capture, by Her Majesty’s ship under my command, on the 28th 
instant, in latitude 14° 37’ south, longitude 9” 19’ east, Little Fish Pay east north about 172 miles, of a full- 
rigged ship, perfectly equipped for the Slave Trade, and ready to receive from 1,000 to 1,300 slaves. 

This vessel, when we sighted her, was lying with her head to the southward, under reefed topsails, and at first 
1 was inclined to believe her to be a whaler. She soon wore round, however, and set every sail she could carry, 
but we came up with her after about four hours’ chase under steam. She showed no colours, and had no peers, and 
her captain when J went on board called her the “ Josephine.” This was her actual but new name, for the next 
morning I had not much difficulty in making out on her stern the name “ ‘ Island Queen,’ Washington, D.C.,” 
though means had been taken to erase it, and the new name had not been put on. 
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The crew (twenty-one in number), were, I believe, Portuguese and Spaniards, and only one could talk English, 
even imperfectly : he might have been of any nation. 

On the following day (having towed the prize during an almost calm night) I removed from her ten of her 
crew, and putting on board two officers and eleven men, parted company, having ordered her to proceed to 
St. Helena, to which island I was also going. 

She was in sight a-head of us all the following day, but as she is a very fast sailer [ have nut seen her 
since. 

From different sources [ have been able to ascertain what | hope will turn out to be useful information. as 
to the devices of the slave dealers now that they dare not clam American nationality when caught in the act of 
slaving or equipped for that purpose. : 

The “ Jslund Queen” was fitted out in the United States or Havana in March 1862, with United States’ 
colours and papers, and was commanded by R. Denham, a noted slave captain, aud the man, I believe, who success- 
fully ran a cargo in the schooner “ Wanderer” not very long since. 

The vessel proceeded to Cardiff or Swansea, and there took in a cargo of coals for Cadiz. Arrived at that 
place she discharged all her coal, except a few tons, sufficient for her next trip; and she remained at anchor in 
Cadiz Bay to fit for slaving. 

Before fitting for the coast of Africa she is said to have changed ownership, aud to have taken out Spanish 
papers under the name of “ Josephine.” Two persons (brethers). said to be Portuguese, named Botetho, made no 
disguise of being part owners: one of them took a passage out in the slave-vessel, and the other in the Portu- 
guese mail-steamer (the “ Estafania’’ I understand) to St. Paul de Loanda, carrying out the purchase money for 
the slaves. 

A nephew of theirs (a Portuguese youth named Teixeira Souza) took a passage in the ship, being about to 
enter a merchant’s office in Havana: 20.000 dollars were given to the American owners for the stip. 

She received during her stay a new captain (a Portuguese named Luis Fonseca), and a Portuguese and 
Spanish crew (at least they spoke those languages), though denying any nationality. 

Lam informed that Deuham, the American captain, took command, on leaving, of an American brig, one 
of five other vessels (one a steamer) fitted at Cadiz for the Slave Trade, 

The Spanish authorities appear to have put no diiiculties in the way while she was preparing for a slave 
voyage, and to have visited her after having received all her slave equipments, 

The shipping agent whe engaged the new crew did so undisguisedly for the Slave Trade ; and the agreement 
was made, that should the voyage be successful, each seaman should receive 400 dollars, but that if they should 
be captured they should receive nothing. 

On joining each man received twelve months’ pay at 16 dollars per mensem in advance; legal Spanish ships 
seldom give half that rate of pay. 

Rice. beans, fish, biscuit, slave medicines, wooden spoons, tin dishes, &c., were received at Cadiz ia sufficient 
quantity to last about 1.900 slaves from Africa to Cuba, and she actually got in 300 pipes of fresh water, plank 
for her slave deck, very large quantities of firewood, and her slave-coppers for cooking. 

She was supplied with four ensigns before leaving. They were Spanish, American, French, and Dutch: the 
‘atter is reputed just now amongst slave-dealers to be a very safe flag. On the 21st September she lett Cadiz, 
and came out (touching nowhere) 10 Alucica Grande, near Equimina Bay. in Angola, off which she arrived on the 
26th November, and landed her part-owner and supereargo Botello, communicated with her consignee, from 
whom directions were received to eruize at sea until the 4th January, and then to return to Alucica Grande, where 
she would receive directions about her slaves, which were to be ready by that date. 

I have reason to suspect that her slaves were to be put on board at Equimina or Elephant Bay, and were to be 
supplied by a man residing at Equimina who has large sugar plantations and a distillery there. 

Her first mate was a Spaniard named Domingo Raieira ; he had been in the Spanish navy, and held a com:mis- 
sion from the Queen of Spain as ** pilote.” 

{ler boatswain was a Portuguese (an old hand at the Trade, who fitted her slave-deck and set up her slave 
cooking-apparatus on the voyage ont). This fellow was in Her Majesty's ship ‘* Heron” when she capsized, and 
he has made several successful and a few unsuccessful voyages. He did not in the least take to heart being 
captured, but trusts to be back to Cadiz quickly to venture again at his piratical villainous calling. He was once 
in a steamer, the ‘4:7 Mina,” alias “* Guliermina,” alas “Salvador,” which successfully ran slaves to Cuba. 

Most heartily do I wish it were in my power to bring him and his associates to justice on the simple grounds 
that they are pirates, and claim no nationality. As matters stand at present, the crews of slavers taken with no 
colours or papers get most politely treated as prisoners of war; but with this difference, that instead of being 
iuearcerated, they are landed at the most convenient place on the coast, and are received with open arms by their 
confederates. 

I had this vessel's name on the Suspected List, but simply that she cleared with the United States’ flag 
(Mr. T. Turnstall is, I believe, United States’ Consul at Cadiz), and had a cargo of’ rice and fish for the South- 
West Coast of Africa. 

I have much pleasure in stating that his Excellency the Governor of St Paul de Loanda, as alxo the Governor 
of Benguela, informed me that they had suspicion of slaving at Equimina. 

I] have since heard that a barque shipped slaves there about a month ago. How true this may be I cannot 
tell; I have only the authority of the slaver's crew for it. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed ) H. H. BEAMISH. 





No. 162. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ‘* Narcissus,” Sierra Leone, February 20, 1863. 
IN carrying out the intention communicated in my letter of the 17th December 
last, [ left Simon’s Bay in this ship on the following day to inspect the West Coast 
of Africa Division of my command. | have now the honour to submit the following 
observations for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
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IT first touched at Walwich Bay, and found it to be spacious, and sheltered 
from every wind capable of affording protection for any amount of shipping. It is 
easy of access, and, from information the fishing party stationed there gave me, it 
rarely ever blows hard, and is a smooth-water bay at all times. The shores are 
sandy and barren, and although fresh water is scarce, yet bullocks, sheep, and 
vegetables can be obtained from the natives after a short notice. ‘The fish are good 
and in great abundance, and, with the exception of the want of fresh water, this 
bay is a most eligible place for a coaling-station as a half-way point between 
St. Paul de Loanda and the Cape of Good Hope. The difficulties of the voyage 
from England to the Cape, from the absence of intermediate coaling-stations, would 
be obviated by an establishment here. The cruizers on the West Coast of Africa 
would then be enabled to convey important information to the Cape with certainty 
and rapidity, if required, and all steamers making the in-shore passage would find 
a supply. 

WValwich Bay is used at present by Mr. G. C. Anderson, a hunter and 
traveller, as a station for keeping his supplies for trading with the natives of the 
interior country, from whom he obtains ivory, skins, ostrich feathers, beeswax, 
cattle, and sheep ; the latter are sent overland to the Cape Colony. This port lies 
beyond our boundaries, and, not being claimed by any nation, it is worthy of consi- 
deration whether it should be made a British possession, as its position with refer- 
ence to steam-communication between England and our south and eastern territories 
seems to be important. 

From Walwich Bay I kept within sight of the land looking into Great Fish 
Bay, Port Alexander, and anchored in Little Fish Bay. On the 2nd January I 
carefully examined the intermediate coast, and, with the exception of a small 
fishing-station at Port Alexandra, could observe no indication of natives or towns, 
which confirms me in the belief that no business, illicit or otherwise, is done between 
Port Alexandra and Walwich Bay. 

Little Fish Bay, a Portuguese port, is considered a very healthy place. The 
Settlement of Mossamedes appears to be prosperous and increasing. A considerable 
quantity of fish is caught and prepared for exportation. ‘The country here assumes 
a less barren appearance. Access to the interior is easier, and a small trade is 
conducted with the natives, who barter ivory, skins, guns, and cattle for cottons 
and hardware. 

The lung disease which has prevailed had destroyed vast heads of cattle, 
and the oxen to be obtained were in such bad condition as to be scarcely fit for 
food. The same disease was existing in the neighbourhood of Walwich Bay, 
appearing to be southward. The supplies of fresh stock, represented to be abundant 
here, although sufficient for the small vessels on the coast of Africa, fell far short of 
the requirements of a ship of this class. 

1 saw some fair specimens of copper ore at Mossamedes which was collected 
at Campeo Armata, also some apparently good samples of cotton (raw material) 
grown on a small plantation near Port Alexander. Considerable attention is now 
directed to the cultivation of this plant. 

I was informed that the ‘“ Wrangler” had called at Little Fish Bay, and 
left the day after Christmas-day, having taken in nineteen oxen for conveyance to 
Ascension; but as the Portuguese would not eat of these animals themselves, in 
consequence of the disease referred to, | have forbidden any more being shipped by 
Her Majesty’s cruizers, and hope that the sickness has not been carried to St. Helena 
and Ascension. 

I met a Portuguese civil engineer, Senhor Monteiro, at this place, who had 
been educated in England, and is now employed by Senhor Flores (once a notorious 
slave-dealer) to examine and report upon the copper discovered at the following 
places, Cuio or Quash, Ambriz, Chapeo Armata, Benguela. From the former of 
these mines as much as 3,000 tons of ore had been shipped in a year. This gentle- 
man states that he has not yet found a good lode; and all the ore that he has 
hitherto seen is chiefly found on or near the surface, having been probably thrown 
up ne coat action. a 

aving Little Fish Bay on the 3rd of January, I made a close examination 

of the coast for indications of Slave Trade barracoons, &c., until | anchored off 

Benguela on the 6th. Here there were large numbers of slaves seen on shore by 

the officers; and as little legal commerce of any kind apparently existed, I have no 

doubt that the Slave Trade is very rife in this locality. I received information 

*hat a Spanish slave-barque was expected in the neighbourhood, but although a 
Crass A. , , 2H 
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good look-out was kept no trace of her could be discovered. I then continued my 
course along shore to St. Paul de Loanda, and caused the several suspected 
shipping-places, viz., Ogito, Novo Rodondo, to be searched, but no craft of an 
illegal character were seen; several foreign vessels were boarded, but at the time 
were under the protection of apparently legal papers. 

I arrived at St. Paul de Loanda on the 9th of January, and regretted to find 
that the previously reported death of Mr. Gabriel, Her Majesty's Commissioner of 
the Mixed Commission Court, was confirmed. I am informed that he died on board 
(ler Majesty’s ship ‘‘lorch” on the 14th of December last from dysentery. His 
loss to Her Majesty’s Government will be much felt, and his good offices and 
kindness to the cruizers on the station greatly missed. He was held in high estima- 
tion by the Portuguese authorities, who caused his body to be interred with military 
honours in the absence of any Consular authority. Mr. E. H. Hewett, the Clerk to 
the late Commissioners, had taken charge of everything, and had been authorized 
by the Senior Naval Officer of the division to act as Vice-Consul—a measure I 
approved—until the newly appointed Consul should arrive. I would here observe 
that no time should be lost in sending out another intelligent Commissioner on the 
part of the British Government, in order to prevent the revival of the spirit for 
Slave Trade, to which the late Mr. Gabriel, by his knowledge of the Portuguese 
people on the coast, was a great check. I found Her Majesty’s ship “ Antelope” 
coaling here. 

The Portuguese Governor-General, who has lately assumed the Government 
of the Province of Angola, was indisposed from fever. and unable to give me an 
interview, which I regret; but [ am glad to learn from many sources that he 
discourages every disposition to deal in slaves so far as his limited power will 
permit, and has discontinued the emigration to St. Thomas. 

| examined the coal-depot in charge of Mr. Hewett; and the arrangements, 
which are satisfactory at present, will bear improvement, when the storehouse (now 
in rather a dilapidated state) shall require to be re-built, in which case it should be 
placed close to the water's edge. 

I weighed from St. Panl de Loanda on the Ith of January, and keeping 
the coast well in view, could observe that great facilities exist for carrying on Slave 
Trade, which nothing but the watchfulness of our cruizers can check. It has, 
notwithstanding, been very actively conducted in this locality. I fell in with the 
“Torch” off Mangue Grande, which vessel afterwards joined me in the Congo 
River, together with the “ Zebra.” 

I am pained to find that the Slave Trade in the Congo River is still very 
brisk ; and notwithstanding the vigilance and arrangements of Commander Hoskins, 
of the “ Zebra,” two large. cargoes of slaves had been run from the river in the 
darkness of night about the 16th and 2Ist of October last. The vessel was a large 
barque, named the “ Ocilla,” with 1,540 slaves, supposed to be American; the 
other the ‘* Mondego,” a Portuguese brigantine, with upwards of 500 slaves. A 
Spanish brig, a schooner under French colours, and a Portuguese brigantine were 
up the river, suspected to be waiting an opportunity to ship a cargo of slaves. I 
purpose to increase this division permanently from four to six cruizers. 

I next visited Cabenda on the 18th January, where | found the “ Espoir ” 
Commander Douglas, who had been actively cruizing. Here the weather was wet, 
accompanied by tornadoes, but I pursued my way close in-shore to Cape Lopez 
and Fernando Po. 

On arrival at this island, Fernando Po, on the 26th January, I anchored in the 
adjoining bay to Clarence Cove, where were also the “ Vindictive ” and “ Blood- 
hound ;” the first was fitting for a coal-depdt, the other completing coal, and about 
to proceed to the Congo River to cruize. ‘The “ Vindictive,” which ship I inspected, 
reached this place on the 26th December, and had taken up a good position near 
the coal-sheds on shore. She appeared to me to be appropriately fitted for the 
service required of her, and most useful to the cruizers, occupying a very central 
position between the Bights and South Division. A prize-crew of the “ Espoir ” 
was on board this ship from Sierra Leone to rejoin their ship. I removed the 
supernumerary warrant officers and several of the navigating crew out of her, and 
when she is quite ready as a coal-depét, the complement will be reduced to that 
assigned by their Lordships. On the following day the French Commodore, the 
Baron Didelot, arrived in the frigate “Junon.” .We hada very cordial interview, 
and parted on the most friendly terms. From him I heard that Commodore Wilmot 
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had proceeded to Abomey, the capital of the King of Dahomey, and had been absent 
from his ship since the 2nd December last ; uneasy at this intelligence, and anxious 
to know the results, | pushed on under steam for 4agos. 

I should remark that the Spanish Governor at Fernando Po seems to be 
dis to afford every assistance to Her Majesty's ships calling at that islan 1; 
and although he has received no official intimation from his Government of our 
having a coal-depét there, he has made no difficulties about it. I would suggest, if 
not already done, that the 5 can Government should be apprised of their Lord- 
ships’ wish to station the “ Vindictive” there. , 

Having made the best of my way to Lagos, which I reached at 8 a.m. on 
the 3lst January, | was greatly disappointed to find that Commodore Wilmot, who 
had returned safely from Abomey, had left the same morning at 4 o'clock for 
Fernando Po to coal; the weather being thick from the smoke prevailing prevented 
the ships being seen by each other. I consider that a small depét of coal is much 
required for the cruizers in this part of the Bights. 

As the Governor of Lagos, Mr. Freeman, was unwell, and | was anxious to 
know the state of affairs at this ettlement, | paid him a visit, and found him ina 
low state from fever. He informed me that all communication with Abbeokuta had 
been closed for the last fortnight in consequence of its people (the Egbas) combining 
with anéther tribe, the Ibaddans, to shut out the Eboes from trading with Lagos. 
As, however, this interruption will be severely felt at Abbeokuta, Mr. Freeman 
appeared to be sanguine that it would soon terminate in amicable arrangements, 
and he was under no apprehension of hostilities. 

Mr. Freeman further informed me that in consequence of the towns of 
Palma and Badagry, each about thirty miles to the east and west of Lagos, inter- 
fering much with the collection of the revenue of his Government, he had decided 
measures for taking possession and establishing Custom-houses at those places, 
which he had hoped to do without difficulty or opposition, and for which he had the 
sanction of the Home Government. 

It would, indeed, be a great object to join the Colonies of the Gold Coast 
and Lagos, but the difficulty of maintaining the intermediate space under present 
circumstances | am informed is almost impracticable ; and | see no way to suppress- 
ing the Slave Trade now confined to this locality in the Bights, but to maintain for 
a few years longer a continuous line of gun-vessels from Cape St. Paul to Lagos, 
which is being done as far as possible by the three cruizers and their boats now 
stationed there. 

I fell in with Her Majesty’s ship “ Ranger,” the Senior Officer of the Bight 
Division, off Quittah, and learnt from him that the Governor of the Gold Coast was 
desirous of the presence of a ship of war at Accra, as the “ Mullet” was the only 
other vessel then on this Division. The “ Lee” having gone to Fernando Po to 
coal, | proceeded at once to that place and anchored there on the 4th February. 

At my interview with Mr. Pine, the Governor of the Gold Coast, he informed 
me that the Orobo Chiefs were giving some trouble, in consequence of their non- 
fulfilment to pay up their tribute to the Government. It appears that for some 
years an English merchant had paid it for them, but now they both repudiated their 
debt to him and the Government. Mr. Pine had therefore taken steps to compel 
them to fulfil their engagements, by which he thought he would soon accomplish 
that object. He had also been engaged in a dispute with the Dutch Governor of 
Accra, about a piece of grcund which an English merchant had recently purchased 
in the neighbourhood and intended to build upon. The latter claimed the land as 
Dutch territory, upon which the case was referred to the Chief Justice, who, upon 
due trial, declared it to be British. The Dutch Governor, irate at this defeat, called 
upon a native King to assist him in maintaining his right. Mr. Pine, finding 
himself thus threatened, turned out all the available troops and others under arms, 
and succeeded in intimidating the Dutch Governor and native 4 into amicable 
terms ; and it was then mutually agreed to refer the subject to the Dutch Governor 
at Elmina, from whom no answer had been received. 

Mr. Pine and the Chief Justice being desirous to return to the seat of 
Government, | gave them a passage thither in my flag-ship, and landed them at 
Cape Coast Castle. Bia a 

All the buildings of masonry at Accra, including the fortifications, have been 
nearly shaken toruins by the recent severe earthquakes. 

As | learnt by a letter received at Lagos from Commodore Wilmot, that 
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he intended to proceed to this port from Fernando Po, I have hastened here to 
intercept the mail-packet from England, and to await his arrival. 

In conclusion, | must record my satisfaction at the appearance of the several 
cruizers which I have fallen in with; and | may add that although some slave- 
vessels have escaped, yet it has not been from lack of activity or vigilance. The 
Commanders | have met are very efficient officers, and appear to have the liveliest 
interest in the service upon which they are employed. It is also gratifying to state 
that the crews were generally enjoying good health. ae 

Commodore Wilmot joined me here haem his reports of his visit to Kin 
of Dahomey, which have been forwarded to their Lordships, will be read with muc 
interest, and I cannot but admire the spirit and determination with which he 
performed that difficult service. ; 

I purpose to leave this evening on my return to the Cape, touching at 
Ascension, to inspect that island. 





No. 163. 
Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. : 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” Fernando Po, January 28, 1863. 

I BEG to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the copy of a letter I have received from Commander S. Douglas, of the 
“Espoir,” relative to the English schooner ‘“ White Mouse,” of Bristol, conveying 
Africans from Brass River to Fernando Po. 

Having called upon the Acting Consul at this place for an explanation of this 
subject, I forward herewith his reply, and would beg to observe that had | met the 
“« White Mouse’ at sea with these men on board, I should have seized her for intrac- 
tion of the Act of Parliament on Slave Trade; therefore I submit whether the 
Acting Consul is right in allowing these proceedings. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 163. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Wilmot. 


“ Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 2° 40’ S., Lony. 9° 20' E, 
; December 2, 1862. 
WHEN at Fernando Po, on the 27th ultimo, a British schooner arrived and anchored in the bay, named 
the “ White Mouse.” owners Burford and Townsend, Captain Thompson ; she was from Brass River. 

It was not until afier leaving port that I heard, on good authority, that this vessel had landed about thirty 
Africans immediately on her arrival. These slaves (for there can be no doubt that they were slaves) appear to 
have been hired from the King of Brass for the service of a British trader at Fernando Po, on what terms I am 
unable to state. 

The carrying such slaves seems to be, without doubt, an infringement of the British law relating to Slave 
Trade, and would render the vessel liable to capture if met by one of Her Majesty's cruizers. If such is the case 
the landing of these people (which took place in Clarence Bay), in the presence of five men of war, is an infringe- 
ment of our Treaty with Spain. 

The export of any slaves is also forbidden to the King of Brass by his Treaty with Great Britain. 

I had the honour to mention, in a former Slave Trade Report (October 1861), the fact of a large number 
of slaves being sold down the Niger, at Aboh, to the Brass people. May not this be one of the means by which 
they again find a receiver fur the slaves so purchased, and thus help to perpetuate a system of slave-hunts in the 
interior of the country ? 

I was informed by Her Britannic Majesty’s Acting Consul at Fernando Po that he thought it was the 
intention of the Spaniards to attempt the system of free emigration to the Colony of Fernando Po, as a circular 
had been sent round to all the residents, asking them how many labourers they could employ ; but I received no 
notice of any such system having commenced under the British flag. 

There is a great want of labour of any kind at Fernando Po, which would no doubt induce many more 
ar of this kind to obtain labourers who might, by a very slight step, become the property of Europeans. 

s this traffic appears to me, if allowed to proceed without some check, to be likely to revive some of the 
worst features of the Slave Trade on this part of the coast, I deem the subject of sufficient importance for a 
report from me, as authorized by Article 2, page 7, of the Slave Trade Instructions. 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 


Sir, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 163. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Acting Consul Wilson. 


r, “ Narcissus,’ at Fernando Po, January 27, 1863. 
HAVING been informed that the British schooner White Mouse” arrived at Clarence Cove on the 27th 


November last with about thirty Africans, said to have been hired from the King of Brass, which Africans 
were landed on this island, I beg you will, in the absence of Her Majesty's Consul, be good cnough to give me 
all the information in your power on this subject, stating by whose authority these Africans were conveyed in a 
British vessel, and to whom they were consigned, in order that I may lay the same before Her Majesty's 
Government. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 163. 


Acting Consul Wilson to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, Fernando Po, January 27, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in reply to your despatch of this date, that the schooner “ White Mouse,” of 
Bristol, arrived here on the 27th of November last, with seventeen Benito men on board. These men had 
voluntarily entered into an engagement with Captain Townsend (a resident here and part owner of the 
“ White Mouse’) to serve him for the term of six months, for wages at the rate of 3 dollars per month, and they 
are to be furnished by Captain Townsend with a passage to Benito at the expiry of that time. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed ) FRANK WILSON. 








No. 164. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) Fernando Po, February 6, 1863. 

I BEG tostate, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
that on reference to the letters from the officers commanding Her Majesty’s ships 
on the South Division, reporting the boarding and detention of vessels engaged in 
the Slave Trade, and of others whose nationality have been suspected, it will be 
observed that the United States’ barque “ Ocilla” was twice boarded, first by the 
“‘Espoir” on the 10th, and afterwards by the “ Zebra” on the 28th September, 1862 ; 
but although she was strongly suspected by both vessels, she could not be detained, 
as her papers were to all appearance correct. I learn from Commander Hoskins 
of the “ Zebra,” that the “ Ocilla” escaped on the night of the 16th October with a 
cargo of 1,400 slaves. He proceeded in chase as soon as he knew of her departure 
(which was not till the following day), but was unsuccessful in the pursuit. During 
his absence the Portuguese schooner ‘‘ Mondego” escaped with 494 slaves on the 
2ist October ; and I beg to refer you to Commander Hoskins’ letter of the 19th 
November last, relative to this latter vessel. 

Their Lordships are already acquainted with the case of the “ Britannia,” 
captured and destroyed by the “ Espoir.” I have called upon Commander Douglas 
to report his reasons for destroying that vessel, without further endeavour to 


ascertain from the Agent of Messrs. Tobin of Liverpool whether the vessel had 
been purchased by him. 








No. 165. 
Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,’’ off Sierra Leone, February 20, 1863. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 4th of August last, relative to the 

schooner “ Buenaventura Cubano,” taken out of the hands of the Liberian authorities in 

the Gallinas River in June 1861, by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Torch,” 


and calling for any further evidence which can be obtained relative to the illegal 
Cuasa A. 21 
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nature of the voyage of that vessel, I beg to inclose herewith such additional 
remarks on this subject as Commander Smith is enabled to furnish. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 165. 
Commander Smith to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Torch.” off Congo River, January 16, 1863. 

IN compliance with your instructions relative to any further information | may be able to offer in the case 
of the capture and destruction of the Spanish vessel “ Buenaventura Cubano” in the Gallinas River in 
June 1861— 

1. I have the honour to inclose a copy of a declaration made on oath by Lieutenant Martin before the Judge 
of the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone. 

2. These facts, sworn to by Lieutenant Martin, will no doubt clearly prove to the Spanish Government that 
the “ Buenaventura Cubano " was actually engaged ia a slave-trading transaction at the time of detention by the 
Liberian Government schoover ‘* Quail.” ; 

3. During the week that elapsed between the issuing of the monition and the condemnation of the vessel in 
the Vice-Admiralty Court at Sierra Leone, the master and crew were lodging in the town, and neither during this 
time nor on the occasion of her condemnation as a vessel engaged in the Slave Trade, not entitled to the protection 
of any flag or nation, did either one or the other protest or offer one word in behalf of their vessel as being a legal 
trader. 

4. Seiior Calderon Collantes is in error when he states all the papers which might have led to the complete 
discovery of the truth were destroyed by the captors (Monrovians I presume). The vessel's papers (if there were 
any at all) were taken away by the master when he deserted his vessel, and I can confidently assert no papers 
of any kind were destroved. 

5. With regard to the statement made by the Liberian Consul-General, that her master had again re-appeared 
on the coast in the neighbourhood of the Gallinas for the purpose of procuring a cargo of slaves, I have no positive 
information of myself, as the “‘ Torch " has been attached to the Southern Division of cruizers during the past year, 
but I have little doubt of the truth thereof; nevertleless the correctness or otherwise of this statement could be 
easily established by reference to the authorities at Sierra Leone. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) F. H. SMITH. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 165. 


Declaration of Lieutenant Martin. 


In the Vice-Admiralty Court of Sierra Leone. 

OUR Sovereign Lady the Queen against the topsail schooner, name unknown, name of master unknown, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the goods, wares, and merchandize lately on board the same, taken and 
seized by Frederick Harrison Smith, Esquire, Commander of Her Majesty's steam gun-ship “Torch.” and 
subsequently destroyed by fire, and against all persons in general having, or pretending to have, any right, title, or 
interest therein. 

I, John James Martin, Lieutenant of Her Majesty's steam gun-ship * Torch,” Frederick Harrison Smith, 
Esquire, Commander, make oath and say as follows, that is to say : — 

1. That the said Commander is duly authorized and empowered, by a warrant from the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, under the Statute 2 and 3 Vict., cap. 73, to make seizures of vessels engaged in the Slave 
Trade not being justly entitled to claim the protection of the flag of any state or nation. 

2. That on the 13th day of June, 1861, being in latitude 7° north and longitude 11° 38' west, and standing 
in for the Gallinas, the officers and crew of the said steam gun-ship espied a fore-topsail schooner at anchor 
inside the bar; but the surf being too heavy for our boats to land, we went down to Soliman, and were 
informed by a krooman who came off to the vessel that the foretopsail schooner we had seen was there for the 
purpose of shipping slaves, and had landed a quantity of her slave equipments at the Gallinas. We therefore 
then returned to the Gallinas and anchored off the bar; and the said Commander then instructed me to 
proceed with our two whale-boats, and land to the northward of the bar; and upon landing I hauled the boats 
acrose the land into a branch of the river, and then proceeded towards the said schooner. 

3. That on boarding her we found the Captain and crew were on shore, and a few Monrovians were pacing 
the deck as if they had taken possession of the vessel ; aad they confirmed the statement of the said krooman. I 
then examined the vessel and found— 

Ist. Seventeen large water-casks in her hold, capable of holding about 180 gallons each, being a larger 
quantity than was requisite for the crew of the vessel ; a quantity of wooden spoons, such as are generally found 
in slave-vessels ; and four large boilers, capable of cooking for a great number of persons. 

2ndly. A sufficient quantity of plank for laying a second, or slave-deck, necessary tubs usually seen in slave- 
vessels, and a large quantity of firewood. 

3rdly. A great quantity of rice, calavances, and fish, a quantity of food far beyond what might probably be 
requisite for the use of the crew. 

4thly. The hatches were very large, and there were irons for gratings on board; and after the most diligent 
search I was unable to find any papers or flag, or any document of any kind, showing the right of the said vessel 
to claiin the protection of the flag of any State or nation. 

4. That upon the said Commander being informed of these several particulars, and that it woula oe very 
dangerous to attempt to take the schooner over the bar, he ordered me to seize and detain the said vessel (and 
after admeasuring her to destroy her by fire), which I accordingly did under the Act 2nd and 3rd Vict., cap. 73, 
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by reason of her being engaged in and equipped for the Slave Trade, not being justly entitled to claim the 
protection of the flag of any State or nation; and upon our detaining the vessel, the whole of the Monrovians 


went on shore. 
(Signed) J. J. MARTIN. 


On the 22nd day of June, 1861, the said John James Martin was duly sworn to the truth of this 
affidavit. . 


Before me, 
(Signed) A. Firzsames, Acting Judge. 





No. 166. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “* Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, March 16, 1863. 
IN Same with directions contained in the Admiralty letter dated the 20th 
February, 1863, in which I am desired to place myself in communication with his 
Excellency the Governor of Lagos, and devise such measures as, in our opinion, will 
be most likely to bring the Egbas to reason, I have the honour to state that a 
blockade of the trade to Abbeokuta has already been carried into effect by the 
Governor of Lagos, and was actually in force before | visited that place the last time. 
I had no alternative but to assist Mr. Freeman by every means in my power. 
I have it in contemplation, should this unfortunate dispute not be amicabl 
_ settled before I go to Lagos again, about the middle of April, to visit ager | 
personally, Abbeokuta, and endeavour to pi about a better understanding. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


No. 167. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) “ Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, March 16, 1863. 

A PRIZE to the “Brisk,” taken off Annabon, arrived here to-day with 270 
slaves out of 368 which were on board when she was captured; nearly 100 have 
died on the voyage to this place, and the remainder are in a most wretched condition. 
They consisted of 82 men, 119 women, 79 boys, and 88 girls, who were all shipped 
at Cabends and the Congo, and bound to Cuba. The vessel is a schooner of 
150 tons, and had no name, papers, or colours. Her capture was not caused 
through any information obtained through the Foreign Office. 

It appears that she got clear off the coast, but was short of water, which the 
master intended to fill up at Annabon, when fortunately the “ Brisk,” which was 
just leaving the island, picked her up after five hours’ chase. 

The poor slaves are in the most emaciated condition, and | fear a great many 
more will die. 

They were for a long time waiting to be shipped in the Congo, and were 
obliged to drink salt water for many days before being embarked. 





No. 168. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “* Rattlesnake,” Sierra Leone, March 19, 1863. 

IN continuation of my letter of proceedings of the 16th March, I have the 
honour to inform you that the Governor of Sierra Leone having expressed a wish to 
accompany me to Monrovia, I thought it a favourable opportunity to accede to his 
request, that we both might have personal communication with the President, 
relative to the settlement of the Liberian boundary. | shall feave this afternoon, 
taking the “ Philomel” with me to bring him back. ; . 

he mail-steamer from England arrived this morning, bringing the inclosed 

despatch from Lieutenant Lefroy, of the ‘‘Investigator,” which | have no doubt 
will be received with some surprise, as well as with regret, by their Lordships. 
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I am sorry to find the Colonial Secretary has been severely wounded ; the other 
casualties have been small. The gallantry of Lieutenant Lefroy and the Colonial 
Secretary, with their respective parties, seems to have been most conspicuous, and I 
shall not fail to express to them my approbation of their conduct. 

I cannot, of course, enter at present into any explanation as to the real cause 
of this unfortunate collision, but will do so the moment I arrive at ye After 
leaving Monrovia, | have thirty-one of the Gold Coast corps to land at Cape Coast 
Castle; when this is done I shall make all haste to Lagos, and endeavour to bring 
about a satisfactory termination to this dispute. 

I inclose a letter from the French Commodore, received this morning, in which 
you will see that a Convention has been entered into with the French Commodore 
and Porto Novo, under the form of a Protectorate, dated the 25th of February 
last. 

[ am not aware that the Governor of Lagos had any intimation that such a 
step was in contemplation. The full particulars of this shall be forwarded by the 
next mail. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 168. 


Lieutenant-Commander Lefroy to Commodore Wilnet. 


Sir. “ Investigator,” Lagos, February 28. 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived at this place from Sierra Leone on the 6th instant, and 
immediately proceeded to carry out your orders that I found waiting my arrival, with regard to the condemned 
provisions and the sale of Her Majesty's ship ‘ Brune,” a statement of which I forward. 

On the 13th instant I received a requisition from his Excellency Governor Freeman to convey him to Epé, 
which request [ complied with, leaving Lagos on the 14th instant for Epé. When close to that place we were 
hailed from the right bank of the river by Major Leveson, Colonial Secretary, who had been sent by the Governor 
to Palma in Her Majesty's shp “ Ranger,” with twenty men of the 2nd West India Regiment, to settle some 
difference at that place, afier which he was to march across to Epé with forty-six irregulars (Hausa men) that 
have been raised at Lagos, and to arrange matters there; but on his arrival at Epé things were not satisfactory, 
so he deemed it prudent to return to Tappa’s Farm, on Lagos territory, and to await our arrival. We anchored 
off Epé at 5 p.m., and the Colonial Secretary went ou shcre from the Governor to see Possoo, the head Chief, 
and request that he would come and see the Governor on the following morning. The same evening Major Leveson 
and his followers established themselves at Tappa’s house, close to the landing place. 

The 15th and 16th the Governor waited in hopes Possoo would come off; but although, on the 15th, he 
made the remark, “ The Frenchmen at Palma have deceived me, and the best thing that I can do is to go and see 
the Governor, and do whatever he wants,” which | believe he would have done had not the French mercantile 
agents from Palma and Lukie, and also the agent of the Hamburgh firm, arrived soon after, when he sent a 
decided refusal to see the Governor. We also heard from various quarters that the Frenchmen told him not to 
be afraid, as a French ship of war would soon be off Palma. 

On the morning of the 17th instant, the Governor wishing to avoid hostilities, requested that I should land 
and go up with the Colonial Secretary to see Possoo and try if he could get him to come to terms, but that I 
should go with an armed party in case of treachery, which I did, landing with eleven men and three officers. On 
landing at Tappa’s I heard that Possoo had about 100 men, and that all the rest of the town had deserted. On 
our right in the bush I also heard that a large body of men were collected. On hearing this I immediately sent 
on board to the Governor, and requested that if he heard firing I should like shell to be thrown into the wood to 
keep the enemy from closing on my right, should they attempt it. At 9 a.m. Major Leveson, with his party (of 
Hausa men), advanced with me and my party towards Possoo’s house; on nearing which we deemed it prudent 
that, coming on a frieudly visit, it would be better not to show such a large force together, and in case of 
treachery would not lose so many men. Major Leveson, with his party, took a road leading a little on my right, 
and we then proceeded towards Possoo's house. On my party reaching a small plot of open ground a heavy fire of 
musketry was opened on us, which we returned with the greatest coolness, and kept it up until the enemy 
retreated into the bush and their mud houses, where I did not consider it prudent to follow with so small a 
force, so I ordered them to retire, which we did a short distance until Major Leveson should join me. 

In the meantime Major Leveson came on some of Possoo’s men on my right, who also gave him a heavy 
fire from musketry and two iron guns mounted on logs, but were most gallantly driven back into the bush ; not, 
however, before Major Leveson was severely wounded, with three of his men, and one killed. The enemy 
were so taken by surprise, meeting the two parties—one in front and the other on their flank—that they 
immediately retreated; and on my meeting Major Leveson we were both of opinion it was better not to follow 
amongst mud houses and bush, but to return to the ship while we had the best of it, and the enemy were in 
confusion. Their numbers must have been about 600. We marched back to the boats, and embarked without 
the slightest annoyance from the enemy, whove loss mus: have been severe. 

I am happy to state, in my party, only one marine was slightly wounded. On arriving on board ship 
Major Leveson's wound looked so serious that his Excellency the Governor requested me fo take him down 
the river a few miles in the ship, and he was then sent on to in a canoe. I again reached Epé at 
4 p. M., and was requested to shell and burn the town by his Excellency the Governor, which request I 
considered it my duty to comply with. After shelling the place for some time, and finding it would not take 
fire from either rocket or shell, I landed with four men and port fires, which soon had the place in a blaze ; 
it however unfortunately went out during the night. 

On the following morning, the 18th, our flag of truce not being answered, I again shelled the place, and 
sent some kroomen up, who fired the rest of the town, and it was completely destroyed. 


s 
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At 2 p.m. started from Epé with his Excellency the Governor on board for Lagos, where we arrived on 
the following day. I cannot speak too highly of the gallant conduct both of officers aud men whilst under a 
heavy fire of musketry frow so large a party of men. The officers with me were Mr. W. H. Adlam, Second 
Master, Mr. Cruikshank, Assistant Surgeon, and Mr. Sam Lloyd, Assistant Engineer. 

I further beg to inform the Commodore that the French have taken the Protectorate of Porto Nove, and have 
also landed men at their eld fort at Whydah. 

The French Commodore's ship has been in the outer roads since the 20th, with the exception of a few days 
that she went back to Whydah, and the French Commodore arrived here yesterday from Pcrto Novo, through 
the Lagoons, and is stopping at the French factory. He has seen the Governor, and I believe things are 
satisfactory. 1 have offered him the “ Investigator" to cross the bar, which I think he will accept when 
ready to go. 

Trusting that my proceedings will meet with the Commodore's approval, I have &c. 

(Signed) B. L. LEFROY. 


rr 


Inclosure 2 in No. 168. 


Commodore Didelat to Commodore Wilmot. 
M. le Commodore, Lagos, le | Mars, 1863. 

J'AT Lhonneur de vous informer que par une Convention du 25 Février dernier, librement consentie de part 
et d'autre, j'ai établi, sous forme de Protectorat, le Gouvernement de Ja France dans le Rovaume de Porto Novo, 
et tous les territoires qui peuvent en dépendre. . 

Je pense, M. le Commodore, que vous voudrez bien donner & vos croiseurs les informations et les ordres 
nécessaires pour prévenir sur le littoral désormais Francais, qui s‘étend entre le Dahomey et Badagry, toute acte 
contraire a la souveraineté de Ja France, et qui pourrait amener, soit entre nous, soit entre nos Gouvernements 
respectifs, des difficultés qu'il e-t de notre devoir d'éviter. 

Je vous serai reconnaissant, M. le Commodore, si vous voulez bien m'aceuser réception de la présente 
communication. 

Veuillez, Ke. 
Le Commandant-en-chef de la Division Navale, Commandant 
Superieur des Etablissements Frangais, 


(Signé) BN. DIDELOT. 





No. 169. 
Commander Hoskins to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” off St. Paul de Loanda, February 20, 1863. 

IT is my duty to make you an immediate and special report of the following 
circumstances for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

On Sunday the 14th instant, while at anchor in seven fathoms off Point Padron, 
awaiting the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship “Griffon,” from Loanda, a brig was 
observed to the southward about fifteen minutes after noon, bearing directly down 
on the ship, and at 4 p.m., when near enough to make us out distinctly, she was 
observed to have upon the port tack as much as would carry her past us some five 
or six miles to seaward. I immediately weighed in chase under steam and sail, and 
when within two miles of her, no colours having been yet displayed, though ours 
had been flying the whole time, I caused a blank gun to be fired to induce her to 
show them. ‘This being disregarded, I caused after a lapse of about ten minutes 
another blank gun to be fired, which was also disregarded ; and after the lapse of 
another ten minutes, being then within easy range, I caused a shot to be fired across 
her bows, on which she hoisted French colours, and was at the same time observed 
to carry whale-boats. 

Having been informed some time previously that a whaler, name unknown, was 
about to attempt to run a cargo of slaves, I considered it to be my duty to examine 
her papers for the verification of her nationality, as provided for in clause 6 of the 
contidential letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty dated the 16th April, 1862, 
containing the regulations, under an arrangement provisionally adopted by the British 
and French Governments, to be observed with regard to visiting merchant-vessels 
suspected of fraudulently assuming the French flag. 

I accordingly passed a-head of her, and dropped a cutter in charge of Lieutenant 
Lang, senior of this ship, to request the preduction of her register. 

After the lapse of a quarter of an hour Lieutenant Lang sent back the cutter to 
inform me that the vessel professed to be the whaling brig “ Léopard,” of Havre, 
but that the master refused to produce any documents whatever to substantiate his 
right to hoist the French flag. 

I therefore proceeded on board myself, and was met by the master with the 
same refusal, not based on any grounds of nationality, but because “ he feared | 
would, if shown them, destroy them,” and “ because if | had not confidence in him 
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when he asserted he possessed them, he would not show confidence in me by 
producing them.” 

Having used every argument in my power to induce him to be reasonable with- 
out avail, | considered it was my duty to detain his vessel, and accordingly took her 
in tow, and returned to my anchorage off Point Padron. 

The next morning (Monday, 16th). I sent Lieutenant Lang and Mr. G. F. Norman, 
Paymaster of this ship, to again require the production of some evidence of her 
nationality, and in default thereof to proceed to make the customary examination 
of the vessel and crew. At 8 a.m. the officers mentioned returned, and reported to 
me that the master still refused to produce any document whatever, and that on 
being told that he then had no right to hoist the French flag, he ordered it to be 
hauled down, which was accordingly done about 7 a.m., though it had been carefully 
explained to him that he was in no way required to; that they had observed in the 
cabin a well-worn Buenos Ayrean flag, and that the vessel’s equipment was 
evidently quite inadequate to the purposes of a whaling voyage, but was exactly 
suited for slaving purposes; and that amongst her crew of twelve persons one only, 
site the master, was French, the remainder being Spaniards and negroes—five 
of each. 

Lieutenant Lang also reported to me that the master had privately told him 
that if his vessel were then released, he would say nothing about the matter of his 
detention. 

On receiving the above report, I again proceeded on board myself. The master 
still withheld his documents, but informed me that the inadequacy of his men was 
in consequence of his original crew having been removed shortly before at Loanda 
for mutiny by His Imperial Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Loiret.” He at the same asserted that 
the Buenos Ayrean flag was a signal one. 

The “ Griffon” at the time heaving in sight from St. Paul’s de Loanda, I delayed 
coming to a decision in order to obtain any information Commander Perry might 
have obtained respecting the vessel when there. 

The “Griffon ” anchored the same evening, and Commander Perry accompanied 
me on board her the next morning, and endeavoured to induce the master, with 
whom he had become acquainted at Loanda, to comply with my just demand ; but, 
as before, fruitlessly. 

He showed the greatest reluctance to meet the French man-of- war “ Loiret,” 
with whom he had lately been in company at Loanda, and when I stated my purpose 
of detaining him at Point Padron, while I went to look for the “ Loiret,” he 
declared he would abandon the vessel with all his boats and men. The inference | 
drew from this aud other circumstances was, that the vessel, no doubt originally, 
and lately, French, had been sold or transferred at Loanda, and that her claim to 
that flag had been forfeited at the time of her leaving that port. 

The question now presented to me was whether I should be justified in allowing 
the vessel to proceed on her voyage under the foregoing circumstances ; and feeling 
very deeply the responsibility incurred by interfering with a vessel reputed to be 
French, I came to the conclusion that I should not be so justified ; and that the 
master would, under clause 6 of the Mutual Arrangement above alluded to, which I 
showed him in the presence of witnesses, be held responsible for having refused to 
give me any evidence of his nationality. 

I accordingly weighed the same day, Tuesday 16th, and proceeded to the 
southward, intending to place the master in the hands of the Commander of the 
* Loiret,” but on meeting the “ Espoir” the next evening I learnt that the “ Loiret” 
had quitted Loanda the previous Sunday. Nothing remained for me now but to send 
the vessel to a Vice-Admiralty Court for trial, and after a final and, as before, 
fruitless effort to obtain. the production of his register, I stood off the land with her 
in tow, and finally dispatched her to Sierra Leone this day. 

In adopting such a course of action | am sensible that [ have incurred a grave 
responsibility, but to have acted otherwise would have opened the coast to any 
number of vessels hoisting the French flag without producing papers; and the 
difficulties the slave-dealers now experience in obtaining vessels, in consequence of 
the American Treaty, would have led them to take instant advantage of it; and | 
can, therefore, only hope that their Lordships will approve of my motives and 
conduct. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 
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No. 170. 


Lieutenant Lang (o the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Isis,” Sierra Leone, April 9, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty, a letter from Commander Hoskins,* reporting the circumstances 

attending the detention of a brig claiming to be the French whaling-brig “ Léopard,” 

of Havre de Grace, and 1 have also to inform you that I arrived here in charge of her 
on the Ist of April. 

On the 4th of April, when she was placed in the Vice-Admiralty Court, the 
French Consul appeared with papers proving her to be entitled to the French flag, 
and on his request the Judge ordered her to be released, the Court having no juris- 
diction. The French Consul at the same time apologized for the conduct of the 
master of the brig in refusing to show his papers. 

The whole of the proceedings will be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government 
by the Governor of the Colony. 


I rejoin my ship by the mail-steamer which leaves this place on the 13th 
instant. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) O. T. LANG. 





No. 171. 
Commodore Edmonstone to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, London, May 11, 1863. 

IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant, with the inclosed copy of one from 
the Foreign Office dated 2nd instant, directing me, by order of their Lordships, to 
report as far as I am able the grounds upon which I formed the opinion that certain 
vessels were captured by Her Majesty’s cruizers on the West Coast of Africa by 
means of the information furnished from the Foreign Office as mentioned in my 
letter of June 18, 1860, | beg to state :— 

1. That although at this distance of time I cannot “ precisely ” say what my 
reasons were for that assertion in regard to those individual vessels, the confidential 
authorized information received by us was on all occasions most useful to the 
commanders of cruizers under my orders. 

2. It at once established the suspicious character of such vessels. 

3. It acted as a direct inducement for officers to watch their movements very 
closely, especially when under the American flag, which possibly might not have 
been done, as we had then no authority to interfere with vessels of that nation. 

Indeed, I may say that when once a vessel whose name appeared on the 
‘Suspected List” was fallen in with by one of our cruizers, she was scarcely ever 
lost sight of while on the coast, and as the vessels in question were all down on that 
list, I have no doubt that I was quite borne out in stating that to the information 
therein obtained their capture was attributable. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. EDMONSTONE. 





No, 172. 


Commander Lethbridge to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “« Adventure,” at Sea, March 23, 1863. 
WITH reference to my letter of proceedings from Lagos dated the 10th of 
March, 1863, I beg to state that after carrying out the Palma relief therein 
mentioned I returned to Lagos, and was informed by Governor Freeman that 
before parting with the detachment of the 2nd West India Regiment he intended 
making a demonstration up Lagos River to Epé, there to hold a parley with an 
unrecognized Chief named Possoo, who had committed various acts hostile to our 
Government. ‘The Governor and troops embarked in Her Majesty's ship “ Investi- 


* No. 169. 
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gator” for this purpose, and proceeded up the river, and arrived off Epé at noon 
on the 12th instant. 

The seamen and troops were immediately landed, numbering in all 187. An 
interview by the Governor with the Chief was requested, when an inferior Chief 
said that Possoo would attend in half-an-hour, but before doing so every person 
must re-embark on board the “ Investigator ;” this they did, and waited four hours, 
when the Governor, seeing that he was deceived, and that the excuse was merely 
to gain time, requested Lieutenant Lefroy, the Lieutenant commanding the 
“Investigator,” to land the seamen and troops and burn the town. This was 
done, but not without a heavy loss on our side (a list of killed and wounded I 
inclose). The “ Investigator” returned to Lagos on the morning of the 15th instant, 
and disembarked the troops, and then crossed the bar with all the wounded, and 
transferred them to this ship for conveyance to Sierra Leone hospital. Lieutenant 
Lefroy will report more fully on the subject for their Lordships’ information. 

| embarked the detachment of the 2nd West India Regiment, and sailed for 
Accra on the 18th instant, where I arrived on the 20th instant. On my arrival, at 
the request of Mr. Pine, the Governor, I landed, and had an interview with him. 
He said that from the threatening attitude of the King of Ashantee he wished me 
to convey to Cape Coast Castle the Gold Coast Artillery, also a detachment of the 
2nd West India Regiment, and to land there the detachment of the 2nd West India 
Regiment embarked at Lagos. 

I] arrived at Cape Coast Castle on the morning of the 21st instant, and disem- 
barked the foregoing troops. About 7 p.m. Mr. Pine, the Governor, arrived from 
Accra; and after an interview with him I sailed at 8°30 p.m. for Sierra Leone with 
the wounded only on board. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) T. B. LE'THBRIDGE. 





Inclosure in No. 172. 
List of Killed and Wounded in the Attack on Epé, March 12, 1863. 


NAVAL. 


Killed.— William White, A.B., “ Investigator ;? James Davis. krooman. 

Wounded.—Licutenant W. M. Dolben, Her Majesty's ship “ Handy,” severely; James Davis, A.B, 
Investigator,” severely ; James Peters, A.B., ditto, severely ; Isaac McCarthy, krooman, ditto, severely; Tom 
Brown, krooman, ditto, slightly; John Cobb, A.B., ditto, slightly; William Marshall, stoker, ditto, slightly. 
Total—2 men killed; 1 officer and 6 men wounded. 


MILITARY. 


2nd West India Regiment, 1 man killed, 13 men wounded ; 3rd West India Regiment, 2 officers and 3 men 
wounded ; Hausa men, 6 men wounded. 


(Signed) T. B. LETHBRIDGE. 





No. 173. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Monrovia, March 25, 1863. 
| HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a letter I have received from the 
French Commodore relative to vessels carrying the French flag being boarded by 
British cruizers, as well as my reply thereto; also a copy of a Memorandum [ have 
issued to the cruizers in consequence. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure | in No. 173. 


Commodore Didelot to Commodore Wilmot. 
M. le Commodore, Lagos, le 2 Mars, 1863. 
D'APRES ce que m/avait dit M. le Contre-Amiral Sir Baldwin Walker, que j'ai eu I'honneur de voir a 
Fernando Po, j'avais concu i’espoir de vous rencontrer prochainement dans le Golfe de Benin. Outre le prix que 
j/attachais & faire notre connaistance personnelle, il me paraissait nécessaire d’entrer au plus tét en communication 
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directe avec vous, afin de prévenir par une entente commune les graves inconvénients qui ne peuvent manquer de 
survenir si les navires placés sous votre commandement ne recoivent pas des instructions précises de se conformer 
scrupuleusement aux dispositions de la Convention par enalie nos deux Gouvernements ont réglé, en 1859, les 
rapports qui doivent exister entre nos croiseurs et nos batiments de commerce respectifs. 

C'est dans ce but, dont l'importance majeure ne vous échappera point, et que nous ne saurions trop promptement 
chercher & atteindre, que je me décide a vous écrire, ignorant a quelle époque les circonstances me permettront de 
vous rencontrer. 

Je tiens a établir tout d’abord que la France, dégagée depuis 1855 des obligations con:rac:ées par elle lora du 
Traité de 1845, a repris exclusivement et sans partage la police de son pavillon dans ces parages, tout aussi bien 
que dans les autres mers du globe ; qu’a cette police exclusive sont adhérentes l’indépendance «t la digniié de son 
pavillon; et qua ce titre tout bitiment de commerce légitimement couvert des couleurs Mrancaises doit étre 
respecté par les croiseurs Anglais, tout comme les batiments de ma division respectent les navires du commerce 
Britannique. 

Celle est, M. le Commodore, Ja base, la pensée fondamentale des instructions concertées en 1859 entre 
Angleterre et la France. Cependant, on n’a point hésité a admettre que l'un et Vautre pavillon pourraient étre 
abusivement arborés par les traitants sans foi ni loi, qui, malgré la réprobation unanime dont ils sont frappés, et la 
vigueur avee laquelle ils sont pourchassés sur tons les points, ne craignent pas de s'aventurer encore dans les 
risques de V'infame Trafic des Noirs. La Convention de 1859 a tenu compte de ces justes susceptibilités, et tout 
en proscrivant tous les procédés fachenx qui ont marqué jadis le droit de visite. elle a admis (mais a titre tout 
exceptionnel) dans des cas extrémes de soupcons bien fondés sur la nationalité d'un batiment, et h défaut de ces 
indices matériels si évidents & V'oail d'un marin et qui attestent par eux-mémes la nationalité d'un navire—elle a 
admis, dis-je, que dans de telles circonstances nous pourrions coutraindre ce batiment a faire la preuve de sa 
nationalité en exhibant ses papiers de bord. Mais, en vous reportant @ la Convention, vous ne manquerez 
pas de remarquer. M. le Commodore, que ce droit extréme exceptionnel a éré entouré de toutes les garanticn 
que l'on a jugées propres 2 en prévenir Vabus, et qu'il y a faute grave de la part de tout croiseur qui ne se 
renferme pas strictement dans les limites tracées ; ur tous ceux de ses actes qui excédent ces limites sont un 


alus de la force qui appelle la résistance, une violation de V'indépendance du pavillon qui ne saurait étre 
tolé 





C'est dans ce sens que sont concus les instructions que jai données aux capitaines placés sous mon commande- 
ment; ils sy conforment rigoureusement & légard des navires Anglais de commerce, et je me croyais fondé 
a Vespérer qu'il en serait de méme de la part des croiseurs Anglais vis-A vis des bitiments marchands placés a 
Pabri de mon pavillon, batiments qui, je le répéte a dessein, relevent exclusivement de ma surveillance et de ma 
police. 

Je regrette de dire qu'il vena pas toujours été ainsi. et que plusieurs navires Francais ont éré dans ce 
derniers tems soumis & des traitements contre ‘esquels je dois réclamer. Je me vois dans l'obligation précise de 
vous prier, M. le Commodore, d'y mettre un terme, et de rappeler aux capitaines des navires de Sa Majesté 
Britannique placés sous votre commandement quels sont en pareille matiére les droits que leur confére la 
Convention, les actes et les procédés qu'elle leur interdit. Ainsi il ne suffit pas de soupgonner Iégérement un 
navire de porter indiiment Jes couleurs sous lesquelles il s‘abrite; il faut que les soupgons s'appuient sur des 
fondements et des indications dont on doit justifier. On doit surtout s‘abstenir absolument de toute investigation 
sur les passagers, la cargaison, le voyage, et ne point forcer violemment lentrée d'un navire lorsque le capitaine 
exhibant ses papiers de bord s'y oppose 

J'ai Gré amené, M. le Commodore, a vous soumettre toutes ces observations par suite des plaintes qui m’ont 
6té adressées sur les visites faites par les croiseurs Anglais. depuis quelques mois, sur des batiments Francais, et 
notamment sur la goélette “ Lagos,” qui, apres avoir été visitée trois fois dans le Golfe de Benin par les avisos 
“Lee” et “ Griffon.” vient de l'étre encore récemment auprés du Corgo par la cannoniére * Torch.” Je n'ai pas 
encore le rappo't officiel que le capitaine doit me remettre, affirmé pur son équipage; des qu'il me sera parvenu 
je m’empresserai de vous le transmettre, avec les observations détaillées qu'il me paraitra comporter. 

Je n'ai pas la moindre doute, M. le Commodore, que mes réclamations ne trouvent auprés de vous l'accueil 
que j'ai droit d’attendre. J'ai le plus vif desir que rien ne vienne altérer, pendant mon commandement, la bonne 
harmonie qui régne entre nos Gouvernements, et a laquelle de si grandes interéts sont attachés. Je me tiens 
pour assuré que tels sont aussi vos sentiments, M. le Commodore, et que je vous trouverai toujours dispose & 
co-opérer cordialement avee moi, pour assurer en ce qui dépend de nous ce résultat si désirable. Nous aussi, 
nous avons fort d coeur Vabolition de la Traite des Noirs, et la cessation des hontes et des miséres qu'elle traine 
a sa suite; mais nous n'attachons pas moins de prix a ce que notre pavillon jouisse du respect et de l'indépendance 
auxquels il a droit. 

Je saisirai avee empressement, M. le Commodore, la premiére occasion qui se présentera de faire votre 
connaissance personnelle, Je suis certain d’'avance que nos relations s’Ctabliront et se maintiendront aussi faciles et 
aussi cordiales qu’elles l’ont été entre votre prédécesseur, M. le Commodore Edmonstone, et moi ; de mon cdxé, je 
ve négligera rien pour cela, ‘ 

Veuillez, &c. 
Le Chef de Division, Commandant-en-chef la Station des 
Cotes Occideniales d'Afrique, 
(Signé) BN. O. DIDELOT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 173. 


Commodore Wilmot to Commodore Didelot. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake.” Monrovia, March 25, 1863. 

| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd March last, and beg to assure you 
that I quite coincide in all the opinions you have expressed with regard to what ought to be conduct of those 
who are engaged in the important duties of abolishing the Slave Trade. 

It is with much regret that I find you complain that many French merchant-vessels have been loarded 
without due regard being shown to the nationality of the French flag, and contrary to the instructions issued for 
the guidance of officers commanding British cruizers on this const. 

I am sure that you will believe that in all cases where these instructions have been exceeded, the object of the 
boarding officer has been to discover whether the merchant-vessel was justly entitled to carry the French flag, and 
was a legal trader or not. 


Crass A. 2L 
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Suspicious circumstances may have called for these necessary precautions to satisfy the officer that the flag of 
France was not used as a deception by men engaged in the Traffic of Slaves. 

You cannot believe that any insult was ever intended towards the French flag, and I beg of you to dismiss 
from your mind all thoughts coutrary to the mo-t perfect respect and good feeling. You mention the * Lagos” 
as an exaniple, and that she was boarded by the * Lee,” “ Griffon,” and © Torch,” at different periods of course. 
The © Lagos” was at Wisdah in November of last year, and from thence went to the Congo, returning again te 
Winsdab early this vear. 

It is probable that Bruish eruizers boarded her as she passed their several stations without knowing that she 
had been examined before. 

The * Lagos,” 1 beg to assure you from my own personal observation, and from the statement of the master 
himself, is a very suspicious vessel. 

The master told me himself. in presence of other officers, that Le was ready to take in a cargo of slaves. and 
would do so whenever an opportunity offered. He said that he had done so before, and would do so again. He made 
no secret of his intentions, and I have not the slightest doubt he will do all in his power to embark slaves instead 
of palm oil. 

It is reported that the steamer that escaped with a cargo of 960 slaves from the neighbourhood of Aghwey 
about the 20th October last. did so with French colours flying. and that the French flag is used very generally on 
the coast vow to prevent suspicion and examinaticn. 

I mention these circumstances to show you that we have some good reasons for being particular in our dealings 
with vessels that show French colours. not merely for the sake of proving their right to display those colours, but 
to prevent the flag of France from being used in such a cause, and as a cloak for wicked purposes. 

I will instruct the cruizers under my orders to be most particular in their duties with respect to French vessels, 
and I trust from henceforth you will have no cause of complaint against them, 

I shall be very glad to have the opportunity of paying my respects to you in person, and making your 
acquaintance, 

You may rest assured that my great object on all occasions will be to keep up the most friendly intercourse 
wit vou, and to strictly carry out the instructions that I have received from my Government tor the service on 
which I am employed. 

Believe me, Ke. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 178. 
General Memorandum No. 31. 


* Rattlesnake,’ Monrovia, March 25, 1863 

THE attention of officers in command of Her Majesty's eruizers on this station is called to the Admiralty 
Instructions, marked Confidential. relative to boarding vessels carrying the French flag. 

The Regulations contained in these Lustructions are to be strietly carried out, aud the greatest courtesy shown 
to the masters of French vessels. 

The French Commodore tas complained to me that, in his opinion, these Instructions have in some instances 
been exceeded; but only mentions one case, that of the “ Lagos,” schooner, being boarded by the * Lee,” 
* Griffon,” and “ Torch,” consecutively. 

I have replied to the French Commodore by saying that from my own personal knowledge the * Lagos” is a 
most suspicious vessel, and that the flag of France is now used as a deception in the same manner as that of America wis 
before the late Treaty. which now gives us the right of search, and that it is our duty to be very particular, especially 
with those vessels when there is reason to believe that the French flag has been fraudulently assumed, 

While I call upon all commanding officers still to observe the most rigid scrutiny in their dealings with French 
vessels of suspicious character, I must desire them, at the same time, to carry out their Lordships’ Instructions 
above alluded to, and to use the greatest courtesy and circumspection whenever they may think it advisable to 
board a vessel displaying the colours of that nation. 





(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
To the Captains and Commanding Officers of Her Majesty's 
ships and vessels on the West Coast of Africa. 





No. 174. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake,” Cape Coast Castle, April 13, 1863. 
HEREWITH I beg to forward, for your information, the iviier of proceedings 
of Her Majesty's ship “ Investigator,” for the month of March, detailing an account 
of an attack upon Epé. You will observe that Possoo has at last come to terms, 
and that everything is now in a quiet state. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
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Inclosure | in No. 174. 


Lieutenant-Commander Lefruy to Commander Wilmot. 


Sir, © Investigator,” Benin River, March 3\, 1863. 


IN continuation of my letter of proceedings for February, | have the honour to inform you I took the French 
Commodore over the bar on the 7th instant, with which he was much pleased. 

On the 9th, Her Majesty's ship ** Adventure” arrived with troops, which I brought in the same afternoon, 
and until the 11th was constantly going out and in over the bar. On that day I received the inclosed requisition, 
from his Excellency Governor Freeman, which I complied with, ant started for Epé the same afternoon, 
with 5 officers and 123 non-commissioned officers and privates of the 2nd and 3rd West India Regiments, 
Lieutenant Dolben and 11 men from the » Handy,” 25 [Lisa wea (Irregulars), and 7 Kroomen of the 
Governor's. 

On the following forenoon we arrived at Epé, and immediaiely landed with 41 of our own men and officers, 
126 troops, and 25 Hausa men, the Governor landing with us; Captain Malliner being i command of the troops. 
The Governor requested a white flag to be hoisted on board, which was done, and also to take one up with us. 
On arriving at the top of the hill several Chiefs came and requested us not to go further. The Governor then 
informed the headman he did not want war but peace, and if Possoo would come and speak to him at once, he 
would have palaver. The Chiefs then left to communicate with Possoo, and after a short time brought back an 
answer that he was afraid to come now, but if the Governor would take all the men on board, he would meet him 
at 4 p.m. near the beach, and wave a white flag. This was agreed to, and explained if Possoo broke his word, the 
next time we would not land with the white flag. 

In the meantime great numbers of men had gathered round us armed with muskets, and seemed very desirous 
for a fight, but having come up with a whire flag the Governor was anxious to show that no treachery was 
intended, so we marched back without a shot being fired. 

laving waited till after 4 p.m., and seeing no chance of Possoo coming down, the Governor requested me to 
land with my party, and co-operate with the troops in destroying the remaining part of the town, [at once got 
the men into the boats, and before starting shelled the bush; we then landed, with the same force as at noon, 
exeept that Captain Mulliner and myself considered it would not be right for the Governor to land when fighting 
would be certain, so he remained on board. 

Having formed in marching order on the beach and thrown out skirmishers, we proceeded up a narrow road 
with thick bush ou each side and a steep hill in front. On arrving about half-way up. a heavy fire from 
musketry was opened on us from a bamboo stockade on the top of the hill, and also from the bush on all sides, 

causing a great number to be wounded, including Lieutenant Dolben, who, however, most gallantly charged up the 

hill with the advance, When the enemy first fired, I ordered my rockets to the front, and although we kept up a 
sharp fire for at least ten minutes the enemy did not slacken theirs; so Captam Mullimer and myvelf thought it 
advisable to give the order “* Charge bayonets,” which was immediate ly done and most gallantly executed. ‘Tue 
enemy were quickly routed, the stockade taken, and the whole place shortly in a blaze. We then passed on to 
Possoo’s place, which we also destroyed. 

Having executed the service that I landed for, and the whole of Possoo’s place and upper part of the town 
being on fire, we marched back with the troops in pertect order to the boats, a stray shot bemg fired now and then 
from the bush, which, however, we returned with more precision than the enemy, as T saw numbers shot who had 
the courage to show themselves. 

Our casualties, I regret to state, were | killed and 8 wounded, out of 41 landed. One of the wouuded, my 
coxswain, died the second day after; be had nine wounds and was most conspicuous for his bravery. 

I have much pleasure in bringing to your notice the galiint conduct of both officers and men; many of them, 
after being severely wounded, would not leave their rockets while I re quired their services. ‘The fire was very 
heavy, and the enemy fought well. Lieutenant Dolben deserves great credit for his gallant conduct in domg duty 
after being badly wounded ; Mr. Lloyd, Assistant Engineer, Dr. Curran, and Mr. Child, Master’s Assistant, also 
behaved most gallantly. 

I must also bring to your notice the highly creditable manner in whieh Mr. Adiam, Second Master, in charge 
of the ship, protected us, while janding and embarking, with the ship's guns, aud drove great numbers of the 
enemy from tie bush close to the landiny-place. 

It is with much pleasure that I have to inform you of the unity which existed between the troops and navy. 
Nothing could exceed the gentlemanly and gallant conduct of Captain Mulliner, 38rd West India Regiment, in 
co-operating with me at all times, and I consider our complete success in carrying out such hazardous work was 
attributable to the good feeling which existed between the troops and navy, The casualties of the troops were 
1 killed and 2! wounded, and 6 Hausa men wounded. 

The 13th was employed in destroying canoes, and on the 14th started for Lagos, arriving there on the 
following morning, when I landed the troops and proceeded over the bar with the wounded, which Her Majesty's 
ship “ Adventure” immediately took on board. 

Ou the 19th I sent Her Majesty's ship “ Handy" up to Epé, as his Excellency the Governor requested me 
to blockade that place, and I am happy to state it had the desired effect, for Possoo immediately sent cff to 
Lieutenant Dolben, and said that he had had enough of fighting, and was ready to do anything the Governor 
wished. [He has since signed a Treaty. He also acknowledged to have had fifiy men killed, but I consider his 
loss must have been heavier. Ax soon as the Treaty was signed, I recalled the * Handy. 

On the 20th Her Majesty's ship | “ Dromedary” arrived, aud I sent Lieutenant Dolben to Ascension in her. 
Lieutenant Brooke, from the “Mullet,” is at present doing duty on board the * Handy.” 

On the 28th I proceeded to Palma and Benin with his Excellency the Governor. At Benin everything is 
satisfactorily arranged, and the Governor has also opened all the roads about here. 

Trusting that my proceedings will meet with your approval, I have, &c. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. L. LEFROY. 
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Inclogure 2 in No. 174. i 
List of Killed and Wounded in the Attack on Epé, March 12, 1863. 
[See Inclosure in No. 31.] 





Inclosure 3 in No. 174. 


Governor Freeman to Lieutenant-Commander Lefroy. 


' Lagos, March 11, 1863. 

I REGRET to say that Possoo and his people are evincing a determination, not only to oppose the views of 
this Government, but even to engage in war. Possoo has sent round a crier at Epé to declare that Possoo is ready 
to fight. He has sent a man whom he seized, supposing him to belong to our party, to the King of Ijebu to be 
sacrificed, and several Lagos canoes have been attacked bv his people, and the persons in them more or less hurt. 
Under these circumstances I consider it my duty to take advantage of the presence in Lagos of the detachments of 
_ the 2nd and 3rd West India Regiments to punish Possoo and destroy the remaining portion of the town 
of Epé. 

have made requisitions to Captain Mulliner to place the troops at my disposal, and Commander Lethbridge 
to delay the departure of Her Majesty's ship “ Adventure” for a few days; and I have now to request that you 
will be pleased to make arrangements for conveying myself and the troops to Epé with the least possible delay. I 
should wish, even, to start by noon to-day, if possible. 
L have, &c. 
(Signed) H. S. FREEMAN. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 174. 


Governor Freeman to Lieutenant-Commander Lefroy. 

Sir, Lagos, March 12, 1863. 

POSSOO and his Chiefs having, as you have seen, broken the promise given to me this morning, to the 

effect that they would meet me on the beach to arrange matters peaceably, and as it is evident, from the menacing 

gesticulations of the people on shore, and the number of armed men gradually filling the bush, that they are 

res for a fight, | have now to request that you will take your party on shore to co-operate with Captain 

Mulliner in destroying the part of the town of Epé which sane the last conflagration, and in which Possoe has 
established himself. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) H. S. FREEMAN. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 174. 


Governor Freeman to Lieutenant Commander Lefroy. 


Sir, Lagos, March 27, 1863. 

I HAVE important matters to settle in the Benin river, and I have therefore to request that you will be 
pleased to make preparations to take me thither in Her Majesty's ship “ Investigator’ with as little delay.as 
possible, as I shall have to be in Lagos again some days before the departure of the April mail. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. S. FREEMAN. 





No. 175. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Monrovia, March 25, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I arrived at this place from Sierra 
Leone on Saturday, the 21st instant (“ Philomel” in company), with his Excellency 
the Governor of that Colony on board. 

I saluted the Liberian flag with twenty-one guns. 

On Monday, the 23rd, I landed under a salute from the fort and a guard of 
honour on the beach, and paid a visit to the President. The Governor did not 
accompany me on account of indisposition. 

On the 24th, the Governor being sufficiently recovered, landed with me, and 
was received with a salute and a guard of honour. 

We proceeded to the mansion of the President, and the question of a northern 
boundary-line was fully discussed. 

There were present the Governor of Sierra Leone, myself, Commander Wildman, 
pe the “ Philomel,” the President of Liberia, pe resitunl Tecbocts, and Major-General 

wis. 
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No definite arrangement could be arrived at further than a consent to appoint 
officers to form a Commission for the putpose of inquiring into all the bearings of 
the question at issue. 

‘The Inclosure No. 1 was drawn up by the Governor and myself, but the 
Liban authorities declined to receive it, and in reply sent Inclosures Nos. 2 
and 3. 

We did not refuse the terms proposed by his Excellency the President, because 
the main point was conceded, namely, that of agreeing to the appointment of a 
Commission, which would naturally take into its consideration all the arguments 
that could be urged on both sides, 

You will see, by my Memorandum to Commander Wildman (Inclosure No. 5), 
that I have particularly called his attention to the paragraph contained in the Duke 
of Newcastle’s letter to the Secretary to the Admiralty, dated Downing Street, the 
22nd December, 1862, and signed by Sir F. Rogers, relative to those portions of 
— now. actually in the possession of the British Government immediately 
south of the Jong River. 

] trust you will approve of the instructions | have given to Commander 
Wildman. 

Governor Blackall proceeded on board the “ Philomel” this afternoon, and 
immediately started for Sierra Leone. 

I shall leave at once in the “ Rattlesnake” for Cape Coast Castle. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 175. 
Minute drawn up by Commodore Wilmot and Governor Blackall. 


AT Monrovia, on Tuesday the 24th March, 1863, met at the President's mansion in the town of Monrovia, 
his Excellency the President of Monrovia; his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone; Commodore A. P. E. 
Wilmot, C.B., Her Majesty’s ship * Rattlesnake ; ” General Lewis; Ex-President Roberts ; Commander Wildman, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Philomel.” 

The object of the meeting being to consider the propriety of appointing a Commission to inquire into and 
report upon the northern limit of territorial boundary which should be recognized by the British Government, as 
at present occupied by the Liberian Republic. 

It was agreed,— 

1. That it would be advantageous for the commerce of both natious, that a boundary line should be recognized 
for the present as binding on both nations. 

2. That although this line may be acquiesced in for the present. in order to conduce to a clear understanding 
with regard to the rights to be enforced between the Liberian and British Governments respectively, it is in 
no way to affect the claims which the Liberian Government may have advanced with regard to equitable rights 
northward of any line which may be so reported on as advisable. 

3. That having decided upon the line which for the present it would be advisable to adopt as the limit to be 
recognized by the British Government, it shall be open to the Commissioners to receive any evidence and teport 
upon any claim which the Liberian Government may advance to any territories north of the lme recommended 
the Commissioners, excepting that it is understood that no report from the Commissioners shall affect the country 
lately ceded to and now occupied by the British Government. 

4. That the Commissioners on behalf of the British Government, shall be Commander Wildman of Her 
Majesty's ship ‘* Phitemel,” and Brevet-Major Jones, of the 2nd West Indian Regiment, and on behalf of 
Liberia, General J. N. Lewis, Secretary of State, and the Honourable J. J. Roberts, ex- President. 

(Signed) 8. W. BLACKALL. 
A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 175. 
The President of Liberia to Commodore Wilmot and Governor Blackall. 


Gentlemen, Monrovia, March 25, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the roerins of your note of this day’s date, covering memorandum of what 
you understood to have been decided on at our Conference yesterday, that shall constitute the basis of action of 
the joint Commission te be appointed on behalf of the respective Govermmente, to investigate and ascertain as far 
as practicable the proper territorial boundary line between them to the north-west of this place, page ee | me, 
—— correct, to have appended thereto the names of the Commissioners appointed on be! this 

vernment. 

In reply I beg to say that the memorandum in my opinion contains more than was mutually agreed to, though 
not more than was spoken of; I have therefore, deemed it most advisable to draw up one somewhat abbreviated 
from yours, whieh I hope will be satisfactory. fie & 

ave, ke. 


(Signed) 8. A. BENSON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 175. 
Minute drawn up by the President of Liberia. 


AT Monrovia, on Tuesday, 24th March, 1863, met at the President’s mansion in the City of Monrovia, 
his Excellency the President of Liberia; his Excetlency the Governor of Sierra Leone; Commodore Wilmot, C.B. 
Her Majesty's ship “ Rattlesnake ;’ General John N. Lewis, Secretary of State for the Republic of Liberia ; 
Honourable Joseph J, Roberts; Commander Wildman, Her Majesty's ship “ Philomel.” 

The object of the Meeting being to consider the propriety of appointing a Commission to inquire into and 
report upon the northera limit of territorial boundary of Liberia, which should be recognized by the British 
Government. 7 

1. That it would be advantageous for the commerce of both nations that a boundary line should be ascertained 
which should be recognized for the present as binding on both nations. 

2. That although this line may ve acquiesced in for the present, in order to conduce to a clear understanding 
with regard to the rights to be enforced between the British and Liberian Governments respectively, it is in no way 
to affect the claims which the Liberian Government may have advanced with regard to equitable rights northward 
of any line which may be so reported on as advisable. 

3. That having decided upon the line which for the present it would be advisable to adopt as tie limit to be 
recognized by the British Government, it shall be open to the Commission to receive any evidence and report 
upon any claim which the Liberian Government may advance to any territories north of the line recommended by 
the Commissioners, 

4. That the Commissioners on behalf of the British Government shall be Commander Wildman of Her 
Majesty's ship “ Philomel,” and Brevet-Major Jones of the 2nd West ndia Regiment; and on behalf of Liberia, 
General J. N. Lewis, Seeretary of State, and the Honourable J. J. Roverts, ex-President. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 175. 
Orders addressed to Commander Wildman. 


Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” Monrovia, March 25, 1863 

THE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having desired me to select a competent naval officer to act 
with an officer appointed by his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone, and with one or more persons whom 
the Government of Liberia may think desirable to nominate for this service, for the purpose of instituting a 
careful inquiry with a view to ascertain some line which should be the extreme boundary of the Liberian possessions 
to the northward, I hereby appoint you to act in the capacity ot Commissioner on the part of their Lordships on this 
duty, with full authority from me to call for all documents, Vreities and Agreements, between the Native Kings 
and Chiefs and the Liberian Government, providing the Commissioners of that Government do not object, in order 
that a careful, strict, and impartial examination of their rights to those parts of the territory of Africa over which 
they may claim jurisdiction shall be fully entered into. 

You have full power from me to make this Commission, with the consent of the other officers employed 
in it, one that shall extract from the Liberian Government all the information that may be necessary to 
obtain for the present settlement. a: least, of every doubt and difficulty as to what portions of country they 
ean establish their just claims to, and how far the British Government can with prudence and a proper 
consideration for the Kings and Chiefs on tu< coast, acknowledge their rights of sovereignty over. 

I trust entirely to your zeal, judgment, and discretion, as well as to your interest in the welfare of this 
country, for the satisfactory adjustment of every point connected with the very important duties you are 
called upon to perform; and I shall have great pleasure in forwarding to the Admiralty your Report 
whenever the Commission is finally dissolved. 

I wish you to act, if possible, in conjunction with the officer appointed by his Excellency the Governor of 
Sierra Leone. as far as the general objects of the Commission are concerned, but you are fully to understand 
that you are not to be bound in any way by the opinion of others, should their opinions not coincide with 
your own, 

You are in possession of all the documents relative to the question. 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
Leveson Wildman, Esq., 
Commander, H.M.S. “ Philomel.” 





Inclosure 5 in No. 175. 
Orders addressed to Commander Wildman. 


Memo. “ Rattlesnake,” Monrovia. March 25, 1863. 

REFERRING to my memorandum of this day's date, in which you are appointed Commissioner for the 
Government on the part of the Admiralty for the settlement of a Northern boundary line to the Liberian territory, 
I have to call your attention to one of the paragraphs contained in a letter from the Duke of Newcastle to the 
Secretary to the Admiralty, signed by Sir F. Rogers, and dated Downing Streei, December 22, 1862, which says, 
‘Her Majesty cannot abandon any part of the cessions of territory which she has accepted south of the Jong 
ativer.” 

In your discussions on the question of a northern boundary line, and other points connected with this subject, 
you are to bear in mind that the claims of the Liberian Government to these portions of territory alluded to 
are not to be entered upon or made a matter of report, because the question of right has been already settled by 
the British Goverument. 

You may, however, append to your Report whatever the Liberian Government have to bring forward with 
regard to auy prior claims they can produce, for the information of Her Majesty's Government. 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
Leveson Wildman, Esq., 
Commander, H.M.S. “ Philomel.” 


a RR AE 
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No. 176. 
Extract from Orders of Sir B. Walker to Commodore Wilmot. 


Paragraph 2.—MY recent inspection of that coast, and the information I have 
received, lead me to the conclusion that the spirit for the Traffic in Slaves has been 
renewed of late to the southward of St. Paul de Loanda, particularly in the localities 
of Benguela, Equimina, and Novo Redondo. A slave-vessel, as you are aware, has 
been recently captured by the “Wrangler,” which was to have shipped 1,700 slaves 
at Equimina. Benguela, also, at the time of my visit was full of slaves. Such 
being the case, I consider the South Division should be strengthened, and that not 
less than six cruizers should be stationed there, four to watch the River Congo and 
the adjacent coast, and two the coast between the Congo and Little Fish Bay. 

Paragraph 3.—The other locality for Slave Trade appears to be the seaboard 
of the territories of the King of Dahomey, which should be as closely watched as 
the means at your disposal will allow. Not less than four cruizers should be 
stationed in the Bights, in addition to the “ Investigator” or ‘“ Handy,” which 
vessels are occasionally to leave Lagos and the Lagoons for change of climate. 

Paragraph 6.—Your known zeal and former experience of the West Coast of 
Africa, and of the nefarious practices of the slave-dealers, give me the assurance 
that you will use every means at your disposal to put an end to their illicit trade, 
whilst, on the other hand, you will be equally zealous to advance the cause of civili- 
zation and legal commerce. 





No. 177. 
Commodore Wilinot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” Accra, April 27, 18638. 

I MET Mr. Freeman. Governor of Lagos, who was proceeding to England by 
the mail-steamer, at Cape Coast Castle on the 15th instant. He informed me that he 
had been to Benin, and settled the question to his satisfaction there relative to 
Mr. Henry’s claims, and that he had in some measure taken off the blockade of 
Abbeokuta. He has never communicated with ine officially or otherwise on either 
of these subjects, nor do | know the particulars connected with his visit to Benin. 

It will therefore be impossible for me to carry out their Lordships’ instructions 
relative to the blockade of the river until their pleasure is known with regard to 
Mr. Freeman’s proceedings. 

For the same reason it puts me in a difficult position with regard to Abbcokuta. 

If Mr. Freeman is to act on his own authority without reference to the senior 
officer on this coast, misunderstandings will arise and failures take place, which 
cannot but be injurious to the public service. 

Earl Russell’s instructions to him are positive on these points, and he is 
desired to consult with the Commodore before committing himself to any measures 
that involve a question of hostilities or not. 

I consider it my duty to bring these facts before your notice, in order that you 
may take such steps as you may deem necessary. 





l am, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
No. 178. 


Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Rattlesnake.”’ at Sea, off Whydah, April 28, 1863. 

1 LANDED at Accra yesterday, and the Commandant showed me the original 
of the copy inclosed. 

It seems to be a very important communication, inasmuch as it comes from 
42. Moorgate Street, London, and is signed, amongst others, by Knowles and Foster, 
English merchants. Of course I do not mean to insinuate that these gentlemen are 
in any way connected with the Slave Trade, but it seems strange that their signa- 
tures should be attached to a document sent to me of the most notorious slave- 
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dealers on this coast, and whose only means of obtaining money has been by the 
proceeds of the Slave Trade. 
I therefore think it advisable to send this direct for their Lordships’ perusal, 
in order that they may be informed as soon as possible on the subjec ‘. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 178. 


Messrs. Knowles and Foster to Senhor Vasconcellos de Lima, Quittah. 
(Transiation.) 
Friend and Sir, 42, Moorgate Steet, London, March 2?, 1363. 

WE confirm our last letter of the 23rd of January, since which we have received vours of the 8th of the 
same month, the contents of which we answer. 

We can now inform you that we have received from Sefior Don Julian de Zulueta, Havana, a remittance of 
3.248/, 198. 3d. on account of the deceased Cezar Cerqueira Lima, falling due on the 8th of May. 

From Senhor Francisco Eziguel Meira, of Bahia, we have received orders to retain in our possession any 
amount that we may receive on account of the deceased until we receive further instructions. 

On this matter we may mention that, by the law of England, we cannot let these sums out of our possession 
when received until we have taken letters of administration in the Court of Probate; for which reason it will be 
necessary to send us, in the first place, a legalized copy of the will of the deceased, authenticated by the English 
Consul ; or if Senhor Lima cied intestate it will be requisite that the person who desires to take out letters of 
administration shall prove that he is competently authorized to do this by sending us the public forms of those 
documents giuthenticated by the Evglish Consul. 

As soon as we receive these papers we will have them translated by the Notary, and we shall present thom 
in the Court; and if they be approved there we shall be able to trausmit the papers, which, after being duly 
executed, will enable us to take out the competent power. 

It is expedient that we should know whether Seuhor Lima had any ovher funds in this country, so that we 
may consider them for the stamp which is payable, so as to avoid a double expense. 

We remain, &c. 
Por Amlett, Vin and Co., 
(Signed) KNOWLES AND FOSTER. 


P S.—The above explanations relative to the necessity of power from the Court of Probate are also given to 
Senhor Meira, 


kK. AND PF. 





No. 179. 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(extract ) “ Rattlesnake,” April 30, 1863. 

THE same evening (the 27th April) I left for Lagos, and anchored there on the 
29th. I called in at Whydah on my way, and found the “ Mullet” there. There 
were also nine merchant-vessels of different nations—mostly English. 

Excellent beef and stock of every kind is procurable since my visit to the King, 
and every one says that this has done an immensity of good. 

| have found it necessary to send the “ Mullet” immediately to Ascension for 
repairs, and have ordered the “Investigator” to take her place off Whydah till I 
can relieve her by another cruizer. 

There have been no slaves shipped in the Bights since the departure of the 
steamer in October last, but this vessel is expected again, and the King of Dahomey’s 
late foray has been to collect slaves for the next voyage. 

We have no cruizer out here that can compete with her in speed, which is said 
to be eleven knots The “ Investigator” wili have the best chance. 

The following is an extract from Commander Beamish’s half-yearly Report on 
the Slave Trade to the 3lst December, 1862, which, as it concerns this steamer, will 
probably be interesting :— 

‘The boatswain of the slave-ship ‘Island Queen, of Washington, Delaware 
County (captured four days ago by the ‘ Wrangler’), and an old hand at the trade, 
told me that he belonged to a steamer about four years ago; that he and others, all 
Spaniards and Portuguese, went to Hartlepool, Durham, England, and having 
arrived there, waited until a screw steamer, the “Guliemina,” or “ Wilhelmina,” 
building for them was ready for sea, when they navigated her to Cadiz, and sailed 
a slaving voyage in her successfully. He said that he thinks the steamer ‘ Noc 
Daqui' (often mentioned in the Suspected Lists) is the same. He was corroborated 
in his statement by a shipmate in the ‘ Jsland Queen,’ who had been to Hartlepool 
with him,” 


rr 
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There is no doubt that the re-appearance of the Brazilian flag in the Bights is 
a very suspicious symptom. Domingo Martinez, now at Whydah, and Francisco 
Franco, at Cabenda, are of Brazilian origin. 

A most suspicious-looking brig, the ‘“ Maria Roga,” belonging to Bahia, and 
Jaden with rum, was boarded by this vessel off Whydah at the latter end of last 
year ; | have not heard of her since that time. She wore Brazilian colours. 

Commander Beamish mentions that he also boarded a schooner last year with 
Brazilian colours. This vessel has been on the coast before as American, and had 
been purchased at Rio or Bahia by a Brazilian. 

Affairs at Lagos are very unsatisfactory. The blockade being taken off has 
rather increased the ill feeling. Every one is most anxious that | should visit 
Abbeokuta, and endeavour to bring about a pacific solution of affairs. Merchants, 
missionaries, natives, both of Abbeokuta and Lagos, the Acting Governor. all 
are anxious for me to undertake the mission, as all trade is at a standstill and great 
inconvenience felt. I have consented to do so, more particularly as the “ Rattle- 
snake” must go to Fernando Po for coals anid provisions. This will give me the 
opportunity without taking me away from my other duties or interfering in any 
way with my intended movements. [| expect to be absent enly ten days, and shall 
then proceed to the South Coast. Since finishing the above remarks | have seen 
most of the residents at Lagos, and they are all very sorry that the blockade has 
been taken off. It was on for too short a period to be much felt by the Abbeokutans, 
who have not suffered half so much by it as the people here. 

The Abbeokutans are rather inclined to treat this measure with contempt, and 
they have continued the blockade on their own account. 

The merchants and traders are beginning to complain very bitterly, and say 
they will be obliged either to suspend their business or leave the Colony. 

The late affair at Epé has terminated satisfactorily for the present. Possoo 
has made a Treaty with us as to the right of territory along the sea-beach. 

As Governor Freeman has returned to England their Lordships will learn from 
him all the particulars respecting this transaction. 

The French have established a Representative at Porto Novo, as also a Consul 
at Whydah. The French Commodore did not land any men at Whydah, but he 
tells me that a smail French steamer of war will be anchored off Porto Novo. 

| cannot conceal from you my own opinion as to the causes of the Protectorate 
being established, and as I made the Treaty myself in January 1852 with the King, 
it naturally creates in my mind a feeling of jealousy and discontent, as well as of 
sorrow, that such a fine country should have been lost tothe British Crown. | have 
little doubt that the reason of the King’s withdrawing himself from our friendship 
is attributable in a great measure to our want of policy in not keeping upa constant 
intercourse with him. If the authorities who have been out here for ten years past 
had shown the King that they had a real interest in his own welfare and in the 
prosperity of his country, if small presents had been made at seasonable times, and 
if he had been visited at different periods. Lam quite certain that not only would 
the late fight there never have been required, but that he would have freely given 
up his country if it had been our policy to accept it; at all events he would not 
have called in another Power. 

1 will not pretend to say that the intrigues of French merchants and others out 
here may not have had some influence in the course he has pursued, but 1 will 
confidently affirm that the French influence out here would have been tried in vain 
if we had not treated him in the way he has been treated. We have constantly 
threatened him with our displeasure and that we would destroy his town. , 

This has produced at length the full reward, and there is no doubt that he has 
thrown himself into the hands of the French to avoid these constant quarrels and 
these so often repeated threats. 

He can now remain quiet and safe under the French protection, as well as keep 
up the dignity and position of a King without being lowered in the eyes of his 
people. 

The French do not interfere with the laws and customs of the people. 

I have to call your serious attention to the Treaty entered into by me with the 
King of Porto Novo in 1852. Refer to Article VI:—*The subjects of the Queen 
of England may always trade freely with the people of Porto Novo in every article 
they may wish to buy and sell in all the places and ports and rivers within the 
territories of the King and Chiefs of Porto Novo, and throughout the whole of their 
dominions ; and the King and Chiefs of Porto Novo pledge themselves to show no. 
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favour and give no privilege to the ships of traders of those countries, which they . | 


do not: show to those of England.” ates ; 
y the terms of this Article the King of Porto Novo cannot. without the 
consent of the British Government enter into any a; t with another Power. 


It will be for Her Majesty’s Government to decide whether the late proceedings 
at Porto Novo are justifiable or not. 


P.S.—I have been to Epé and visited Possoo, who is an old friend of twelve 
years’ standing. He was at Lagos when I was there in 1852, and his name was 
A 





No. 180. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Edmonstone. — 


ir, “« Espoir,” St. Paul de Loanda, July 25, 1862. 

HAVING only within the last few days seen the Blue Book a 
correspondence relating to the Slave Trade for 1861, it is with much surprise I fin 
a document headed, “Report from Captain Walker of the Expeditionary Steamer 
‘Sunbeam,’ &c., communicated to Earl Russell by Mr. Hamilton.” 

I think I should hardly allow the statements contained in this document, 
involving as they do a serious charge, to pass without some protest, coming 
apparently as they do with the sanction of such an authority as Earl Russell. 

The whole tone of this journal seems to be, on every possible occasion, to 
insinuate that difficulties were thrown in the way, or to sneer at the conduct of the 
expedition. 

Many remarks I pass over on points on which a difference of opinion must 
exist between a trader whose only apparent object was to get rid of a cargo of 
goods on the best possible terms, and myself who endeavoured to provide for the 
possibility of the River Niger being again visited by ships of war and traders. 

But when Captain Walker (see e 122) stated “the conduct of Commander 
Douglas was most discreditable in ty him as he did,” it involves a charge 
which | think I have a right to demand should be withdrawn, or my conduct 
inquired into. 

In explanation | may add, the place at which I left the “Sunheam” was a 
trading factory which had been established for nearly a year, and in that time had 
been visited repeatedly by the ‘‘ Sunbeam” alone. It could not be such a dangerous 
position as Captain Walker would lead one to suppose, as he states in the early 
part of his journal that the Rev. Samuel Crowther had decided to continue the 

ission Station after the factory was closed. 

After speaking of my conduct on the occasion in question in the highly flattering 
manner you have done in your despatch of October 29, 1861, I trust you will see no 
objection to forwarding my present application to the proper authority. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 181. 
{Communication between Civil and Naval Authorities on West Coast. ] 
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No. 182. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


' ** Rattlesnake,” Lagos, May 22, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the Report of the Commission 
appointed to define the boundary line between British and Liberian territory, dated 
the 10th instant, to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and I 
have very great pleasure and satisfaction in expressing my high appreciation of the 
manner in which the Commission has been so aly conducted by Commander Leveson 
Wildman, of Her Majesty’s steam-vessel ‘‘ Philomel,” on the part of their Lordships, 
and J trust they will fally satisfied with his proceedings. 

2. 1 to state that upon this and all other occasions during my command I 
have found Commander Wildman most active and zealous in the performance of his 
duties on this coast. 

3. In consequence of the press of work in my office, for this mail, [am unable 
to forward the duplicate Report of the above, which shall be sent by the next 


alain I have, &c 
(Signed) | A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


Sir 





Inclosure in No. 182. 


Report of the Commissioners appointed to define the Boundary Line between British and Liberian Teritory. 
Commander Wildman and Major Jones to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Philomel,” Sierra Leone, May 10, 1863. 

WE have the honour to inclose proceedings, signed by the Joint Commissioners, Liberian and British, and 
to report thereon. 

1. Respecting the deeds, &c., produced in support of the claims advanced on behalf of Liberia to all territory 
laving between the boundary of Grand Cape Mount territory and Shebar River. he first deed of sale (Sugaree, 
No. 1 in the Schedule) we consider correct. ‘I'he second (Manna and Solyman, No 2 in the Schedule) is incorrect 
and senseless, as it begins and ends at the same place, which fact the Liberian Commissioners could not explain to 
us; in addition to which the deed is signed only by one George Robin, who is not acknowledged as King of the 
Gallinas. The third and fourth (Gallinas, Nos. 3 and 4 in the Schedule) we consider only meant to give Liberia a 
right to trade freely in the Gallinas territory and no other right: the validity of these deeds is denied by the Kings and 
Chiefs. The tifth (Cassee, No. 5 in the Schedule) we consider correct, should the parties who signed it have the 
power of inaking over the territory : this we could not inquire into, as the Liberian Commissioners refused to allow any 
inquiry to take place ; also they are unable exactly to state where this territory beginsandends. The sixth (Gumbo, 
No. 6 in the Schedule) we have the same opinion about. The seventh (Mattree, No.7 in the Schedule) begins from 
the north-west angle of Gumbo, and ryns along the coast until it strikes the line of country owned by the Tuckers, 
but the Liberian Commissioners cannot define it, and the Chief Tucker states that his territory commences on 
Mattree Bullam, in the Kittam River, and runs along the coast to the Shebar; consequently the Chief Tucker 
denies the right of the people signing that deed having power to sell his territory, he having distinctly stated in a 
letter dated 13th October, 1862, addressed to Governor Hill, that on no occasion has he sold any land to Liberia, 
and Liberia acknowledges they have purchased no territory from him. 

President Benson informed Earl Russell that he was able and willing to produce, if necessary, the deed of 
cession of the Gallinas territory (vide despatch Foreign Office, July 1862, Slave Trade draft, Consul-General 
Ralston). No deeds have been presented to us, except those in the Schedule. 

With regard to the boundary proposed by us on the 29th April, 1863, we consider that is all that in strict 
justice ought to be given to be Liberia. This boundary having been objected to by the Liberian Commissioners 
on the Ist May, 1863, and the propositions made by them beiug inadmissible, we made further propositions dated 
2nd May, 1863; our reasons for so doing are stated in those propositions, Our last propositions were refused, and 
fresh advanced on behalf of the Liberian Government, and on which we beg to make the following remarks :— 

We consider, so far from Her Majesty's Government being bound by existing engagements to acknowledge 
the claims of Liberia to the north of the Big River at the Gallinas (marked on the chart as the Solyman), that 
Her Majesty’s Goveroment would be in strict justice to the Kings and Chiefs of the Gallinas territory bound to 
uphold the rights of the latter, as far south as Manna Rock, which is a long way south of the Big River (marked 


i 
i 
| 
: 
i 
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The annexed beth aden Reps tiem dg gato x Sag Rael a ae Government endeavours 
8. 


to prevent trade in territory by than Liberian citizen: 
Geren wepdiniy as cling baliae Se ong pa then wraaemar bundy to us, which end at 
Mattree, which is some distance south of Shebar, and the total absence of any even claims to Chief Tucker's 
, and Her *s between Mattree and the Shebar River ; also to the refusal of the Liberian 


We have, ke. - 
Signed) | LEVESON WILDMAN, Commander, R.N., : 
Beit ROKEBY 8. W. JONES, Brevet Major, Ind West India ap letane; Commlectonete, 


Estract of Deeds. 


1. Deed of sale, dated the 27th March, 1850, commencing at wp ovige and running along the sea-beach to 
the centre of the Manna River, extending inland along the centre of that river fifty miles, thence along the back 
line of the Manna Rock country about ten miles, until it strikes the Liberian a 
(Signed) GEO. COLE (King). 
TOM COLE. 


MAMNOKAH, alias TIM COLE. 
GEORGE TUCKER. 


2. From'the Manna Roek to that river marked in the Admiralty chart as the Gallinas and Solyman Rivers, 


dated 24th December, 1850. 
(Signed) GEO. ROBIN, Owner of Manna and Solyman. 
Not understood by us; the deed is improperly made out, and we consider it illegal. 





3. A deed granting political jurisdiction to the Government of Liberia, but does not cede or relinquish their 
right in the land, but grants pre-emption rights to the territory, when the Chiefs are disposed to sell it, dated 


30th April, 1851. 
(Signed) T. T. ROBERTS. 
LUCIEN RODGERS. 
JOHN SHAFFA RODGERS. 
PRINCE MANNA. 
JAMES W. ROGERS. 
JAMES ROGERS. 


4, A deed ceding to the Liberian Government so much of the Gallinas territory as may be required by them 
for the pu of forming settlements or factories, but reserving so much of the territory as they may require for 
pei Low scan and should the Gallinas people be at any time occupying land which the Liberian Government 
may want for settlements or factories, the Gallinas people shall not be removed, excepting by their own consent, 

then in consideration of a suitable recompense. Dated 19th February, 1851. 

(Signed) LUCIEN ROGERS. 
JOHN SHAFFA ROGERS. 
PRINCE MANNA. 
JAMES WESTERN ROGERS. 
JAMES ROGERS. 





5. A deed of sale of the Cassa country, commencing at the northerm boundary of the Gallinas territery> 
and extending along the sea-beach in a north-west direction about ten miles to the seuth-east boundary of Gumbo 
pry gr int the interior about forty-eight miles, a back line running across to the Gallinas territory, for 
850 


; signed 4th May, 1850. 
(Signed KING SINU WEN. 
, KUMNU. 
BANNU BAKGO. 
OLD JOE. 
MAN-TA-BE. 
JOB WILLIAM. 
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An Act Confining ani Restricting Foreign Vessels to Ports of Eniry. 


It is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Republic of Liberia in Legislature . 
assembled : 


Section 1. That from and after the lat day of January, a.p. 1865, no fo vessel or vessels arriving on the 
coast of Liberia from any port or place. or Liberian vessels engaged in the ft trade, shall be allowed to trade 
at = point or parts but at ports of entry that are now or may hereafter be created by the legislature of this 
Republic. 

4 Sec. 2. It is further enacted that from and after the Ist day of January, 1865, all foreign vessels are by this 
Act prohibited from landing or delivering any goods, wares, or merchandize, of whatsoever kind, at any point or 
part of the coast of the Republic of Liberia, except at such points or parts of the coast of this Republic 3s are now 
or may be declared by the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia to be ports of entry and delivery. 

Sec. 3. It is further enacted that any foreign ves.>l or vessels violating any of the provisions of this Act 
shail be seized by any Revenue or Naval officer of this Republic, and brought to the nearest port of entry and 
delivery (as in the o;inion of the Revenue or Commanding Naval Officer may deem expedient), and delivered into 
the custody of the National Officer of the Admiralty Court of the county into which said vessel or vesseis shall be 
brought; and upon adjudication and conviction before said Court, the master of ssid vessel shall be fined in a sum 
of not less than 5,000, nor more than 10,000 dollars. 

Approved February 4, 1863. 


Proceedings of the Commissioners appointed by the respective Governments of Great Britain and the Republic of 
Liberia to investigate the question relating to the Nurth- West Boundary of the said Republic, and to fix 
upon a Line which shall be recognized by the two Governments as comprising for the present the Northern 
Limit of the Liberian Government 


According to previous arrangement, the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Government and those cf the 
Republic of Liberia, viz, Commander Wildman and Major Jones, on the part of Her Majesty's Government, and 
Honourable J. J. Roberts and General Lewis, on the part of the Republic of Liberia, met in the city of Monrovia, 
this day, April 25, 1865, at 10 o'clock a.M., and produced their respective powers, which were found satisfactory, 
and copies thereot were exchanged. 

The Liberian Commissioners requested to be informed whether his Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone 
and Commodore Wilmot had accepted the alterations or corrections submitted by his Excellency the President of 
Liberia to the draft drawn up by the Governor, of the conversation had between him, the President, and the 
Commodore, as a basis of the present negotiation, The Liberian Commissioners also stated that, according to 
their understanding, the corrections referred to are to the effect that the Commissioners shall have power to 
examine into and report upon all claims to territory, whether British or Liberian, lying between Gallinas and 
the Shebar River. 

‘The British Commissioners produced a copy of the draft submitted by his Excellency the Governor, and also the 
one submitted by his Excellency the President ; neither of which being accepted and signed as was contemplated, to 
form a basis of pegotiation, they were laid aside. The British Commissioners then stated that, according to their 
instructions, the claims of the Liberian Government to certain portions of territory acquired by the British Crown 
in the neighbourhood and south of Shebar are not to be discussed or made a matter of report by them ; as the 
question of right to these territories has been senny settled by the British Government. Nevertheless, they are 
at liberty, they stated, to append to their Report whatever the Liberian Government may have to b forward, 
with regard to any prior claim they may produce to such territory, for the information of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment. 

Upon this announcement the Liberian Commissioners stated that, under such restrictions, they must beg to 
defer further proceedings until they could obtain aditional instructions from their Government, as the position 
thus assumed by the British Commissioners excluded entirely all reciprocity in the investigations of the queation 
of prior right to the territory claimed respectively by the two Governments. They complained that their Govern- 
ment should be treated with so little consideration as to be excluded from the privilege of even discussing her 
claims to territory to which they believed their Government bas a prior right; nor can they understand the 
principle upon which Her Majesty's Government have determined this question of right, without any reference 
whatever to the Liberian Government. 

After agreeing that for all purposes of reference, should the negotiations proceed, the Admiralty chart should 
be used for authority, and that the inquiry shall begin at the north-west boundary of the Grand Cape Mount territory, 


no far north from Monrovia being recognized as bond Jide Liberian territory, the Commission adjourned to Monday 
the 27th instant, at 10 o'clock a.m. , 


yy, 2 April 27, 1863.—The Commissioners met this day at 10 o'clock, a.m., aceording to adjournment, 
The Liberian Commissioners .stated that, with the view of obtaining a clear and definite understanding with 
regard to several points upon which they desired to be distinctly informed, they would beg to submit to the British 
Commissioners the following interrogatories :— 

1. Will they be enough to define the southern boundary of the territory claimed by Hor Majesty's 
a ge south oh e Shebar River? — pene ‘. 

2. Are authorized to agree a western bou line which be ir the t 
by Her Mojontyte Government as tha worehaes limit of inet —e pe’ 
es 3. ev giclee | restricted by their instructions to sny line south of the territory claimed by Her Majesty's 

vernment \ 

4. Are they willing to sign a basis upon which the negotiations shall proceed, so that, in event of 
upon s Uwe sath of whes the Ldkislon Gereroinom elites to Us torshary, old abWemstas dhall tot rej the 
Liberian claim to said territory in uny swbeequent negotiation ? 

5. Will they state distinctly the method they to adopt is reyard to the examination of the question of 
right, and the proofs necessary to the establishment of the Liberian claims ? 4 

The, questions were discussed at some length an informal manter, when it was agreed that a eopy 


of thera » be furnished the British Commissioners, to 1 a written reply would be returned. 
‘The Commission then adjourned to Tugsday the 28th instant, at 10 o'clock, a.m. o 


Tueeday, April 28—The Commission met this day-at 10 o'clock a.te., according to adjourmnent.. >; 
Crass A. 20 |. 
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er The British Commissioners prevented the following;note in reply to the interrogntories submitted yesterday by 
“ Monrovia, April 28, 1863. 


“ Gentlemen, 


“In reply te your letter of yesterday's date, forwarding to us five questions and Tequesting answers to the 


same, we have the r to inform vou that the answers are as follows :— 
** Answer to No, 1.—Cannot be given now, but will be sent from Sierra Leone if necessary. 
“ Answer to No. 2.—Yes. 
“ Anawer to No, 3.—No. 
* Answer to No, 4.—Yes. 


“ Answer to No. 5.—Treaties. deeds, and all documents to be juced on which the claims are founded, and 


their validity proved (if necessary) by reference to the Kings and of the countries in question, and evidence 
adduced by them. Bick enn - of both Governments to be present at above-mentioned inquiries. 
* We have, &e. 


(Signed) “Leveson Witpman, Commander, R.N. 
* Roxesy 8S. W. Jones, Brevet Major, Ind West India Reyiment. 
“ Hon, J. J. Roberts, P 


“General Lewis, ¢ 
“ Commissioners, &c., &e., &c.” 

On presentation of the foregoing, considerable discussion arose in regard to the bearing and effect of the fifth 
answer. 

The Liberian Commissioners objected to the clause “and their validity proved (if necessary) by reference to 
the Kings and Chiefs of the countries in question.” They stated that the natives along this coast, like most other 
heathen people, have bat little regard for honesty or truthfulness; they. as a general thing, allow no yirtuous 
scruples to control their inordinate cupidity; some of them would not hesitate to employ any artifice to sell their 
territory a dozen times if they could find purchasers: and, indeed, it has come to the knowledge of the Liberian 
Government that some of these Chiefs, in violation of some of their solemn written engagements, have transmitted 
documents to Her Majesty's Government repudiating said engagements, and disavowing the sale of their territory 
to the Liberian Government. 

The British Commissioners admitted that such documents had been transmitted to Her yc Government, 
and though there may be great force in the argument respecting the insincerity and cupidity of some of those 
Chiefs, nevertheless they deemed it proper that reference should be had to them in the settlement of the question 
of right, where such right had been disputed by them. 

The Liberian Commissioners maintained that deeds and Treaties should be recognized as proofs of Liberian 
claim to such territories, and not to be controverted by the testimony of the Kings and Chiefs of the countries in 
question. However they would ask an adjournment until to-morrow, to allow them time for consideration and to 
commanicate their decision on this subject. 

Whereupon the Commission adjourned to Wednesday the 29th instant, at 10 o'clock A.M. 


Wednesday, April 29.—The Commissioners met this day at 10 o'clock A.m., accordine to adjournment. 

The following was submitted by the Liberian Commissioners as their conclusion in reterence to the auswer of 
the British Commissioners to the fifth interrogatory submitted by the Liberian Commissioners on the 27th instant, 
viz,: “ The Liberian Commissioners cannot consent to accept any evidence touching the question of right to 
territory claimed by their Government, except such witnesses only as are competent and wholly disinterested in the 
the result of the decision in respect to said territories.” 

This question being thus disposed of, the British Commissioners proceeded to the examination of the deeds 
and documents onder which the Liberian Government claims the following territories, viz—1. Sugaree; 2. Manna 
and Solyman; 8 ani 4. Gallinas; 5. Casee: 6. Gumbo; 7. Mattree. 

From the aforesaid deeds and documents the British Commissioners made such extracts as they thought 
proper. ‘Chey then presented copies of several letters addressed to his Excellency Governor Hill, of Sierra Leone, 
by certain Kings ad Chiefs. denying having ceded their country to the Liberian Government, viz.:— 

1. Dated Gumbo, Gallinas River, October 13, 1862, David Tucker. 

2. Dated Messuan Town, Cream Country, October 13, 1862, s Brama and Queen Messeh. 

3, Dated Boom River, Tomar, October 13, 1862, signed W. E. Tucker and Brothers. 

4. Dated Gaindamah, October 15, 1862, signed Prince Manna, and containing six other signatures, 

5. Dated September $0, 1862, — by Prince Mannah and forty-three others. 

After which the Commissioners adjourned to Thursday, at 10 o’clock a.m. 


Thureday, if 30—The Commissioners met this day at 10 o'clock a.M., according to adjournment. 


“ Monrovia, April 29, 1863. 
“We cannot consider that the deeds presented to us this tas ative Lie ony Sa 6 Seer oe are 







-iberian Government north of the above line, it could not in any way affect the right 
Treaty, dated Pebruary 2, 1850, for her subjects to trade freely in’ the Gallinas 
and eke ined Sor tank parvaes Be. 0. Hee from oll Inpelipant trom satins wana 
ragedutioes. In the event of claims being preferred we ose that the Commissioners 
according to Aatile 5 in our communication No. 2 daied wt Monrovia, the 
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Friday, May 1.—The Commissioners met this day at 10 o'clock a.m., according to adjournment. 

The Liberian Commissioners presented the following in reference to the subject of discussion yesterday :— 

Having further considered the proposition of the British Commissioners relative to the recognition, by Her 
Majesty's Government, of the centre of the Manna River as forming “the extreme limit of Liberian Ag 
the Liberian Commissioners, with all deference to the opinion that dictated such « Proposition, would beg to 
submit that the limit they would assign to Liberia, by their communication of the 29th ultimo, as her north-west 
boundary, would deprive the Liberian Government of the right to extend her laws over important tracts of 
territory acquired by actual purchase from the Native Chiefs north of said line :— : 

1, Solyinan, comprising a part of the territory included in the Manna purchase, and lying immediately north 
of the proposed line, the deed for which was exhibited on the 29th ultimo. 

2. Two deeds of cession, dated respectively the }3th April, 1850, and 19th February, 1851, bv which the 
political jurisdiction and pre-emption right to the whole Gallinas territory are ceded to the Liberian Government 
by the Chiefs of the country. And with respect to the “right Her Majesty possesses by Treaty dited the 2nd 
of February, 1850, for her subjects to trade freely, &c., in the Gallinas territory,” the Liberian Commissioners 
are clearly of opinion that said Treaty being solely commercial, can in no way affect the political right acquired by 
the Liberian Government over said territories, 

8. And also, north of the Gallinas, are three tracts of territory, via., Cassee, Gumbo, and Mattree, hased 
by the Liberian Government from the Native Chiefs, deeds for which were also exhibited on the 29th ultimo; 
and as far as the Liberian Commissioners know, the right of their Government to a considerable portion of this 
territory remains undisputed. 

In view of the foregoing considerations, and others equally. if not more important, which need not be detailed 
here, the Liberian Commissioners cannot consent to the proposition of fixing the centre of the Manna River as 
the extreme limit of the Liberian territory north. 

Nevertheless, the Liberian Government, feeling extremely anxious to arrive at some satisfactory and definite 
understanding with Her gues. fe Government in regard to this question of jurisdiction over the territory alluded 
tu; and believing that the appreheusion of the enforcement of the commerce and revenue laws of Liberia in these 
territories is perhaps the chief cause which has Jed to an attempt on the part of certain Chiefs to deny having 
sold or ceded their territory to the Liberian Government (and this, perhaps, will: aprly more particularly to 
the Chiefs of Gallinas); and as the Liberian Government has been contemplating, aud shall eis in the 
course of a few years find it desirable to form settlements at some points within this said northern territory— 
therefore the Liberian Commissioners would propose, ncting under instructions from their Government, to the 
British Commissioners, for the consideration of Her Majesty’x Government, that the Shebar River be recognised, 
being a natural boundary, as the north-western limit of the Republic; and that, for the purpose of facilitating 
trade in that section of country, the Liberian Government will concede to British subjects the right to trade in 
common with Liberian citizens, free from all impediments of tolls, customs, duties, or other restrictive Custom- 
house Regulations. in all the territory lying between the northern boundary of the Gallinas country and the 
Shebar River, for the term of fifteen years. 

Havin consulted in regard to the foregoing, the following reply was returned :-— 

The British Commissioners have cousidered the proposition made by the Liberian Commissioners this day, 
and regret that they consider it impossible to concur in any of the proposals made. Those proposals assume 
that the deeds, &c., presented to us give undisputed and incontestable right to all territory between the Mannah 
and Shebar Rivers ; such is not, in our opinion the case, neither is it the opinion of the Kings and Chiefs of the 
countries lving between the Kivers Maona aud Shebar, as will be seen by reference to their letters, &c., 
to the British Government. 

The Commission adjourned to Saturday, 2nd instant, at 10 o'clock, a.m. 

Naturday, May 2.—The Commission me: this day at 10 o'clock, a.m , according to adjournment. 

The British Commissioners made the following propositions :— 

First. That if the Kings and Chiefs of the Gallinas do not refuse to agree, the British Commi 
mend the south bank of the * Big River.” at the Gallinas (marked on the chart as the Solyma ) be 
Her Briiannic Majesty's Government as the extreme limit of Liberian territory to the sort. = a Sag 

Second. Tnat the navigation of the Gullinas River (as above specified) be equally open 16.4 


and Liberia, . 
« 


























Third. The righ to trade freely in the Gallinas territory having bern, ¢ 
suljects prior to the deed giving political jurisdiction to the Liberian Government (af 
and Chiefs of that country), Her Majesty's Government could not give up that} 
extends southward as far as the Mannah k. Factories have been cotablinbed ‘ 
between Her Maivsty's Government and the Gallinas Kings and Chiefs, under teas 
Chiefs. Her Majesty's Commissioners would be willing to propose that Her Maje 
all right to benefit by that ‘Treaty south of the Gallinas River (as above’ sj it sed) . 
leases held by British merchants, and the rights granted to them by those raven. ny E : 


be 


know well that Her Majesty's Government wish to do all in their pow str 
antl are actuated in this question only by a wish to grant all that j# p action’ 
interests of British merchants, or wronging the nuetive Ringe with : 
to Her Majesty for protection from wrong or injustice. a ee 3 
It must be clearly understood that Her Majesty cannot : 
Liberian Government on Kings and Chiefs Pdi sc 
such a title, unless the sufficieucy and dora Adlee of the tranin 
ulso that Hur Majesty cannot require her subjeata.to Y ny 
ment in territories, so leng aa that Gevernmen ea in thoan. 
protection to commerce. : 2% 4 
Should these he aceepted 
roceed without septs th Gallines prt or the : 


ings and Chiefs of that conmtaysec)}i 8.) 
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right to Her Majesty for her subjects is not only not denied, but is quoted by them in their appes| to Her Majesty's 
Crovernment. 

The Liberian Commissioners in reply to the propositions submitted by the British Commissioners of the 2nd 
instant, beg to state that they highly appreciate the kind and friendly sentiments to which they have given expres- 
son, as entertained by Her Majesty's Government for this Republic, and their “wish to do all in their power to 
strengthen the Liberian Government.” They would also avail themselves of this occasion, on behalf of their Govern- 
ment, gratefully to acknowledge the many favours this infant Commonwealth has received from Her Majesty's 
Government ; and the Liberian Commissioners are fully persuaded that Her Majesty's Government would not at 
wy tine refuse to their Government any reasonable demands, or withhold any acts of kindness in time of need, 
mut less pursue towards it any course of policy tending to injure its future prospects ; and on the other hand, 
vey would assure the British Commissioners that their Government has no wish to curtail any privilege that does 
vot conflict with its own weltare, calculated to further the interests of British merchants trading within its juris 

tio. And now, in respect to the several propositions in the order they are stated— 

1 The Liberian Commissioners must decline the acceptance of any proposition dependent upon the will of 
Chefs who are represented as being arrayed against the authority of their Government. However, with a view 
of removing as far as practicable all impediments to a satisfactory understanding and settlement of this question. 
the L berian Commissioners are authorized by their Government to amend that part of their proposition submitted 
oy the Ist instant which refers to free trade within certain limits for a term of years, to read * within the territory 
lying between the centre of Manna River on the south, and Shebar River on the north.” 

2. Requires no remark, Gallinas River being embraced in the territory above referred to. 

3. With respect to the question of political jurisdiction acquired by the Liberian Government over the whole 
Gall nas territory, the Liberian Commissioners scarcely need remark that the right of jurisdiction embraces govern- 
montal powers which cannot be restricted by a Commercial Treaty, though made previously to the cession of 
po itieal jurisdiction, unless confirmed by the Government possessing the actual sovereignty of the country ; and the 
Iotvran Commissionerg waintain that the sufficiency of the transaction out of which the title of the Liberian 
(overnmont arises to the territories in question is clearly established by the deeds and other instruments ot cession 

seeuted by the respective Chiefs of said territories ; and the Liberian Government cannot, in consequence of a 
se repudiation of their own acts on the part of some of these Chiefs, relinquish its claims to territory bonourably 
pered: and further the Liberian Commissioners would state disiinetly that they have no doubt of the ability of 
vir Government, especially if untrammeiled hy foreign influence, not only to maintain its jurisdiction and enforce 
bows. but to afford proper protection to all within its limits. And as regards the understanding by the Chiefs 

he foree and bearimg of the term ‘politieal jurisdiction,” the Liberian Commissioners veg respectfully to 

‘fer from the view entertained by the British Commis-ioners in regard to the ignorance of the Chiefs respecting 
© real meaning of the term * political jurisdiction ;” and as respeets the Chiefs of Gallinas, the doubt cannot 
esitly opply, for at the time of the cession the meaning was fully and distinctly explained 10 them, At that tine 

ereatoebject had in view by the Liberian Government was the suppression of the Slave Trade, which was then 

)peLon extensively in that territory, though somewhat covertly, by the Chiefs, notwithstanding the Slave 

foede Treaties they had entered into with Her Majesty's Government. Hence it was deemed desirable and 
sorry that the Liberian Government should acquire the political jurisdiction over the territory, to enable 

to enforee its laws therein, and thereby more effectually suppress the Slave Trade by preventing the 
rection of slave barracoons, and by holding responsible all within the territory, whether natives or others, 
stecmsht be guilty of any infringement of the laws of the Republic. All this the Chiefs fully and distinctly 
‘vwlerstood, and were aware that by their deed of cession the sovereignty of the country was vested in the 
Crovernment of Liberia, , 

And it may not be out of place for the Liberian Commissioners to state here, that since the date of cession 
referred fo, in eonsequence of a knowledge of the fact that the Liberian Government had acquired this jurisdiction, 
vol the careful espionage bor the Government has maintained over this territory, no slave factory has been 

eohetl pity and it cannot be denied that some credit is due to the Liberian Government for the annihilation 
4 tve Slave Trade at Gallinas. If it be that the Chiefs would revive that nefarious Traffic, well may they wish 
repudiate the Liberian claim to the sovereignty of the country. : 

I) reward to the proposal that the Joint Commission procced to the Gallinas territory for the purpose of 
*forng the boundary line, also of mecting the Kings and Chiefs of that country, the Liberian Commissioners beg 
» state that their proposition of the Ist instant, referred to and amended above, supersedes the necessity of the 
} oot Commission proceeding to Gallinas for the purpose of defining a boundary line; and as regards meeting the 
howe aed Cloets, the Liberian Government have had the subject under careful consideration, and while they feel 
voteefied that by a fair and impartial investigation the Liberian elaims to the territory in question could be esta- 
eted beyond a doubt, there are reasons, involving important political considerations. which force them to 
terine senciog Commissioners to Gallinas for the purpose stated by the British Commissioners. And further, it 
» earnestly hoped that Her Majesty's Government will favourably consider the proposition of the Liberian 
( mmiesioners above referred to, and that the whole question thenceforward will be definitely settled. 

After tous the Commission adjourned to Monday 4th instant, at 10 o'clock a.m. 

Mensay, May 4.—The Commission met this day at 10 o'clock a.a., according to adjournment. 

Matters beng so far settled, the Commissioners adjourned sine die in order to prepare the Minutes, &c., for 
soghing. 


Dated at Monrovia, this 7th day of May, 1863. 
Liberian Commissioners, 
(Signed) J. J. ROBERTS. 
J. N. LEWIS. 
British Commissioners, 
LEVESON WILDMAN, 
Commander, R.N. 
ROKEBY S. W. JONES, 
Brevet Major, 2nd West Inga Regiment. 





, 
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No. 183. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


. . ‘* Rattlesnake,” Lagos, May 24, 1863. 

I SENT the “ Rattlesnake’ to Fernando Po to complete coals and provisions 
on the forenoon of the Ist instant, and went over the bar to Lagos in the “ Investi- 
gator,” at the same time taking up my quarters at the Government House. 

As i did not wish to take the Bashorun by surprise, and afford him the oppor- 
tunity of saying | had not given him notice of my coming, | sent a messenger with 
a letter, in which L stated it to be my intention of paying him a visit. 

His answer was most friendly, and he himself with the Elders and all his 
people were most anxious to see me, and had been expecting me for a long time. 

The war Chiefs at the camp at Makun also expressed a strong desire for my 
presence amongst them. 

Accompanied by the Acting Governor, Captain Mulliner, commanding the 
troops, and my Secretary, Mr. Collings, J left Lagos on the morning of the 9th in 
the “ Handy,” having sent on the canoes the previous evening, and steamed to the 
entrance of the river, a distance of about ten miles. Here we found the canoes, in 
which we embarked, and commenced our journey up the river. Each had a 
separate canoe. The “Handy” was sent back again to Lagos. The river at this 
season of the year is very shallow, and the canoemen were obliged frequently to get 
out and push the canoes over the sand. We were poled up the whole way. 

The distance by river to Abbeokuta is variously stated, and it is extraordinary 
that up to this time no correct estimate has been made. The reason given is that 
the currents and shallows make it difficult to make a proper calculation ; but as few 
of the Europeans and none of the natives have any idea of the importance of time 
or distance, it is not surprising that the distance from Lagos to Abbeokuta by river 
is yet unknown. 

By land | am told it is forty-five miles. By water my opinion is that it is 
eighty-three miles actually to Abbeokuta itself, including the distance by lagoon 
before the river is entered. 

We were rather more than two and a-half days going up, and one and a-half 
days in coming down, including rest and stoppages. 

Various robberies had been committed on the river by bodies of plunderers 
who have been and are in the habit of levying a sort of black mail on goods 
going up aud down the river. 

The Government of Abbeokuta, from its weakness and other causes, is unable 
to prevent this and bring the offenders to justice. Life is not in danger, but 
property is unsafe unless a heavy present is made. 

At Goun, about twenty miles from Lagos, the chief of these plunderers has his 
quariers. Here | landed on my way up, and was met by the Chief, surrounded by 
his armed folllowers. He asked whether | came up for peace or war; and why we 
had the war-flag, the red ensign, flying. I said peace, if they were willing to be 
friends, and give up their evil practices. We sat down together, and produced our 
breakfast, which the Chief partook with us. 

After some conversation he looked at me very hard, and said he remembered 
me at Badagry many years ago, which is true, as | was there with Mayoo, and 
recollect him perfectly. 

We became great friends, and he danced with his followers before me. We 
remained about half-an-hour, and he said, *‘ You are quite safe; the river is quite 
clear; you will not be molested ; they will be glad to see you at Abbeokuta.” 

About eight miles from Abbeokuta we landed, as the river was too shallow to 
proceed farther. Here we were met by a numerous body of horsemen, sent expressly 
down the day before to escort us up, and by crowds of people of both sexes, who 
warmly greeted us and bade us welcome to Abbeokuta. Horses were ready 
for us. 

The scene was very gratifying us well as imposing. The horsemen, dressed 
like Turks, with high saddles and large stirrups, careered about, first galloping, 
then stopping suddenly, bringing their horses up on their haunches, like the Eastern 
warriors. Most of these horsemen are Mahometans. 

There was much firing and shouting of all kinds. 

1 must not omit to mention that we were met by a large body of Christians 
half-way up, headed by a Chief, who warmly greeted us, and saluted with their 
muskets. These accompanied us up the whole way. 
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At the gateway of Abbeokuta more horsemen and more people received us with 
firing and shouts. Nothing could exceed the welcome we received; every one was 
anxious to shake hands, and joy was depicted on every countenance. 

We reached the missionary house at half-past 2, and were most cordially 
received by the Rev. Henry Townsend. 

In half-an-hour the whole compound was actually filled by people of every 
description, anxious to have’ a look at the Commodore, of whom they had heard 
much but never seen. 

I shook as many as I could by the hand, and gave them all a kind word. The 
Bashorun was absent at a village about eight miles distant, but Mr. Townsend 
said he thought he would pay us a visit that evening. 

At 8 o'clock he arrived on horseback, and was very glad to see us. 

He came without ceremony, and paid us the compliment of making our 
acquaintance before going to his own house. 

He is a large heavy man, about 5 feet 10} inches, and sixty years old, with 
nothing in his countenance to show intelligence or decision; a very common-place 
man, but has the character of being cunning and open to bribery. 

He certainly is not his own master, and possesses but little actual power, 
which is not surprising when there are so many Chiefs and townships in Abbeokuta, 
all of whom have authority in their own district. The Bashorun remained an hour, 
then went away, having agreed to receive us in public the following day. 

5 He was assisted on his horse, his great weight preventing him from mounting 
imself, 

The Bashorun was unable to keep his promise, and sent to say that he could 
not collect the Elders and Chiefs in time. He therefore hoped we would not be 
displeased at deferring our visit till the day following, to which we gave a friendly 
consent. 

The European residents, consisting of the missionaries of all denominations, 
merchants. native Chiefs, Sierra Leone people, bodies of natives, men and women, 
came this day to see us. Itvery one expressed their great delight at our coming. 

Peace and trade was on every tongue, and if the sincerity of their wishes is to 
be estimated by the friendliness, respect, and good feeling evinced towards us, | am 
quite certain that the old alliance between England and Abbeokuta will again be 
established, if proper measures are taken to secure it. 

At 11 o’clock on the 14th we went in full dress to the Bashorun’s house, where 
we found him ready to receive us, in great state, surrounded by the Elders, Chiefs, 
principal women, and an immense concourse of people. 

No such reception has ever been given to a white man. The Bashorun had on 
his best dress, with a high cap on his head, composed of gold and silver tissue. ' 

Abbeokuta had never seen a Commodore and Governor in the town before. 

The old man seemed nervous and fully impressed with the importance of his 

osition. 
4 The conference began by the usual compliments. He asked after the Queen’s 
health and the welfare of England. I thanked him very much for the reception 

iven to us all the way up, and for the friendly disposition evinced by every one. 
Tees said, ‘‘ We have come up on a mission of peace and friendship, invited by you 
and your people, and hope that we may come to some good understanding, and be 
able to settle all difficulties and disputes. Let us speak out honestly and keep 
nothing back ; where there is sincerity there will be confidence, and a chance of 
arranging disputes. Let us have your grievances fully, openly, honestly. It is only 
by such conduct that we can ever hope to be reconciled.” 

This seemed to please them very much, and there was a general buzz of delight 
among all the sueernbly, The Bashorun seemed sadly puzzled at first, and evidently 
was not prepared for so much good faith. ‘The elders whispered together, and with 
him. At length he rose and said, “ The Governor ” (meaning Mr. Freeman) “ is our 
enemy, and has done all he can to injure our country. We do not like him, he has 
not acted as he ought to have done, nor treated us with justice. Weare not subject 
to Lagos, but wish to be friends with England. We can do without Lagos. hy 
does the Governor go on in the way that he hasdone? When the Dahomians were 
before our walls, he would not let powder or arms come up to us ; was this friendly ? 
Weare at war with Ibadan. We cannot dotwothingsat once. He complains about 
robberies on the river; they are not sanctioned by us, we cannot prevent it now. 
There will be robbers everywhere, they are the scum of the people; when we have 
peace with Ibadan, this shall be stopped. If England wishes to be our friends, why 
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these unfriendly acts when we are in difficulties? It is all Mr. Freeman’s doing ; he 
does not understand the African character,.nor the customs of our country. He 
wishes Dahomey to take Abbeokuta, and we have heard that he has said so. He is 
a bad man, and we will do nothing while he is at Lagos.” 

I combated as well as I could the expressions made use of by the Bashorun, 
and said I could not think the Governor was the man represented by him, and that 
I was certain he did not wish the King of Dahomey to take Abbeokuta. 

He replied, “ You are obliged to say so on account of your position, but you 
are our friend, and know better.” 

I then asked him to proceed with his grievances, which he did, and commenced 
with the slave question. 

1, The slaves at Abbeokuta belonged to the masters, and were private 
property. They were valuable on that account, and had been bought and paid for. 
Many of these had run away to Lagos, and were received by the Government, 
without proper remuneration being given. Many bags of cowries had been given 
for these slaves, and it was very hard that the owner should suffer such a loss of 
ag ae § A slave was a servant, valuable on account of labour, and for the price 
he would fetch. Had they. then, no cause of complaint? Their property was 
taken from them, and no redress given. When money was given by the Governor 
of Lagos, in nine cases out of ten it was in no way equal to the value of the slave, 
who thus acquired his freedom. The laws of Abbeokuta and all Africa were not 
so unjust. Domestic slavery was part of their institutions, and not to be done 
away with by such summary proceedings. 

[ asked him if he would be satisfied provided a proper price was paid for the 
slaves. 

He said, ‘‘ Yes, but that the wives and slaves of the great Chiefs ought to be 
sent back.” 

I pointed out the laws of England on the subject of slavery, which he seemed 
fully to understand, but thought we had commenced the system too quickly, and 
had not given them time to prepare themselves for it. 

I did not tell him that this was my own opinion too, but | think so, and am quite 
convinced that we were in too great a hurry to commence our rule by carrying out 
those laws which had taken England some hundreds of years to establish and make 
perfect. How can it be expected that heathen nations will be brought at once to com- 
prehend and obey civilized laws? We should have forbearance, and allow time for 
ia pein If this had been done at Lagos, and the Governor had recommended that 
ive vears should have been given for the laws of England to have been promulgated 
amongst the neighbouring African States, and to have prepared them for the 
change, | am quite certain that these animosities never would have existed, and 
that peace and harmony would have prevailed. 

All slaves should have been sent back until these five years had passed away. 
All sudden changes are bad, and none more so than a sudden change from slavery 
to freedom. 

The Bashorun complained that his own wife had run away, and was still at 
Lagos, and that many of the slaves of the late King or Alake were there also. 

He said. “ As you have come up in such a friendly way, and shown an incli- 
nation to make peace, let bygones be bygones. , I will not ask for anything more 
than that the slaves of the late Alake shall be given up, and my wife returned. 
We can come to some understanding for thosé that run away for the future.” 

I sincerely trust that the Government will take this great question into their 
earnest consideration. It is a question that concerns the whole of Africa in 
connection with Great Britain, as all our future peace and prosperity on this coast 
will be more or less influenced by it. 

2. Ikorodo. The Bashorun said that this was a question of great importance, 
inasmuch as it concerned the rightful ownership of the aie “The Governor 
had no right to the possession of it. It belonged to the King of Jaboo, or was 
under his protection. Why did the Governor send soldiers to defend it against 
its lawful King, and afterwards take it under British Protectorate? lt had 
nothing to do with Lagos. Mr. Freeman was Governor of Lagos, not King of 
Africa!” ° 

It appears that the people of Ikorodo, some time ago, rose in rebellion against 
their King, and sent to Lagos for assistance, which was granted, for what reason | 
cannot comprehend. Since then it has been taken under our protectorate, which 
they complain of, and say the Governor had no right to interfere except as a 
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mediator, If he had offered to mediate and make peace amongst them, they should 
have thanked and esteemed him, but he had no business whatever to uphold a set 
of rebels and take the country for himself. If Ikorodo is under the protection of 
England, it should be governed by its laws, and not be allowed to kidnap and 
commit other grave offences. ; 

I bclieve there is great truth in the statements of the Bashorun, and that it 
will be advisable for the Government to institute immediate inquiries into ihe 
subject. This second grievance, the Bashorun says, must be settled, and Ikorodo 
restored to the rightful owner. When the war is settled, and Ibadan has a road 
direct to the sea-coast, without passing through Abbeokuta, [korodo will be the 
part from whence their trade will be established. 

3. ‘That all goods passing to and fro from Lagos to Abbeokuta, and vice rersd, 
shall pay a certain duty 

This is easily settled, as the merchants have agreed to do so. 

4. ‘The Bashorun said that “many complaints had reached Abbeokuta of the 
manner in which Chiefs were treated at Lagos. In trifling offences and for merely 
observing the customs of their fathers they were often imprisoned and put in chains 
with common felons of the worst description. Was this proper? Was a Chief of 
no higher rank than acommon slave? [lad he not a position to maintain, and was 
not some consideration due to him? Black men could not comprehend at once 
English laws. If they punished their own slaves, their fathers had done so before 
them, they must have time to learn. The Governor did not understand how to rule 
or how te govern them.” 

I must own, with all due deference to the Government of Lagos, that the Chiefs, 
as faras Tecan learn, have much reason to be dissatisfied. There has been a want 
of forbearance, a want of knowledge of African character, a want of discretion in 
dealing, at the beginning, with the faults of the Native ChiefS and others, as well 
as a want of sympathy with an ignorant and heathenish people. These have all 
combined to estrange the Government of Lagos, and the Governor in particular, 
from the goodwill and affection of those whom it was our bounden duty to bind 
towards us by moderate measures of every kind. Advice should have been given 
where punishment was inflicted. If this failed. it would then become necessary to 
adopt another course of proceedings. 

lam quite certain that the Afrieans can be ruled by kindness if they have 
confidence in their ruler, and he shows a disposition to act with justice and 
firmness. Can we expect to govern a race grovelling in ignorance and superstition 
without patience and judgment? Time must necessarily be allowed for our 
cor duct, character, and laws to be digested and fully understood by them, 

We cannot kick them into civilization, but must advise, direct, and strengthen 
them in the knowledge of good and evil. 

I do not advocate a passive acquiescence in the crimes and absurdities of the 
African race, neither do 1 contend that we are always to consider them as demand- 
ing our forbearance in consequence of their ignorance and superstition. They 
are intelligent and cunning, particularly where their own interest are concerned ; 
so are the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air: but it is simply absurd to 
expect the same standard of execllence amongst the inhabitants of ‘a dark and 
heathen world as is to be found amongst European nations, 

How long has England been in attaining that exalted character for civiliza- 
tion and Christianity, and that proud position in the world, which we expect to 
suddenly find in the poor, benighted African countries where the light of the 
gospel has not yet been spread amongst them ? 

There are millions in the country who have never seen a white man, much 
less heard of the necessity of civilization, and the good it will produce. 

Naked, unfed, untaught, almost on a par with the beasts that inhabit the 
forests that surround their dwellings,—let us pause before we exact, and consider 
well before we expect, that knowledge of conduct and appreciation of good 
behaviour which many amongst our own countrymen, even in this nineteenth 
century, are yet ignorant of or unwilling to adopt. 

It is extraordinary how bitter every one is against Mr. Freeman, and | consider 
it my duty to point out that, from all i have seen and heard, it will be well for the 
Government to consider whether the peace and prosperity of Lagos will not be 
continually endangered if this gentleman returns again, 

The feeling here is entirely personal. | have no prejudices, and only wish to 
see the present and future of Lagos established on a firm and honourable basis. 
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Justice must be meted out to all. Prudence and conciliation must guide the 
councils of Government. Patience must not be exhausted; while a kind and generous 
sympathy must be extended to all. 2 ; 

There must be no prejudice. Let the opinions of those who have long resided 
in this country be heard, if not acted upon. Let confidence in the governor and the 
governed be established, and Lagos, with the neighbouring States, will look upon 
England as their father, and its rule with gratitude and affection. 

The Bashorun is ready to admit the claims of those merchants whose property 
has been destroyed on the river by robbers, but brings a counter-claim against the 
Governor of Lagos for property and canoes destroyed by our people belonging 
to those who were trying to run the blockade. 

I think this matter can easily be arranged. The two difficult points are the 
slave-question and Ikorodo. ; : 

L asked the Bashorun to open the river again for trade, as it was injuring him 
as much as our merchants. He was at war with Ibadan ; how could he get up arms 
and powder? He said, “1 cannot open the river yet. It is not closed from any 
enmity to you; it is because, if it is opened, all my people will go and trade, and 
we shall not be able to get sufficient soldiers for the war. If you are our friends 
forbear a little, and all will soon be well. Make peace with Ibadan, then [ can 
turn my attention to the river; it shall be opened, and the robbers punished or 
driven away. 1 cannot do two things at once. The river shall be open for convoys 
at certain times.” 

There is no doubt that the Egbas and [badans are anxious for peace, but their 
pride stands in the way, and neither side will make the firstadvances. ‘The Ibadans 
will not receive a messenger by any other way than through the Egba camp. 

If my time had been my own, and my health permitted me, | would have gone 
to the camp at Makun, and from thence to Ibadan, without asking permission of 
the War Chiefs. They would not have prevented this, as my influence is very great 
amongst them. 

The Acting Governor, Captain Mulliner, would, | think, have undertaken the 
mission, and have succeeded. because a good opening has been made; but unfortu- 
nately he has been superseded by Commander Glover just at the critical moment, 
which I am sorry for. 

A different line of policy will produce again the old feeling, and years may 
pass away in fruitless attempts to restore confidence. 

We can do nothing by force, we have not the power; moral power here is far 
better than the broadside of our gun-boats, unless life and property are in danger. 

I visited the Dahomian camp about five miles from the river; my estimate of 
the number the King of Dahomey could bring into the field is corroborated by those 
who saw them from Abbeokuta, viz., 10.000 fighting men and women. The camp 
is extensive, formed of palm leaves and sticks, not very comfortable ; a large village 
was burnt down close to it, and several bodies decapitated were left behind: many 
of the Abbeokutans, about eighty, not believing the Dahomians were there, foolishly 
went out and were taken by them. 

It is said that the King has gone back to Abomey with 2,000 prisoners. [| was 
much pleased with the missionaries of all denominations, and the merchants also. 
All speak in the highest terms of the friendly feeling evinced towards them by the 
Abbeokutans, the Bashoruns and Chiefs in particular, even during the blockade. 
They have nothing to complain of on the contrary. 

T counted upwards of 700 natives Christians in Mr. Townsend’s church on 
Sunday. I believe the other churches are well filled also. This speaks for itself in 
favour of the place. The Bashorun made us a present of sheep, goats, &c., in the 
name of himself and the people of Abbeokuta, Other Chiefs and bodies of people, 
Christians as well as heathen, did thesame. The Bashorun dined with us before he 
left. 

I will now bring this long letter to a close with the hope that it may not prove 
uninteresting. I have endeavoured to give a faithful account of all that transpired. 
and shall be very glad if my endeavours to bring about a reconciliation between tie 
two Governments meet with the favourable consideration of their Lordships, as 
well as with the success I am led to expect if the policy of the new Governor be 
only guided by wisdom and discretion. I arrived at Lagos by the same route on 
the afternoon of the 19th instant. 

I must not omit to mention that the Rev. H. Townsend did all in his power 
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to meet my wishes, and gave very valuable advice and assistance on all occasions. 
I cannot speak too highly of this gentleman. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 184. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


t Extract.) * Rattlesnake,” Ascension, July 1, 1863. 

1 COASTED down to Loango, and anchored there on the afternoon of the 
3ist May. 

The next morning I visited the English and French factories, at the latter of 
which | met M. Parrat, the French Agent on this part of the coast for all the 
factories lately employed in the shipment of emigrants. 

These factories are kept ready for the reopening of this system, and J am not 
sure that M. Parrat is prepared to say that he considers the late scheme of emigra- 
tion, or rather “slavery,” entirely at an end. : 

I anchored off the Congo on the evening of the 3rd June. Everything is quiet 
in the Congo, but there is very little legitimate trade and scarcely any Slave Trade, 
the jatter arising from want of funds. 

The Portuguese are leaving the river. 1 will refer you to my letter of the 
7th June for further information respecting the Congo. 

From the Congo | weit to Kinsembo, and visited the different factories on shore, 
which were carrying on a brisk trade in ivory, gum, copper, and ground puts; vers 
2ood coffee is produced here, which, though small in quanity, possesses an excellent 
flavour. 

From Kinsembo | went to St. Paul de Loanda, and arrived there on the after- 
noon of the 8th. The usual salutes took place. Being short-handed it took five 
days to complete with coals. 

The Governor-General paid me a visit on the 17th June, and | received him 
with all due ceremony and distinction. 

I left on the forenoon of the 18th, and arrived at Ascension on the morning of 
the 28th June. 

I shall complete with provisions, stores, &c., and caulk the upper deck, after 
which return to Cape Coast Castle, looking in probably at Annabon, Princes, and’ 
St. Thomas, on the way. 





No. 185. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


* Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 3° 30’, Long. 5° 30’, 
Sir, May 26, 1863. 

IN continuation of my letter sent from Lagos on the 24th May respecting my 
late visit to Abbeokuta, | have a few observations to make on the general aspect of 
that city and country around, 

I have said that it is about eighty-three miles from Lagos, including lagoon 
and river. 

The river varies a good deal in breadth and depth, and has many turnings and 
windings. ‘The average breadth is eighty yards, although in some places it is 
scarcely thirty. ‘Trees and branches of trees block it up in many places, and render 
the navigation difficult,—particularly during the night. The current varies 
according to the seasons; the banks on either side are high, particularly on the 
left-hand bank, which would be a source of great strength and security to an enemy 
if he knew how to take advantage of it, c 

There are a few villages on either side of the river, and Indian corn and cassada 
is largely cultivated ; there are also stakes laid down for fishing. 

Large trees and dense jungle abound, which are full of every description of 
birds, -the grey parrot, toucan, plover, and a beautiful black and white sandling 
the large kingfisher, which is very handsome, the small black and white kingfisher, 
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besides other birds, both large and small, of beautiful and variegated plumage. We 
did not see any alligators, although they are plentiful in the river ; monkeys of all 
descriptions and sizes are seen. 

Abbeokuta is built within and upon a number of granite hills, and is surrounded 
by a mud wall about twelve miles round, and varying in height from four to five 
feet, not particularly thick, with a small ditch outside. There are several 
gates. 

Some of the blocks of granite are enormous, and singularly placed. The whole 
country is covered with granite, which might be profitably worked for building 
purposes. 

There is not much cultivation inside the walls, as the people depend upon their 
farms in the distance. 

Cattle, sheep, goats, fowl, ducks, &c., are in abundance ; the markets were full 
of them ; the sheep are large, and the meat excellent; milk can be obtained very 
cheap, and butter is made by the European residents ; a bottle well shaken for half- 
an-hour being used as a substitute for the churn. 

The markets are very large; and, besides corn, sheep, &c., European articles 
are displayed by many in small quantities. 

The native workmanship in leather, iron, cloths, &c., is very strong and good ; 
and they know how to put a price upon their wares. The native cloths are very 
fine, and prettily worked and marked: these are worn principally by Mussulmans, 
who seem to take a great pride in their dress 

Horses are plentiful, and full of life and spirit; they vary in size, but the 
largest are not more than fourteen hands. I should think the breed might be 
improved by importations from Arabia. 

The horsemen imitate the Kastern warriors in their movements. The bit is 
very powerful, and makes the horse uneasy and fretful; the trappings are hand- 
some, and copied from the Turks. The Mussulmans have no doubt introduced 
these habits. There is iron in the country, which only requires capital and 
enterprise to work out with advantage. The wild grape is seen everywhere, and 
excellent cotton is produced, 

Mr. Phillips, an American, a most worthy and valuable missionary, is trying a 
variety of plants ou a small farm which he is commencing. I am certain that 
everything will grow in profusion. 

Water is plentiful ; the pasture for cattle is excellent, as the grass is not of 
that coarse and rank description which I observed in Dahomey. 

The country round Abbeokuta is very picturesque, being a succession of hill, 
valley, and plain. Forests are seen in the distance, particularly towards that part 
where the Dahomian army was encamped. 

I visited this camp, which had been skilfully selected, the advance guard being 
in front of the forest about tive miles from the river, and the main body with the 
King (if he was there) on the other side, a mile distant. In the middle of the forest 
the town of Harra, which is of considerable size, is situated. This was destroyed 
by the Dahomians. : 

There are several streams running through this forest, which shows that the 
position was carefully chosen by the Dahomian Chief. 

The remains of the large camp are still visible, being composed of sticks and 
palm leaves, with some of greater pretensions to comfort and appearance: the 
marks of their fires for cooking are also very distinct. 

1 have no reason to alter my estimate of their numbers which was formed at 
Abomey. ‘The Europeans all agree on this point, and say that 10,000 must have 
heen the maximum, exclusive of camp followers, servants, and carriers, which 
would probably swell the numbers to 13,000. This is also corroborated by prisoners 
who escaped, 

Abbeokuta is said to contain 100,000 inhabitants, which may or may not be 
correct. No census has ever been taken, and I could not find out in what manner 
these numbers had been estimated. 


It is merely conjecture, as is also the opinion that they can bring from 30,000 
to 40,000 warriors into the field. 

If this be true, then let us cry shame that chey did not boldly march out and 
take the whole of the Dahomian army prisoners. ~ 

It is said, however, that it is not their custom to act on the offensive, but only 


to defend themselves, which will account for their being an agricultural rather than 
a warlike nation, 
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A great deal of the land inside the walls of Abbeokuta might be profitably 
cultivated, and, in the event of its being besieged, would enable the inhabitants to 
hold out a considerable time ; but they never think of this, “ sufficient for the day 
being the evil thereof.” 

As long as the country remains open, and their farms are secure from 
robberies, Abbeokuta may defy all our attempts to coerce them into our way of 
thinking. Very little is enough for their daily wants; and now that Porto Novo is 
in the hands of the French what has hitherto been obtained from Lagos may be 
procured from that place. : 

It is absurd to suppose that the French Government will always act in com- 
pliance with our policy and wishes, and that if we put on a blockade, Porto Novo 
will do the same. 

‘there are many other ways of getting supplies into Abbeokuta except from 
Lagos, such as by smuggling through the Jaboo country from Benin, and other 
places. Where there is a will a way will always be found; and when money is 
plentiful all difficulties will vanish. 

The people are warm-hearted, and more anxious for peace than war, in order 
that they may turn their attention to trade and the cultivation of their farms. 

There are Christians of all denominations excepting Roman Catholics, and they 
number not less than 2,000. The missionaries have churches and schools in 
different parts of the town, which are well attended. I examined several classes 
both of adults and others in Bible history, and was much pleased with their answers. 
They read remarkably well. 

The missionaries deserve well of their country, and are entitled to our warmest 
thanks, praise, and sympathy for their labours and privations in this far away 
heathen land. 

There is no doubt that human sacrifices are still offered up in Abbeokuta, but 
when, where, and by whom it is difficult to say. The missionaries and others do 
not deny this, nor can they prevent it; it is done in secresy and without much 
ceremony: but that it is done is a certainty, and superstition is still in the ascendant, 
as we had many opportunities of observing. 

Women are forbidden to be out after a certain time of night, and death is 
awarded to them if their curiosity is excited so far as to look at, or even speak of, 
those men who are selected to represent deities possessing supernatural powers, 
whose presence is well known by a most peculiar howl or noise, which is occasioned 
by a piece of wood attached to a line which they whirl rapidly over their heads, or 
round their bodies, producing the extraordinary sound referred to. When this is 
heard all the women shut themselves up, but the men may go where they like. | 
believe that this heathenish deity rejoices in the name of *“ Oro.” , 

Quite different from Abomey, where all are warriors, | did not see a single 
soldier; perhaps they are all at the camp at Makun. There was no display of 
any kind in this way. You would imagine that there was not a soldier in this 
town. We passed a few country people with muskets on their farms. It seems tu 
me that a great crisis is approaching at Abbeokuta, and that a civil war is not 
improbable. There are two parties whose strength is nearly equal—war and 
yeace. 

If the Christians were well supported, they would turn the scale in favour of the 
peace party: and a good strong Government might be established. 

I hope these few remarks will not be uninteresting, and have, &c. 

(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOY. 





No. 186. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, * Rattlesnake,’’ Kinsembo, June 7, 1863. 
WITH reference to their Lordships’ communication to you dated December 23, 
1862, on the unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Congo, &c., | beg to inclose a 
letter 1 have received from Commander Hoskins, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Zebra,” 
senior officer on the South Coast, on this subject. 
Commander Hoskins’ knowledge of the Congo and its vicinity, as well as my 
own experience on this part of the coast, induces me to agree with him fully in the 


REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 153 


opinion that hostile operations, unless carried out on an extensive scale, would be 
perfectly useless. 

The various small creeks in the Congo, as well as the dense bush on either 
side, enable the natives to leave their haunts, and easily hide themselves away when 
they hear or see an armed force approaching. 

Our object in dealing with the natives of this country, should be to make a 
great and terrible example amongst them when it becomes necessary to use force 
and show our power, rather than to expose our weakness by sending only a small 
force which can do nothing effectually, and probably be obliged to retreat with loss 
of life as well as loss of reputation. 

If we could surround a village secretly, or capture some of their large canoes 
when filled with Chiefs and people going from one _ to another, and either 
make an example of some of them, or hold them as hostages for good behaviour 
for the future, much of the evil might be remedied. 

There is no doubt that the agents for the European houses out here, as well 
as their employés, bring much of this bad feeling and plunder upon themselves, in 
consequence of their dissolute habits, which prevents all restraint upon their conduct 
and feelings. 

Wherever the white dealer behaves properly and shows himself worthy of his 
position, these disturbances do not exist; but those who acknowledge no law except- 
ing that of self-will, will most assuredly always be in trouble, and disgrace the 
country to which they belong. 

If all the agents now residing at Punta de Lenha could be induced to leave 
that place and establish themselves at Banana, much good would be effected, and 
we should get rid of that troublesome plague-spot up the river. 

Banana is entirely within our protection, and merchants could establish them- 
selves there without fear of being molested, as our cruizers could anchor off the 

lace. 
r [ would suggest most respectfully the advantage of a steamer like the “ Inves- 
tigator” in the Congo River, attached to the senior officer of this division as a 
tender; her services would be most invaluable. 

She could safely navigate the creeks of the river, punish the refractory tribes, 
and convey a wholesome lesson to plunderers when required. 

1 amsure that such a vessel, from her great speed, light draught, and powerful 
armament, would save the loss of much valuable property, the loss of life by 
exposure in open boats, be a protection inst sickness and the fire of the natives, 
as well as carry out entirely the object of their Lordships, by opening this magni- 
ficent river to legitimate trade. 

I have, &c. 
, (Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure in No. 186. 
Commander Hoskins to Commodore Wilmot. 


Sir, “ Zebra,” River Congo, June 5, 1863. 

IN answer to your letter of yesterday's date, inclosing letters from the Secretary of the Admiralty and from 
the Under-Secretary of State respecting the unsatisfactory state of affairs in the Congo River, and calling upon 
me for information on the subject, I have the honour to report to you that, having, on my first assuming charge 
of this Division, made inquiries into the circumstances attending the destruction of Mr. Meecham’s factory, and 
his being carried, with oe Englishmen, into the bush, I became satisfied that it was owing to an unprovoked 
and wanton assault, commi'ted by Mr. Meecham when drnnk, on the person of one of the Native Princes of 
great influence, and it was on this account that the persons and properties of British agents were “singled out” 
for capture and destruction. 

Under instructions from Commodore Edmonstone no further steps were taken in the matter. 

This factory (Messrs. Tobin's) has not been re-established, and the only British one existing at Punta Lenha 
is that of Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, from whose agent, though my boats have been constantly in communication 
with him, I have received no complaints, rior intimation of his labouring under any difficulties, suve such as hecreates. 
for himself amongst his Euro: employés. 

part from these troubles, though liable to be’ mixed with them by strangers, are the impediments to the 
‘navigation of the Upper River, caused by a predatory and warlike tribe called the Moasolonghas, who, when they, 
owing to the close of the season, cease to receive Customs for the passage of oil up and down the river, endeavour 
to support their receipts by capturing and ransoming, impartially, any European or European goods they can 
master, ' 

With respect to the question of hostile operations in the C my opinion is that there is at present no 
sufficient reason for having recourse to them. t, on good gronnds, a prompt punishment inflicted for insult to 
our countrymen has a most beneficial effect along the whole coast I am entirely of opinion, and 1 think Commodore 
—— _— at.the mouth of the Benge have, without exasperating the natives, given - a high 

Less A. 2 
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idea of our readiness to support our traders when pillaged or ill-used ; but I do not think that there are just 
grounds for avenging the behaviour of the natives at Punta da Lenha to Mr. Meecham, nor reasonable hope that 
any punishment we could inflict there would be (the length of time now elapsed being considered) prompt enough 
or complete enough to have the desired effect. : 1 

Any attempt to operate against the Mossolonghas would be futile, as they immediately escape from a man-of- 
war's boats into the labyrinth of creeks and mangrove-swamps they infest, and where it would be impossible to 
follow or put your hand upon them, 

In conclusion, | woulu beg to call your attention to the thriving state of the Dutch factory at Banana, to 
which place Mr. Ellman, the agent of Messrs. Kerdyk and Pincoffs, of Rotterdam, has withdrawn almost all his 
transactions in the Congo, intending shortly to close his establishment at Punta da Lenha altogether, and were the 
English Houses i. the River to adopt a similar course, they would enjoy a constant protection from the ships of 
war on the station, free themselves from the contamination of a nest of slave-dealers, and from suspicions which, | 
regret to say, in many instances, have been attached to the English name on this coast, and, as the business of the 
Dutch House proves, would certainly be safer in a commercial point of view. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 








No. 187. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


“ Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 8° 19’, Long. 0° 0’, 
Sir, June 23, 1863. 

I BEG to inclose a letter received from the French Commodore relative to the 
detention of the French brig ‘* Léopard ” by Commander Hoskins, of the “ Zebra,” 
on the 15th February last, off Point Padron. 

The subject of Commodore Didelot’s letter is so important that I have sent a 
copy of it to Commander Hoskins for his explanation, which shall be forwarded to 
you as soon as possible. 

In the meantime I inclose also a copy of Commander Hoskins’ order to 
Lieutenant Lang as to his proceedings with the brig, which will give as much 
information as it is at present in my power to afford. 

I] have had some personal conversation with Commander Hoskins on the subject 
when off the Congo at the beginning of this month. 

There is no doubt that French colours are now hoisted by vessels on this coast 
which have no right to them whatever, and that this flag is used very much in the 
same manner as the American was before the late ‘Treaty. 

In the case of the “ Léopard,” [| think Commander Hoskins is to blame for not 
sending her either to St. Paul de Loanda or the Gaboon, to be given over to the 
French anthorities at either of those places. ; 

[have not yet expressed my opinion to Commander Hoskins, as the French 
Commodore has forwarded the whole circumstances to his Government, and | 
presume their Lordships, in consequence, would rather wait for further information 
on the subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 
Orders addressed to Lieutenant Lang. 


Memo. “ Zebra,” at Sea, February 19, 1863. 

YOU are to proceed on board the brig said to be the “ Léopard,” of Havre, detained by me, without papers 
or colours, and make the best of your way to Sierra Leone. 
ot agi the passage you should not go to the northward of 3° to 4° south latitude, until you are in 11° west 
ongitude, 

On arrival, and should no change have taken place in the position of affairs on board as to papers and 
colonrs, you are to place the vessel in the Vice-Admiralty Court, handing the accompanying letter to Mr. Dougan, 
the Queen's Proctor. 

Should any change have taken place before your arrival for which your instructions are insufficient, you will 
refer to the Senior Naval Officer, and, in his absence, to the Governor, for instructions and advice. : 

You will take care that the Buenos Ayrean flag is not made away with, and, generally, that there are no 
Hag - board during the passage ; and that the utmost courtesy, with firmness, is observed towards the crew of 
the vessel, 

Should you fall in with a French mun-of-war, you are on no account to allow French colours to be hoisted, 
or any communication to be held with her (as far as the crew of the brig are concerned) in your power to 
prevent, by force if necessary, as it might lead to most serious complications. 

You are to use your utmost endeavour to get the vessel condemned, and to rejoin this ship by the first 
opportunity of mail-packet vid Fernando Po. 


(Signed) A. H; HOSKINS, Commander. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 187. 
Commodore Didelot to Commodore Wilmot. 
M. le Commodore, “ Junon,” Gorée, le 4 Mai, 1863. 


J’APPRENDS, 2 mon passage a Sierra Leone, que le navire baleinier Frangais le * Léopard,” du Havre, 
aprés avoir été capturé par la corvette de Sa Majesté Britannique “Zebra,” dans |.s parages du Congo, a été 
conduite & Sierra Leone, pour y étre jugé par la Cour d’Amirauté, et relaché par sentence de ce tribunal sur la 
production des papiers qui établissaient sa nationalité. Bien que toutes les piéces relatives a ce déplorable 
incident aient été déja transinises aun Gouvernement de l’Empereur, qui ne manquera pas de ressentir vivement 
l'atteinte portée a l'independance du pavillon Francais, denoncer ce fait, d’en demander justice, et de vous prier, de 
nouveau, de vouloir bien prendre toutes les mesures en votre pouvoir, et renouveler aux croiveurs Anglais des 
instructions tellement précises que de semblables erreurs, qui sont de nature a donner infailliblement lieu aux 
conflits les plus regr-ttables, ne puissent pas de se réproduire a Pavenir. 

Mon intention n'est pas, tant s’en faut, d’excuser ce que la conduite du Capitaine Lecordier a pu présenter 
de blamable, sa résistance ; sa résistance, notamment. ou mieux sa lenteur & montrer un pavillon en présence 
d'un batiment de guerre, est certes un acte qu'on ne saurait approuver, et qui lui aurait valu une punition s'il 
avait 6té porté A ma connaissance ; j'irai méme (et vous y verrez, jespére, une preuve évidente de ma bonne foi, 
et de la modération avec laquelle je vous adresse une réclamation), j'irai, dis-je, jusqu’a blamer son refus obstine 
de faire voir les papiers qui constataient sa nativnalité, bien qu’en droit strict, et & moins de circonstances tout 
exceptionnelles (Convention de 1839), et que je reconnais pas le fait dont il s‘agit, le pavillon Francais, méme 
tardivement arboré, doive couvrir complétement le navire sur lequel il flotte, et le mettre a l’'abri de toute visite, 
de toute inquisition quelconque. Je ue m’étendrai pas sur les injures grossiéres qui d'aprés la plainte du Capitaine 
Hoskins anraient été a plusieurs reprises proférées par Lecordier; nous sommes les uns et les autres an-dessus des 
grossieretés de langage de ces gens mal élevés; les invectives du Sieur Lecordier ne sauraicnt pas vous atteindre, 
que nous ne nous sentons blessés par celles que bien des capitaines marchands Anglais ne se font pas faute de 
nous prodiguer. 

Dans tous les pays, dans toutes les marines, il se trouve malheureusement une telle classe de gens sans 
éducation ; c’est un tort de plus a ajouter a ceux que je reconnais a la charge du Capitaine Lecordier. 

Mais en résulte-t-il que la visite du “ Léopard” ait été légale / En résulte-t-il surtout que le Capitaine 
Hoskins ait exercé un droit en capturant ce navire Francais, et surtout en la traduisant devant une Cour Anglaise 
qui n’avait pas le droit d’en connaitre? Je ne doute pas, M. le Commodore. que vous ne soyez. sur ces differents 
points, complétement d’accord avee moi pour reconnaitre et blamer Villégalité des procédés du Capitaine Hoskins. 

Je laisse de eété la plainte et le rapport du Capitaine Lecordier, pour we moccuper jusqu’ad nouvel ordre que 
les déclarations officielles du Capitaine Hoskins et de son Premicr Lieutenant, telles qu'elles ont été produites a 
la Cour de PAmiranté a Sierra Leoue. 

Il y est dit que la capture du “ Leopard” est fondée sur les motifs suivants :— 

1. Que ce navire n’a droit & la protection du pavillon d’aucune Puissance. 

2. Quwil a frauduleusement arboré le pavillon Francais sans pouvoir produire ni documents d’aucune sorte, ni 
papiers pour établir sa nationalité. 

3. Que, n’ayant droit a la protection du pavillon d’aucune Puissance, son équipement de baleinier n'a pour 
but que de masquer l'objet d'un voyage illégal, c’est-d-dire, d'un voyage de Traite. 

4. Que son appareil de péche n'est pas suffisant pour un navire baleinier bond fide, mais qu'il est. de toute 
maniére, adapté aux opérations de Ja Traite des Noirs, ce navire ayant & bord une grande quantité de tonneaux et 
de planches, et des chaudiéres a poste fixe sur le p nt. 

5. Que I'équipage, composé de douze hommes en tout, dont un seul, outre le capitaine, est Francais, le reste 
comprenant cing néyres et cing Espagnols, est tout-d-fait insuffisant pour la péche de la baleine. 

Or, il est aujourd’hui constant. M. le Commodore, que le * Léopard” est un batiment Fraugais, réguligrement 
expédié pour la péche de la baleine, et que depuis plus d'un an, soit dans les parages de Fernando Po, od mes 
croiseurs lout plusieurs fois rencontré, soit au sud et jusqua Ile de Cristan d’Acunha, il exerce cette 
industrie, avec cette équipement que M. le Capitaine Hoskins trouve insuffisant, en en faisant un des motifs de 
la capture 

Je suis done en droit de dire que le Capitaine du“ Zebra” a agi tout au moins avec une grande légéreté 
en affirmant (contre lévidence aujourd hui acquise) comme des faits certains ce qui, tout au plus, pouvait étre 
pour lui matiére de présomption. ‘Tout en blamant cette conduite et en appelant votre blame sur le Capitaine 
Hoskins, il serait injuste de méconnaitre l'instance bienveillaute que cette officier a mise pour tacher de vaincre 
Yopiniatreté du Sieur Lecordier, et le décider & faire preuve de sa nationalité; mais cette insistance méme 
prouve aussi que le Capitaine Hoskins comprenait la graviié de l'acte qu'il allait comme tre, et qu'il était bien 
loin d’avoir sur la culpabilité du * Léopard " la certitude qui seul pouvait justitier la capture et le renvoi devant 
une Cour Anglaise. 

L'affirmation si énergiquement répétée du Capitaine Lecordier que son navire était Francais ¢tait en outre de 
nature a inspirer de sérieuses réflexions au Cupitaine Hoskins, et & dissiper ses soapgons s'il avait pu en conserver 
aprés la visite du Lieutenant Lang a bord du * Léopard.” Ce n'est pas ainsi qi’agissent les négriers, qui 
sempressen' de fire disparaitre tout pavillon et de masquer leur nationalité ; ce nest pas ainsi surtout qu’aurait 
agi et parlé le Capitame du * Léopard” sil n‘avait pas été sar de son droit, i si petite distance de St. Paul de 
Loanda, ot la France entretient un Agent Consulaire, od tout récemment il avait rencontré un de mes navires de 
guerre le © Loiret,” et surtout dans les parages si voisins de la Colonie Francaise du Gabon, ott la fraude eat été 
immédiatement reconnue. 

L'arrivée du “ Griffon,” qui connaissait le “ Léopard ” pour l’avoir vu & St. Paul de Loauda, aurait da encore 
dissiper les derniers doutes du Capitaine Hoskins sur la nationalité de ce navire. Enfin, est-il possible que le 
Lieutenant Lang, puisqu’il allait jusqu’a visiter la cale et les installations du “ Léopard,” ait pu se méprendre, au 
point qu’on le dit, sur la destination du navire? Ces barriques en si grand nombre contenaient ou avaient 
contenu de I'huile de baleine; ces chaudiéres avaient été employées depuis plus d'un an d'en fondre; ne restait-il 
pas méme pour un ail moins exercé que celui d'un marin des traces évidentes de l’usage auquel elles avaient servi 
et devaievt servir encore ? 

Quant & l'insuffisance de l'appareil de péche et de l’équipage pour un baleinier Lond fide, cette raison n’est 
pas séricuse : l’équipement d’un pareil navire dépend des parages qu'il doit fréquenter, et de la nature de la 
campagne qu'il va faire; l’armateur régle en consequence ses dépenses, et ne fera pas pour un navire qui doit 
pécher dans les belles mers entre Fernando Po et Cristan d’Acunha les mémes frais que pour celui dont la 
destination est le Pacifique, depuis le Détroit de Behring jusqu’a la Nouvelle Zélande. J'écarte donc ce motif; et 


156 REPORTS FROM NAVAL OFFICERS. 


que reste-t-il alors des affirmations du Capitaine Hoskins? Rien absolument de sérieuse; tout au plus (et c’est 
une concession gratuite que je fais) des soupcons provoqués par le refus de montrer les papiers de bord. En 
pareil cas, que pouvait faire, a toute rigueur, le Capitaine Hoskins, et par conséquent que devait-il faire. au lieu de 
s'exposer 4 commettre, comme il I'a fait, une méprise aussi lourde, & assumer une assez grave responsabilité, a capturer 
sans droit un batiment Francais et 4 demander sa condamnation & une Cour également sans droit ; il I’a senti lui- 
méme, et il est fort regrettable qu'il n’y ait pas persisté. Son droit, a la plus extréme limite, était d’escorter le 
“ Léopard” soit & St. Paul, pour le faire reconnaitre par le Consul, soit au Giabon, of les autorités Francaises, 
seules compétentes sur la nationalité, auraient statué. Mais, je le répéte, en aucune facon le Capitaine Hoskins 
navait le droit de capturer le ‘* Leopard” en présence de l'affirmation, méme sans preuve, du Sieur Lecordier, que 
son navire était Francais, et rien ne saurait le justifier d'avoir commis cet abus de la force, cet excés de pouvoir, 
cette violation manifeste de la Convention de 1859. Vous n'ignorez pas sans doute, M. le Commodore, quel 
grave conflit la présence du “ Léopard” & Sierra Leone sous pavillon Anglais, a failli susciter; quels n‘eussent 
pas 6té vos regrets et les miens si l'acte inconsidéré du Capitaine Hoskins avait amené les déplorables résultats 
qu‘on a pu craindre un moment ? 

Mon Gouvernement donnera en Europe & cette facheuse affaire toute la suite que sa gravité lui paraftra 
comporter; pour moi, M. le Commodore, chargé de la protection sur ces mers, et de la police exclusive des 
batiments dw commerce Francais, je me borne a réclamer officiellement auprés de vous contre l’acte de violence 
commis par le Capitaine Hoskins, et je me plais a espérer que vous ne me refuserez pas & en faire bonne et prompte 
justice, tout comme je n’hésiterais pas moi-méme a réprimer toute transgression de méme nature qu'un de mes 
croiseurs se permettrait contre un navire de votre nation. J'attends enfin de vous, M. le Commodore, et je vous 
demande instamment, dans lintérét des cordiales relations de la bonne harmonie qui réglent les rapports de nos 
Gouvernements respectifs, et dont vous m’avez paru apprécier autant que moi la convenance et la nécessité,—je 
vous demande. dis-je, de vouloir bien donner des instructions telles aux Capitaines placés sous votre commande- 
ment que je ne me trouve plus & l'avenir dans la pénible obligation de poursuivre auprés de vous le redressement 
et la réparation des semblables griefs. Nous avons swat 4 cwur que vous d’arriver & la suppression de la 
Traite des Noirs; nous avons la ferme volonté de ne pas souffrir que notre pavillon soit souillé par cette infame 
Trafic; mais nous voulons aussi énergiquement que ce pavillon et les navires qu'il couvre ne relévent que de 
nous, de notre police exclusive: cette police et ces garanties sont un de mes principaux devoirs, et je ne saurais 
tolérer en silence des actes attentatoires 4 notre indépendance et & nos droits. Svil est fait abus a ce pavillon, 
tenez-vous pour certain, M. le Commodore, que j’en ferai justice, et que vous ne ferez pas un vain appel & ma 
co-operation; remettez entres mes mains les coupabies s'il sen trouve, mais non point a la justice Anglaise, qui 
n‘a A aucun titre le droit d'y intervenir. 

Agréez, &c. 
Le Chef de Division, Commandant-en-chef la Division Francaise 
des Cétes Occidentales d'Afrique 
(Signé) B. V. DIDELOT- 





No. 188. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,’ Kinsembo, June 7, 1863. 

A RUMOUR has reached me, which I believe to be true, that the owners of 
the American schooner “ Mariquita,” lately captured by the “ Zebra” off the Congo, 
entered into very heavy bonds at New York, before her departure from that place, 
for her good behaviour, and the legality of her voyage. 

| cannot find out who the parties are at New York who are liable for this 
vessel, but there is no doubt the American Government can easily do so if they feel 
inclined. 

1 hope you will induce their Lordships to press this point, as the payment of 
these bonds will produce a good example out here, and probably deter others from 
following the same course. 

The “ Mariquita” is a schooner of 153 tons. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 189. 
Commodore Lord J. Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


My Lord, “ Odin,” at Sierra Leone, July 18, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will acquaint the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty that, pursuant to instructions from Commodore Wilmot, whom [ 
fell in with at Ascension on the 28th of June, I proceeded to Cape Coast Castle, 
arriving there on the 12th of July; and finding at that roadstead Her Majesty's 
ships “ Archer” and “Ranger,” Commodore Wilmot desired me to afford any 
assistance in my power to his Excellency the Governor, in case he should stand 
in such need, and to convey to their Lordships the latest information regarding 
the state of affairs on that part of the coast. 
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2. The visit of the homeward-bound mail will have enabled his Excellency to 
inform Her Majesty's Government fully as to the state of affairs in the Protectorate. 

3. Finding that British interests were in no immediate danger, and that his 
Excellency did not feel himself justified in asking me to remain, looking to the 
number of invalids that we were conveying, I deemed it advisable to shorten my 
stay as much as possible, and having supplied to “ Archer” all the provisions we 
could for the moment spare, proceeded to Sierra Leone, at which port | arrived 


to-day. 

v4 The rains having set in, the retirement of the armed forces upon both 
sides appears to have been simultaneous. No Ashantee troops are within the 
Protectorate, and the large force of native allies which had advanced to meet them 
I understand have returned to their own localities. 

5. The regular troops, under the command of the Senior Military Officer, 
Major Cochrane, are in quarters at Cape Coast Castle, and will return to their 
quarters in the fort itself, on the embarkation of the seamen of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Rattlesnake,” who now occupy that position, which they have for some time past 
defended during the advance oF the regular troops into the interior. 

6. The late campaign appears to have been eminently unsatisfactory in its 
results. The Ashantees have retired with their booty, having ravaged, as yet with 
impunity, a considerable portion of the territory within the Protectorate. 

7. Next November will be, I understand, the period for a renewal of any 
offensive operations that may be contemplated on either side. 

8. The impunity with which the last inroad was made may invite a repetition 
of similar incursions by the Ashantees, but they may prefer to allow to the 
territory they have wasted some time for recovery from the effects of their last visit 
before they cross our boundaries again. 

9. The allied force appears to have been very numerous, amounting to 40,000 
men; and his Excellency acquaints me that it was tolerably well armed. I have 
not ascertained from Major Cochrane the causes which made it impossible to 
accomplish more with so large a force at his disposal, I, however, concur with 
his Excellency the Governor in the belief that British influence over these African - 
races will suffer greatly if a repetition of Ashantee aggression is not met with the 
utmost vigour by those who live under British rule. 

10. The allied native forces that are available are apparently so numerous, and, 
as opposed to hostile natives, so sufficiently effective, as to render it unnecessary to 
have more than a very small European force as a nucleus and rallying point in case 
of operations being undertaken against the Ashantees. A few seamen, in addition 
to the present force of troops available on the coast, would, I believe, be quite equal 
to any operations that might be required, 

11. It was stated that much sickness had prevailed among the troops while 
away from Cape Coast Castle, but the patients seemed to have generally recovered 

uickly after their departure from the interior. I have been unable to ascertain 
that any serious amount of sickness need be apprehended as long as men are 
actively employed. 

12. I inspected the outworks which had been thrown up by Commodore Wilmot 
as a defence to Cape Coast Castle, and found them in good order, and more than 
equal to the attack of any force that could be brought against them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN HAY. 





No. 190. 


Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 
Sir, “ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, July 18, 1863. 


AS the notice of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may be called to 
the circumstance of Her Majesty’s cruizers under my command having visited 
suspected French vessels on the West Coast of Africa to verify their nationality, I 
-hink it right to submit, for their Lordships’ information, the copy of a corre- 
spondence which has passed between the French Commodore commanding-in-chief 
on the West Coast of Africa and myself on this subject, : 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 


Crass A. 28 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 190. 


Commodore Didelut to Rear-Adniral Sir B. Walker. 


M. 'Amirai, Lagos, le 2 Mars, 1863. 

WAL appris avec un profond regret a mon arrivée & Whydih que votre Excellence, aprés avoir inutilement 
tenté de rencontrer M. le Conunodore Wilmot, s était décidée a faire voile pour le Nord. Il m’ett été bien 
agréavle, MV Amiral, de saisir cette nouvelle occasion de vous présenter mes devoirs, et de vous remercier de 
Vaccueil si obligeant que jai regu de vous a Fernando Po. 

J’aurais, en outre, vivement désiré pouvoir conférer, sous vos auspices, avec M. le Commodore Wilmot au 
sujet de quelques plaintes qui me sont parvennes sur des faites de visites dont quelques batiments Francais ont 
é:é Voljet de la part des navires de la croisiére Anglaise. I] me parait que tous ne comprennent pas de méme 
que nous les instructions concertées en 1859, entre nos Gouvernements, pour remplacer les stipulations du Trasté 
de 1845, qui a pris fin au terme de dix années fixées pour sa durée. De la, des actes qui se ressentent quelque- 
fois du régime antérieur admis pour le droit de visite. actes contre lesquels nous devons réclamer et protester, 
et dont la répétition pourrait avoir pour effet d'amener de regrettables conflits, et d'alterer (ce dont Dieu nous 
préserve et le monde entier) les bonnes relations si heureusement maintenus entre la France et |’ Angleterre. 

Vos veux et vos désirs & cet égard, M. FAmiral, ne sout certainement pas autres que les miens; et je 
suis convaineu que votre esprit, si plein d'élévation et de droiture. comprendra combien il importe que l'on n’aille 
pas au dela des concessions consenties ev 1859 pour assurer la légitimité du pavillon, et que les garanties 
dont cette vérification a Gé entourée soient scrupuleusement respectées. 

Les circonstances m’ayant eulevé l'occasion que je recherchais de traiter toutes ces questions, dont 
importance ne saurait vous échapper, avec votre Excellence et avec M. le Commodore Wilmot, jai 1 honveur 
de vous envoyer copie de la lettre que j'adresse a ce sujet au Commodore, en vous priant, M. l'Amiral, de vouloir 
bien me faire counaitre votre opinion sur Jes points qui y sont traités. 

Je me croix dallenrs fondé a espérer que de méme que sous le commandement de M. le Commodore 
Edmonstone il y aura une entente commune sur ces matiéres délicates, et que les difficultés de détail qu'elles 
pourraient soulever seront toujours résolues d'un commun accord, et dans un esprit de franche et loyale équité 
qui nous permettra de prévenir tout conflit. 

Je prie, &c. 
Le Chef de Division, Commandant-en-chef la Station des 
Cotes Occidentales d’ Afrique, Ke. 
(Signé) B. V. DIDELOT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 190. 


Commodore Didelot to Commodore Wilmot. 
M. le Commodore, Lagos. 1: 2 Mars, 1863. 

D'APRES ce que w'avait dit M. le Contre-Amiral Sir B. Walker, que j'ai eu Vhonneur de voir 
Fernando Po, javais congu Vespoir de vous rencontre prochainement dans le Golfe de Benin. Outre le prix que 
jattachais a faire votre connaissance personnel, il me paraissait récessaire @entrer au plus tot en communication 
directe avec vous, afin de prévenir par une entente commune les graves inconvénients qui ne peuvent manquer 
de survenir si les navires placcs sous votre commandement ne regoivent par des instructions précises de se 
conformer scrupuleusement aux dispositions de la Convention par laquelle nos deux Gouvernments ont réylé en 
1559 les rapports qui doivent exister entre nos croiseurs et nos bitiments de commerce respectifs. C'est dans 
ce but, dont l’importance majeure ne vous échappera point, et que nous ne saurions trop promptement chercher 
J atteindre, que je me décide & vous écrire, ignoraut a quelle ¢poque les circonstances me permettront de vous 
rencontrer. 

Je tiens & érablir tout d’abord que la France, dégagée depuis 1855 des obligations contractées par elle lors 
du Traité de 1845, a repris exclusivement et sans partage, la police de son pavillon dans ces parages tout aussi 
bien que dans les autres mers du globe; qu’d cette police exclusive sont adhérentes l'indépendance et la dignité 
de son pavillon; et qu'd ce titre tous batiments de commerce légitimement couvert des couleurs Frangaises doit 
étre respecté par les croiseurs Anglais, tout comme les batiments de ma division respectent les navires du commerce 
Britannique. Celle est la base, la pensée fondamentale des Instructions concertées en 1859 entre I Angleterre 
et la France. Cependant, on n’a point hésité a admettre que un et Vautre pavillon pouvaient étre abusivement 
arborés par les traitants sans foi ni loi, qui, malgré la réprobation unanime dont ils sont frappés, et ia vigueur 
avec laquelle ils sont pourchassés eur tous les points, ne craignent pas de s‘aventurer encore dans les risques de 
Vinféme Trafic des Noirs. (a Convention de 1859 a tenu compte de ces justes susceptibilités, et, tout en 
proscrivant tous les procédés facheux qui ont marqué jadis le droit de visite, elle a admis, mais a titre tout excep- 
tionnel, dans les cas extrémes de soupgons bien fondes sur la nationalité d'un batiment et a défaut de ces indices 
matériels si évidents a l’eeil d'un marin et qui attestent par eux-mémes la nationalité d’un navire—elle a admis, 
dis-je, que dans de telles circonstances nous pourrions contraindre ce batiment & faire la preuve de xa nationalité 
en exhibant ses papiers de bord. Mais, en vous reportant a la Convention vous ne manquerez pas de remarquer 
que ce droit extréme, exceptionnel, a éte entouré de toutes les garanties que l'on a jugées propres & en prévenir 
Vabus et qu'il y a faute grave de la part du croiseur qui ne se renferme pas strictement dans les limites tracées ; 
que tous ceux de ses actes qui excédent ces limites sont un abus de ia force qui appelle la résistance, une violation 
de Vindépendance du pavillon qui ne saurait étre tolérée. 

C'est dans ce sens que sont concues les instructions qne j'ai donné:s aux capitaines placés sous mon 
commandement; ils s'y conforment rigoureusement & l'égard des navires Anglais de commerce, et je me croyais 
fondé a espérer qu'il en serait ie méme de la part des croiseurs Anglais vis-d-vis des batiments de commerce 
placé & l'abride mon pavillon, batiments qui, je le répéte a dessein, relévent exclusivement de ma surveillance et 
de ma police. 

Je regrette de dire qu'il n’en a pas toujours été ainsi et que plusieurs navires Francais ont été dans ces 
derniers temps soumis a des traitements contre lesquelles je dois réclamer. 

Je me vois dans l'obligation précise de vous prier, M. le Commodore, d’y mettre un terme, et de rappeler aux 
Capitaines des navires placés sous votre commandement quels sont en pareille matiére les droits que leur confére 
Ja Convention, les actes et les procédés qu'elle leur interdit. Ainsi, il ne suffit pus de soupgonner légérement un 
navire de porter inddiment les couleurs sous lesquelles il s‘abrite; il faut que les soupcons s’appuyent sur des 
foncements et des indications dont on doit justifier. On doit surtout s’abstenir absolument de toute recherche, de 
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toute investigation sur les passagers, la cargaison, le vovage, et ne point forcer violemment l'entrée d'un navire 
lorsque le Capitaine exhibant ses papiers de bord s'y oppose. : 

J'ai été amené, M. le Commodore, 4 vous soumettre ces observations par suite des plaintes qui m’ont été 
adressées sur les visites faites par des croiscurs Anglais, depuis quelques mois, sur des batiments Francais et 
notamment sur la goélette “ Lagos,” qui aprés avoir été visitée trois fois dans le Golfe de Benin par les avisos 
“ Lee” et * Griffon ” vient de l’étre encore récemment auprés du Congo par la cannoniére ‘* Torch.” Je n’ai pas 
encore le rapport officiel _ le Capitaine doit me remettre, affirmé par son équipage. Dés qu'il me sera parvenu 
je m’empresserai de vous le transmettre, avec les observations détaillées qu’il me paraitra comporter. 

Je n'ai pas le moindre doute, M. le Commodore. que mes réclamations ne trouvent auprés de vous l’accueil 
que j'ai droit d’attendre. J'ai le plus vif désir que rien ne vienne altérer, pendant ma commandement, la bonne 
harmonie qui régne entre nos Gouvernements et a laquelle de si grands intéréts sont attachés. 

Je me tiens pour assuré que tels sont aussi vos sentiments, M. le Commodore, et que je vous trouverai 
toujours disposé 4 co-opérer cordialement avec moi pour assurer, en ce qui dépend de nous, ce résultat si 
désirable. 

Nous aussi, nous avons fort a cur l'abolition de la Traite des Noirs et la cessation des hontes et des miséres 
qu'elle traine 4 sa suite: mais nous n’attachons pas moins de prix & ce que notre pavillon jouisse du respect et de 
Vindépendance auxquels il a droit. 

‘ Je saisirai avec empressement la premiére occasion qui se présentera de faire votre connaissance person- 
nelle. 

Je suis certain d'avance que nos relations s’établiront et se maintiendront aussi faciles et aussi cordiales qu'elle 
Yont été entre votre prédécesseur M. le Commodore Edinoustone et moi; de mon cété je ne négligerai rien 
pour cela. 

Veuillez, &e. 
Le Commandant-en-chef de la Station Francaise, 
(Signé) B. V. DIDELOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 190. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to Commodore Didelot. 


M. le Commodore, “ Narcissus,” Simon's Bay. June 2, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s communication, dated from Lagos 
ihe 2nd of March last. inclosing the copy of a letter you had addressed to Commodore Wilmot in consequence of 
not meeting that officer as you had expected in the Bights of Benin, and upon the subject of which you request 
my opinion. 

P Permit me to express my regret that circumstances did not enable us to meet Commodore Wilmot at Lagos 
as we had anticipated on our parting at Fernando Po; a few words of conversation upon such an occasion would 
have enabled us fully to exchange our views of the stipulations of 1859 agreed to by our respective Governments. 
1, however, felt so assured, from our agreeable interview at Fernando Po, that your Excellency and myself were 
acting together in the same friendly spirit for the abolition of slavery that I took care to impress Commodore 
Wilmot with those sentiments when I afterwards met him at Sierra Leone. 

The instructions with which the Commodore and all the Commanders of the cruizers under my command are 
furnished under the Convention of 1859, mutually framed by our respective Governments, and to which they are 
ordered strictly to adhere, are so clear and distinct that there ought not to be any difference of opinion as their 
interpretation. 

It is admitted that national flags are fraudulently hoisted ; and it is well known that slave-dealers will use the 
flax by which they think they can best carry on their abominable traffic. Until recently the American colours 
were exhibited to cover their nefarious business ; but the Government of that country having abolished slavery, and 
entered into a Treaty with Great Britain for its suppression, they are now but seldom hoisted. Iam sorry to say 
that instances have been represented to me of slave-vessels showing French colours having no right to them, and it is 
asserted that a Spanish steamer not long ago carried off 1,100 slaves under the French flag, and at no great 
distance trom a French ship of war, \ hich probably may not have sighted her. 

I am also informed that some French vessels have made their movements such as to draw suspicion upon their 
true character, and diverted uur cruizers by long chases and other harassing proceedings, but such cases have not 
been made the subject of complaint. 

Under all these circumstances it can hardly be a matter of surprise that British officers, in the zealous 
discharge of duties, rendered difficult and delicate through the trickery of lawless slave-dealers, should occasionally 
be deceived in supposing that a vessel has fraudulently boisted French colours, particularly in localities where 
Slave Trade is known to exceed every other. These cases are, however, very rare; and if the long established 
and universally exercised international right to ascertain whether a suspected vessel is or is not entitled by her 
papers to the dag which she hoists were to be put an end to, every slave-dealer and other pirate in the world 
would use the French or any other flag to cover his nefarious pursuits with impunity. No right beyond the proof 
of nationality is claimed by the British Government, and no offence to the French flag can be alleged, because the 
right which the English Government exercises is general and reciprocal, and it can never object to its being 
exercised towards British ships under circumstances which warrant suspicion. 

With regard to the schooner ‘* Lagos” being visited by Her Majesty's ship “ Torch” in the River Congo, I 
beg to inform your Excellency that this veasel came under my own observation ; and when I anchored in the River 
Congo on the 14th of January last I was so much struck with her suspicivus appearance and movements that I 
caused an officer to be sent to verify her nationality, and it was with much difficulty that I could believe her papers 
to be genuine, as she appeared to me to be an American vessel, and my suspicions were the more excited when the 
officer represented to me that the mate or acting captain of her voluntarily stated that she had 5U slaves on board, 
and intended to ship more. 

Our warm and cordial meeting at Fernando Po leads me to hope that you will hardly need re-assurance of my 
hearty desire to maintain unimpaired the good and friendly feeling existing between us and the officers under our 
respect:ve commands, and I should be deeply grieved that any trifling excess of zeal in verifying the nationality of 
a suspected vessel on either side should be deemed to be an insult to the freedom and independence of our respective 
flags You may be certain that every reparation would be made for an occasional mistake which might happen under 
the most guarded circumstances. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
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No. 191. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) August 14, 1863. 

I HAVE heard that Major Burton, our Consul at Fernando Po, has been 

appointed by the Government to proceed on a Mission to the King of Dahomey. 
ou oye assured he will receive every assistance from me, and I hope to land 
him at Whydah with due honours, meinat the importance of his Mission. 

I believe the boundary line between Porto Novo and Lagos has been satisfac- 
torily settled by French and English Commissioners appointed on the spot for the 
purpose. 

As far as I can learn all is quiet at Abbeokuta and Lagos. 





No. 192. 
Commander Douglas to Commodore Wilmot. 


‘« Espoir,” at Sea, Lat. 7° 34’, Long. 12° 30’ E., 
ir, August 12, 1863. 

J HAVE the honour to report that this day at noon in latitude 7°34 south, and 
about twenty miles from the land, I boarded and detained a brig of about 200 tons 
for being engaged in the Slave Trade. 

This vessel, supposed to be the ‘“‘ Haydee,” had on board at the time of her 
capture a cargo of about 550 slaves, and a crew of 16 Europeans. 

She had shipped the previous evening in the vicinity of Massera, and had only 
been a few hours on the coast. 

The slaves being very much crowded, the slave deck only 3 feet 7 inches high, 
17 feet wide, by 37 feet in length, 1 deemed it advisable to remove 111 of the slaves 
to Her Majesty’s ship under my command. 

This vessel was not captured through any information previously received. 


ave, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





No. 193. 
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No. 194. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “« Rattlesnake,” off the Niger, September 7, 1863. 

I HAVE great pleasure in informing you that Her Majesty’s “Investigator” 
passed safely inside the bar of the Niger River this forenoon, and is at present at 
anchor within. 

2. I went myself in her to the entrance of the bar, and every one on board is 
full of health, energy, and spirits, at the prospect of being useful to Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

3. Everything has been provided for the health and comfort of the crew, and | 
look forward with a certainty that my expectations yt sa disappointed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. E. WILMOT. 





No. 195. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear- Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) ** Rattlesnake,” Lagos, September 2, 1863, 

I ANCHORED at Whydah on the 26th August, and found the “ Antelope” 
there, besides several merchant-vessels. 

The “Jaseur” joined in the evening; I communicated with the shore, and 
received several very friendly messages from the Yervogar and Chiefs, who had long 
been expecting my arrival. Inclosed is the copy of a letter I sent to the King of 
Dahomey on this occasion. 

As Major Burton is about to proceed on a Government mission to the King of 
Dahomey, i have placed the “ Antelope” at his disposal. Lieutenant Allingham is 
to be at Fernando Po on the 1st October, to attend upon that gentleman until his 
mission is over. 

I think I may report that the policy and proceedings of his Excellency the 
Acting Lieutenant-Governor of Lagos are likely to bring about shortly a more 
satisfactory state of things. 

Commander Glover seems to be aware of the impélicy of the past. 

_ Inclosed is the copy of a letter I have addressed to the Bashorun and Elders of 
Abbeokuta. 

As it is of importance that the Niger should be visited this year, with a view of 
communicating with Dr. Baikie, as well as of anticipating the French in their 
intended settlements, I have determined to send the “ Taneatignter” on this 
service. 

Inclosed are copies of letters from Commander Glover to me on the subject. 

The expedition will be deprived of the valuable services of the late Lieutenant 
Dolben, which I cannot sufficiently regret; but | place the greatest confidence in 
the zeal and anes of Lieutenant Gambier, who lea received ample instructions 
from me on the subject, copies of which are inclosed. 

I shall start to-morrow the 3rd instant, in company with the “ Investigator,” 
and a large boat I have hired for carrying coals to the mouth of the Niger, and 
having filled her fully up with coals, &c., Lieutenant Gambier will enter the river, 
and I shall leave for St. Tiowan and the Congo; from there I shall go to St. Paul 
de Loando, Little Fish Bay, St. Helena and Ascension, returning to Cape Coast 
Castle about the middle of November. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 195. 
Commodore Wilmot to the King of Dahomey. 


Your Majesty, ‘ “ Rattlesnake,” off Whydah, August 25, 1863. 
HAVE arrived one off your Majesty's seaport of Whydah, and hope that you are quite well and in the 
enjoyment of good health. ; 
(aend your Majesty my best wishes and my moat friendly compliments. 
I was sorry to hear that your Majesty Led, after all I said to youn the subject, encamped before 
Abbeokuta, and shown yourself unfriendly to the friends of England. 
Crass A. 2T 
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A special messenger has been appointed by Her Majesty the Queen of England to come again to your 
Court, and see you upon the great question of the Slave Trade, and human sacrifices. ; 

I am sure your Majesty will receive him well, as becomes the King of an African country on friendly terms 
with England, and as a messenger from so great and good a Queen ought to be received. Major Burton, who has 
already been to your capital, is the messenger xelected, and he will be here very shortly to see you. : 

I entreat your Majesiy, for your own sake as well as for the interests of your people and country, to seriously 
cousider what the Commissioner will say to you, should you refuse to listen to the voice of reason and humanity. 

With many prayers that your Majesty aud Council will be guided in your decision by the future safety and 
interests of your country, I beg, &c. 

i (Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


LT 


Inclosure 2 in No. 195. 


Commodore Wilmot to the Bashorun and Elders of Abbeokuta. 


(No date.) 

1 HAVE arrived again at Lagos, and hope that the Bashorun and Elders of Abbeokuta are quite well. 

Receive my kindest compliments and best wishes for yourself and country. 

I hope you have well considered what was said to you when I had the pleasure and satisfaction of meeting 
you in public last, and that since then the real happiness and welfare of your people has been uppermost in your 
thoughts 

¥e I promised you in the presence of all your people, I have placed before the Government of England all 
that has transpired between you and the late Governor of Lagos, and I feel certain that justice will be done to 
all parties. 

Sut I pray you to lay aside at once and for ever all pride and selfishness, and firmly believing in the reality 
of England's friendship for Abbeokuta, if Abbeokuta will pursue a right course of honesty and fair dealing, use 
your best endeavours to bring the question at issue to an amicable settlement, by doing which you will show 
yourself worthy of your high position, promote the happiness and prosperity of those intrusted to your charge, 
as well as open out the resources of your country. 

I remain, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 195. 


Acting Governor Glover to Commodore Wilmot. 
Sir, Lagos, August 31, 1863. 

I BEG leave to forward, for your information, despatch No. 10 (original), which I must beg you 
to return; also a copy of a despatch No. 10 Consular, in reply to the despatch No. 10 addressed to me by Barl 
Russell, and I have the honour to inform you that ] am prepared to carry into execution the directions of Earl 
Russell as far as it is in my power, being according to the suggestions I have submitted to Earl Russell in the 
concluding paragraph of despatch No. 10. 

The withdrawal of the “ Advance” would involve a loss of revenue to this Colony of several thousand pounds, 
and badly as the services of Her Majesty's ship “Investigator” can be spared, I should prefer the loss of that 
vessel's services to that of the steam-tug “ Advance.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN H. GLOVER. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 195. 


Instructions issued to Lieutenant Gambier, Lieutenant in Command of Her Majesty's ship “ Investigator,” 
about to proceed on the Niger Expedition. 


THE principal object of this expedition is to communicate with Dr. Baikie, or obtain intelligence of his 
movements. 


Every exertion must be made to effect this, and all ulterior objects must give way to suceeed in accomplishing 
this anxious desire of Her Majesty’s Goverment. 

I place the most implicit reliance in your prudence and judgment, and feel certain that you will endeavour 
to carry out the main object of the expedition; you Lave my authority also to make this visit of the “ Investi- 
gator” one of peculiar interest and permanent usefulness. 

Everything has been provided by me for the success of the expedition, as well as for the health and comfort 
of the officers and crew. 

You will enter the river as soon as you are in all respects ready, and leave it again when your own experience 
of the rise and fall of the water. as well as of the seasons on this particular part of the country, points out to 
you the necessity of again crossing the sea-bar. 

Inclosed are ‘Treaties which you are authorized by me to make with the Native Kings and Chiefs that reside 
on the banks of the Niger and its vicinity. 

England does not wish for any addition of territory, save for the purpose of agriculture and commerce, and 
for the civilization of the people ; but you will willingly receive under our protectiun all African tribes on the 
banks of the Niger and its neighbourhood, that are willing to enter into friendly alliance with us. 

I think you quite understand my meaning with regard to this important subject. 

Our object. in addition to making settlements on the “ Niger,” is to prevent the French from doing this 
before us. and thereby causing a counter influence. If we can honourably establish these Settlements satisfactorily 
to all parties, England will keep up her well-earned reputation amongst the natives of this country for civilization, 


and be in a great measure repaid for the many sacrifices and disasters which have been freely made for the welfare 
and happiness of Africa. 


No. 196. 
Extract from the Journal of Commander Wildman, of Her Majesty's ship “ Philomel.” 


FROM the 15th to 25th October, 1862, I was laid up with fever at Government 
House, Sierra Leone. My coxswain, the only white man in the Gallinas River 
with me, having been taken with fever the day after, he died on the 23rd, on board 
the “ Isis.” 

The above is, I think, a convincing proof of the unhealthiness of rivers and 
boat-work in them. 


Remarks on the North Division. 


The rainy season begins at Sierra Leone on the Queen’s birthday, and continues 
until October, during which time the weather is most vile in every way. 

When the rains are beginning to “ take off,” as they call it at Sierra Leone, is 
undoubtedly the most unhealthy time to do anything up any rivers and to be near 
the coast generally. The rivers begin to lower a little, having brought a large 
quantity of vegetable mattter during the rains; the whole soil is saturated with 
water, the vegetation thick, and the sun very powerful. In consequence of the 
above, noxious vapours arise from the ground, and from the decaying vegetable 
matter brought down by the rivers and now left exposed. 

Tam decidedly of opinion that the less a ship or her boats are in rivers on this 
part of the coast, the better for the health of her men. There are of course 
occasions on which an expedition up a river is necessary, but 1 do not think sending 
boats up the various rivers (Pongas, Nunez, &c.) merely to see whether there are 
any vessels in them is at all judicious, or worth the certainty of a number of men 
being laid up with fever. 

The disturbances are in my opinion (viz., those up the river) as often the fault 
of the British subject as of the natives, and the so-called British subject very often 
turns out to be a black rascal from Sierra Leone who tries to overreach the native 
blacks, and threatens them with a man-of-war if they do not do as he (the Sierra 
Leone black man) wants. 

The less the merchants are able to fall back on the men-of-war the better, I 
am sure, for all justice and good faith to the natives. 


Remarks on Trade. 


Legal Trade.—This is now very large, both from and in the Colony of Sierra 
Leone, and to the north and south of it, and up the various rivers. There is a 
large trade in every river between the Gambia and Sierra Leone, the exports being 
wax, ground-nuts, palm oil and palm-nuts, a little gold, and in time there will, | 
think, be cotton in small quantities. 

To the southward of Sierra Leone there is a large and rapidly increasing trade, 
in theSherbro and Boom Kittam Rivers, and produce enough in the Gallinas River, 
viz., palm oil, palm-nuts, cotton, beeswax, &c., to supply many factories, and a 
great demand for English goods. There is at present only one factory, namely, that 
belonging to Messrs. Isaac Campbell and Co. 

The trade in rivers north of Sierra Leone is carried on in small coasting 
schooners and cutters, and in vessels under French colours. Salt is taken up the 
rivers in French vessels, who take home ground-nuts. The salt comes from 
England, the ground-nuts go to France. The French Navigation Laws cause the 
employment of French vessels. By far the largest importer and exporter, | 
should think, was Mr. Heddle, of Sierra Leone. 

The trade south of Sierra Leone, as far as Cape Mount, is carried on by means 
of coasters and some larger vessels belonging to Messrs. Isaac Campbell and Co., 
under English colours. Some of these vessels do not go away from the coast at 
all, but collect the produce from the different factories, and keep them supplied with 
English trade pose . &e. ‘ 

There is very little trade with Liberia, considering the great extent of coast 
they have, and whenever they are allowed to obtain coast line or harbours there 
the trade will be lest to England, the customs laws, &c., being framed so as to 
place obstacles in the way of white men trading; and in the Republic no white 
man is allowed to establish himself as a merchant and buy the produce direct, but 
it must be done through a black or coloured citizen. In Liberia they are (though 
selfish and narrow-minded in their views) enterprising, and on the plantations grow 


sugar and coffee, both which they export to the United States. They have we 
tried cotton, but find that the Sea Island (seeds of which were sent from England) 
does not answer, on account of the pods bursting in the middle of the rains, when 
it is planted at the beginning. ‘They intend to try planting at another time, and if 
it does not answer, giving up the Sea Island, confining themselves to the plant 
indigenous to the country. 

Taking the trade and produce of Liberia as a whole it does not certainly equal 
their conceit, and I am inclined to think that domestic slavery exists largelv on the 
plantations on the banks of the St. Paul’s River, &c. 

The whole people of Liberia, official and other, are conceited and arrogant to a 
degree, aping European manners, and looking with contempt on the other black 
people (I of course except the Kroomen in the above remarks), whom they call 
savages. 

Ground Nuts.—The vessels arrive in the rivers for ground nuts, during January, 
in large numbers, the new nut coming in then. 


Remarks on the Slave Trade. 


It is said to be still carried on to a small extent in the rivers to the north of 
Sierra Leone, viz., Pongas, Dubrecka, &c. One shipment is said to have taken 
place last March or April, in a small vessel, but | do not think the report of much 
value. Governor D'Arcy informs me that Captain Venn, of the trading brig 
“Lightning,” reports that cargoes are taken from Bissao and Cacheo to the 
Cape de Verde Islands; I have not been able to obtain any certain information, 
but have informed the Governor-General of the Cape de Verdes of the reported 
intention. 

The prices of slaves on the coast varies from 30 dollars to 40 dollars ; Consul- 
General Crawford reports to the Foreign Office “that a choice lot are now offered 
at z8 dollars (or 7l. 5s. 10d.) each,” at the Havana. If such is the case it clearly 
would not pay getting them from here. ; 

There is a trade in domestic slaves between the Sherbro and the north, which 
could only be effectually checked by the boats cruizing between Cape Sierra Leone 
and the Bananas; I think even that would do little towards stopping ‘he trade, 
and the boat-cruizing would undoubtedly be bad in every way for the cruizers, 
both in the health of the men and discipline of the ships. Information is often 
given to the Governor of Sierra Leone of the intended shipment of domestic or other 
slaves in the Sherbro, in which case he sends the Harbour Master, who generally 
succeeds in detaining the native boat in which these slaves are carried. 

There is no other Slave Trade on this division, to the southward of Sierra Leone, 
at present. At the Gallinas Prince Manna will take the money and goods for slaves 
from the Spaniards who come for them, but immediately sends information to 
Sierra Leone instead of giving the slaves. 

There are large numbers of slaves in his territory and that of the neighbouring 
Chiefs, but he keeps the Treaty unbroken. 

I am very much inclined to doubt there being now any regular foreign Slave 
Trade on this division, there is so large a legal trade in all the rivers, and the 
slaves are so valuable in the country from the present large cultivation of the 
ground nut. 

Mr. Lawson, the Government Interpreter, knows what is going on in all the 
rivers, and as far as information at Sierra Leone goes | should advise any cruizer 
wanting it to apply to him; he is to be trusted and will not say what is not the 
case. 

As regards other information at Sierra Leone I do not think that any 
dependence can be placed on any unless it comes through the Governor. You may 
always hear of barques and brigs up nearly every river, and may lay men up by 

ulling up rivers and find that there is either no vessel or else she is a Frenchman 
oading ground nuts. All the good information that comes to Sierra Leone goes 
either to the Governor or to Mr. Lawson, the Government Interpreter. 

The Isles de Los are a very good central position for a cruizer watching the 
northern rivers, and by boarding the numerous coasting vessels and fishin ts 
now and then you hear what is going on in all the rivers. There is a schoolmaster 
in charge of Factory Island who is ordered by the Governor to go on board any 


man-of-man anchoring at the island, and give information of the movements of any 
suspicious vessels, if there are any about. 


When tke Island of Bulama is occupied by our troops the Rio Grande, &c., 
will be well watched at its mouth. 

If there is any foreign Slave Trade now on this division, which I do not think 
there is, it is a chance shipment during the rainy season, at which time the negroes 
on the ground-nut farms are idle. The large ground-nut, palm-oil, and other legal 
trade, has, with the increased value of the negro for house slavery, quite, I think, 
stopped the foreign. 

There is undoubtedly a large trade in slaves for the ground-nut farms between 
the Sherbro, Sierra Leone River, and those further north, and I have no doubt that 
as labour becomes dearer, in consequence of more land sin cultivated, the 
trade will largely increase. Even if possible, it would be a very doubtful good for 
the country (Africa) to stop this trade or rather supply of slaves, from a part where 
the people either cannot or will not grow anything, to a part where the legal trade 
is now so great and increasing every year. 
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When in all respects ready for entering the river, you can do so, taking the accompanying boat, full of coals, 
in tow. 

I send you one Lieutenant, one Assistant Surgeon, one midshipman, two shipwrights, and six seamen to assist 
you in your arduous duties, and in navigating the “ Investigator” up the river. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 


When the ‘‘ Investigator” recrosses the bar after the expedition is over, you have my permission to keep to 
sea, and cruize in the Bights for the benefit of the health of the crew, as the season will then be so fine, should it 
be desirable to do so, or even proceed to Ascension if necessary. 


A. P. E. W. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 195. 


Directions to be observed by Lieutenant Gambier, in Command of the Niger Expedition, for the benefit of 
the Health and Crew of the “ Investigator.” 


. Not to be exposed to the sun or rain. 
. Plenty of fresh water for drinking and washing. 
. Lime juice daily. 
. A dose of quinine morning or evening at the option of the medical officer in charge. 
. A cup of coffee immediately on getting up, and before any work is done. 
. Fresh meat and vegetables daily when practicable, as well as an allowance of fruit at the discretion of the 
medical officer. 
7. No salt meat if it can be avoided 
8. Not to be exposed to the night air or dew. 
9. To shift in blanket or flannel clothing after sunset. 


10. On no account is an extra issue of spirits to be made, but an extra allowance of tea or cocoa may be given 
when necessary. 


ans owe 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 196. 
Captain Wildman to 


Journal of Legal and Slave Trade. 





No. 197. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “* Rattlesnake,” at Loanda, October 3, 1863. 

I TAKE advantage of the Portuguese steamer which leaves this place to-morrow 
for Lisbon, to report my arrival here on the 26th September last from the Congo, 
where I inspected the “ Zebra,” and met the “ Griffon,” “Mullet,” and “ Lee,” all 
of which vessels have since proceeded to their cruising-grounds. 
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2. I visited Banana and Punta da Lenha in the “Lee.” There are no vessels 
of any kind in the Congo, and the slave-dealers are beginning to be much alarmed 
in consequence. 

8. You will receive my letters from St. Helena, by the regular mail in which I 
have given all the information relative to these two places. 

4. I leave here on the 6th for Little Fish Bay, St. Helena, and Ascension, and 
shall return to Cape Coast Castle from the latter place 

5. The war that has been carried on for the last eighteen months hetween the 
Portuguese Government and some of the native tribes in the interior has been 
brought to a pacific conclusion. 

ate what I hear of this war I believe that the Governor-General was about 
to make overtures to these tribes, not being satisfied with the proceedings, when 
the Chiefs of these tribes offered to give in yong og 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 198. 


Burning of the “ Britannia.” 





No. 199. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


“ Rattlesnake,” at Sea, Lat. 9° S., Long. 9° E., 

, October 12, 1863. 

1 HAVE entirely omitted to inform you that during the time I was at Cape 
Coast Castle, several conversations passed between his icsiamer the Governor of 
that Colony and myself, relative to the good understanding that exists between 
the Dutch authorities at Elmina and the re 


Sir 


ing of Ashantee. 

2. There is no doubt that the Dutch Governor on this part of the coast is 
adverse to our interests, and issued a proclamation in which the natives under his 
Protectorate were forbidden to assist those under the British Crown during the 
impending war. At Accra, the Dutch part of the population refused to obey this 
order, and flatly told the Dutch officer carrying on the Government there that they 
would support their brother natives, and recommended him to retire into his quarters 
if he were afraid. 

3. This leads me to the more important part of my communication, which is, 
that I believe that slaves are purchased from the King of Ashantee by the Dutch 


No. 198 
Commodore Wilmot to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” St. Paul de Loanda, October 3, 1863. 

I BEG to submit the inclosed correspondence from Commander Sholto Douglas, 
of Her Majesty’s ship “ Espoir,” explaining his reasons for the destruction of the 
schoonor ‘ Britannia,” in September 1862. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 198. 


Commander Douglas to Commodore Wilmot, 


Sir, “ Espoir,” at Sea, April \1, 1863. 

WITH reference to your letter of 6th February 1863, calling for my reasons for destroying a vessel stated 
to be the * Britannia,” without first ascertaining from Mr Tobin's agent if the vessel had really been purchased 
by him, I beg in reply to offer the following explanations :— 

1. I had no doubt that the “ Britannia” had been purchased as stated in the certilicate produced, but the 
fact that Mr. Tobin's agent had purchased a vessel in October 1860, was no proof to me that in S:ptember 1862 
she was not fitting for the Slave Trade. 

2. The reasons on which this supposition was grounded were as follows: 

The condition in which the “ Britannia” was found, stripped of her sails and part of her rigging, as if 
preparatory for a refit, the large quantity of plank on board, much more than could possibly have been required 
for any repairs, even if it was the proper quality of plank, which it was not; ‘t was, however, very well adapted 
for laying a slave-deck, and in sufficient quantity for that purpose, there being 1,040 feet. 

The vessel was at the time in the hands of a noted slave-dealer Francisco lranque, a man who about this time 
fitted out another small craft at Cabinda (the place of capture of the “ Britannia”), and despatched her to sea 
with slaves. 

The conduct and assertions of the man Mabbs, as set forth in the declarations, were highly suspicious, and 
could only be accounted for by the supposition that he had some knowledge of the illegal intention of the vessel ; 
for why, if she was only about to undergo an ordinary repair, should he be so anxious to disclaim any connection 
whatever with this vessel, and to destroy the traces of her nationality ? 


I have it on the statement of this man himself “that he had been one voyage in a slaver, and he did not 
intend to try it again.” 

The English register, if the document found on board could be so called, was no doubt retained to divert 
suspicion during the fitting of the vessel ; when fully fitted it could be destroyed, and there was nothing to prove 
the identity of the vessel captured with the “ Britannia.” 

Mr. Tobin's agent could not plead ignorance of the papers required of a vessel navigating this coast, as the 
“ Britannia” had been furnished by him with a letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. Tobin; that 
letter refers more especially to the launches used on this coast. On the one hand if the “ Britannia” was 
considered as a launch, why were not the recommendations of the Admiralty carried out? On the other hand, if 
she was to be considered as a British vessel, which would seem to have fees the first intention, the provisional 
register granted by Sir H. Huntley would only remain in force six months by the Merchant Shi Act, 
Article 54. Why this neglect, if not to avoid the punishment that would follow to any British subject ai or 
assisting to fit a vessel for the Slave Trade? 

All these circumstances taken into consideration, I did not deem it necessary to pursue a different course with 
the “ Britannia” than I should have done with any other vessel fallen in with, vnprovided with proper proofs of 


her nationality, and surrounded as the “ Britannia” was by circumstances proving beyond doubt that she was 
about to be engaged in an illegal trade. 


P I have, &c. 
(Signed) SHOLTO DOUGLAS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 198. 
Statement of Mr. Hutton, Master's Assistant. 


ON the afternoon of the 19th September, 1862, I was sent on board the schooner “ Britannia,” lying at 
anchor off Cabinda, to take charge of her, until her papers and colours were produced. On arriving on board 
no one was there, but a canoe presently came alongside with the papers belonging to her. 

A white man now came off, and I asked him for the colours. He sent a canoe alongside a French boat to 
get them, and when the canoe returned, hoisted an old English ensign, which he kept up until sunset, and then 
hauled down, 

As I did not consider the papers correct, I sent the white man on board the “ Espoir’’ with them, and he 
returned in the evening. 

Next morning the cutter and whaler were sent from the “ Espoir” with an order to tow her alongside. 

I now told the white man to hoist his colours, but he would not do so. I heard Henry Sye, the man at the 
helm, asked by the white man several times, ‘ whether an Englishman taken slaving would be punished ;” Sye 
replied, he thought he would. I then went forward to see about the tow ropes, and on coming aft I saw the 
colours in the water about ten yards astern. I asked the white man if he had thrown the colours overboard, 
whereupon he nodded his head in assent. 

I, W. W. Hutton, master’s assistant, serving on board Her Majesty's ship “ Espoir,” do make the foregoing 
statement, which I do declare to be true and correct, and in token whereof I attach my signature this 12th day of 
November, 1862. 

(Signed) W. W. HUTTON. 
In the presence of, 
(Signed) C. H. Staucuter, Assistant Surgeon. 
Metvist Maxwe tu, Assistant Paymaster. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 198. 
Statement of Henry Sye, A.B. 


I WAS sent on board the schooner “ Britannia” on the afternoon of the 19th September. On arriving on 
board no one was there, but shortly after three negroes came on board with some papers. The officer in charge of 
the party, Mr. Hutton, master’s assistant, asked for the papers and colours, and the papers were given to him. 
An Englishman now came on board, and asked what was the matter. The officer asked him for the papers 
and colours belonging to the vessel. He said “ she had no colours, and the two papers brought off were the only 
ones she had.” He then sent a canoe away, which came back with an English ensign, which he hoisted. He 
then went on board the “ Espoir” with the papers, and came back again shortly after. I remained on board the 
night, and in the morning boats came from the * Espoir” to tow her out to the ship. The Englishman then 
asked to be allowed to go on shore, but was told he could not be allowed to do so by Mr. Hutton. Mr. Hutton 

’ then told him to hoist his colours which he had hauled down the evening before, but he did not do so. He then 
came to me, and asked me, “ Would an Englishman caught in a vessel slaving be punished?” I told him, I 
thought so. At this time there were on board the schooner, besides myself, Mr. Hutton, master’s assistant, and 
the Euglishman. I was steering, and Mr. Hutton went forward to give orders about the tow ropes, when I saw 
the Englishman take something and throw it overboard, which looked like an English ensign, saying at the same 
time, “ There, that's done all right.” He afterwards said, “I wish I had never seen the ‘ Britannia,’ and asked 
me if I thought he would be detained. 

We now got alongside the “ Espoir,” and I returned on board. 

1, Henry Sye, able-seaman, serving on board Her Majesty's ship ‘“‘ Espuir,” do make the foregoing statement, 
which I declare to be true and correct, and in token whereof I attach my signature, the 12th day of November, 
1862. 

(Signed) HENRY SYE, his *% mark. 
In the presence of, 
(Signed) C. H. StauGuter, Assistant Surgeon. ° 
Metvitt Maxwe.t, Assistant Paymaster. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 198. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Messrs. Tobin & Son. 


Sir, Admiralty, December 28, 1859. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the detention by the “ Vesuvius” of the launch 
«English Packet,” on the ground that she was not furnished with a British register, I am commanded by m 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith extracts from the opinions of the Queen's 
Advocate, of the Admiralty Advocate, and of the Counsel to the Admiralty, as to the papers that should be 
required of vessels of the description referred to, owned by English merchants on “ aay of Africa. 
ave, &c. 
(Signed) W. G. ROMAINE. 





Inclosure 5 in No. 198. 
Extract from the Opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown. 


THE launch in question, belonging (as we understand) wholly to natural British subjects, is in our opinion a 
British ship, and in order to her being recognized as a British ship and to her being entitled to the privileges of 


such ships, both she and all vessels of her class and description ought in strictness to be registered, and to have a 
certificate of register on board. But we are not aware of any punishment or penalty which can be inflicted for 
non-registration of vessels of the description of the launch in question under the peculiar circumstances stated with 
reference to her. 

We think there are grave objections to Her Majesty's officers being instructed to recognize the certificates of 
the English traders, and we recommend that no instructions to that effect be given, but we see no objection to the 
senior officer on the station, in his discretion giving a pass signifying his satisfaction at the time and place of 
delivery of such pass, of the legitimate employment of the vessel ; other officers to whom such pass might from 
time to time be exhibited, should pay such attention to it only as under the circumstances they might think 
expedient. 

Pte pass would convey no legal sanction, though in many cases of the absence of circumstances of suspicion 
at the moment, officers sight in their discretion accept the pass as satisfactory evidence of the vevsels being legally 
engaged in lawful traffic. 

(Signed) J. D. HARDING. 
R. PHILLIMORE. 
W. ATHERTON. 


Seen ee EEUU UES DEERE 


Inclosure 6 in No. 198. 
Declaration of Messrs. Mecham, Holloway, and Silva. 


WE, the Undersigned, do hereby solemnly declare that, on or about the 15th and 3ist day of October, 1860. 
did purchase the schooner * Mary Ann Isabel’’ of Mr. John Coker, agent of Messrs. A. A. Silva and Bros, of 
Loanda, on account uf Messrs. Thos. Tobin and Son of Liverpool, United Kingdom, Great Britain, 
And furthermore the said schooner having changed her name to the * Britannia’* of Punta Lenha. 
Given under our hands this 6th day of November 1860, at Loanda. 
(Signed) MANUEL MECHAM. Agent for Messrs. Tobin & Son, Liverpool. 
FREDK. G. HOLLOWAY. 


A. A. SILVA BROS. 
Witness to sale: 


(Signed) G. L. Sneviine. 
This declaration was made before me, November 7, 1860. 
(Signed) H. V. Hustvey, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul and Acting Commissioner. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 198. 


Messrs. Griffiths, Hatton, and Johns to Commander Douglas. 
Sir, “ Expoir,” Cabinda, September 20, 1862. 
IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we the Undersigned have held a strict and careful survey 
on the articles found on board the schooner “ Britannia,” without colours, detained for being engaged in the 
Slave Trade, and find as follows, viz. :— 

Ist. That the vessel had on board at the time of capture 1,040 feet of plank, which in our opinion could not 
be required by her for any legal purposes, it not being of ‘the kind requisite for repairing vessels, and a much 
greater quantity than could possibly have been required. 

2nd. That she had on board at the time of capture four iron pots or cauldrons, two large and two small, for 
cooking purposes, 


3rd. That she had on board at the time of capture six casks of palm oil, which were stated to have been 
placed on board for ballast. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE GRIFFITHS, Gunner. 
W. W. HUTTON, Master's Assistant. 
JOHN JOHNS, Carpenter's Mate. 





Inclosure 8 in No 198, 


Messrs. Griffiths, Hutton, and Johns to Commander Douglas. 


Sir, “ Espoir,” Cabinda, September 20, 1862. 
IN pursuance of an order received from you this day, we, the Undersigned, have held a strict and caretul 
survey on the schooner “‘ Britannia,” without colours, detained as being engaged in the Slave Trade, and find 
as follows, viz. :— 

Ist. That she has no sails on board, but all her spars on board her, top-masts being on deck. 

2nd. That she would not be fit for a long sea voyage without repairs. 

3rd. That the measurement of the vessel was as follows :— 

Length from stem to stern 


‘ as aC . 70 feet. 
Breadth of beam, taken on upper-deck, amidships. . a ae 
Depth of hold 28 oe - 12 5 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) GEORGE GRIFFITHS, Gunner. 

W. W. HUTTON, Master's Assistant. 
JOHN JOHNS, Carpenter's Mate. 


X=: 
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authorities at Elmina, and shipped from thence to their possessions in the East and 
probably in the West Indies. 

4. Of course I cannot prove that such: is actually the case, but from all I can 
learn on the subject it will be well for Her Majesty’s Government to place the 
question before the Government of the Netherlands, that they may make inquiries 
and deny it if they can. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





No. 200. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, * Rattlesnake,’ St. Paul de Loanda, October 3, 1863. 

WHEN off the Congo, at the latter end of September last, 1 took advantage 
of the presence of my tender, the “ Lee,’’ to visit Banana and Puntada Lenha, both 
of which were accomplished the same day. [ started from Shark’s Point at 5 a.m. 
and returned again 8 p.m., which clearly proves that vessels of this class may safely 
and expeditiously traverse a portion at least of this important river. 

2. I inelose a list of factories from Banana Point to Boma, which is some 
twenty-five miles beyond Punta da Lenha; Commander Perry of the “ Griffon” has 
taken a great deal of trouble in collecting these, and his exertions on this and upon 
all other occasions deserve my best thanks. 

3. I visited the Dutch factory at Banana, and was very warmly received by 
Mr. Elkman, who is in charge. 

4. This gentleman is entirely in our interest with respect to the Slave Trade 
and the opening of legitimate trade. He carries on a good business in palm oil and 
other productions of the country, and one of his vessels, a barque ©” 250 tons, was 
loading off the factory. 

5. He sends away about 800 tons of palm oil annually to Rotterdam. We are 
much indebted to Mr, Elkman for his kindness to our officers when they visit 
Banana in their boats; and he has on many occasions given such correct infor- 
mation to Commander Hoskins that this oflicer has been enabled to capture more 
than one slaver. . 

6. 1 think the Government would do well to acknowledge this conduct by a 

present of some kind. : 
7. The position of Banana is admirably adapted for trading and other purposes, 
and as the only other establishment on this peninsula is about to be given up and 
sold (it belongs to the French Government Emigration Company, of which M. Regis 
is the head), [cannot but be struck with the importance of the position as regards 
the stopping of the Slave Trade, and giving encouragement to those who wish to 
engage in legitimate commerce. 

8. Inclosed is a private communication from Commander Hoskins, in which 
you will see that the French Government have determined to give up their 
factories on this coast, and that M. Parrat, the principal agent, has announced 
them for sale. 

9. L have also read the document alluded to above, and Mr. Elkman has told 
me confidentially that there is no doubt this statement is true. 

10. This gentleman is very anxious to buy the property at Banana himself, 
that he may keep away slave-dealers, and have the benetit of British protection. 
For this purpose I have asked him to watch the sale of this French establishment, 
so that the Government may if they think proper re-purchase it from him, if he buys 
it, which he has agreed to. 

11. His price for the factory buildings, &c., would not come near what 
M. Parrat requires, as his only object in purchasing them would be for the British 
Government, or to keep the Portuguese and other slave-dealers away from his 
premises. He would not give more than 500/., whereas the French price is, I believe, 
5,000/., which is most ridiculous. It will be impossible for M. Parrat to realize 
anything like that sum. 

12. Mr. Elkman thinks it will be finally sold for 1,000, which is not too 
much, taking into consideration the importance of the position, politically and 
morally. 

13. Their Lordships will never have a better opportunity of taking the right 

Ciass A. 2U 
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step in the right direction, and I am confident the effect will be of that nature which 
at this moment I am afraid to realize. 

14. A supply of ccals and provisions on this spot would be most convenient; a 
gun-boat of the largest class can safely ride off the factory, the distance only of a 
few yards. 

15. It is very healthy, as the sea-breeze blows over the Point and drives away 
every unpleasant odour. 

16. A cruiser anchored about two miles from Banana Point, and another well 
out from Shark's Point, rather over on the Banana shore, would effectually block 
up the Congo to the slave-dealers. .A slaver with her cargo in furls all her sails 
alter leaving Punta da Lenha, Medora Creek, &c., and drops down with the tide, 
which carries her always within a mile or two of Banana Point. After which, 
when well clear, she makes sail according to the wind and the presence of a 
cruizer. 

17. A cruizer anchored, as 1 have said before, .well off Shark’s Point to the 
north north-west, will be sure to see her,.if she successfully passes the one off 
Banana Point. a <* i oe 

18. There are no vessels of any kind in the Congo at present, excepting the 
Dutch barque mentioned before belonging to Mr. Elkman, and the slave-houses at 
Punta da Lenha are at their wits’ end in consequence. They will be obliged to 
close their houses and depart if this continues, and are even now reduced to buy 
palm oil, &c., merely to keep up their supply of provisions. 

19. | counted fifteen factories at Punta da Lenha; the only English house 
belongs to Messrs. Hatton and Cookson, whose agent is Mr. Peter McCullock, at 
present at Kinsembo. His représentative is a Mr Edwards, the cooper of the 
establishment, who, Commander Hoskins tells me, is almost always intoxicated. 
Legitimate trade is very scanty. 

20. This place is admirably situated for slave-trading purposes, the water 
heing so deep that the vessels ship alongside the banks, upon which large piles of 
wood are driven. 

21. Every house has its back yard of large dimensions, with smal! gardens 
attached, in which cabbages, lettuce, oniens, and turnips, are grown in large 
quantities, and in quality excellent. In one garden belonging to a Portuguese, the 
fencing was formed of tomatoes, which grew in such abundance that large quan- 
tities are given away, and drop off from being rotten. They were of enormous 
size, some weighing half-a-pound each, and of excellent flavour. 

22. It is easy to observe here those who have been long resident in the country 
as slave-dealers, from their comfort, gardens, and general aspect of good order and 
consideration, 

23. The Englishman’s is the dirtiest of the whole, and the least well kept; but 
I have no doubt the cooper does his best. 

24. It was at this house during the time of Mr. Meecham ‘agent to Hatton and 
Cookson), since dead, that the late disturbances took place which called for their 
Lordships’ letter of the 23rd December, 1862. I have every reason to believe that 
the conduct of this agent was highly improper, and derogatory to his character and 
position. 

25. In my letter to you of the 7th June of this year I remarked that “if all 
the agents now residing at Punta da Lenha could be induced to leave that 
place, and establish themselves at Banana, much good would be effected, and we 
should get rid of that troublesome plague-spot up the river.” Again, Banana is 
entirely under our protection, and merchants could establish themselves there 
without fear of being molested, as our cruizers could anchor off the place. 

26. As I have since visited both these places myself, I will qualify the first ot 
the above remarks by observing that there is only one agent residing at Punta da 
Lenha who carries on legitimate trade, all the rest being slave-dealers ; and that 
I have no reason to alter my opinion of Banana as expressed in the second para- 
graph, but will add that there is scarcely room at the place for more than three 
houses to carry on legitimate trade at the same time. 

27. J hope you will favourably receive the suggestions here offered for your 
consideration, and if so induce their Lordships to give me instructions relative to 
the purchase and occupation of this part of Banana Point. 

28. There is a small custom paid to the Chiefs to whom the point belongs, but 


as Mr. Elkman says these do not traffic in slaves, there will be no difficulty in 
dealing with them. 
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29. As long as they receive tribute or rent, it will make no difference to them 
who occupies the land. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 





Inclosure | in No. 200. 


List of Factories at present standing on the bank of the Congo River, from Banana to Boma 


From Banana Point to Punta da Lenha. 























Nos, Owners. Nation. Houses represented by. 

1 | Senhor Alexandro Fereira Portuguese ..| Senhor Fereira. 
s 2 | Senhor Guillermo (a branch house of | Ditto .. ..| Senhor Paulo Vilalonga. 
South Bank... 

the factory at Mangue) 

3 | Sefior Fonseca (not finished) ..| Spanish Sefior Machado Figueredo. 

1 | Senhor Lima Viana ae --| Portuguese ..| Senhor Leopoldo. 
North Bank .. | 2] M. Regis ainé* . -.| French ..| M. Parrat. 

3 | Senhor Antonio Fernandes Portuguese ..| Senhor Monteiro. 


At Punta da Lenha. 




















Nos Owners. Nation. Houses represented by. 
1 | Senhor Alexandro --| Portuguese ..| Senhor Fereira. 
2 | Seftor Carvalho | aie .-| Spanish ..| Seftor Lopes Guimeriies. 
3 | Senhor Santo Silva ae -.| Portuguese ts _ 
4 | Senhor Oliveira . ae ..| Ditto .. ,-» | Senhor Oliveira. 
5 | Seftor Fonseca .  ° :. .. | Spanish ..| Seflor Machado Figueredo. 
6 | M. Regis ainé .. 5 --| French. ..| M. Parrat. 
7 | Senhor Gaillermo - ip -. | Portuguese .| Senhor Paulo Vilalonga. 
8 | Senhor Limas .. aie --| Ditto.. .. | Senhor Limas. 
9 | Senhor Fereira’ . ee -- | Ditto .. ..| Senhor Fereira. 
10 | Senhor Barros .. -.| Ditto.. .. | Senhor Barros. 
11 | Mesérs. Hatton and Cookson ..| English ..| Mr. Peter Me Cullock. 
12 | Senhor Fernandes ac -. | Portuguese .. | Senhor Monteiro. 
13 | Senhor Ramos .. sts -.| Ditto... ..| Senhor Ramos. 
14 | Senhor Lima Viana : -.| American .. | Senhor Leopoldo. 
» 15 | Herr Kerdyk and Pincoff -.| Duteh . -.| Herr Baak. 
16 | Seuhor Moreno . : __ | Portuguese .. | Senhor Moreno. 
At Boma. 


Nos. Owners. Nation. Houses represented by. 























M. Regis 2% a . | French ..| Deserted. 

Senhor Alexandro e3 .. | Portuguese . | Ditto. 

Seftor Fonseca. ..| Spanish ..| Seftor Martinez. 
Senhor Antonio Fernandes --| Portuguese ..| Senhor Pereira. 
Senhor Oliveira . sts . | Ditto .. ..| Closed. 

Seiior Carvalho ae ..| Spanish ..| Setior Guimeraes. 
Senhor Lemas .. la ..| Portuguese -.| Closed. 

Senhor Santa Silva ~~ ..| Ditto .. ..| Ditto. 

Senhor Lima Viana “ ..| American ..| Ditto. 

Senhor Barros .. 6s | Portuguese ..| Destroyed. 





SCOONAULhWNH— 


The whole of the rbove houses, with the exception of the English and Dutch (the French house being closed), 
are engaged in the Slave Trade, which is at the present almost at a stand-still, owing to the great difficulty found 
in procuring ships. 

Several of the houses are insolvent, and if the present dearth of sites continues will certainly be closed. 

The little trade done in oil by the Portuguese houses is simply to enable them to pay their way and purchase 
prov isions. 

The present prices of slaves at Boma are as follows :— 


Milreis. | In September 1860 it was : Milreis. 
For a full-grown strongman +» 25% For a fuli-grown strong man .. 80 to 90 
Fora boy .. sie ee -- 20 Fora boy .. -» 60to 70 
For a young girl ee ws e- 20 For a young girl a es 80 
For a woman oe : -. 15 


(Signed) J. LAISNE PERRY, Commander. 
“ Griffon,” Turtle Cove, River Congo, September 13, 1863. 


* 51. 10s. 


. 





168 REPORTS FROM NAVAL. OFFICERS. 
Inclosure 2 in No. 200. 


Commander Hoskins to Commodore Wilmot 
( Private.) 
Sir, “Zebra,” Turtle Cove, River Congo, September 7, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform vou that I have been permitted to read a letter from M. Regis of Marseilles 
to Messrs. Ferdyk and Pincofs of Rotterdam, in which M. Regis offers for sale to that firm the whole of his 
buildings, &e., on this coa:., in consequence of all anticipation of the renewal of the French system of emigration 
waving been abandoned, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 





No. 201. 


Short History of the War in the Southern Interior of Africa between the Portuguese and the 
People of Cassange. 


THE war in Cassange was commenced in August, 1861. It arose through 
some merchants having been robbed; and returning to the nearest Portuguese 
military station, they persuaded the officer in command to demand satisfaction of 
the Chief of the district where it had occurred, 

On his way the officer sent to Jaga, who is the principal Chief, or sort of King, 
of Cassange, informing him that he “required acertain number (nineteen, | think) 
of head of cattle for his men—the number of troops under his command could not 
have been very great—to which Jaga sent answer that he could come himself 
to fetch them. 

This answer from Jaga, who is a vassal of the King of Portugal, and 
elected by them, was considered as an insult, and the officer deemed it advisable at 
once to inflict chastisement upon Jaga. Jaga prepared for war, and acted 
not only on the defensive, but attacked the Portuguese. The war continued with 
varied success to both parties. At length, the Portuguese were about to give it up, 
when Jaga sent to say that he would give in, and come to terms, heg pardon, 
&c. The precise conditions will be found in the accompanying translation from 
the Official Boletim of the 3rd October, 1863. 





Inclosure in No. 201. 


Extract from the © Offvial Boletim”™ of October 3, 1363. 
Translation.) 

ON the 26th September, 1863, in the city of St. Paul de Loanda, at the Palace of the Governor. 

Present: His Excellency the Governor-General José Baptista d’ Andrade, with the members ot the Legislative 
Council, Heads of the Public Departments, military officers, civil authorities, and other functionaries, Xce., 
assembled— 

To receive the Ambassador of Jaga, Prince of Cassange, praying for peace. overtures for which having been 
made on the 29th August, 1863, represented by his son, D. Bernado Cassua Cambinuba, ind other representatives, 
members of his household, Cassange, Cangula, N. Gola, and Vole Anyilla; the interpreter on this occasion being 

* Manucl Alves des Castro Francina, Interpreter to the Governor-General of the State. 

‘The above-mentioned Ambassadors being duly authorized, on the part of Jaga, to accept. unconditionally, the 
conditions of peace guaranteeing their faithful fulfilment, the following conditions of peace were duly read and 
a to them :—- 

That, being subjects of His Most Faithful Majesty, they strictly obey all laws and ordinances of the 
egies of Portugal, permitting the establishment of civil and military authorities in their country. 

: All prisoners taken in the list war and runaway slaves to be released. 

To defray all the expenses of the war and to indemnify the States for all losses incurred. 

: And, lastly, to make restitution to the Portuzuese merchants, and others engaged in lawful trade, for the 
losses sustained by the late war. 

His Excellency the Governor-General, in exchanging the ratification of the ‘Ireaty of Peace this day 
concluded, declares that, in the name of His Most Faithful Majesty, and as his Delegate and Representative in 
the Province of Angola, the acceptance of the submission of Jaga, pardoning his former crimes and offences 
commiited against the Governmen: of His Most Faithful Majesty. 

The Conditions of Peace were then duly signed by i Governor-General in Council and the Executive 
members, and by the representatives of Jaga 

(Signed) JOSE BAPTISTA D'ANDRADE, Governor-General, 
And the Members of Council assembled. 





No. 202. 
Commodore Wilmot to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Rattlesnake,” December 9, 1863. 

THE following few remarks connected with the successful return of the 
“Investigator” from the Niger, in the month of November last, will perhaps afford 
some interest and information to their Lordships. 

It seems that Lieutenant Gambier ascended in the steamer as far as Egga, 
about 360 miles from the entrance of the river ; from thence he advanced a further 
distance of five miles in his boats, and entered a small river up which he went 
fifty miles to a village called Wunagi, seven miles from Beda, the capital of King 
Massaba. 

Dr. Baikie accompanied him. At Wunagi they were met by King Massaba’s 
messengers, who informed them that horses would be sent down for their conveyance 
to his town. 

The name of this river is not yet given in any chart, neither has it been 
surveyed. It will be well to call it by some name connected with this year’s 
expedition. It is about 300 yards across in the broadest part, and from thirty to 
forty in its narrowest part, depth unknown, but Lieutenant Gambier thinks its 
average quite two fathoms. 

he banks are thick with mangrove and a few trees, but the country is well 
cultivated, yielding Indian corn and yams. There is also the butter tree, which is 
about ten feet high, and produces what is called “shear butter,” which is used by 
the natives for food and for greasing their bodies. The leaf of this tree is larger 
than a laurel leaf, but of the same shape. 

There is plenty of cotton, red and white, and large quantities might be 

rown. 
. At every village cotton was brought down for sale. 

The country seems well populated with much of the same description of people 
as in other parts of Africa. All were very friendly and anxious for trade. 

The soil appears to be most fertile, cotton, Indian and Guinea corn, cassada, 
the date palm, yams, &c., growing in great abundance. The yams are superior to 
those in most places on the coast, and the climate from all accounts is very healthy, 
a fresh breeze blowing up from the sea. 

Dr. Baikie came on board at Lukoja, his own place, about 220 miles up, and 
was greatly rejoiced to see the ‘ Investigator,” as his supplies were exhausted, and 
he had given up all hopes of being relieved this year. 

The missionaries were all landed at those places where they had missions, 
embarking again when the “ Investigator” returned. All the goods, &c., belonging 
to those sentlonan were likewise conveyed by Lieutenant Gambier up the river. 

There are partridges and guinea fowl, also elephants and buffaloes, in the 
neighbourhood. 

From the entrance of the Niger to Egga, a distance of 360 miles, the average 
depth in the rainy season is between four and five fathoms deep, excepting in one 
part of the ship channel, which was only 10 feet; this of course makes it impossible 
for vessels drawing more water to proceed further than this shallow part, which is 
about 200 miles up. 

There is another passage the other side of the island, near which this ten feet 
is, which has not yet been surveyed, and Lieutenant Gambier thinks it highly 
probable that a deeper channel may be found there. 

My opinion, formed upon the information I have been able to obtain, is, that it 
would well repay one company to take the trade of the Niger into its own hands, 
encouraged and assisted by a yearly subsidy from the Government, until the 
trade is regularly and permanently established and certain profits arise. 

After this it will be, of course, for Her Majesty’s Government to rescind the 
charter and do away with the monopoly, as they think proper. 

It appears that this single ten-foot channel mentioned above is the only 
obstacle, excepting the river bar, to vessels of large draught of water navigating 
the river, after passing the bar and taking in their cargoes, 300 miles up. 

This is a very serious obstacle, but it can be overcome by steamers of light 
draught towing up large cargo boats or hulks of a considerable size. 


he bar is another drawback to vessels drawing much water; there is only 
twelve feet on it in the rainy season. 


A company must therefore be prepared to enter upon their work with two 
powerful paddle-wheel steamers, drawing when loaded nine feet of water, which is 
only one foot less than the depth of the channel in its shallowest part, with a good 
supply of cargo boats or other conveyances as they may deem expedient for river 
wo! 

The ship to receive the cargo must be at anchor outside the bar. 

These steamers should be armed with one heavy and one light gun, also a 
roportion of small-arms, rockets, &c., in case of necessity. They should be very 
ast, well ventilated, and carry at least 100 tons of coal. 

A depét of coal must be in the river at the best selected place, and wood can be 

obtained very cheap. 

I should say that steamers with two rudders would be the best, which will 
prevent the necessity of turning. 

At first some little difficulty will doubtless arise, which must be expected, but 
the enterprise of British merchants, backed up by the energy and skill of British 
seamen will conquer every obstacle, and establish a trade in the Niger, that 
will fully satisfy in a few years every one that is really interested in the happiness 
and prosperity of Africa. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. P. EARDLEY WILMOT. 
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No. 202. 
Lieutenant Gambier’s Expedition up the Niger. 
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EAST COAST OF AFRICA STATION. 





No. 208. 
Commander Wilson to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Gorgon,” at the Seychelles, December 17, 162. 

I HAVE the honour to report the capture and destruction of a slave dhow, in 
latitude 40° 46’ south, on the 10th November, by a division of boats of this ship, in 
charge of Lieutenant Keppel, under the circumstances detailed in Inclosure No. | 
(extract from that officer's proceedings), and to acquaint you that, having reported 
the case to Mr. Witt, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Zanzibar, for the informa- 
tion of His Highness the Sultan, [ received a letter of which Inclosure No. 2 is 
a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Sigded) JNO. C. WILSON. 





Inclosure | in No. 203. 


Lieutenant Keppel to Commander Wilson. 

( Extract.) November 28, 1862. 

AT 1 p.m. of the 10th November I chased dhow No. 24, which, on perceiving us, made towards a smal/ 
creek, and regardless of several blank cartridges, and shot fired to bring her to, continued to make away for three 
hours, when, on our boats approaching her, she was run on shore and abandoned, and from 70 to 80 slaves wer+ 
seen to leave her. 

Finding her a northern dhow totally deserted, without colours or papers, and unmistakably equipped for tie 
Slave Trade, and being fast on shore, I destroyed her by fire, after taking her measurement. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 203. 


M. de Witt to Commander Wilson. 
Sir, Zanzibar, December 1, 1862. 

I HAVE the honour to state, in answer to your letter of yesterday’s date, that His Highness the Sultan 
approves of the capture and destroying of a dhow, off Wasseen, by a division of your boats, on the 10th November, 
she having no papers or flag, having landed her slaves, and the crew abandoned the dhow as your boats 
came up. 

; I have, Ke. 
(Signed) F. DE WITT. 
(For Lieutenant-Colonel L. Pelly, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul and Avent at Zanzitar,) 





No. 204. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” Walwich Bay, December 23, 1863. 
IN obedience to the directions contained in your letter dated the 31st October 
last, to report more fully, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the cases of vessels escaping from the East Coast of Africa, with full 
cargoes of slaves, | beg to inclose extracts from letters 1 have received from 
Commander Wilson, of the ‘ Gorgon,” and Captain Oldfield, late of the “ Ariel,” on 
this subject, and, in corroboration of those officers’ statements, I have to acquaint 
you, that on my recent visit to Zanzibar and Mozambique, these reports of ship- 
ments of slaves were confirmed by intelligent Arabs, and at the latter place by a 
Portuguese gentleman. : 
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2. Two of the shipments are reported to have taken place in European vessels 
at Keelwa, in March and in May, one of which was under American colours, and 
the other under Spanish—the latter described as a black barque. which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Pelly informed me had anchored for several days at the north end of 
Zanzibar, in the early part of the month of May. 

3. The embarkations at Inhambane were confirmed by the Portuguese gentle- 
man above referred to, and [ have no reason to disbelieve the reports; but as it is 
not the interest of a slave-trading people to give particulars of their nefarious 
business, | am unable to say how many slaves were thus carried off. 

I have no doubt that some other vessels, of which we have not heard, have got 
away, as occasionally we have had no cruizers stationed at the places mentioned. 
I had also information when at Zanzibar of an American slaver being in one of the 
ports of Madagascar waiting for a certain time to appear again on the East Coast 
of Africa for her human freight, probably to be taken in at Keelwa. 

4. My reasons for asking for gun-vessels or gun-boats for service at Zanzibar 
are, first, that an extensive Slave Trade has recently sprung up in that quarter, of 
which | do not think their Lordships are fully aware. [am informed that in conse- 
quence of the prohibition of the exportation of slaves from Tunis and Tripoli, the 
Arab dealers have transferred their abominable Traffic to the East Coast of Africa, 
and supply their former slave-markets by the Red Sea and Persian Gulf, through 
which many thousands of Africans are annually transported, as represented by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rigby, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, of which [ received 
confirmation when at the last-named place (Zanzibar). 

5. In the next place, from the prevalence of fresh winds and strong currents in 
that locality in the slave-trading season, it is not a suitable or safe coast on which 
to employ boats. There is no good shelter for them, and the maritime natives, 
being in league with the slave-dealers, are hostile to our people; moreover, the 
Arab dhows are fleet, and in some instances offer opposition, to the sacrifice of 
human life. 

6. From my own observation, Lam convinced that, unless some strong measures 
are taken to put down this Traffic, it will entirely nullify the advantages of legal 
trade, and arrest the progress of civilization and Christianity in Eastern Africa. 
Dr. Livingstone also bears testimony to the thousands of human beings who are 
taken from the shores of Lake Nyassa, and across that lake, to supply the demands 
of the slave-dealers on the coast. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 204. 
Commander Wilson to Rew-Admival Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract ) * Gorgon,” December 31, 1861. 

IBO is stil supposed to be the great resort of Spanish slavers, but thougn no doubt it is carried on there 
to a large extent, yet itis so well kuown and watched that I think the butk of those vessels (Spanish) now ship 
their slaves from the coast of Madagascar. 

I am informed by Colonel Rigby that he had certain information of two of these vessels shipping their 
cargoes there last year, a vessel called the  Caradad” acting as decoy. 

Probably the slaves were taken in dhows from Ibo to the port settled on. IT have since heard from different 
sources that the above is the case. 

When the boats from the ship under my command were last at Ibo they landed the interpreter, who 
reporied that upwards of 1,000 slaves were collected for export, and that a large proportion were in the fort 
chained by the necks in gangs. 

From Delgado to Quiloa (including the ports of Monguiho, Lindy, Kiswara, and others) the Slave Trade 
flourishes ; thousands are taken north and south yearly in the country crafts, &c. Several large vessels have 
lately shipped their slaves from these ports, especial!y from Mongulho 


N.18.—I have just heard that a Spanish ship took a cargo of slaves from Mongulho about the 15th of 
November last. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 204. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) “ Aviel,” February 11, 1862. 
Jbo.—ONE European vessel has obtained a cargo of slaves from this vicinity in the early part of this 
half-year; another attempted, but failed. 


His Excellency the present Governor gives one every reason to believe that he is averse to the Slave Trade, 
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and makes the best use of the boats, &c., at his command to prevent slavers, Europeans or native, shipping or 
obtaining their cargoes in his Government. 

Slaves have been both plentiful and cheap in this district during the period of this Report; by that it may 
be inferred that the export has not been very brisk, and that in taking evidence for the number of European 
slavers off and about this district during the twelve mouths as three, | am not very far wrong. 

From this district it may be estimated that without doubt some 1,200 to 1,500 slaves have been exported 
in European slave-vessels. . 

Zanzibar —One European slaver (and | believe the one made mention of as having failed in her object at 
Ibo) sueceeded in running a cargo from Mongulho or its vicinity in the month of November, slavex being both 
plentiful and cheap both at Quiloa and the vicinity of Ibo at the time; it is as likely she obtained her cargo from 
one locality as the other, or from both, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 204. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) “ Ariel,” May 17, 1862. 

European Slave Trade-—ONE Spaniard has been heard of between Ibo and Zanzibar in the months of 
January, Fibres, and March (early part), 

Two vessels succeeded in running cargoes from Inhambane, latitude 23° 51! south, or its neighbourhood 
last year. It is to be regretted that the station south of Sofala is not, and has not been, worked, in conse- 
quence of the paucity of cruizers. 

The cruizer so ordered should be a vessel whose sailing and steaming qualities would command success in 
chase. 





_ Inclosure 4 in No, 204. 
Commander Oldfield to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


(Extract.) “ Ariel,” June 30, 1862. 
Eur: pean Vessels—ONE I have heard of seeking for a cargo in the vicinity of Quiloa in the end of February 
and March (early part), and subsequently heard of in the vicinity of Pemba in the middle of March. 
Two other vessels have been reported to me as having run cargoes from the covntry lying between Inham- 
bane and Delagoa Bay—l] believe the former—and one other from Delagoa. 





No. 205. 
Vice-Admiral Sir W. Martin to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“ Queen,” at Malta, March 21, 1863. 
TRANSMITTED to be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
in compliance with the directions contained in your letter of the 26th ultimo. 
(Signed) W. F. MARTIN. 





Inclosure in No. 205. 


Declaration. 
Off Namegno, March 12, 1861. 

I HEREBY declare that I have violated the Treaty between Great Britain and Portugal (dated Lisbon, 
July 3, 1842) in having slaves on board, and a greater quantity of matting than was regret for the use 
of my crew; that my vessel, the “‘ Theresa,” has consequently become liable to capture by a British cruizer, and 
the slaves and cargo are forfeited. 

(Signed) JOACHIM DE GRACA. 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) J. E. Kuiont, Master. 
James H. Jacxson, Paymaster. 





No. 206. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


“* Narcissus,” Simon's Bay, July 17, 1863. 
SUBMITTED for the information of their Lordships, observing that this is one 
of many cases of Arab dhows carrying French colours, under the cloak of which- 
slaves are transported to the Colonies of Mayotte and Nos Beh. As it is not clear 
whether the dhow had any pa beyond a pass from the French Consul at 
Zanzibar, | have called upon Colmeaitier Chapman for full particulars of this 


case, 
» (Signed) B. W. WALKER. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 206. 
Commander Chapman to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Ariel," Zanzibar, March 6, 1863. 
ADVERTING to my letter of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour to inclose a copy of a letter I have 

addressed to Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Zanzibar with reference to a dhow under French colours which was 

boarded by Her Majesty's ship 1 command, on the 26th ultimo, off Comoro under very suspicinus circumstances. 

You will perceive that the movements of this dhow were most suspicious; she had no cargo whatever, and 
there were twenty-eight passengers on board, if you can call them so, considering they were mostly children, and 
did not know their names and destination. 

This is a second case of a like nature in which I have seen the French flag abused, and I consider it my duty 
to bring the matter before your notice, trusting that my proceedings will meet with your approval. 

I have no hesitation in saying that I think this dhow was about to ship slaves at Comoro for Mohilla; she 
had met the dhow I detained and destroyed at Quiloa, and had sailed in company with her: moreover, the captain 
of the vessel I captured desired to be put on board of her, together with his crew, with which request I complied, 
I have also learnt that the owner of this vessel has an agreement to ship a certain number of slaves annually 
=. Mohilla and the north-west coast of Madagascar, from thence to be conveyed quietly to Nos Beh and 

ayotte. 

“I am much pleased with this occurrence, as I have no doubt that the letter I have written to Her Majesty's 
Consul will induce the French Consul to be more particular in granting the protection of the French flag to 
dhows trading in these waters. 

I have, &e 


(Signed) | W. C. CHAPMAN. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 206 
Commander Chapman to Her Majesty's Acting Consul, Zanzibar. 


Si:, “ Ariel,” Zanzibar, March 6, 1863. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you' that, on the 26th ultitno, when off Comoro in Her Majesty's ship under 
my command, I boarded a dhow, under French colours, bound from Zanzibar to Mayotte, having a pass signed by 
the Acting French Consul at Zanzibar. 

This vessel was named the “ Fataon Salama,” of 33 tons, belonging to Mogué Gomé, Monosa Mentimon 
caj-ain, and left Zanzibar on the 14th February for Mayotte, to touch at Comoro on her way, having a passport 
for fourteen crew and ies pr passengers. 

This dhow was visited and the passengers mustered, and it was discovered that she left Zanzibar with no 
pas-engers whatever, although her papers distinctly said she had twenty-eight passengers from Zanzibar to Mayotte. 
The passengers found on board were brought on board at Quiloa, and appeared to be slaves and not passengers. 
They were mostly children, and did not know their names as described on the passenger list ; they were also ignorant 
of their destination. 

She was sailing in company with a dhow having neither papers nor colours, owned and manned by Sooree 
Arabs, having a slave-deck and 4 slaves on board, which had also visited Quiloa, but had heard that a man-of-war 
.. was im the vicinity, and had therefore run for Marony, where she was to ship some 100 to 150 slaves which had 
been, a few weeks previously, landed from a dhow seized by the cutter of this ship. 

The captains of these two dhows seemed thoroughly to understand each other, and it is my firm impression 
that this vessel under French colours was about to ship slaves at Comoro. 

I have represented the whole case to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, informing them that this is certainly 
not the first case I have seen of the French flag fraudulently assumed, although the papers furnished from Zanzibar 
were correct; as I am confident His Imperial French Majesty the Emperor is not aware of these most suspicious 
proceedings. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. CHAPMAN. 





No. 207. 
Captain Gardner to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, “ Orestes,” at Tamatave, July 9, 1863. 

I REPORTED to you, in my letter dated the 30th May, the burning of a 
schooner by Lieutenant Houghton, on the 28th of the same month, in Zernan Veloso 
Bay, in the Portuguese dominions. e 

| now inclose a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Houghton containing a more 
detailed account of this transaction ; and | regret to be still of opinion that the 
evidence against this vessel was not sufficient to send her into Court for adjudica- 
tion, much less for destroying her, an act in which Lieutenant Houghton was in no 
way justified by my instructions. ! 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) ALAN GARDNER. 
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Inclosure in No. 207. 


Lieutenant Houghton to Captain Gardner. 


“ Orestes,” at Sea, Lat. 10° 58' S., Long 49° 33' E., 
Sir, June 25, 1863. 

1 BEG to forward to vou a Report of my proceedings. 

On the morning of the 29th May last, when in charge of the lannch and cutter in Zernan Veloso Bay, shortly 
after daylight observing three vessela on the beach the opposite side of the bay, I proceeded to examine them. 
On nearing them my suspicion was raised by seeing two of the vessels only hoist colours. On examination I 
found them to be open boats, cutter-rigged, with nothing on board. On searching the larger one, a three-masted 
schooner, I found her deserted, without colours, and what I considered proofs of her bemg engaged in the Slave 
Trade, viz., a slave-iron, about a dozen bags of rice, two large casks of water, which I considered more than 
sufficient for her crew, and matting laid along the bottom for reception of slaves, also two large iron vessels for 
boiling rice. This vessel had the sails bent, gaff lowered, a small poop abaft for the accommodation of three or 
four persons. I observed there was no flag flying on shore, and no signs of there being any Portuguese autho- 
rities. ‘I'he vessel was high and dry on the beach, and considering it impossible to get her off with the means at 
my command, I destroyed her by fire, having previously taken her measurements. I am of opinion that this 
vessel was waiting for the embarkation of slaves, probably for the Islands of Comoro or Mayotte. 

I am sorry to report the loss of the slave-iron, which was put into the launch and lost overboard a few days 
afterwards, 

1 beg to inclose the following measurements :— 

Length from stem to stern, inside of each, 54 feet. 
Extreme breadth, 16 feet 6 inches. 
Girth inside, trom level of deck one side to opposite side on the same level, 30 feet. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN HOUGHTON. 





No. 208. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Watker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, ‘* Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, October 19, 1863. 
REFERRING to your letter of 7th October, 1862, relative to the Sultan of 
Zanzibar fulfilling the Treaties with the British Government for the suppression of 
Slave Trade, | have the honour to submit for the information of their Lordships a 
letter I have received from Captain Gardner of the “Orestes,” whom I ordered to 
confer with Her Majesty’s Consul at that place on the subject, .and I am glad 
ra aia that the Sultan is now doing his best to carry out the Treaties with good 
aith, 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 





Inclosure 1 in No 208. 
Captain Gardner to Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker. 


Sir, ‘ . . “ Orestes,” Zanzibar, July 25, 1863. 

UPON arriving at this port, 1 communicated at once with Captain Playfair on the subject of your instruc- 
tions to confer with Her Majesty’s Consul as to the best mode of carrying out the views of Her Majesty's 
Government for compelling the Sultan to observe the ‘l'reaties for the suppression of Slave Trade. 

Tinclose a copy of Captain Playfair's letter to me, from which you will see that the Political Agent does 
not consider it necessary at the present time to make any further representations to the Sultan, whom he has 
every reason to think is doing his best to carry out the Treaty in good faith. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) A. H. GARDNER. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 208. 


; Lieutenant-Colonel Playfair to Captain Gardner. 
Sir, Zanzibar, July 24, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 20th June, received on 22nd instant. 
The only portion of that despatch which requires a written reply is the second paragraph. 
Thad not seen Lord Russell's letter to my predecessor therein quoted, and it does not appear to be in the 
archives of this Agency ; but the conduct of His Highness Sayid Majid has been so satisfactory of late that I 
think it would hardly be prudent to make any representation to him at present which might have even the 
appearance of coercion. 

I do not enter the belief that the Slave Trade has been carried on with greater activity than formerly, though 
I must say that it does not appear to have sustained any very decided check ; nevertheless, the Sultan has during 
the past season manifested the utmost anxiety to fulfil his Treaty obligations. He has resisted the Northern 
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Arabs in a most determined manner and by force of arms, and he has confiscated nearly 300 slaves which they 
had purchased or kidnapped for exportation. 

He has further promised me that he will use even greater exertions during the coming season, and he has 
agreed to prohibit entirely the transport of slaves, even from port to port, in his own dominions during the season 
when they can be exported to Arabia. 

It appears to me that these engagements, if carried out in good faith, are all that can reasonably be demanded 
of him; and I hope that you will agree with me in thinking that it will be unnecessary to make any further 
representations till we are assured that he has failed in his promises—the rather that the entire question of the 
Slave Trade is now under the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government, to whom it has been or will immediately 
be submitted by the Government of Bombay. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) R. L. PLAYFAIR. 





No, 209. 
Rear-Admiral Sir B. Walker to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Narcissus,” Simon’s Bay, November 19, 1863. 

IN transmitting the Report on the Slave Trade for the information of their 
Lordships I beg to call special attention to porae ayn No. 26, and to observe that I 
consider the best and only means to stop the extensive Slave Trade carried on by 
the Northern Arabs from the Zanzibar Coast will be to keep three or four gun- 
vessels of 80-horse power, or of the new class 60-horse power, stationed there 
continuously for two or three years. The Sultan, finding such vessels constantly in 
that locality ready to support him, would carry out his laws against these marauders 
with greater vigour, and their nefarious trade would very shortly cease. 

9, The officers of the gun-vessels would acquire greater experience of the Arab 
character than can be obtained by those of a casual cruizer: such arrangement 
would tend to further the development of lawful trade and help to civilize that 
remote part of the world. 

3. A slight modification of the squadron would meet this plan without increase 
of expense. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) B. W. WALKER. 


NORTH AMERICA AND WEST INDIA STATION. 


No. 210. 
Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Nile,” at Bermuda, January 9, 1863. 

1 BEG you will acquaint their Lordships that Commander Grant, of Her 
Majesty's ship “Steady,” has, in a letter dated Havana, 11th December last, 
furnished me with the following information respecting the Slave Trade on the 
coast of Cuba :— 

“Her Majesty’s Consul at this port has given me the following information 
of the landing of slaves, viz. :— 

“A cargo of about 1,000 slaves was landed on Sunday last the 7th instant, at 
the sugar estate ‘‘ Proyectos” in the district of Remedios ; the Captain-General has 
dismissed the Lieutenant-Governor. 

“Another cargo of 650 slaves was landed on the Isle of Pines last week ; the 
Licutenant-Governor has also been dismissed. 

“A third cargo is said to have been landed from a small schooner at Mariando 
(ten miles from Havana) the night before last. 

“ A large cargo has also been landed at the Jardinillos cays, and has been 
brought over to the mainland at Mayabeque, &c., by small coasting vessels.” 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





No. 211. 
Vice- Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir. ** Nile,” at Bermuda, February 3, 1863. 

IN forwarding to you, for their Lordships’ information, the accompanying copy 
of a letter from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General in Cuba dated the 18th 
ultimo, relative to a regulation that has been put in force at Havana prohibiting all 
communication by boat from ships outside the harbour in consequence of the recent 
proceedings of the United States’ cruizers, | would suggest, for their Lordships’ 
consideration, whether the end the Spanish Government have in view would not be 
sufficiently attained by requiring all boats from ships of war outside to communi- 
cate with the guard-ships before landing, as much inconvenience will be experienced 
by our cruizers on the coast of Cuba if this rule were rigidly enforced, especially 
during the prevalence of fever, when it is so desirable that ships should not enter 
the port if it can be avoided. 

2. I would submit for their Lordships’ consideration whether this subject 
might not be brought to the notice of the Spanish Government at Madrid, from 
whence the order emanated. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 
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Inclosure in No. 211. 
Acting Consul-General Crawford to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, Havana, January 18, 1863. 

IN consequence of a boat from Her Majesty's ship “ Steady " not having been allowed to pass the guard-ship 
on the 5th instant, owing to a recent regulation which prohibits all communication by boat from ships outside of 
this port, I considered it my duty to see the Captain-General on the subject; and at an interview which I had with 
his Excellency last evening, he informed me that this regulation had emanated from Madrid, in consequence of the 
affair of the “ Blanche,” that unfortunate event having in some degree been attributable to the United States’ 
steamer “ Montgomery's” having remained off the entrance instead of having been obliged to come into port. 

The new regulation provides that all ships wishing to communicate with the shore imust first come into 
harbour and receive pratique in the usual manner. 

L observed to the Captain-General that this Regulation had not been published, neither had it been notified 
officially to the foreign Consuls. Moreover, that it would greatly inconvenience Her Majesty's naval service 
during the sickly season, when it might be unadvisable for ships to enter the harbour, and I urged his Excellency 
to modify the rule in some degree, at least during that period. 

His Excellency said that he did not consider it at all necessary to publish the Regulation; that he admitted 
the justice of my observations, and that he would consult with the Spanish Admiral on the subject: but that owing 
to the total disregard shown by the officers of the United States’ navy for all international law, he did not see how 
he could grant any special favours to British ships of war without invalidating the spirit of the new Regulation, for 
the Americans would be sure to demand equal privileges. 

I have, &e, 
(Signed) JNO. V. CRAWFORD. 


ee 
No. 212. 


Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Nile,” at Bermuda, February 5, 1863. 

REFERRING to your letter of the 17th October last, relative to the steamer 
“ Noc Daqui” being engaged in the Slave Trade, I nave now the honour to inclouse, 
for their Lordships’ information, a copy of a letter | have just received from 
Commander Grant of Her Majesty’s ship “Steady,” detailing his proceedings in 
consequence of receiving information of her being at the Island of Mugeres, and 
reporting that she had been seized by Rear-Admiral Wilkes on the ground of her 
having been transferred to the Confederate Government. 

2. | have expressed to Commander Grant my entire approval of his proceed- 
ings, especially in regard to the smack “ Matilde,” as, under the circumstances 
attending her seizure, it was Commander Grant's bounden duty to place her in the 
same position as that in which he originally detained her. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 


7—_erororororoo 


Inclosure | in No. 212. 
Commander Grant to Commodore Dunlop. 


( Extract.) “ Steady,” Havana, January, 1863. 

ON arriving off this port on the Sth instant, I intended communicating by boat with Her Majesty’s Consul, 
and avoid bringing the ship into the harbour, that being disallowed by the authorities (the circumstances whereof 
I have reported in a separate letter), and Her Majesty's Consul wishiug to sce me I got steam up and came in at 
8 P.M. 

Mr. John Crawford, Vice-Consul, then gave me information of a celebrated slave-steamer being at Isla 
Mugeres, Yucatan ; and as it was apparent dispatch was necessary, I considered myself justifiec in using steam, to 
be there, if not before, at least as soon as the smack alluded to in Mr. Crawford's letter. 

! eft Havana at 10 p.m. the 5th instant, and when twenty five miles off Isla Mugeres, at sunset of the 7th, 
brought-to the smaek, which had on board a Mr. Drain, merchant of Havana, with 200 doubloons. As the smack 
by the register had no business there, and Mr. Drain stating that though he had unfortunately destroyed his 
papers yet he could assure me he was engaged in the Confederate and not in the Slave Trade, | accordingly 
detained the smack to give him an opportunity of verifying his statement. 

On arriving at Isla Mugeres the following morning, I found both steamer and schooner there in charge of an 
officer and fifty men (Marines) of the “* Wachusett,” which ship, bearing the flag of Admiral Wilkes, arrived soon 
after my anchoring. I communicated with him, and he confirmed the particulars of the statement Mr. Drain had 
made, and that the * Noe Dagui” had bond fide Confederate papers ; there was, therefore, no longer any necessity of 
detaining the smack, but as I knew that if released then she would be captured by the Americans, | towed her out 
that afternoon, and released her near where I had detained her, obtaining the usual documents as to the correctness 
of the stores, &c, 

From information received at Isla Mugeres, I am led to believe that slaves are landed on that island and 


pc transferred to Cuba by small vessels. A barracoon was found there, and, from appearances, lately 
erected, 


The crew are all well. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 212. 


Statement made by Mr. Drain. 


THE “ Noe Dagui” was owned by Sefior Julien de Zulueta, planter and merchant, and while engaged by 
him ran several cargoes of negroes to Cuba. Getting, however, very notorious, about one year ago he sent her to 
Truxillo, the Governor thercof having been previously bribed to get a proper clearance, and thus evade the chance 
of capture. While there a British ship of war (the “ Spiteful”) arrived, and as there was some doubt as to the 
legality of capturing her, she sailed, saying she would be back in two or three days, and if the “ Noc Daqui” was 
there then, she would be taken. Accordingly she sailed (ner machinery being out of order) for Bordeaux, was 
repaired there, re-equipped for the Slave ‘I'rade, but as a blind took in a cargo of wine for Vera Cruz, and was 
cleared for that port. On the way she went for the coast of Africa, threw overboard part of the wine, and taking 
in slaves, successfully ran them on the south side of Cuba about the lst December last. Thence she proceeded 
towards Vera Cruz; breaking down in the machinery, however, she put into Isla Mugeres somewhere about the 
4th December. The Mexican anthorities at the island, finding the crew away, seized her, on suspicion of being . 
engaged in the Slave Trade, about the 22nd December, and sent the crew to Madrid Admiral Wilkes, passing 
the island on the 29th, fancied it was the “ Alabama,” and went in, when the Mexicans, fearing every day the 
arrival of the French, delivered her up to him, and he then discovered she was to be employed in the Confederate 
trade, but told the captain, who had arrived for her since her capture by the Mexicans, that he had put the men 
on board merely ax requested by the Mexicans, ani should return in ten days, when he would take the guard away. 
He went to Havana and there obtained sutticient information to seize her. 

Her Confederate history is this :— 

About the Ist December Zulueta represented to the Confederate interest that the “ Noc Daqui™ was in first- 
rate order for running the blockade to Mobile, and would have had 45,000 dollars for her, but on receiving 
information that she was at Mugeres and completely broken down, he informed Mr. Drain that the contract was 
void ; but he again had information that she was not in such a bad condition but that she might be repaired where 
she was, Zulueta offered her for 15,000 dollars, which was accepted; and on the 13th December the schooner 
“ Papita” (John Johnstone) was dispatched with 5,000 blankets, 4,500 pairs of shces, 100 sacks of salt, and a 
crew of 39 men, including the captain and engineer. ‘The shipping-master not doing his business quietly, Admiral 
Wilkes heard of the steamer, and went round by Cienfuegos in search of her, as she was then believed to be on the 
coast of Cuba, Much delay had occurred already and the schooner did not arrive till the day after the 
“ Noc Daqui" was seized (the 23rd), and was also seized immediately. A vessel with the information was sent 
to Havana, but did not arrive till the 2nd January, and on the 3rd Mr. Drain left with 200 ounces, intending to 
buy off the Mexicans in charge, or, if that failed, to endeavour with his crew to seize her, and going to sea land 
the guard in the smack. On his arrival on the 6th, he found the Americans in charge, saw his captain, and then 
thinking from what Admiral Wilkes had told the captain before leaving on the 29th December, that he would take 
the crew off and blockade the harbour, he authorized the engineer continuing repairs. Hearing the Mexicans 
intended seizing him he left at once. 

The “ Noe Daqui” is now called the “ Virginia ;” 
of the slave-deck stil remaining. 


she is barque-rigged ; 400 horse-power; 900 tons; part 


(Signed) H. D. GRANT, Commander, H.M.S. “ Steady.” 
January 15, 1863. 





No. 213. 
Commander Richards to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Extract.) ‘** Dart,” Porto Praya, January 8, 1863. 

[ ARRIVED at Porto Praya on the 29th December, and found the United 
States’ frigate ‘‘ Sabine” of 50 guns, and the steam-sloop “ Mohican” arrived 
during my stay; both these vessels are in search of the Confederate steamer 
* Alabama.” 

The slave-brig which was expected to arrive during the month of December 
has not yet made her appearance, nor could I gain any intelligence concerning her. 
You will perceive by acopy of a correspondence which I have the honour to inclose 
that I was unable to gain any intelligence from Mr. Oliveira, Her Majesty’s Consular 
Agent at this port. 

From information derived from other sources, however, it appears to me 
unquestionable that vessels bound for the coast of Africa for slaves do very 
frequently touch at Porto Praya on their way out, and [ am of opinion that an 
occasional visit by a cruizer to the Cape de Verde Islands would be advisable. 

With regard to the communication from his Excellency the Governor of the 
Gambia dated 17th July, 1862, relative to a system of slavery alleged to be carried 
on between the River Cashio and the Cape de Verde Islands, I learnt by inquiry 
that the schooner “Caledonia,” owned by a person at Porto Praya, is a trader 
between Bissao and the Islands. She left Porto Praya on the 16th August last for 
Goree and Bissao, and was said to be expected toreturn in one month. She has not 
since been heard of. The owner professes not to know what has become of her. 
‘The report at the island was that she had been taken by one of our cruizers. In 
fact, the Military Governor asked me if such was the case when I visited him. 

Mr. Morse, the United States’ Consul, volunteered to me his testimony that the 
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vessel was “all right,” as he termed it, and offered to give me a statement to that 
effect in writing, which, however, did not reach me. The schooner is described as 
about 70 tons, of fore and aft rig, 





{nclosure 1 in No. 213. 
Commander Richards to Mr. Oliveira. 
Sir, “ Dart,” Porto Praya, January 2, 1863. 
I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Her Britannic Majesty's steam-sloop under my command has 
been at anchor at this port since the 29th ultimo, and that up to the present tirne I have not received the 
customary visit due to an officer of my rank from a British Consular Agent. 
. As | have not any reason to suppose that you are suffering from indisposition, I do not feel called upon to 
depart from ordinary etiquette by visiting you. a 
I write, however, to inform you that I am about to sail this day, and to request you will without delay give 
me any information you may possess relative to the Slave Trade, and concerning the habits of vessels bound 
to the coast of Africa for slaves, calling here for supplies; stating about what months they mostly resort hither, 
and, in fact, affording any general information that you can that may be useful to Her Majesty's ships employed 
upon the coast of Africa. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) F. W. RICHARDS. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 213. 


Mr. Oliveira to Commander Richards. 
( Translation.) 
Sir, Porto Praya, January 2, 1863. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, to which I have to answer that 
to oblige Mr. Miller, Consul-General tor England at these islands, | am ready to assist with my services ships of 
Her Britannic Majesty that may require them in extraordinary cases—cases which have doubtless not occurred 
since you have been anchored here. 

In answer to you upon the question you put with regard to slave-vessels, | have to say that for many years 
past no Slave Trade has been carried on in this province, neither do vessels call here for supplies employed in that 
business. 

Receive, &c. 
(Signed) HENRIQUE J. OLIVEIRA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 213. 
Commander Richards to Mr. Oliveira. 


Sir, “ Dart,” Porto Prava, January 2, 1863. 

IN reply to your letter in answer to mine of this day's date, I beg to observe :— 

Firstly, that | am not aware that it is usually considered a favour conferred upon Her Majesty's Government 
when gentlemen abroad accept offices such as you hold, neither am I aware that gentlemen holding these offices 
are supposed to ignore the duties connected with them in consequence of its being understood they hold them only 
as a favour to others, 

With regard to the second paragraph of your letter, I beg to state that I did not in my letter to you make 
any mention of the Slave Trade as carried on in the province of Cape de Verde, because | have no reason to 
suppose that it is. My letter simply alluded to the Slave Trade on the coast of Africa, and to the subject of 
vessels bound there touching at these islands for supplies. 

You inform me that vessels designed for the Slave Trade do not call here for supplies, a statement which 
I do not know how to reconcile with the fact of the vessels named in the margin® (all notorious slavers) having 
touched at this port during the past year. 

, I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. W. RICHARDS. 


* « Falmouth,” Brig, reported a3 having been captured at Porto Praya by United States’ sloop ‘ Portmouth.” 
“ Janeiro,” barque, 14th June, 1862. 

** Oregon,” barque, August 1862. 

“ Reindeer.” barque, September 1862. 


“ Atlantic,” barque, September 1862, with cargo of slaves on board, said to have called off the port, and 
captain landed and obtained supplies. 
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No. 214. 
Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “Nile,” at Halifax, August 20, 1863. 

I HASTEN to assure your Lordships that your letter of the 4th instant 
contains the first intimation i have ever received, either directly or indirectly, that 
any part of the proceedings of our cruizers employed recently on the coast of Cuba 
had been taken exception to by, or had given offence to, the Spanish authorities at 
Cuba. The inquiry ordered will take some time before it is complete, as the ships 
concerned are much scattered, but I think it right to lose no time in giving this 
assurance to their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALEX. MILNE. 





No. 215. 


Instructions to Officers on Cuban Coast. 





No. 216. 
Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Nile,” at Halifax, October 27, 1863. 

AS some considerable time must yet elapse before I can receive explanations 
from all the Captains of Her Majesty's ships lately employed on the coast of Cuba, 
of whose proceedings complaints have been made by the Government of Spain, 
transmitted in your letter of August 4, I consider it more expedient to lose no 
further time in replying to those complaints, so far as I am enabled to do so, 
upon the only communications yet received, viz., from the Commanders of Her 
Majesty's ship “ Lily,” ‘‘ Plover,” and * Landrail,” which are herewith inclosed. 

2. Their Lordships will have observed that the first complaint of the Spanish 
Minister is, that the provisions of Article V of the Treaty of 1835 are not fulfilled as 
regards the notice which one nation should from time to time give to the other as to 
the particulars of the cruizers employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade ; on this 
point I beg to acquaint their Lariishige that I am not aware of any of Her Majesty’s 
ships under my orders ever having been employed in the suppression of the Slave 
Trade on the coasts of the Spanish dominions in the West Indies, whose captains 
were not provided with the necessary authority conveved by the Treaty of 1835 for 
the capture of slave-vessels under the Spanish flag. Whether the Spanish Govern- 
ment. specially alludes, in the complaint now made, to this part of Article V of that 
Treaty, or to the Spanish Government at Madrid not. having been kept informed of 
the number of ships anthorized to make captures; | do not know whether they 
expect the Governor-General of Cuba to be kept informed by me of the number and 
station of the ships I have thought fit to employ for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade on the coast of that island ; if this is what is meant by the expressions used 
in the letter of the Spanish Minister, when he states “the English cruizers come 
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into the waters of Cuba without previous announcement—come and go, increase 
and diminish, &c.,” then I admit that such is the case, and | am not aware of any 
Article in the Treaty, or in any instructions under which I am acting, which directs 
me to convey this information to the Governor-General or other authorities in 
Cuba. 

3. It has been my custom to station cruizers on various parts of the coast of 
that island, and. to change their stations, withdraw them or increase them as the 
exigencies of the public service required, and I am not aware that by so doing [ am 
infringing any regulation, or committing any act of discourtesy or offence to the 
Government in carrying on the Slave Trade Treaty of 1835. 

4. The second source of complaint is, that the Captain of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Landrail ” attempted tosearch, and even to capture, a Spanish trading brig within 
the Spanish harbour of Zarza. Commander Martin’s letter reporting the cireum- 
stances, which is herewith inclosed, explains his reasons for having boarded this 
vessel, which under all the circumstances cannot, I conceive, be viewed in the strong 
light represented in the complaint of the Government of Spain, although in a road- 
stead Commodore Martin should have been somewhat more cuutious in first seeking 
the aid of the Government authorities before adopting the steps he did; yet as he 
saw no Spanish flag on shore nor any indication of a Government establishment, he 
considered he was not committing any act offensive to the national honour, 
but only carrying out the regulations of the Treaty in a reasonable and proper 
manner. 

5. The third ground of complaint is that the English anchor where they like, 
and their officers land without caring to observe the sanitary laws of the faland. 
It has been usual, and is | believe by no means at variance with custom, for Her 
Majesty’s ships to anchor more generally among the uninhabited and outlying cays 
on the coast of Cuba; at times, however, to anchor on the coast, and also to enter 
harbours whether inhabited or not; and I am not aware that by so doing their 
captains have committed, or intended to commit, any unfriendly act towards the 
Government of Spain. No doubt other nations do not follow this course, and it 
might be considered as a case requiring explanation if they did so; but with a formal 
Treaty existing between Great Britain and Spain, giving authority to search Spanish 
vessels without any restrictions, and no cruizers have been so employed for the last 

. twenty-five years, [ cannot understand why at this moment any grounds of complaint 
or objection should be raised. The fact of officers having landed before being visited 
by local officers of health or War Department may have been an inadvertence, or 
under the impression that no such officers were at the place, no Spanish flag being 
displayed. In the case of the “Lily,” she lay at anchor in the port of Matanzas 
from 4 p.m. until 8 the following morning, before any officer visited the ship, leading 
the officer in command to infer that no Government officer resided at that port, and 
this may probably have happened elsewhere. 

6. In regard to the exercise of the great guns of Her Majesty’s ships on the 
coast of Cuba, and particularly on the southern portion of the Isle of Pines, | am 
not prepared to dispute the correctness of this complaint ; but | must claim for the 
captains of Her Majesty’s ships under my command an anxious desire on their 
part to conform to all the rules, orders, and customs of the Spanish Government, 
and that if any error has been committed by them in the discharge of their duties 
which has caused offence to the Spanish Government, | feel assured it was perfectly 
unintentional, and they will be much surprised to find that serious complaints have 
been made regarding their proceedings. . 

7. [ have already, in my letter of the 17th ultimo, forwarded copies of an order 
I issued immediately on receiving your letter of the 4th August, and which will, I 
am persuaded, have satisfied their Lordships of my great anxiety to remove every 
reasonable cause of complaint on the part of the Local Government of Cuba against 
our cruizers in the exercise of the rights conferred on them by the Treaty of 1835. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. MILN 
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Inclosyre 1 in No. 216. 
Commander Harvey to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, “ Lily,” Halifax, August 20, 1863. 

IN obedience to your Memo. of this day's date to report my proceediugs whilst on the Coast of Cuba 
as far as they come within the scope ef the Spanish Ambassador's despatch, copy of which you inclose, I have the 
honour to report that— 

First, as regards English cruizers anchoring when they like and not observing the sanitary laws, Her 
Majesty's steam-sloop under my command has never anchored on any part of the coast of Cuba, but only in the 
harbours of Havanna, and once at Matanzas, on which occasion the quarantine flag was kept flying, and no 
communication whatever held with the shore until duly authorized by the proper health officers; although I 
should also observe that at one instance at Havana, on the 5th May, 1863, he did not make his visit for three 
hours and a-half after the “ Lily” had anchored, thereby preventing Commander Graham of the ‘“ Rosario” 
from coming personally with me. Whilst at Matanzas, on 29th of May last, the yellow flag was flying from 
about 5 p.a. till 8 a.m. the following morning, without being noticed by the health officer, which, of course, 
during that period stopped any communication | may have desired to have made with Her Majesty's Consul. 

The foregoing are the only parts of the despatch above alluded to (the copy of which is returned herewith), 
which apply to the proceedings of Her Majesty’s steam-sloop “ Lily.” rs ‘ 

ave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY HARVEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 216. 
Commander Corry to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Milne. 


Sir, “ Plover,” Halifax, August 21, 1863. 

1 HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th, containing a copy of a despatch from the 
Spanish Minister in London to Earl Russell, complaining that the conduct of the cruizers on the coast of Cuba 
has become irregular and offensive to the honour of Spain. ; 

The complaint of firing at the Cays on shore cannot refer to this ship, as on all occasions our target practice 
has been at sea. 

Also on no occasion has there been any communication with the shore until the Health Officers have visited 
the ship. 

The statement that this ship anchored at the mouth of the River Guaerbs on the 12th of May, and that I 
landed without waiting for the Health Officers to come on board, is untrue, as on that day we were at sea in 
latitude 19° 20” 30’ north, longitude 75° 29! west. 

The only harbours this ship has ever been in, in Cuba, are Havana, St. Jago de Cuba, and Guantanamo. 

Also I have to state that no vessel has ever been boarded by us within the territorial limits of Cuba. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. F. CORRY. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 216. 
Commander Martin to the Senior Officer of Her Majesty's ships at Jamaica. 


Sir, “ Landrail,” Cienfuegos, May 2, 1863. 

HAVING gone into Trinidad on the evening of the 28th, and communicated with Her Majesty's Consul 
on the following morning, 1 learnt from him that a capture of upwards of 500 slaves had been made on 
shore, and that the Governor and Captain of the Port were absent in a small coasting vessel looking out for the 
slaves. I left immediately, and communicated with Her Majesty's ship * Ariadne,” she having arrived off the port 
during the day. It occurring to me that the vessel which had landed the slaves might still be captured, I proceeded 
on the bank, and at Zarza saw several vessels. Anchoring about two miles from them at sunset, I sent a boat in 
to look at them, with directions to Lieutenant l’alliser not to go on board as if he was larly boarding them, 
but merely to obtain information by asking if they had seen anything of the “John” of Halifag, or where fresh 
water was to be got, at the same time to have a good look if anything ap suspicious. He went on board a 
brig which had Spanish colours flying, and while he was ‘talking to the captain, the coxswain of the boat went 
forward as if to get some water; on essaying to go below he was stopped by one of the crew, who said, “So help 
me God you shan’t go there,” and others of the crew put their hands on their knives and gathered round the 
hatch, and the captain also went forward to stop him. This was observed by Lieutenant Palliser, who asked the 
captain why he did not let the man go below to get a drink of water; to which he replied, “there was plenty 
alongside.” Lieutenant Palliser’s suspicions being aroused, he asked the captain what his cargo was. He replied 
“Sugar,” and that it was all on board ; but the vessel appearing very light for a full cargo of sugar, jhe desired 
to see the hold which the captain refused to show. He then sent the boat back to the ship to rt the occur- 
rence, keeping two men with him on board the brig. I immediately weighed and closed the vessel. gs the short 
time thut elapsed the captain had been very violent, threatening J ieutenant Palliser with a hatchet, an refusing 
to 8 English, although at first he had spoken it very well. I went on board and found the captain pacing 
the deck ; after a short time I got him to understand what I wanted, which was to see his papers. I went down 
with him to his cabin, and after some time he said his pa were on shore at the Captain of the Port’s. I was 
not, however, aware of the fact of any Spanish official ties in the neighbourhood, as we only made out a couple 
of huts previous to our anchorirg. 

At this time the Captain of the Port came on board. I explained to him what had happened; that trying to 
get information, the conduct of the Captain and his men, coupled with the recent landing or slaves near Teinvdad, 
had excited my suspicions; that though I was satisfied on his assurance that the vessel was a legal trader, yet I 
thought it would be more satisfactory if he, with me, looked into her hold, to which he acceded, and we did so, and 
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found her to be only about a-third full of what appeared to be hogsheads of molasses. 1 explained to him that I 
was not aware there were any Spanish officials at that place, and coming in just at sunset I had seen no flag. 

The next morning I paid him a visit, and found also a Commandant of troops. They shortly afterwards 
returned my visit, and seemed quite satisfied that we had no intention of infringing on the Spanish territorial 
rights; and they said that the captain of the brig had been on shore, and expressed his regret at having been so 
violent, and added that they thought he had been rather excited. 

I weighed, and seeing a vessel coming alongside the cays with what appeared two coasting-vessels accom- 
panying her, proceeded towards her, sent a boat on board, and found she was a slaver, captured by the Governor 
of Trinidad, and that she had 46 slaves left on board. They had found her at Cay Cuervo, abandoned by her 
crew, and from the state in which they found her cables she appeared to have been at anchor some days. The 
Captain of the Port, who was accompanying the Governor, thought she was a Catalan vessel. 

As I intended to proceed by Trinidad, I offered to take the Governor and Captain of the Port off the entrance 
of the harbour, and tow their boats, of which they gladly availed themselves; whilst they were on board I told 
them of the occurrence at Zarza on the previous night. 

I have considered it my duty to inform you of the above circumstances — 

ave, 


&e. 
(Signed) THOS. MARTIN. 
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